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We  do  not  make  any  apologetic  bow  to  the  professional  public  for  coming  before  them 
in  behalf  ot  the  virtues  and  excellences  of  the  many  comparatively  new  but  partially 
tried  remedies.  A  journal  devoted  exclusively  and  entirely  to  the  introduction  of  new  remedies, 
or  old  preparations  put  to  a  new  use,  has,  to  our  mind,  long  been  a  desideratum  by  the  medical 
public.  Heretofore  we  had  only  "  tiibUs,"  here  and  there  scattered  through  our  medical  journal 
pages,  of  the  virtues  of  new  drugs.  It  is  our  purpose,  in  our  journal,  to  give  you  these  little 
items,  culled  from  as  wide  a  field  as  possible,  in  a  regular  quarterly  summary,  so  you  can  note 
the  rise,  or  fall,  in  the  professional  market,  of  the  therapeutical  standing  of  our  new-comers. 
These  clippings  will  be  interspersed  with  as  many  original  reports  upon  the  action  of  such  new 
remedies  as  we  may  be  able  to  obtain  from  our  professional  friends. 

We  are  now  in  correspondence  with  medical  gentlemen  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  Lower 
California  and  Mexico,  upon  the  habits  of  certain  new  drugs  that  grow  therein,  and  have  lately 
come  among  us.  We  hope  to  introduce  some  remedies  of  local  repute,  in  these  far-off  lands,  to 
the  American  profession  before  the  year  shall  close. 

Much  editorial  matter  proper,  we  think,  is  a  weariness  of  the  flesh,  both  to  writer  and 
reader,  so  we  humbly  ask  that  you  will  not  censure  us  for  the  minimum  amount  of  it  that  we 
shall  hereafter  print.  We  want  solely  reports  upon  the  actions  of  new  remeaies,  new  prepar- 
.^tions,  or  old  reumlif  s  put  to  a  new  use.  Our  motto  is  as  extensive  in  its  application  as  the  do 
main  of  Botany, — remedium  non  condemnatum  est,  donee  id  expertum  sit,  and  so  we  call  upon 
all  to  favor  us  with  reports  upon  the  action  of  remedies  (of  course  proprietary  or  patent  we  do 
not  mean  to  include)  that  have  been  lately  put  upon  the  market,  or  those  found  successful  in 
private  practice,  although  the  remedy  may  not  have  seen  the  drug  market  at  all. 

With  this  brief  introduction  allow  us  to  wish  you  one  and  all  the  highest  professional  pros- 
perity. 


USTILAGO     MAIDIS. 

By  C.  Henri  Leonabd,  M.  D. 

botanical  JSAme,  U.ttUago  M'lidis.  Habitat,  The  United  States. 

l/ocal  or  Common  Names,  Corn  smut,  eoi'n  ergot.    Medicinal  Parts,  The  fuvytis,  exctvsive  of  chaff. 

In  this  drug  we  hope  to  find  a  substitute  for  Ergot.  A  dozen  or  more  years  ago  it  re- 
ceived a  brief  notice  as  an  oxytocic  from  the  German  profession,  but  for  some  unaccountable 
reason  it  has  since  fallen  into  neglect  by  the  regular  prol'ession.  The  homoeopaths  do,  we 
believe,  dispense  the  drug,  in  their  triturations  and  dilutions,  and  have  since  1866,  when  it 
was  first  noticed  by  Prof  E.  M.  Hale,  of  their  school. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  it  is  desirable  to  have  some  substitute  for  Ergot;  and  the 
most  prominent  one  is,  perhaps,  the  bad  keeping  qualities  of  the  drug.  Again,  it  (Ergot)  is 
produced  in  so  small  quantities,  that  it  allows  of  "  speculation,"   hence  a  great  variation  in 
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price.  "  Corners"  are  frequently  made  upon  it.  This  leads  to  a  "holding  over  "  of  the  fall 
crop  of  the  Ergot,  by  speculators,  until  the  following  summer,  when  it  is  thrown  upon  the 
market  in  a  more  or  less  deteriorated  state. 

Corn  smut,  from  its  universality,  does  not  permit  of  this  speculative  handling,  and  hence 
it  can  always  be  gathered  in  its  most  desirable  and  freshest  state,  and  besides  it  is  much 
cheaper.  Then,  too,  its  keeping  qualities  are  said  to  be  much  better  than  those  of  the  spurred 
rye. 

The  literature  upon  this  drug  is  very  meagre.  What  little  analysis  there  has  been  given 
it,  shows  unquestionably  its  near  chemical  relation  to  Ergot.  In  the  American  Journal  of 
Pharrnxocy  for  1861,  Chas.  H.  Cressler,  in  an  "  Inaugural  Essay,"  says  that  from  the  examin- 
ations he  has  made  he  finds  the  alkaloid  propylamin,  one  of  the  active  constituents  of  Ergot, 
in  the  drug,  and  proposes  this  as  a  source  from  which  to  obtain  it  (propylamin)  for  com- 
merce. He  also  says  :  "  Judging  from  the  exact  similarity,  in  sensible  properties,  of  its 
(Ustilago's)  preparations  to  those  of  the  Ergot  of  rye,  I  think  it  might,  at  least,  be  supposed 
to  be  possessed  of  similar  therapeutic  virtues."  He  sums  up  the  results  of  his  numerous  ex- 
periments as  follows :  "  This  substance  (Ustilago)  contains  secalin  (an  active  ingredient  of 
Ergot),  combined  with  an  acid,  a  thick  viscid  oil  which  throws  down  a  large  deposit  by 
standing,  a  light  yellow  resin  soluble  in  ether,  but  insoluble  in  alcohol,  a  large  amount  of 
pectin,  gluten,  and  a  sugar  which  crystalizes  in  tufts  of  needle-shaped  crystals  from  an 
aqueous  solution,  and  behaves  like  cane-sugar  under  Trommer's  test." 

In  the  Annal.  Med.  vetr.  Beige,  and  Rep.  de  Ph.  for  1861,  the  following  account  of  its 
action  upon  pregnant  cows  is  found  :  "  In  a  cow-house,  where  cows  were  fed  on  Indian  com 
infested  with  this  parasite  (Ustilago),  eleven  of  their  number  aborted  in  eight  days.  After 
their  food  was  changed  none  of  the  others  threw  off  their  young.  The  better  to  be  convinced 
of  the  oxytocic  nature  of  these  mushrooms,  the  author  of  the  paper,  after  having  dried  and 
pulverized  them,  administered  six  drachms  to  two  bitch-dogs  with  young,  which  soon  caused 
them  to  abort  also." 

In  the  last  edition  of  The  American  Gyclopaedia  we  find  the  drug  briefly  touched  upon. 
It  says  that  it  "  is  dangerous  to  animals  which  eat  it ;  it  is  said  that  mules  fed  upon  com 
thus  diseased,  loose  their  hoofs,  and  that  it  produces  abortion  in  cows;  it  seems  to  have  pro- 
perties similar  to  the  Ergot  of  rye." 

You  are  all  too  familiar  with  the  gross  characteristics  of  the  drug  to  need  any  such 
further  description  of  it.  Microscopically  it  is  quite  a  curiosity.  The  whole  mass  is  found 
U)  be  made  up  of  spores  the  1-2500  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  held  together  by  a  few  threads  of 
mycelium,  or  binding-fibers.  The 
peculiar  choking  sensation  one  ex- 
periences in  crushing  a  dry  fungus 
near  the  nose  is  due  to  the  inhalation 
of  myriads  of  these  microscopical 
spores.  These  spores,  in  a  dry  state, 
are  seen  to  be  simply  little  spheri- 
cal bodies  of  the  size  I  have  indicat- 
ed. In  the  recent  state,  or  if  water 
be  added  to  them  when  dry,  they 
are  somewhat  larger,  and  are  seen 
to  be  nodular,  and  with  a  little  short 
curved  spine  (about  the  1-8000  of 
an  inch  in  lenght),  springing  from 
each  nodule. 

On  the  single  surface  presented  to 
view  at  a  single  adjustment  of  the 
microscope,  as  many  as  four,  and 
sometimes  five  of  these  nodules  have 
been  counted ;  so  it  would  seem  that 
the  entire  surface  is  studded  with 
from  twenty  to  thirty  of  these  little  echiuated  excresences.  The  membrane  is  quite  brownish, 
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though  semi-transparent,  and  shows  granular  matter  within.     The  debris  found  in  the  water 
in  wliich  the  fungus  has  been  dampened  shows  granular-matter  and  fatty  or  oily  particles. 

The  general  contour  is  well  represented  in  the  wood  cut  which  we  have  had  prepared 
(amplified)  frdm  a  study  of  a  specimen  examined  under  a  power  of  500  diameters. 

The  probabilities  are  that  the  echinated  protrusions  are  due  to  the  expanding  of  the 
cell-wall  for  the  emission  of  other  sporules ;  this  realy  being  the  fruiting-condition  of  the 
mother  spore. 

As  to  its  therapeutic  effects,  we  have  employed  it  in  a  single  case  of  labor,  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  "  second  stage"  where  haemorrhage,  from  iaertia  of  the  uterus  was  feared, 
with  success.  A  drachm  of  the  fluid  extract  was  administered,  and  after  waiting  about 
ten  minutes,  no  signs  of  contraction  appearing,  a  second  dose,  same  size,  was  given. 
Regular  contractions  at  once  followed,  and  the  uterus  assumed  its  normal  condition,  as 
seen  after  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta.  The  "  pains  "  kept  up,  once  in  about  four  or 
five  minutes,  for  some  four  hours,  thus  dem<)nstrating  the  difference  between  ustilagoid 
and  ergotoid  contractions  of  the  uterus,  as  has  been  noticed  by  other  physicians.  The 
uterine  contraction  from  Ergot  is  tonic ;  that  from  Ustilago  seems  to  be  regularly  inter- 
mittent. On  this  ground  it  will  prove  a  more  servicable  agent  in  labors  than  the  Ergot 
— that  is,  if  this  feature  is  finally  proven  to  be  a  characteristic  of  the  action  of  the  drug. 
It  will  give  less  pain  to  the  mother,  less  danger  to  her,  in  its  administration,  and  also 
less  danger  to  the  child. 

We  have  also  used  it  in  one  case  of  amenorrhoea  with  success;  the  regular  periodicity 
of  "pains"  being  a  marked  feature  in  this  case.  Also  as  a  general  uterine  tonic  in  two 
cases  of  enlarged  (congested)  uteri,  where  the  "  courses  "  had  been  regular ;  the  result 
attending  its  use  was  a  return  of  the  "  flow  "  some  two  weeks  before  it  was  due.  This 
was  not  an  objective  point  in  treatment,  and,  indeed,  quite  a  surprise  to  the  patient  and 
ourselves.  The  doses  were,  in  each  case,  one-fourth  drachm  three  or  four  times  daily. 
In  one  case  the  periodicity  of  pain  (once  in  five  or  ten  minutes)  was  quite  marked.  .In 
the  other  it  was  unobserved.  In  cases  similar  to  these,  where  the  "courses"  have  been 
regular,  we  hardly  think  the  remedy  so  good  as  Ergot,  in  a  prolonged  use  of  an 
oxytocic;  as  an  intermittent  contraction  is  more  apt  to  induce  a  return  of  the  menses  than 
a  tonic  contraction.  From  this  standpoint,  it  would  seem  to  be  specially  indicated  in 
amenorrhoea,  or  surpresscd  menstruation. 

In  a  private  letter  received  from  Dr.  Walters,  of  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  he  states  that 
Ustilago,  in  much  smaller  aoscs  than  is  necessary  for  cases  of  labor,  has  proven  successful 
in  spermatorrhoea.  Doses  of  ten  to  twenty  drops  were  sufficient  to  effect  a  cure.  The 
Doctor  has  also  employed  it  successfully  in  other  complaints  wliere  Ergot  was  indic3,ted. 

In  the  microscopical  description  of  the  fungus,  it  was  mentioned  that  numerous  oil 
globu'es  were  visible.  It  seems  that  there  has  been  an  oil  extracted  from  the  drug,  and  that 
it  has  proven  succfssful  as  a  local  application  in  certain  forms  of  skin  diseases.  In  the 
Centralbl.  f.  d.  Med.  Wiss.,  for  April  1876,  we  find  that  Prof.  C.  Larabroso  has  cured  a  case 
of  chloasma  of  the  forehead  and  the  cheeks,  ot  a  year's  standing,  by  a  three-days'  appli- 
cation of  the  oil.  The  same  remedy  effected  a  cure  of  eczema  on  the  chin  of  an  insane  pa- 
tient in  five  days.     In  the  first  case  some  quite  severe  general  symptoms  were  observed. 

This  therapeutical  action  of  Ustilago  would  seem  to  bear  out  the  use  made  of  it  by  the 
homoeopaths.  Prof  Edwin  Hale,  of  that  school,  of  Chicago,  states  that  besides  being  su- 
perior to  Ergot  in  passive  haemorrhages,  it  is  very  efficient  in  psoriasis,  eczema  and  allied 
affections.  Dr.  W.  H.  Burt,  another  homoeopathic  writer,  in  a  monograph  on  the  use  of  the 
drug,  as  employed  by  that  school,  has  also  spoken  of  its  efficiency  in  skin  diseases,  when 
given  internally.  The  dose  employed,  however,  was  so  small  (one-tenth  of  a  grain,  of  the 
crude  drug)  that  we  can  hardly  see  how  many  of  the  effects  ascribed,  by  them,  to  the  drug, 
could  really  have  been  attributed  to  the  remedy. 

The  following  letter  from  Dr.  Theo.  F,  Kerb,  of  this  city,  also  bears  testimony  to  the 
beneficial  use  of  Ustilago  in  midwifery. 
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To  the  Editor  of  New  Pbepabationb. 

Sra : — Two  or  three  weeks  since  I  received  a  sample  bottle  of  "  Fluid  Extract  of  Ueti- 
lago  Maidis,"  manufactured  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  this  city,  with  a  request  to  test  its 
oxytocic  properties  with  a  view  to  its  substitution  for  the  Fluid  Extract  of  Ergot  in  cases 
where  the  latter  medicine  was  indicated. 

I  have,  as  yet,  had  but  a  single  opportunity  to  thus  employ  it,  and  the  result  was  very 
satisfactory.  It  was  a  case  of  labor  with  all  the  indications  for  the  use  of  Ergot.  The  os 
uteri  was  fully  dilated,  the  head,  in  the  first  position,  was  engaged  in  the  superior  strait,  the 
soft  parts  were  relaxed  but  the  pains  were  feeble  and  succeeded  each  other  at  long  intervals. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  administered  a  teaspoonful  of  the  Ustilago  and  waited  for  the 
effect.  In  half  an  hour  the  pains  were  very  perceptibly  stronger  and  steadier,  and  recurred 
at  shorter  intervals.  I  then  gave  about  two-thirds  of  a  teaspoonful  of  the  Ustilago  and 
within  a  few  minutes  the  pains  became  very  strong  and  followed  each  other  very  rapidly. 
In  an  hour  from  the  time  that  the  first  dose  was  given  delivery  ^was  completed  without  a 
single  untoward  symptom. 

Although  the  uterus  was  stimulated  to  make  powerful  contractions  by  the  use  of  the 
medicine,  the  pains  were  not  so  violent  and  rending  as  I  have  seen  in  cases  where  no  oxyto- 
cic had  been  administered,  when  there  was  some  delay  in  the  progress  of  the  labor,  either 
through  inequality  of  the  foetal  and  pelvic  diameters,  or  rigidity  of  the  soft  parts.  In  this 
case  the  expulsive  efforts  became  strong  and  effective  without  violence.  My  observation 
would  lead  me  to  advise  a  further  trial  of  its  value  as  a  uterine  motor. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

79  Shelby  St.,  Jan.  8,  1877.  THEO.  F.  KERR,  M.  D. 

Dr.  H.  O.  Walker,  has  also  given  ns  this  as  his  experience  in  a  single  trial  of  the  drug 
in  midwifery  practice. 

Detroit,  January  15th,  1877. 
C.  H.  LEONARD,  M.  D. 

Dear  Sir: — Sometime  ago  I  received  from  you  a  specimen  bottle  of  the  fluid  extract  of 
Ustilago  Maidis,  manufactured  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  asking  me  to  give  it  a  trial,  and  re- 
port my  experience  in  its  use  as  an  oxytocic.  Only  one  opportunity  has  presented  itself  where 
I  deemed  an  oxytocic  necessary.  This  was  a  case  (primipara)  where  the  labor  was  retarded, 
not  from  a  small  pelvis  or  rigidity  of  the  soft  parts,  but  from  feeble  uterine  contractions. 
After  waiting  about  two  hours  after  the  head  had  reached  the  excavation,  the  uterine  con- 
tractions only  occuring  at  intervals  of  about  twenty  minutes,  and  quite  feeble,  I  concluded  to 
give  the  Ustilago  and,  there  being  no  specified  dose  given,  I  gave  a  half  teaspoonful,  and  in 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  quite  marked  uterine  contractions  were  manifest,  occuring 
at  intervals  of  3  or  4  minutes,  until  the  expulsion  of  the  child ;  which  took  place  in  fifty 
minutes  after  I  gave  the  Ustilago.  There  were  no  lingering  pains  between  the  contractions 
After  the  placenta  was  expelled,  the  uterus  contracted  firmly,  with  no  after-pains. 

I  am  favorably  impressed  with  the  use  of  the  Ustilago,  and  will  take  occasion  to  use  it 
whenever  opportunity  presents,  and  still  further  observe  its  effects. 

Yours  truly,  H.  O.  WALKER,  M.  D. 

We  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  present  fuller  reports  upon  the  drug  in  this  issue  ;  but  the 
packages  were  sent  out  so  late  that  anything  like  a  complete  return  was  impossible.  We, 
however,  from  the  little  experience  we  have  had  with  the  drug,  believe  it  has  important  vir- 
tues and  its  acquaintance  should  be  cultivated  by  the  profession. 

Preparation. 

Fluid  Extract — Dose,  from  ^  to  1  fluid  drachm.      One  minim  represents  one 

grain  of  the  crude  drug. 

^dLministration. 

Dilute  with  water  and  repeat  every  quarter  of  an  hour. 
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KAVA-KAVA. 

Botanical  Name,  Piper  Methysticutn,  Miq.  Habitat,  Polynesia. 

mes,  Taquona  (Viti),  Ava  Ava  (Tahiti),  Kara, 
(Matvaii),  Mava  Mava  (Marquesas  Islands), 


liooal  or  Common  names,  Taquona  (Viti),  Ava  Ava  (TahitiJ^Kara,   (      Bledicinal  Part,  The  root. 


This  remedy  has  been  lately  introduced  to  the  American  profession  a3  a  remedy  lor  Goaor- 
rhoee.  It  is  supposed  to  be  similar  in  its  action  to  matico.  It  was  first  brought  into  notice  as  a 
remedy  for  this  disease  in  the  Annal.  de  Therap.  for  1857,  though  in  its  native  country,  the  Pa- 
cific Islands,  it  has'long  been  used  as  an  important  therapeutical  agenl.  The  following  article, 
taken  from  Pharm.  Journ.  and  Trans.  (1876)  gives  you  a  general  history  of  the  plant  and  its  uses 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Polynesia. 


The  Kava-Kava  plant  is  known  by  different  names  in  different  islands :  thus,  in  Viti  it  is 
known  as  Taquona,  in  Tahiti  as  Ava-Ava,  in  Hawaii  as  Kara,  and  in  the  Marquesas  Islands  as 
Kava,  or  Kava-Kava. 

In  New  Zealand  a  species  of  pepper  {Piper  excelsum,  Forst.)  very  similar  in  appearance  to 
Piper  methysticum,  is  known  under  the  name  of  Kawa-Kawa.  This  plant,  however,  does  not 
appear  to  possess  the  intoxicating  properties  generally  ascribed  to  the  root  of  P  methysticum, 
but  is  only  used  as  a  tea  and  for  toothache. 

The  Ava  or  Kava-Kava  Plant  is  cultivated  in  Viti,  Tahiti,  Hawaii,  the  Society  and  Tonga 
Islands.  Several  Varieties  of  the  plant  are  distinguished  by  the  natives.  Those  which  grow  on 
dry  soil  are  said  to  produce  the  most  active  roots. 

The  Piper  methi/sticum  is  a  sbrub  about  six  feet  high,  with  stems  varying  from  1  to  1^  inch 
in  thickness.  The  leaves  vary  from  4  to  8  inches  in  length,  being  nearly  as  broad  as  they  are 
long.  They  are  cordate,  tapering  somewhat  suddenly  in  to  a  very  short  acute  apex.  The  pe- 
tiole is  usually  1  to  li  inch  long,  and  is  dilated  at  its  base.  To  the  naked  eye  the  leaves  appear 
smooth,  although  under  a  lens  the  veins  are  seen  to  be  covered  with  minute  hairs,  while  the  rest 
of  the  leaf  has  short  hairs  thinly  scattered  over  it.  The  principal  veins  of  the  leaf,  of  which 
there  are  usually  10  or  13,  radiate  from  the  top  of  the  petiole,  the  three  central  veins,  being 
very  close  together  for  about  half  an  mch  upwards  from  the  base  of  the  leaf. 

The  root  is  large  and  fibrous,  but  rather  light  and  spongy  in  texture.  When  fresh  it  is  said 
to  weigh  usually  from  two  to  four  pounds,  although  it  sometimes  attains  as  much  as  twenty 
pounds  in  weight,  or  even  more.  In  drying,  however,  it  loses  rather  more  than  half  its  weight. 
Externally  it  is  grayish-brown,  with  very  thin  bark,  which,  when  sliced  off,  shows  a  complete 
network  of  woody  tissue,  some  of  the  interstices  of  which  are  filled  with  soft  yellowish-white 
cellular  matter,  while  others  are  quite  empty.  Internally  it  is  yellowish-white.  In  a  variety  of 
the  plant  known  as  'Marea,"  it  is  citron-yellow,  and  in  another  variety  known  as  "Avini-Ute," 
it  is  pinkish.  A  transverse  section  shows  a  number  of  narrow  lines  (woody  bundles)  radicating 
from  near  the  centre  towards  the  circumference,  the  interstitial  tissue  being  much  wider  than  the 
lines  themselves.  The  central  portion  of  the  root  is  soft  and  cellular,  with  a  few  woody  bundles 
anastomosing  with  each  other,  and  proceeding  at  right  angles  to  the  radicating  bundles,  so  as  to 
form  a  network  in  the  centre  of  the  transverse  section.  The  root  has  a  pleasant  odor  recalling 
that  of  the  lilac  {Syringa  vulgaris  L).  or  meadow-sweet  {Spircea  Ulmaria  L.).  It  has  a  slightly 
pungent  taste,  and  causes  an  increased  flow  of  saliva,  with  a  slightly  astringent  sensation  in  the 
mouth,  and  a  scarcely  perceptible  bitterness.  The  root  and  extreme  base  of  the  stem  are  the 
parts  generally  used. 

The  form  in  which  it  has  been  used  medicinally  is  an  infusion  made  by  macerating  about  1  3 
of  the  scraped  root  in  a  quart  of  water  for  five  minutes.  Unlike  most  other  remedies  for  Gonorr- 
hoea, the  taste  of  the  infusion  is  pleasant,  while  its  bitterness  improves  the  appetite  and  does  not 
produce  nausea.  The  root  contains,  according  to  M.  Cuzent,  an  essential  oil  of  a  pale  yellow 
color,  2  per  cent,  of  an  acid  resin,  and  about  1  per  cent,  of  a  neutral  crystalline  principle  called 
Kavahin  or  Methysticin,  which  is  obtained  in  acicular  crystals  from  a  concentrated  tincture. 
Kavahin  diflers  from  piperine  and  cubebiri  in  being  colored  red  by  hydrochloric  acid,  the  red 
color  lading  on  exposure  to  air  into  a  bright  yellow,  and  in  being  colored  by  strong  sulphuric 
acid  a  purplish  violet,  which  passes  into  green.  The  root  contains  also  nearly  half  its  weight  of 
starch. 

'X'liera.peutica.l    Applications. 

The  action  of  Kava  root  appears  to  vary  with  the  amount  taken.    In  small  doses  it  is 

f generally  stated,  to  act  as  a  stimulant  and  tonic,  but  when  taken  in  large  doses  it  produces  an 
ntoxication  which  differs  from  that  caused  by  alcohol,  in  being  of  a  silent  and  drowsy  nature, 
accompanied  by  incoherent  dreams,  the  drinker  not  being  quarrelsome  or  excited. 

It  appears  probable  that  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  plant  are  due  neither  to  Kavahin 
nor  to  the  resin,  since  a  watery  infusion  produces  the  ellects  of  the  drug.  The  root  is  stated  to 
have  been  used  with  success  in  erysipelatous  eruptions,  which  is  rather  remarkable,  since  when 
taken  in  excess  as  an  intoxicating  beverage  it  produces  a  peculiar  kind  of  skin  disease,  called  in 
Tahiti  "arevarea  "  In  old  drinkers  the  vision  becomes  obscure,  and  the  skin,  especially  in  parts 
where  it  is  thick,  becomes  dry.  scaly,  cracked  and  ulcerated.  In  Nukahivi  the  natives  use  Kava 
for  phthisis  and  in  bronchitis,  a  small  dose  being  taken  at  bed-tiiae.  It  hR«  also  b«en  recom- 
mended  t«  be  used  internally  and  locally  f»r  gdut. 


NEW    PREPARATIONS. 


From  the  Gazette  Medicale  de  Pan's  we  get  the  following : 

An  infusion  of  the  root  of  the  Kava-Kavihas  lous;  been  a  popular  remedy  for  blenorrhcea 
in  the  Pac  fie  Islands.  Three  or  four  scruples,  or  even  more,  of  the  grated  root  are  macerated 
for  five  mmutes  in  two  pints  of  water,  the  whole  bain^  frequently  shaken  up.  'Phis  water,  alter 
filtratiOQ  is  given  in  two  doses  during  the  day.  before  or  after  meals,  and  repeated  every  day 
until  a  care  is  eftecled.  Twenty  minutes  after  the  first  dose,  a  pressing  desire  to  urmate  is  ex- 
perienced. The  quantity  of  unne  is  abundant,  and  it  becomes  as  limpid  and  as  clear  almost  as 
water.  The  pain  that  was  present  durine  the  previous  micturitions  disappears,  and  a  sensation 
of  comfort  is  experienced  in  urinating.  The  [lava,  moreover,  acts  like  a  bitter  tonic.  It  is  pleas- 
ant to  take,  stimulates  the  appetite,  does  not  derange  the  digestive  functions,  and  produces 
neither  diarrhoea  nor  constipation. 

Preparation. 

Fluid  Extract— fOne  mmim  to  grain.)    Dose,  forty  drops. 
A<imiiii:stratioia.. 

One  dose  in  a  full  goblet  of  water  to  be  taken  twice  during  the  day  and  repeated  dally 


XANTHIUM    SPINOSUM. 


Botanical  Name,  XantMum  Spinosum.  Habit?it,  Xhirope. 

I<ocal  or  Common  Name,  Spiny  hurrecd.  Medicinal  Part,  The  plant. 

This  remedy  uas  been  declared  b/  Dr.  Qrzyvala,  of  Kiivoc  Ozero,  Podolia,  (for  whose  truth- 
fulness Prof.  Gubler,  of  Paris,  vouches),  a  specific  for  Hydrophobia. 

In  the  Doctir  s  communication  to  the  British  Medical  Journal,  from  which  the  fo'.lovdng 
extract  is  taken,  the  remedy  has  proven  as  near  a  specific  as  anything  could.  Certainly  no  other 
treatment  can  give  such  a  showing  of  successful  issues.  As  a  general  rule  the  malady  is  regarded 
as  necessarily  fatal.  Prof.  Youatt,  we  believe, claims  to  have  a  "  specific  prophylactic"  in  the 
immediate  application  of  argentic  nitrate  to  the  wound  after  the  poison  has  been  sucked  out 
With  the  lips.  He  has  dme  and  again  allowed  himself  to  be  bitten  by  rapid  animals,  and  with 
impunity,  the  only  precaution  being  a  speedy  application  of  his  favorite  caustic. 

A\  one  time  Llecampane  (Inula  Helenium)  was  much  extolled  by  the  secular  press  as  a  "sure 
cure''  for  hydrophobia ;  but  we  do  not  recollect  of  seeing  its  virtues  so  praised  by  me.lical  men. 
'AcxiW-cai^  [Scutellaria  lateriflora)  is,  3i,noi\xQT  remedy  that  his  been  popularly  extolled  as  a  spe- 
cific lor  this  dreadful  malady.  The  present  instmce  is  the  first  that  we  have  noticed  that 
proper  medical  panctiou  has  been  given  to  a  hydrophobic  specific.  Possibly  with  Youatt  s  treat- 
ment, and  Gizyvalas  combined  with  it,  we  may  yet  be  able  to  successfully  combat  the  disease. 

The  following  is  the  Doctor's  wonderful  testimony  of  the  virtues  of  the  new  (to  the  Ameri- 
can profession)  drug : 

After  a  series  of  crucial  trials,  which  the  Doctor  describes  at  length,  he  has  found  that,  after 
having  ha  1  opportunities  of  treating  at  east  one  hundred  cases  of  men  bitten  by  rapid  dogs  with 
the  Xantkiam  spinosum.  he  has  never  in  any  one  of  these  case-s  tailed  to  ward  oft'  Hyphodrobia. 
He  gives  some  startling  examples.  During  the  Crimean  war.  a  family  of  twelve  persons  had  been 
bitten  by  a  hydrophobic  wolt.  Six  of  them  entered  his  wards  in  the  hospital  of  Olschanka,  go- 
yer  imeat  of  Podolia,  district  of  Balta.  They  were  treated  with  nfusion  of  the  leaves  of  Xanth- 
ium,  and  all  recovered.  The  six  others,  who  were  treated  by  the  actual  cautery  and  ihe  daily 
use  ot  genesia  tinctoria  and  other  diugg,  died  with  hydrophobia  in  the  course  ot  twelve  to  sixty 
days.  He  racounts  many  other  facts  n-.t  less  striking.  For  an  adult,  the  dose  is  sixty  centigram- 
mes of  the  dry  powder,  repeated  three  times  a  day,  and  continued  during  six  weeks.  Children 
under  twelve  take  half  that  quantity.  The  dose  for  animals  is  much  larger.  A  herd  of  thirty 
oxen  had  been  bitten  by  a  mad  wolf;  eight  had  succumbed  with  symptoms  of  Hyphodrobia.  The 
commissary  of  police  came  to  Dr.  Grzyvala  for  his  "  an4-rabic  powder."  He  gave  three  ounces 
of  the  powder,  with  bran,  dailj,  to  each  of  the  animals  ;  none  of  them  sutfeied  from  the  disease. 
These  are  examples,  of  which  Dr.  Grzyvala  says  he  has  a  hundred  others. 

I*r*eparatioii. 

Fluid  Extract— -(One  minim  to  grain.)    Dose,  ten  to  twenty  drops. 
.A.  <1  ininiistratioxi.. 

To  be  given  three  times  a  day  for  three  week*. 


YERBA   SANTA. 

Botanical  Name,  Briodyetion  CaHfornicum.  Habitat,  CaHfomla, 

I<ocal  or  Common  Names,  Terba  Santa,  Bearsweed.  Medicinal  part.    The  plant. 

Summary  fhom  our  last  issue. — Dr.  J.  H.  Bundy  wrote  that  in  four  cases  in  which  he 
had  employed  tlie  remedy  in  laryngitis  or  laAyugo-brcnchitis.  it  had  proven  succeselul.    In 


NKW    PKKPAEATI0N8. 


three  cases  of  haemorrhoids,  he  had  also  been  equally  fortunate  in  its  employment.    He  em- 
ployed it  in  doses  of  from  one-fourth  to  one  fluid  drachm  of  the  fluid  extract. 

Dr.  J.  H.  BuNDY,  of  Colusa,  California,  the  habitat  of  the  remedy,  sends  New  Pkbpa- 
BATioNS  the  following : 

Eriodtction  CAiitFORNicnM. — This  remedy  is  one  of  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  write 
several  times,  and  is  the  "  Yerba  Santa," — which  name  ought  to  be  superseded  by  its  real 
botanical  name.  At  the  time  I  introduced  it  to  the  profession  I  did  not  know  its  scientific 
name,  and  to  avoid  confusion  in  this  respect,  let  us  hereafter  call  it  by  its  botanical  name, 
Eriodyction  Califomicum. 

It  belongs  to  the  natural  order  Hydrophyllacese.  It  is  the  Eriodyction  Califomicum, 
Benth  ;  E.  Glutinosum,  Benth  ;  Wigandia  Califomica,  Hooker  and  Arnott.  It  inhabits  many 
localities  on  the  Pacific  coast,  abounding  in  the  mountainous  regions  mainly,  but  is  found 
occasionally  in  the  valleys  where  its  seed  must  have  found  its  way  by  being  carried  in  the 
mountain  streams  to  the  valley.  It  is  an  evergreen  shrub  rising  from  three  to  six  feet  in 
height,  and,  branching  freely,  makes  a  most  beautiful  appearance.  The  leaves  are  lanceo- 
late, elliptical,  petiolate,  finely  dentate,  rarely  entire,  and  one  to  three  inches  in  length ;  are 
alternate,  with  from  one  to  three  or  more  growing  from  each  axil.  The  upper  surface  is 
perfectly  smooth  and  of  the  richest  dark  green,  and  is  so  perfectly  varnished  with  its  resin- 
ous principle  as  to  present  a  most  gorgeous  spectacle.  The  under  aspect  presents  a  silvery 
appearance  which  is  due  to  their  pubescency.  The  flowers  are  of  a  pinkish  or  purple  blue, 
densely  clustered,  racemed;  the  corolla  is  fine  lobed,  funnel-shaped;  stamens  ten  included, 
style  two  cleft.  The  fruit  is  a  one-celled  capsule  having  two  parietal  placentse  to  which  are 
attached  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  shrivelled,  brownish  seeds,  which  furnish  a  fixed  oil. 

As  a  remedy  for  laryngeal  and  bronchial  aff"ections  it  has  no  equal.  During  my  four 
months'  stay  in  the  States,  I  had  a  good  opportunity  of  interviewing  physicians  regarding 
its  use  in  such  affections,  and  I  did  not  meet  one  that  was  not  pleased  and  very  much  satis- 
fied with  it  in  practice.  Some  reported  cases  of  complete  aphonia  of  four  months  standing 
that  were  cured  in  six  weeks.  Other  cases  where  there  had  been  laryngitis  and  bronchitis 
dependent  upon  an  atonic  condition  of  the  mucous  membranes,  in  which  it  effected  a  cure  in 
a  remarkable  short  time  ;  and  the  physician  remarked  to  me  that  he  thought,  thut  condition 
of  mucous  surfaces  where  ever  it  might  be,  whether  in  the  respiratory  organs  or  otherwhere, 
was  a  positive  indication  for  the  drug,  as  he  had  proven  it  in  such  conditions  of  the  stomach 
and  bowels  as  well  as  in  the  organs  of  respiration.  He  was  so  much  pleased  with  the  remedy 
in  its  action  upon  the  cases  he  spoke  of,  that  he  said  he  was  going  to  publish  his  results  and 
give  his  opinion  concerning  this  valuable  drug,  but  I  have  not  yet  seen  his  paper.  His  cases 
were  those  that  had  exhausted  both  patience  and  skill  of  every  physician  far  and  near.  I 
have  received  also  letters  from  Texas  in  which  writers  say  :  "  I  can  verify  your  statements 
concerning  the  Yerba  Santa  in  the  cure  of  hemorrhoids,  as  I  have  cured  three  cases  that 
were  given  up  as  incurable,  and  they  are  cured.''''  I  am  prescribing  it  every  day  ;  and  when 
any  patient  calls  on  me,  for  treatment,  who  has  a  dry  hacking  cough,  with  a  constant  desire 
to  clear  the  throat,  with  scanty  secretion  from  the  bronchial  tubes,  with  dryness  of  the  throat, 
I  invariably  prescribe  the  Eriodyction,  and  with  such  certainty  of  cure  that  I  have  seldom 
been  disappointed. 

We  occasionally  meet  cases  of  bronchorrhaea,  and  in  those  cases  we  always  find  a 
perfectly  relaxed  condition  of  the  membranes.  What,  then,  is  wanting,  in  order  to  correct 
this  pathological  condition  and  bring  the  membranes  hack  to  a  healthy  standard  ?  To- 
nicity is  just  the  state  to  which  they  must  be  brought,  by  correcting  and  inducing  a 
perfect  circulation,  nutrition  and  secretion  of  the  parts ;  and  in  the  Eriodyction  I  never 
fail  to  find  just  what  will  accomplish  the  work  and  do  it  promptly. 

It  might  seem  strange  to  some  that  one  remedy  should  correct  two  perfectly  oppo- 
site states  or  conditions,  but  it  does  it  precisely  as  above  stated, — by  correcting  the  cir- 
culation and  nutrition  of  the  parts;  and  when  this  is  accomplished,  a  change  in  the  per- 
verted secretions  must  follow,  whether  it  be  an  excess  or  defect, — lessening  it  if  it  is  in 
excess,  increasing  it  if  it  be  deficient.  That  a  physician  may  prescribe  with  certainty  for 
hifl  cases,  it  is  necessary  that  he  well  understands  how,  and  why  a  remedy  cures.  I 
have,  therefore,  given  the  conditions  in  which,  if  there  is  a  specific  in  medicine,  the 
Eriodyction  is  in  the  states  referred  to.  I  find  that  all  the  people  who  live  in  the  Coast 
range  mountains,  make  great  use  of  it  in  all  affections  of  the  lungs  by  steeping  and 
drinking  moderately  of  the  tea.  All  consumptives  who  come  to  this  coast,  and  flee  to  tht 
mountain  resorts,  are  persuaded  to  use  freely  of  the  tea.  As  to  the  time  it  should  be  used, 
it  cannot  be  stated  with  any  certainty.  I  had  a  case  in  which  I  continued  its  use  for  four 
or  five  months  before  it  was  satisfactorily  relieved ;  and  there  are  cases  that  pass  into 
phthisis  in  spite  of  all  remedies.  This  must  be  expected.  Of  course,  all  will  find  cases  that 
cannot  be  relieved — but  this  remedy  will  relieve  when  others  fail,  and  if  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  a  specific  in  medicine,  this  is  one.  Another  time  I  will  speak  of  its  use  in  hemor- 
rhoids, and  also  of  its  use  as  a  local  or  external  application.  I  wish  to  state  here,  that  to 
famish  the  drug  to  physicians  is  impossible  for  me  to  do.  My  business  occupies  my  entire 
tisoe,  and  I  have  furnished  Messrs.  Parke,  Davia  &  Co.  with  the  drug  by  the  wholesale,  and 
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with  a  perfectly  fresh  and  reliable  article,  where  all  parties  can  be  supplied  with  it  in  any 
form.  I  examined  their  flaid  extract  of  it  while  their  last  summer,  and,  like  all  the  balance 
of  their  fluid  extracts,  it  was  an  elegant  preparation. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Newell,  ot  St.  Louis,  writes  :  "  Not  long  since  I  was  a  surgern  in  the  regular  ar- 
my stationed  at  Pists,  on  the  Rio  Grande  River.  Speaking  the  Spanish  language  I,  ol  course,  had 
considerable  practice  among  the  Mexicans  in  Mexico  as  well  as  on  thi^  side,  and  enjoyed  excellent 
opportunities  ot  seeing  wliat  the  natives  used  in  treating  disease.  The  "  Yerba  Santa''  is  found 
in  Mexico  as  well  as  in  Calitornia  ;  also  I  have  seen  it  growing  in  S.  W.  Texas. 

The  natives  use  it  for  almost  everything,  and  with  great  3ucces3.     It  is  a  splendid  expectorant, 

diuretic,  etc.,  etc.,  and  is  excellent  in  Gonorrhoea  as  injection  as  well  per  orem." 

Preparations. 

Fluid  Extract — (One  minim  to  grain.)    Dose,  J  to  one  fluid  drachm. 

Solid  Extract — Dose,  three  to  twelve  grains. 

Sug-ar-coated  Pills— Each  containing  three  grains  ol  the  Extract. 

AdLnainistration. 

Dilute  with  water  and  give  pro  re  nata  :  it  may  be  combined  with  Senega  in  coughs,  and 
with  Grindelia  Robusta  in  asthma. 


GRINDELIA    ROBUSTA. 

Botanical  Wame,  Grindelia  Sohiista.  Habitat,    Pacific  coast   of  United  States. 

Ijocal  or  Common  Bifames,  Oinndelia,  Gum  Plant.  Medicinal  Parts,  The  plant  and  flotvers. 

Summary  from  our  last  issue. — Dr.  W.  P.  Gibbons,  in  the  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical 
Jour, ,3iS  quoted  in  full  in  our  issue  of  last  August,  details  seven  cases  of  asthma  in  which  Grindelia 
was  used  with  success.     When  there  were  complications,  other  remedies  were  prescribed  with  it. 

Dr.  Henry  M.  Fiske,  in  the  Pacific  Med.  &  i^urg.Jour..  reports  two  cases  of  iritis  which  were 
promptly  relieved  by  external  applications  of  Grindelia,  and  states  that  these  are  selected  from 
many  others  that  he  has  recorded.  He  has  also  employed  it,  with  advantage,  in  asthma,  and  as 
a  palliative  in  cancer  of  the  stomach. 

Dr.  John  E.  Crowe,  in  the  Louisville  Medical  News,  in  eleven  cases  ot  asthma,  complicated 
with  bronchitis,  or  heart  disease,  and  in  pneumonia,  and  found  it  favorable  in  its  action  in  each 
of  them. 

The  Electie  Medical  Journal  has  recommended  it  for  topical  application  to  old  ulcers,  and 
also  in  asthma. 

Dr.  C.  J.  Rademaker,  in  Louisville  Medical  News,  details  two  cases  of  chronic  pneumonia, 
and  one  of  valvular  lesions  and  chronic  bronchitis,  which  were  promptly  relieved  by  Giindelia. 

We  have  employed  it  successfully  in  a  case  of  difficult  breathing  dependent  upon  valvular 
lesion,  where  other  remedies  had  entirely  failed  of  giving  relief  It  was  in  the  person  of  an  old 
lady,  aged  sixty.  She  had  been  under  treatment  with  another  physician,  at  the  place  she  was  vi- 
siting, for  some  six  weeks,  but  with  no  apparent  benefit.  Nightly,  at  about  2  a.  m.,  there  was 
a  return  of  the  asthmatic  spasms,  and  longer  sleep  was  impossible.  Indeed,  for  the  last  two 
weeks,  previous  to  my  seeing  her,  she  had  not  assayed  to  lie  down  at  all ;  but  got  her  rest  in  a 
sitting  posture  in  the  bed. 

For  a  day  or  two  we  had  her  upon  the  usual  remedies  for  such  cases,  but  with  no  success.  We 
then  combined  Digitalis  with  the  Grindelia,  fluid  extract,  and  on  the  third  night,  with  the  help 
of  a  five  gr.  Dover's  powder,  a  full  nights'  rest  was  secured.  The  remedy  was  continued  in  drachm 
doses  three  times  daily,  with  the  twenty  drops  doses  of  Tr.  Digitalis,  for  some  two  weeks,  since 
which  time,  (now  some  three  months),  she  has  been  as  comfortable  as  one  could  reasonably  expect. 

Case  II,  was  in  the  person  of  a  shoemaker  above  middle'age,  who  had  asthma  and  chronic 
bronchitis.  He  had  tired  of  paying  doctor's  bills,  so  we  took  him  as  a  "trial  case."  The  Grinde- 
lia proved  a  complete  success.  He  has  had  no  paroxysm  "since  the  third  day  alter  its  use.  He 
now  keeps  a  bottle  by  him,  and,  at  my  advice,  on  any  sudden  change  of  weather  takes  a  half- 
drachm  dose  of  the  fluid  extract  three  times  a  day,  for  a  day  or  two,  as  a  sort  of  prophylactic. 
Whether  the  remedy  does  act  as  a  prophylactic  we  cannot  really  say,  for  possibly  he  might  not 
have  a  return  of  an  attack  were  he  to  discontinue  its  use.  We  have  asked  him  to  make  the  trial, 
but  he  does  not  care  to  take  the  risk. 

Case  T.  Was  a  carpenter,  aged  35,  not  over  well-nourished.  Was  subject  to  daily  and 
nightly  attacks  that  would  continue  for  hours  unless  amyl  nitrite  was  used.  No  amount  of 
nausea,  or  reasonable  amount  of  belladonna,  chloroform,  would  relax  the  bronchial  tubes     He 
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took  Qrindelia  for  a  day  or  two,  and  then  discontinued  its  use.  It  gave  him  no  benefit.  Poesibly, 
if  persisted  in,  it  might  haye  benefitted  him.  His  only  permanent  relief  seemed  to  be  in  a  warm 
latitude,  as  gathered  from  former  experience,  so  he  went  South.  I  have  not  since  heard  from 
him. 

A  traveling  agent  for  a  leading  manufacturing  house,  writes  us  the  following  : 
Hat  Fevek,  or  Autumnal  Catarrh,  commences  with  me  August  16th,  and  continues  until 
about  the  20th  of  September,  or  till  after  a  hard  frost.  The  trouble  begins  by  violent  sneezing 
and  a  constant  running,  at  the  eyes  and  nose,  of  a  thin,  hot,  colorless  discharge.  During  the  first 
two  weeks  of  the  trouble  I  am  frequently  compelled  to  remain  in  a  darkened  room  for  days  at  a 
time.  After  the  first  week  the  trouble  in  the  head  is  considerably  lessened,  but  a  dry,  hard 
cough  sets  in,  and  I  suffer  with  spasms  of  asthma,  at  night  only.  As  the  trouble  progresses,  the 
cough  increases,  and  the  spasms  of  asthma  become  more  frequent  and  severe,  until  it  becomes 
almost  continuous,  day  and  night,  and  of  the  most  unyielding  in  character.  The  disease  leaves 
me  as  suddenly  as  it  came.  Many  times  I  suffer  one  night  from  the  most  severe  spasms,  and 
the  next  night  will  sleep  quietly  and  soundly  all  night,  and  remain  free  from  my  enemy  until 
the  following  August,  unless  I  take  a  severe  cold. 

I  have  tried  everything,  bromide  and  iodide  of  potassium,  assafoetida  and  a  variety  of  ex- 
pectorants; then  I  have  tried  all  the  burning  powders  and  pastiles  in  the  market,  and  I  am  in 
unusually  good  position  to  find  them  out. — From  them  all,  I  get  more  or  less  relief,  but  tempo- 
rary only,  lasting  not  more  than  two  or  three  hours.  Among  the  best  of  this  class  of  remedies, 
I  found  Coleman's  India  asthma  remedy,  and  Kidder's  pastiles.  When  in  Philadelphia  in  Sep- 
tember, 1  met  a  friend  who  seeing  I  was  suffering  with  asthma,  suggested  Qrindelia  Robusta.  Of 
course  I  was  familiar  with  it,  and  knew  for  what  it  was  recommended  ;  yet  having  tried  so  many 
remedies  and  cures,  I  had  little  heart  to  try  any  more.  My  friend  brought  me  a  two-ounce  'oottle 
of  the  mixture,  with  instructions  how  to  take  it.  With  little  confidence  I  began  its  use,  and  be- 
fore had  taken  one  half  of  it,  I  was  free  from  asthma  and  slept  well  all  night.  The  next  day  I 
took  it  every  two  oi  three  hours  untill  it  was  all  gone,  and  I  remained  entirely  free  so  long  I 
was  under  the  influence  of  the  Grindelia.  I  cannot  say  too  much  in  its  praise;  anybody  who  will 
try  it  will  be  surprised  to  know  what  comfort  it  will  give  them.  I  have  given  the  remedy  in 
several  instances,  one  where  a  gentleman  had  been  a  sufferer  for  tvmity  years.  It  gave  him  im- 
mediate relief,  and  he  is  virtually  cured.     The  formula  I  have  used  is  : 

Fluid.  Extract.  Grindelise  Robustse  1  4 
Rhei 
"  "         Sennae       a  a     1  1 

Take  a  dessert-spoonful  every  half  hour  during  the  spasm,  and   when  relieved  continue  tha 
same  dose  at  intervals  of  three  hours. 

Very  truly  yours. 

52  Lake  St.,  Chicago,  Dec.  22d,  1876.  J.  H.  RICHARDSON. 

W.  F.  CiiELAND,  M.  D.,  of  Kewanna,  Indiana,  sends  to  New  Preparations  the  following : 

Kbwanna,  Ind.,  Dec.  1st,  1876. 

I  have  used  the  Fluid  Extract  Qrindelia  Robusta  in  several  cases  of  chronic  pneumonia, 
bronchitis  and  structural  diseases  of  the  air  passages,  and  in  acute  attacks  of  bilious  pneumonia, 
complicated  with  hepatic  affections,  hydrothroax,  etc.,  and  have  been  pleased  with  its  salutary 
«ffects  in  every  case.  In  shortness  of  breath,  occassioned  from  anemia,  and  especial  in  bronchial 
disease,  it  improved  the  patient  promptly  from  the  first  doge  given.  One  ease,  that  of  dropsy, 
first  of  the  chest  and  afterwards  of  a  general  character,  and  upon  whom  1  operated  for  hydro- 
cele, was  aged  64  years,  and  was  unable  to  bieath  when  in  a  recumbent  position.  His  son  told 
me  he  thought  it  useless  to  send  him  any  remedy,  as  he  could  not  live.  I,  however,  prescribed 
a  teaspoonful  of  the  fluid  extract  of  Qrindelia  Robusta  every  three  hours  until  relieved.  It  had 
a  salutary  and  beneficial  effect  in  this  case,  as  he  is  improving  daily. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  a  young  lady  who  was  prostrated  with  an  acute  attack  of 
pneumonia,  complicated  with  bronchitis,  chronic  disease  of  liver,  and  wasanemical  and  nervous. 
After  active  treatment  to  overcome  the  inflammation,  I  advised  a  syrup  made  of  the  Fluid  Ext. 
Qrindelia  Robusta,  which  the  same  has  been  using  over  a  month.  Her  father  told  me  yester 
day  that  he  never  saw  any  medicine  have  as  speedy  an  effect  and  as  beneficial  a  one.  As  far  as 
I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  observe  its  effects,  I  am  positive  that  in  all  chronic  diseases  of  the 
air  passages  it  is  an  effective  remedy,  acting  upon  the  secretions,  increasing  the  appetite,  pro- 
ducing refreshing  sleep  by  quieting  the  nervous  system,  and  improving  the  respiratory  organs 
more  effectually  than  any  remedy  heretofore  discovered  or  introduced.    There  is  another  remedy 
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I  would  be  pleased  to  test  during  the  winter  months,  as  our  diseases  are  mostly  acute  during 
the  cold  changeable  weather,  and  that  is  Fluid  Extract  JaborOjUdi.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be 
iust  the  remedy  needed  in  acute  pneumonia." 

Dr.  Richardson,  in  the  Medical  News,  says :  In  January,  1875,  I  treated  Mr.  T,  K.,  aged 
thirty,  for  asthma.  He  had  suffered  from  it  since  infancy.  His  father  was  a  life-long  sufferer 
from  the  same  affection  ;  my  patient,  theiefore,  may  be  said  to  have  Iwreditary  asthma.  1  had 
tried  nearly  every  known  remedy  without  satisfactory  results.  I  concluded  to'  try  the  then  new 
remedy — Grindelia  Robusta — and  ordered  a  bottle  of  the  fluid  extract  from  New  York  City,  not 
being  able  to  find  any  here.  I  directed  Mr.  K.  to  take  forty-drop  doses,  repeated  every  one  or 
two  hours.  Wnen  he  had  taken  three  or  four  doses  the  paroxysm  promptly  disappeared.  An 
interval  of  two  or  three  months  elapsed  before  another  return,  the  usual  interval  formerly  hav- 
ing been  ten  days  to  two  weeks.  On  the  reappearance  of  the  asthma  he  resumed  the  use  of  the 
remedy  without  any  good  results.  Three  months  ago  (December  1875)  he  had  a  most  violent 
attack,  when  the  Grindelia  redeemed  itself  by  relieving  liim  at  once. 

I  have  used  the  Grindelia  freely  in  a  number  of  cases,  finding  it  often  serviceable,  and  now 
prescribe  it  as  my  first  remedy  in  such  cases.  If  it  fail,  I  fall  back  to  the  usual  treatment  in  this 
affection. 

Mr.  K.  continues  to  use  the  grindelia  as  a  preventative,  placing  himself  under  the  influence 
upon  the  first  intimation  of  an  approaching  paroxysm,  and  thereby  escapes  it.  Of  course,  in 
using:  this  new  remedy.I  do  not  lay  aside  hygienic  measures. 

Dr.  W.  Hope  Davis,  in  The  Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  says  as  follows :  Grindelia  Robusta  is 
the  last  of  the  "  new  remedies  "  I  shall  have  time  to  mention  on  this  occasion  ;  and  I  hope  that 
enough  have  not  been  introduced  to  make  you  weary.  The  flower  heads  of  the  plant  conKain 
the  essential  part  of  the  medicine,  though  the  shrub  contains  a  large  amount  of  balsamic  resin 
which  is  medicinal.  This  balsam  embraces  an  oil  which  gives  off  the  characteristic  odor.  Al- 
cohol readily  takes  up  the  medicinal  principle  of  the  herb  ;  and  the  tincture  is  prescribed  in  from 
ten  to  thirty  drop  doses.  It  proves  to  be  a  demulcent,  relieving  irritated  and  excoriated  surfaces ; 
it  is  said  to  antidote  the  bite  of  venomous  insects  and  reptiles ;  and  it  will  cure  specific  urethri- 
tis and  vaginitis.  It  allays  urethral  excitement,  and  is  therefore  valuable  in  gonorrhoea  ;  it  also 
soothes  congested  mucous  surfaces.  It  has  been  employed  successfully  in  conjunctivitis,  and 
purulent  ophthalmia.  I  have  used  Grindelia  upon  chronic  ulcers  with  the  happiest  effects.  I  do 
not  think  any  other  remedy  will  so  readily  and  certainly  promote  reparative  action  in  indolent 
ulcers  on  any  part  of  the  body,  as  this.  I  intend  to  experiment  largely  with  this  remedy,  and 
trust  that  others  will  do  the  same  thing.    The  agent  thus  far  promises  well. 

Prepamtioiis. 

Fluid  Extract — Dose,  |  to  one  fluid  drachm. 

Compoviud  Fluid  Extract  ^Rhes         '' f  Dose,  trom  one  to  two  fluid  drachms. 

*^  ^  Senna  ) 

Solid  Extract — Dose,  six  to  twelve  grains. 

Sug-ar-coated  Pills— Each  pill  con  tarns  3  grs.  of  the  Extract. 

Elixir  Grindelia  Aromatic— Dose,  one  tablespoonftil. 

^dlinixiist:x>a.t:io]i. 

To  be  given  in  asthma  at  short  intervals  during  the  spasms,  and  after  rehet  every  three 
hours.  On  account  of  its  disagreeable  taste  Grindelia  should  be  combined  with  syrup,  or  with 
Elixir  Licorice  Aromatic — an  excellent  vehicle  ibr  the  purpose. 


PUOUS   VESIOULOSUS. 


Botanical  Name,  Fuou*  Veaiculosxis.  Habitat,  The  sen. 

Itocal  or  Common  Names,    Sea  teraeJc,  Bladder  wrach:  Medicinal  Part,  The  plant. 

This  remedy  has  been  mentioned  as  a  cure  tor  Obesity.  We  have  not  given  the  remedy  a 
trial,  but  have  seen  several  notices,  recently,  in  medical  journals,  oi  its  efficacy  in  these  cases. 

The  following  letter,  from  Chas.  W.  M  anker,  M.  D.  of  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  has  been  handed 
us  for  publication : 

Shenandoah,  Iowa,  December  27th,  1876. 
Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 

Please  send  to  my  address,  as  above,  three  pounds  more  of  your  Fluid  Extract  Fucus  Vesi- 
culosus.  I  have  given  the  pound  you  sent  some  time  ago,  to  a  very  corpulent  lady  who  was 
suffering  irom  a  suppression  of  the  menses.  Alter  she  had  taken  the  medicine  for  two  or  three 
days,  her  menses  started  up  again  and  her  health  commenced  improving  while  at  the  same  lime 
her  flesh  began  to  diminish  until,  at  the  present,  the  diminution  is  perceptible  to  the  most  casual 
observer ;  while,  to  use  her  own  words,  she  says :  "  I  leel  better  as  1  have  tor  two  years." 

Please  send  the  medicine  immediately  as  the  first  bottle  is  nearly  exhausted.  In  connection 
with  the  medicine  I  have  given  directions  also  in  regard  to  diet,  etc. 

From  a  secular  paper  we  take  the  following.  We  suppose  the  "  gulf-weed  "  to  be  similar 
or  identical  with  "sea-wrack,"  "bladder-wrack,"  the  remedy  under  discussion  : 

"  Good  News  for  Fat  Men.— Dr.  Griffith,  of  Wyoming,  KentCo  ,  Delaware,  has  discovered 
liiat  giilf-weed  is  a  sate  antidote  for  Obesity.    No  care  need  be  exercised  as  to  the  amount  of  tea 
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tiie  patient  drinks.  He  tried  it  od  himself,  taking  no  other  drinks,  and  in  a  few  weeks  hia  own 
corpulence  had  greatly  diminished.  He  tried  it  on  three  stout  neighbors,  who  within  two  or 
three  months  lost  from  twelve  to  thirty  pounds.  Dr.  Griffith  says  that  great  care  should  be  taken 
in  coUectiDg  the  weed." 

Bearing  upon  this  point  we  clip  the  following  from  the  editorial  columns  of  the  Louisville 
Medical  News,  of  a  late  date  : 

OBESiry  Treated  by  Sea-water. — A  writer  in  the  Paris  Medical  recommends  the  treat- 
ment of  Obesity  by  sea-water,  and  the  consequent  residence  by  the  seaside.  The  dose  prescribed 
is  a  small  glassful  three  times  a  day  in  a  little  freshwater  or  milk.  We  should  think  that  the 
drinking  and  bathing  might  be  advantageously  combined  to  save  time.  In  that  way  the  dose, 
especially  in  surl-li>atiiing,  could  be  taken  "  plain,"  althfiugh  the  quantity  could  not,  tor  obvious 
reasons,  be  regulated  with  exactness. 

Preparations. 

Fluid  Extract — Dose,  one-balfto  one  fluid  drachm. 

Solid  Extract — Dose,  eight  to  fifteen  grains. 

Sug'ar-coated  Pills — Each  pill  contains  three  grains  of  the  Extract. 

A.  dmini  s  tr  ation. 

The  above  doses  may  be  taken  three  times  a  day  in  the  beginning  of  the  treatment,  and  in- 
creased gradually  to  half  a  fluid  ounce— a  quantity  which  will  be  borne  m  most  cases  without 
any  derangement  of  the  stomach.  To  obtain  any  marked  results  from  this  remedy,  it  must  be 
used  patiently  for  a  term  of  weeks. 


EUCALYPTUS. 

Botanical  Name,  Eucalyptus  Glohulua.  Habitat,  Australia, 

l.ocal  or  Common  Jfames,  Slue  gum,  Fever  treep  <ftc.  Sledicinal  Part,  The  leaves. 

M.  Bucquoy,  in  the  Soe.  Med.  des  Hospitaux,  gives  a  very  flattering  account  of  this  remedy 
in  certain  pulmonary  diseases.  He  says,  in  five  case.^  of  gangrene  of  the  lung  it  was  decidedly 
beneficial.  Even  in  those  of  fatal  termination,  it  calmed  the  cough  and  deminished  the  fetid 
odor  much  better  than  pbenic  acid.  With  one  patient  having  the  pleuro-pneumonic  form,  the 
use  of  Eucaljrptus  removed  the  gangrenous  odor  from  the  expectorated  matter,  caused  the 
dyspnea  and  coush  to  cease,  but  which  re-appeared  as  soon  as  its  use  was  suspended.  Not- 
vrithstandlng  a  slight  pleurisy  and  signs  of  a  limited  and  superficial  gangrenous  evacuation, 
the  patient  was  cured  by  the  sixtieth  day.  Tincture  of  the  fresh  leaves  of  eucalyptus,  in  doses  of 
two  grammes  in  a  simple  mucilaginous  draught,  or  to  which  syrup  of  poppies  is  added,  was 
the  form  employed.  When  the  depression  of  the  forces  was  very  marked,  the  preceding  was 
alternated  with  Todd's  draught  to  which  from  two  to  four  grammes  of  extract  of  cinchoisa 
was  added. 

Di-.  Paul  Boyce,  in  the  Virginia  Medical  Monthly,  gives  a  case  of  ague  and  fever,  which 
had  been  unsuccessfully  treated  with  quinia,  arsenic,  etc.,  as  cured  in  four  days  by  taking  of 
the  essence  of  Eucalyptus  (prepared  fi-om  the  oil  distilled  from  the  leaves)  two  drachms  a  day. 
He  adds: 

I  believe  we  possess  in  the  Eucalyptus  a  remedy  not  inferior  to  the  cinchona  alkaloids. 
The  oil  appbed  to  the  nerve  of  a  tooth  soon  destroys  its  sensitiveness  and  quiets  the  pain. 
In  purulent  catarrhal  affections  of  the  urethra  it  acts  like  a  charm. 

JPreparatioiis. 

Fluid  Extract — One-quarter  to  one  fluid  drachm. 

Solid  Extract — Dose,  three  to  ten  grains. 

Sug-ar-coated  Pills— Each  pill  contains  three  grains  of  the  Extract 


Sugaj-coated  Pills  Eucalyptus  Comp.     j 


Extract  EncalyptuB  1  gr. 
,       Sanguinarin  }4  gr. 
(       Extract  Apocynura  X  gr- 


DAMIANA. 

Botanical  !Xame,  T^mera  Aphrodisiaea.  Habitat,  Mestico. 

Z^oeal  or  Conamon  Name,  Datniana.  Medicinal  Parts,    The  leaves  and  flourera. 

This  drug  was  first  heralded  to  the  profession  in  too  much  of  a  "cure  all"  and  "quacky" 
etyle.  We,  with  many  others,  had  come  to  look  upon  the  article  as  decidedly  "  gamey,"  and  a 
Boorce  of  profitable  revenue  to  the  charlatan.  In  many  cases  in  which  it  has  been  employed, 
we  believe,  it  has  proven  a  failure.  This  might  have  been  owing  to  an  erroneous  selection  of  cases 
the  prescriber  having  been  misled  by  the  glowing  announcement  of  its  wonderful  capabilities 
as  an  aphrodisiac.  As  the  drug  is  one  of  our  mints,  in  style  of  taste,  being  decidedly  like 
luchn  in  its  flavor,  it  is  probably  stimulant  in  its  action  to  the  urinary  channels  through  which 
it  passes  to  be  eliminated.  If  the  incorrigibles  (due  to  some  nervous  lesion)  had  not  been 
£.uioBg  its  first  cases  for  experimentation,  its  results  might  have  been  better.       Relieving,  how- 
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ever  in  Qur  motto,  remediam  iion  condemnatum  est,  doiwe  id  &xpertum  sit,  we  gave  the  remedy 
a  trial  in  the  following  case,  and  with  advantage.  Cubeba,  Copaiba,  Belladonna,  etc.,  had 
been  tried  before  we  resorted  to  it.  The  person  was  a  yoang  man,  in  apparently  good  health, 
in  whom,  for  a  few  months,  the  virile  powers  had  seemed  to  have  been  exhausted  ;  so  much  so 
that  no  erotic  idea  could,  reflexly,  induce  an  erection.  He  was  24  years  of  age  ;  clerk  in  one  of 
our  large  wholesale  stores  ;  habits  every  way  regular  ;  in  good  flesh  end,  were  it  not  for  this 
failing,  in  good  spirits. 

•  There  was  nothing  to  lead  one  to  belief  that  masturbation  or  sexual  intercourse  could  have 
induced  the  failure  of  erection.  The  only  concomitant  symptom  was  a  slight  irritability  of  the 
neck  of  the  bladder.  After  trying  several  remedies  for  this  irritability,  a  last  resort  was  made 
of  bougieing  and  fluid  extract  of  Damiana  in  3  doses.  The  IJougie,  progressively  to  a  No.  12, 
was  introduced  in  some  five  sittings.  When  it  was  discontinued,  the  bladder  irritability  being 
partly  relieved,  the  Damiana  was  CDntinued  until  he  was  capable  of  getting  and  maintaining  an 
erection.  That  the  bougieing  could  not  have  been  the  chief  cause  in  inducing  this  return  of 
power  I  am  satisfied^  as  it  was  used  three  times  before  resorting  to  the  Damiana  with  no  appar- 
rent  benefit,  save  an  amelioration  of  the  slight  bladder  trouble.  It  was  only  after  the  trial  of 
the  Damiana  that  erection  was  possible,  although  some  irritation  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  was 
yet  remaining. 

Dr.  Alexander  Murray,  of  New  York  City,  relates,  in  the  Medical  Record  for  August  last 
the  following  cases : 

Case  I.  was  that  of  a  lady,  aged  24,  of  a  highly  hysterical  constitution,  who  was  married 
about  three  years.  Her  menstruation  was  always  regular,  but  scanty,  of  a  pale  color,  and  un- 
attended with  pain.  She  informed  her  husband,  that  about  a  year  previous  to  her  marriage  she 
had  lost  all  sexual  desire,  owing,  as  she  alleged,  to  a  paroxysm  of  hysterical  convulsions.  She 
had  strong  hopes  that  the  influence  of  matrimony  would  restore  the  lest  appetite. 

Her  husband  manifested  great  anxiety  for  her  recovery,  and  especially  as  he  was  desirous  of 
having  family.  A  careful  examination  of  the  organs  of  generation  showed  that  they  were  normal 
and  healthy. 

It  was  determined  in  this  case  to  give  Damiana  a  fair  trial,  in  order  to  test  its  real  or  the- 
rapeutical value.  I  began  treatment  by  giving  the  fluid  extract  in  two-drachm  doses  three  times 
a  day  for  one  month,  and  then  one  ounce  and  a  half  in  divided  doses  for  the  succeeding  two 
months.  During  the  third  month  she  imagined  she  had  recovered  somewhat  her  sexual  appe- 
tite. The  use  of  the  drug,  however,  produced  a  decided  change  in  her  physical  appearance, 
making  her  robust  and  healthy,  whereas  before  she  had  been  thin  and  pale.  She  was  naturally 
of  a  constipated  habit,  and  consequently  required  the  occasional  use  of  purgatives.  After  the 
extract  of  Damiana  had  been  taken  for  a  few  days,  it  produced  large  soft  alvine  evacuations,  and 
subsequently  the  menstrual  flow  was  both  normal  in  quantity  and  color.  The  latter  effect,  I 
believe,  was  due  altogether  to  the  improved  condition  of  her  health,  rather  than  to  any  em- 
menagogue  properties  in  the  drug. 

Case  II. — Mr.  K. ,  aged  42  years,  a  native  of  Germany,  merchant,  had  always  enjoyed 

good  health  ;  never  had  syphilis  or  any  other  disease,  that  he  is  aware  of;  and  had  not  at  any 
time  indulged  in  the  excessive  use  of  stimulants  or  tobacco.  About  six  months  after  his  second 
marriage,  he  experienced  marked  sexual  weakness.  Re  attributed  the  cause  of  his  weakened 
powers  to  having  been  allowed,  through  neglect  of  the  attendants,  while  taking  a  vapor  or  Rus- 
sian bath,  to  remain  too  long  on  his  back  on  a  heated  marble  slab.  He  also  stated  that  the  ex- 
cessive inhalation  of  steam  during  the  sweating  process,  produced  palpitation  of  the  heart,  diffi- 
cult breathing,  and  a  sense  of  immediate  suffocation.  Soon  after  he  left  the  bathrooms  he  had 
a  slight  attack  of  vertigo,  and  experienced  great  difficulty  in  walking  to  his  residence,  which 
was  about  four  blocks  off. 

Two  months  before  he  came  under  my  observation,  he  had  been  treated  for  impotence  by  a 
"  charlatan,"  who,  under  the  promise  of  a  speedy  cure,  fleeced  him  out  of  a  large  sum  of  money. 
Mental  despondency  arising  from  the  cares  of  business,  with  his  anxiety  concerning  his  young 
wife,  drove  him  to  the  verge  of  insanity. 

After  a  careful  review  of  his  case,  I  was  doubtful  of  obtaining  satisfactory  results  by  any 
mode  of  treatment  whatever,  and  accordingly  held  out  no  promise  of  success.  However,  I  ap 
plied  galvanism  (interrupted  current)  to  the  spine  every  second  or  third  day,  for  four  weeks,  and 
gave  the  fluid  extract  of  Damiana  in  half-ounce  doses,  thrice  daily  for  nearly  nine  weeks. 
about  three  months  from  the  commencement  of  treatment  he  stated,  to  use  his  own  words,  that 
"  he  was  a  man  again,"  and  expressed  himself  very  desirous  of  continuing  the  Damiana. 

Cask  III.— John  B ,  28  years,  a  robust,  healthy -looking  person  ;  a  house-carpenter ;  never 

had  syphilis  ;  married  about  nine  months.  He  attributed  the  cause  of  impotency  to  the  taunts 
of  his  wife,  whose  propensities  were  stronger  than  his  own.  The  consequence  of  this  was  the 
most  unbridled  excess  in  sexual  indulgence  during  the  first  six  months  of  matrimony.  He  was 
very  despondent  at  times,  and  threatened  to  commit  suicide  in  the  despair  of  a  cure.  Separation 
from  his  wife  for  a  time,  cheerful  society,  and  the  administration  of  Damiana,  resulted  in  about 
two  months  in  restoring  the  sexual  ability. 

Cask  IV. — Mr.  Charles  H ,  aet.  34 ;  clerk  ;  short,  stout,  and  vigorous  ;  while  walking,  fell 

and  hurt  his  spine.  He  complained  of  severe  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  back  (sacro-coccy- 
geal  region)  and  the  left  thigh.  Micturation  was  for  several  days  both  painful  and  difficult.  The 
shock  to  the  spine  produced  impotency.     He  had  neither  desire  for,  nor  power  of  coition.     His 
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wife,  a  good  sensible  woman,  consoled  him,  and  encouraged  the  hope  that  time  and  medical 
treatment  would  restore  the  lost  functions. 

About  three  weeks  from  the  day  of  inj  ury,  Faradization  was  employed  daily  to  the  spine  for 
eight  applications.  As  he  was  unable  to  attend  to  business,  he  resolved  to  go  into  the  country 
for  a  short  time  until  recruited.  I  supplied  him  with  the  fluid  extract  of  Damiana  sufiicient  lor 
six  weeks,  with  directions  to  take  four  drachms  three  times  a  day.  He  called  to  see  me  after  an 
absence  of  two  months,  and  reported  that  there  was  a  marked  improvement  in  his  sexual  ability. 
Subsequently,  after  two  weeks  by  too  frequent  marital  intercourse,  a  diminution  of  virile  power 
was  apparent,  and  coosequently  he  fell  back  on  Damiana  for  a  few  weeks  longer.  Moderate 
indulgence  was  now  strictly  enjoined. 

Case  V. — Mr.  R ,  set.  46  ;  a  lawyer  ;  had  syphilis  when  a  young  man.    He  had  an  attack 

of  apnplexy  about  four  years  ago,  and  for  several  days  was  in  a  precarious  condition,  but  he  grad- 
ually recovered  consciousness,  leaving  <he  left  side  completely  paralyzed.  Bj>  judicious  treat- 
ment and  repeated  applications  of  faradism,  he  was  able  in  six  weeks  to  walk  about,  and  in  less 
than  three  months  to  follow  his  professional  avocations.  Although  sufficiently  recovered  to 
attend  to  hie  business,  still,  he  had  been  quite  frequently  despondent,  as  he  experienced  a 
mH,rked  loss  of  sexual  ability.  For  this  ailment  he  had  consulted  several  physicians,  followed 
their  advice,  and  had  used  phosphorus,  strychnia,  ergot,  and  electricity,  without  any  apparent 
eflfect  in  restoring  his  virile  power. 

For  more  than  two  years  he  had  given  up  all  treatment  as  useless  1  advised  him  to 
give  Damiana  a  steady  trial  for  at  least  two  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  to  let  me  know 
the  result.  There  was  a  decided  improvement  in  his  condition.  The  power  of  erection,  how- 
ever, was  not  altogether  satisfactory,  and  though  at  times  it  was  sufficient  to  complete  the 
sexual  act,  yet,  it  very  often  failed  at  the  important  moment.  His  recovery,  although  not  com- 
plete, had  exceeded  his  anticipations,  and  encouraged  the  hope  that  Damiana  would  ultimate- 
ly accomplish  the  desired  result. 

In  a  few  esses  of  midwifery — inertia  of  the  uterus — 1  have  given  four  drachms  of  the  fluid 
extract  every  30  minutes,  three  succeeding  times,  without  apparently  augmenting  uterine 
contraction. 

I  have  noticed  that  when  Damiana  had  been  taken  for  a  week  or  two,  it  invariably  pro- 
duced (in  about  two-thirds  of  my  patients)  an  eruption  of  acne  on  the  head  and  body.  It  also 
induced  large  soft  evacuations  from  the  bowels,  especially  in  those  of  a  constipated  habit.  The 
drug  did  not  act  as  a  laxative,  but  more  as  an  alterative — in  fact,  somewhat  similar  in  its  re- 
sults to  the  extract  of  belladonna,  when  administered  in  chronic  constipation. 

I  did  not  observe  any  marked  effect  on  the  heart,  liver,  stomach,  or  bladder.  In  a  few  in- 
stances I  noticed  the  diminution  of  the  phosphates,  and  almost  the  entire  absence  of  the  oxalate 
of  lime,  which  usually  appear  in  the  urinary  secretion  in  cases  of  nervous  affections,  and  espe- 
cially in  cases  of  impotency. 

The  value  of  Damiana  in  impotency  is  more  apparent  in  stimulating  venereal  desire  than 
in  restoring  the  vigor  or  power  of  the  virile  member.  In  several  cases,  the  drug  failed  to  ma- 
nifest any  curative  effect,  while  in  others,  particularly  in  those  arising  from  an  attack  of  para 
lysis  (hemiplegia),  even  of  six  or  eight  years'  standing,  it  was  more  or  less  beneficial. 

Damiana  is  by  no  means  an  agreeable  remedy  to  take.  The  bitter,  slightly  acrid  taste, 
and  the  "  sagey  "  flavor  are  disliked  by  many  patients.  It  sometiaaes  excites  nausea  or  vomit- 
ing, especially  when  taken  on  an  empty  stomach,  or  when  the  dose  is  not  largely  diluted  with 
some  menstruum. 

Generally  I  prescribe  the  fluid  extract  of  Damiana  in  combination  with  equal  parts  of 
glycerine  and  syrup  of  telu,  or  with  some  fruit  syrup.  Several  of  my  patients  have  taken  the 
drug  in  claret,  Rhine  wine,  or  lager  beer,  to  disguise  the  taste,  while  many  others  prefer  the  cold 
fresn  infusion.  Frequently  I  have  prescribed,  as  an  adjunct,  dilute  phosphoric  acid,  from  10 
to  15  drops  with  each  dose  of  Damiana.     This  addition  renders  it  pleasant  and  easy  to  take. 

Dr.  Van  Arnum,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  writes  to  the  Virginia  Medical  Monthly  for  July,  as 
follows : 

I  noticed  in  the  MontJdy  for  May  an  article  on  Damiana,  with  a  list  of  cases  showing  results 
attending  its  use.  I  also  observed  in  the  same  issue,  an  editorial  notice  of  this  new  medicine, 
which  concludes  with  an  invitation  for  further  reports  from  those  who  may  have  used  the  re- 
medy ;  and  as  I  have  had  a  fiae  typical  case,  I  give  it  to  your  readers  : 

Some  months  ago  my  attention  was  called  to  the  properties  of  Daaiiana  by  a  medical 
friend  of  this  city,  and  having  a  case  soon  after  wherein  the  use  of  a  medicine  possessing  the 
qualities  claimed  for  Damiana  were  indicated,  I  concluded  to  give  it  a  trial. 

Mr.  M.,  set.  55  years,  had  been  a  widower  five  years.  Six  months  ago  he  became  enamored 
of  a  young  woman,  proposed  marriage  and  was  accepted,  and  the  day  fixed  for  the  wedding. 
Some  weeks  since  he  came  to  me  in  great  distress,  stating  that  he  had  been  under  treatment 
for  sometime  for  inertia  of  the  genital  organs,  but  without  benefit.  He  stated  that  he  had  not 
had  an  erection  for  more  than  three  years,  and  in  view  of  his  approaching  marriage  to  a  young 
woman,  was  most  anxious  to  restore  the  animal  passions  and  powers. 

I  recommended  tbe  use  of  fluid  extract  of  Damiana  in  tablespoonful  doses  every  four  hours. 
(I  will  here  state  that  the  wedding  was  postponed  for  three  weeks.)  After  the  usa  of  the  medi- 
cine for  some  two  and  one  half  weeks,  he  reported  that  he  was  in  condition  to  consummate  the 
marriage  act.     He  was  duly  married,  and  is  now  on  his  wedding  tour. 

In  the  same  journal,  in  the  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Society  of 
Baltimore,  under  the  discussion  of  "  impotency,"  Dr.  John  Morris  reported  a  case  as  foUowa: 
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Man,  set.  35,  wBight  200  pounds,  general  health  good,  and  has  not  been  addicted  to  any  im- 
prudences. Has  used  phosphorus,  nux  vomica,  tincture  of  cantharides  in  drachm  doses,  and 
electricity,  with  no  benefit.  Latterly,  he  has  tak-^n  Damiana,  during  the  use  of  whioh  he  has 
bad  one  eraclion.  He  has  been  an  inveterate  smiker  and  ale-lrinker,  but  some  mouths  ago  he 
stopped  these  habits.  At  first,  Dr.  M.  was  inclined  to  attribute  these  troubles  to  the  cessation 
of  tlie  habits,  or  the  state  of  depression  resulting  therefrom,  and  accordingly  directed  him  to  re- 
sume the  moderate  use  of  both  ;  but  this  plan  has  not  been  followed  by  any  improvement.  It 
has  occured  to  him  that  the  injection  of  turpentine  might  do  good. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  when  Dr.  Caldwell  first  wrote  in  favor  of  this  drug,  he  waa 
quite  enthusiastic  in  its  praise,  so  much  so  as  to  lead  many  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  his  state- 
ments. In  an  editorial,  in  the  Virginia  Medical  Mordlily,  Dr.  Landou  B.  Edwards,  in  writing 
upon  Damiana,  says: 

To  satisfy,  however,  to  some  extent,  the  curiosity  that  has  been  awakened  regarding  the 
value  of  Damiana,  we  will  state  that  we  have  learned,  indirectly,  from  a  medical  officer  of  the 
U.  S.  Army,  who  had  opportunities  a  year  or  two  ago  of  learning  something  of  this  drug,  that 
it  is  of  frequent  use  amoug  the  natives  of  the  section  of  couotry  where  the  plant  is  said  to  be 
indigenous,  and  that,  according  to  the  statements  of  these  natives,  the  eflPects  claimed  by  Dr. 
Caldwell  for  Damiana  are  not  overstated.  A  private  communication  from  a  regular  physician  of 
good  professional  standing  of  Washington,  D.  C,  also  confirms  in  general  the  correctness  of  Dr. 
Caldwell's  estimate  of  the  drug. 

Under  the  head  of  Correspondence  in  this  issue,  and  in  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Baltimore  Medical  and  Surgical  Society  will  also  be  found  confirmatory  experieaces.  We  have, 
moreover,  the  promise  of  a  paper  on  the  subject  by  a  distinguished  medical  writer  and  professor 
in  Baltimore,  whose  observations  in  the  main  are  corroborative  of  the  experience  above  stated. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  have  not  heard  of  a  single  uhfavorable  experience,  though  we  would  be 
greatly  surprised  if  such  does  not  occur. 

W.  H.  Myers,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  writes  to  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. :  "In  June  last  I  received 
a  circular  from  Lehn  &  Fink,  ot  New  York  City,  calling  my  attention  to  your  (Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.'s)  preparation  of  Damiana.  Since  then  I  have  given  it  quite  an  extensive  trial  in  my  private 
practice  and,  as  a  resiilt,  1  find  thai  in  cases  of  partial  impotency,  or  other  sexual  debility,  that 
its  success  is  universal.  In  fact,  it  has  produced  favorable  results  in  some  cases  that  I  deemed 
hopeless  on  account  of  their  resiating  entirely  the  action  of  the  remedies  usually  specified  in  such 
cases.  I  therefore  pronounce  it  the  most  effective  and  only  remedy  that  in  my  hands  produces 
a  successful  result  in  all  cases.  The  only  objection  to  its  use  is  its  liability  to  produce  disorders 
of  the  digestive  system,  but  by  combining  it  with  cinchona  and  sherry  wine  it  partially  obviates 
that  tendency.  If  you  could  produce  it  in  solid  form  it  would  be  much  easier  to  administer 
as  a  pill." 

Preparations. 

Fluid  Extract— Dose,  one-halt  to  one  fluid  drachm. 

Solid  Extract — Dose,  seven  to  ten  grams. 

Suj^ar-coated  Pills — Each  pill  contains  three  grains  ot  the  Extract. 

Elixir — Dose,  one  to  two  fluid  drachms. 

^dministx-ation. 

To  be  given  ordinarily  from  three  to  tour  limes  a  day.  Should  be  combined  with  aroma- 
tics  to  cover  the  disagi-eeable  taste,  when  the  fluid  extract  is  used. 


JABORANDI. 

Botanical  Name,  PUocarpua  PennalifolUia.  Habitat,  SrcuM, 

Local  or  Comiaon  Name,  fXaborandi.  Medicinal  Part,  The  leave*. 

Summary  from  otjr  last  issue. — From  the  report  of  Dr.  Robin,  in  the  Oaaette  Medi- 
cale,  we  find  that  salivation,  exudation  (intestinal),  lachrymation,  and  increase  of  bron- 
chial secretions  are  the  proper  and  constant  symptoms  observed  after  the  use  of  Jaborandi. 
The  Doctor  makes  no  mention  of  its  sudorific  properties,  as  his  experiments  were  especially 
directed  to  its  action  upon  the  alimentary  tract. 

Drs.  Tizzoni  and  Chiocconi,  in  Rivista  Clinica  di  Bologna,  report  the  drug  as  a  diapho- 
retic and  a  sialagogue.  They  regard  it  as  of  great  value  in  acute  or  chronic  rheumatic  aflec- 
tions,  severe  effusions,  and  syphilitic  affections. 
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On  the  botanical  source  of  the  drug,  E.  M.  Holmes,  Curator  of  the  Museum  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  writes  to  the  American  Journal  of  Phm-macy,  1875,  as  follows: 

Having  lately  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  a  quantity  of  jaborandi  from  Pemam- 
buco,  through  the  kindness  of  Messrs.  Hearon,  Squire  and  Francis,  I  was  fortunate  enough 
to  find  several  ripe  fruits  of  the  plant.  These  fruits  are  distinctly  Rutaceous  in  their  cha- 
racter, and  enable  me  to  confirm  Professor  Baillon's  conjecture  that  they  belong  to  that  na- 
tural Order,  and  probably  to  a  species  of  Pilocarpus^  which,  if  not  identical,  certainly  comes 
very  near  to  the  P.  pennati/oUus,  Lemaire. 


t1*^  entire  leaf.  2  J.caflet ;  under  Kicle  sIiowIdk  vcnp.tlon.  3.  An  enure  fruit  and  peduncle— natural  size. 
4.  Ditto,  with  two  carpels  ouly  devclciied,  showing  the  deflexed  pedicel.  5.  Carpel,  ghowini;  the  dehiscence.  0. 
Carpellary  valve,  ehowlng  the  reticulated  inner  eurlace.  7.  Kndocatp,  ehowlne  the  dilated  placenta  and  then 
ftuucnlnt.    8.  Placenta  separated.    9.  Seed;  a,  Mlum.    10.  Endocarp  with  placenta.    11.  Cotyledon, 
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The  leaflets  are  very  variable  in  size,  even  on  the  same  leaf.  There  general  outline  is 
oblong-lanceolate.  They  are  entire,  with  an  emarginate  or  even  retuse  apex,  and  an  uneven 
base.  Their  texture  is  coriaceous,  and  when  moistened  reminds  one  in  size  and  thickness 
of  the  leaf  of  the  cherry  laurel.  The  veins  are  prominent  on  both  sides  of  the  leaf,  and 
branch  from  the  midrib  at  an  obtuse  angle  (about  60°)  in  a  pinnate  manner,  remaining  di- 
stinct until  within  one  quarter  of  an  inch  of  the  margin  of  the  leaf,  where  they  become  lost 
in  the  network  of  veinlets.  The  midrib  is  scarcely  prominent  on  the  upper,  but  forms  a  di- 
stinct keel  on  the  under  surface  of  the  lea/let.  Wlien  held  up  to  the  light  the  leaflets  are 
seen  to  be  densely  pellucidly  punctate.  These  pellucid  dots,  which  are  receptacles  of  secre- 
tion, are  not  arranged,  as  in  another  kind  of  jaborandi,  in  lines  along  the  veinlets,  but  are 
irregularly  scattered  all  over  the  leaf,  and  appear  equally  numerous  in  every  part ;  they  are 
mostly  rather  large,  but  vary  a  little  in  size.     The  whole  plant  is  glabrous. 

I  may  remark  here  that  there  appears  to  be  two  varieties,  if  not  species,  of  this  Pilocar- 
piis,  the  one  being  perfectly  smooth  in  every  part,  as  above  described,  and  the  other  having 
the  stems,  petioles,  and  under  surface  of  the  leaves  covered  with  a  dense  velvety  pubescence 
composed  of  simple  hairs.  The  hairs  are  not  so  numerous  on  the  leaves  and  lower  part  of 
the  stems,  but  appear  to  be  singularly  persistent,  as  they  may  be  found  on  the  bark  for  a 
considerable  distance  down  the  stem  when  it  is  examined  with  a  lens.  In  shape  and  size 
the  leaves  resemble  those  above  described,  but  are  rather  thinner  in  texture,  and  have  a 
somewhat  different  and  less  pungent  taste.  The  lowest  pair  of  leaflets  in  the  specimens  I 
have  examined  are  only  two  to  three  inches  from  the  base  of  the  rachis.  I  have  not  succeed- 
ed in  finding  entirely  glabrous  leaves  on  the  stems  which  have  hairy  leaves,  nor  hairy  leaves 
on  the  stems  which  have  smooth  leaves,  and  therefore  consider  that  the  plant  witli  hairy 
leaves  is  probably  a  distinct  variety. 

Therapeutical  Applications. 

Dr.  V.  Weber,  at  a  meeting  of  the  New  York  Alumni  Association  of  the  Philadelphia 
College  of  Pharmacy,  read  an  interesting  report  on  "  The  therapeutical  effects  of  Jabo- 
randi." He  considered  it  a  very  valuable  diaphoretic,  but  stated  that  the  greatest  drawback, 
for  its  use,  was  its  sialagogue  properties.  If  this  could  be  in  some  way  overcome,  and  the 
portion  contributing  to  this  effect,  could  be  separated  from  the  drug,  it  would  come  into 
general  use. 

Dr.  Ambrosoli,  in  the  Gazette  Med.  Lombardia,  gives  the  results  ot  a  series  of  trials,  fifty  in 
number,  of  Jaborandi  upon  his  hospital  and  private  patients.    These  are  his  conclusions  : 

1.  An  infusion  of  five  or  six  grammes  in  water,  drunk  either  cold  or  tepid,  the  patient 
bein^  in  bed  and  warmly  covered  up,  produces,  in  from  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes,  and  rarely 
after  one  or  two  hours,  a  protuse  sweating  over  the  whole  body,  which  is  prolonged  from  four 
to  fourteen  hours,  and  which  may  be  renewed  on  successive  days  without  an  additional  dose 
having  been  taken.  3.  Besides  the  sweating,  there  generally  occurs,  half  an  hour  after  taking 
the  Jaborandi,  an  abundant  viscous,  ropy  salivation,  which,  by  reason  of  the  large  quantity  of 
liquid  with  which  it  fills  the  mouth,  impedes  speech.  The  quantity  of  saliva  secreted  varies 
from  one  to  four  glasses  ibicchiere) ;  and  during  its  secretion  the  mucus  membrane  of  the  mouth 
18  a  little  hyperaemic,  and  the  salivary  glands  are  somewhat  swollen.  3.  On  examination  of 
the  saliva  and  sweat  induced  by  Jaborandi,  urea,  but  not  m'ic  acid,  is  found  in  notable  quan- 
tities. In  some  individuals  abundant  and  prolonged  salivation  has  been  produced,  as  also  co- 
pious bronchial  secretion.  4.  When  the  sweating  and  salivation  commence  appearing,  the 
pulse  is  increased  by  some  beats,  the  temperaturf-  rises  some  tenths  of  a  degree,  and  the  respi- 
rations are  more  frequent.  After  one  or  two  hours  ti'om  the  commencement,  of  the  administra- 
tion, the  pulse  and  respiration  diminish  in  frequency,  and  the  temperature  may  become  lowered 
by  even  four  degrees  (centigrade).  These  facts  predicate  that  we  have  to  do  with  a  powerful 
modifier  of  febrile  action — one  tliat  is,  perhaps,  more  prompt  in  its  action  than  quuune  and  de- 
gitalis 

Below  we  quote  Irom  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh  Medico-Chuiugical 
Society  in  November  last,  some  highly  interesting  facts  respecting  the  therapeutical  application 
of  Jaborandi. 

Dr.  Craig  related  several  good  experiments  with  the  infusion  of  Jaborandi.  In  all  cases  he 
used  the  strained  infusion,  and  in  no  case  failed  to  get  the  action  of  Jaborandi  both  as  a  siala- 
gos;ueand  as  a  diaphoretic  He  maintained  that  the  active  principle  of  Jaborandi  is  soluble 
in  water,  and  that  the  strained  infusion  possesses  all  the  activity  of  the  drug.  This,  he  held, 
was  proved  by  his  experiments.  He  found  that,  when  injected  up  the  rectum,  the  infusion 
also  produced  the  same  effects  as  when  swallowed.  He  made  some  remarks  on  the  botany  of 
the  plant,  and  then  recommended  Jaborandi  in  levers,  dropsies,  (especially  into  the  pleural 
cavities,)  diabetes,  etc. 

Dr.  Brakenridge  then  stated  that  he  had  had  some  experience  of  the  uses  of  Jaborandi  in 
various  conditions  He  might  mention  the  following  :  -Iq  a  case  of  pleuritic  effusion  a  full  dose 
rapidly  removed  the  effusion.  It  returned  to  some  extend  to  days  later,  and  was  again  removed 
permanently  by  a  second  dose,  followed  by  appropriate  treatment.  He  had  at  present  two 
cases  in  his  wards  in  the  Royal  Infimary  under  treatment  with  this  drug.  One,  a  young  men, 
sufiferingtrom  severe  postscarlatinal  nephnds,  had  now  taken  daily  thirty  grains  in  mvided 
doses,  for  about  ten  days,  with  most  satisfactory  results.     The  other  case  was  more  interesting, 
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and  be  would  refer  to  it  m  detail,  because  the  condition  which  it  iUusfcrated  (post-scarlatinal 
dropsy)  was  one  in  which  he  believed  Jaborandi  would  yet  prove  very  successful.  The  patient, 
a  boy  14  years  of  age,  was  brought  into  his  ward  from  Dr.  Guthrie's  Bagged  School,  on  Oct. 
20.  He  was  then  suffering  from  very  marked  anasarca  of  the  face,  throat,  and  abdomen,  with 
considerable  ascites,  a  very  slow  pulse,  ranging  from  forty  to  sixty  per  minute,  and  a  normal 
temperature.  There  was  a  very  small  proportion  of  albumen  in  the  urine,  and  the  bowels 
were  regular.  Ordinary  treatment  by  digitalis  and  other  diuretics,  purgatives,  and  hot  external 
applications  to  induce  ijerspiration,  was  persevered  m  for  five  days,  not  only  without  benefit, 
but  with  the  result  that  the  patient's  condition  had  gradually  become  worse.  On  the  sixth 
day,  on  going  into  the  ward,  Dr.  Brakenridge  observed  that  the  breathing  was  labored,  and 
found,  on  auscultation,  considerable  oedema  of  both  lungs.  The  amount  of  albumen  in  the 
urine  had  also  increased,  and  the  total  amount  passed  in  the  twenty-four  hours  was  only  twenty 
ounces.  The  same  afternoon,  about  three  oclock,  convulsions  commenced,  and  before  nine 
o'clock  on  the  following  morning  he  had  twenty-one  fits.  These  were  controlled  by  the  inha- 
lation c{  chloroform.  The  digitalis,  which  had  been  administered  by  the  mouth,  being  now 
vomited,  was  ordered  to  be  given  by  the  rectiun  and  dry-cuppmg  to  be  applied  over  the  loins. 
Mr.  Forjett,  resident  physician  in  the  fever-house,  that  afternoon  administered — most  appropri- 
ately, as  the  result  proved — ten  grains  of  Jaborandi,  followed  by  doses  of  five  grains  until  thirty 
grains  had  been  administered.  A  moist  state  of  the  skin,  with  gentle  diarrhoea  and  a  moderate 
flow  of  saliva,  was  thus  induced.  This  action  was  kept  up  steadily  day  after  day  by  the  daily 
administration  of  thirty  grains  of  the  drug  in  divided  doses  as  at  first.  In  three  or  four  days  the 
dropsy  had  entirely  disappeared,  and  the  urine  was  normal  in  amount,  with  only  a  trace  of 
albumen.  The  other  points  of  interejt  in  this  case  to  which  Dr.  Brakenridge  wished  to  draw  at- 
tention particularly  were  the  following: — 1,  The  action  of  the  Jaborandi  on  the  skin,  bowels, 
and  salivary  glands  was,  contrary  to  what  might  have  been  expected,  accompanied  by  a  steady 
increase  in  the  amount  of  urine  passed.  Thus  the  daily  quantities,  dating  from  the  twenty- four 
hours  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  Jaborandi;  were  20  oz.  on  that  day,  then  26,  28,  30, 
60,  65  and  67  oz.  on  the  following  six  days  respectively.  That  this  increase  in  the  amount  ought 
to  be  attributed,  not  to  the  dry  cupping,  nor  to  the  digitalis,  but  to  the  Jaborandi,  was  clear;  for 
after  it  had  been  given  for  nine  days,  the  amount  of  the  urine  being  then  65  ounces,  the  supply 
of  Jaborandi  ran  short.  Only  ten  grains  were  given  on  the  succeeding  day,  and  none  at  all  on 
the  next,  and  the  urine  again  fell,  notwithstanding  that  the  digitalis  was  still  continued  to  45, 
and  then  to  35  oz.  A  new  supply  of  Jaborandi  having  been  obtained,  and  its  administration  re- 
sumed, the  amount  of  urine  passed  again  rose  at  once  to  above  60  oz.  This  Dr.  Brakenridge 
considered  a  most  important  fact,  it  confirmed  by  further  cases.  2.  Little  effect  was  put  on 
temperature  or  pulse.  3.  But  in  this  case  and  the  one  immediately  preceding  it,  among  the  first 
efifects  of  the  drug  observed  was  an  improvement  In  the  general  feelings,  and  increased  appetite. 
In  this  boy  it  became,  and  had  continued,  ravenous  4.  Dr.  Brakenridge  beheved  the  method 
of  giving  the  drug  in  small,  frequently  repeated  doses,  adopted  in  these  cases,  will  prove  to  be 
the  most  effective  and  safe  motie  of  administering  it.  In  this  case  it  had  been  continued  steadily 
— with  the  exception  of  the  interval  referred  to,  when  the  supply  ran  short— for  a  lortnight, 
with  the  eflFect  of  accomplishing  a  complete  cure. 

Dr.  R.  S.  Peart,  in  the  British  Medical  Journal,  states  the  drug,  Jaborandi,  is  an  efficient 
galactagogue,  and  offers  this  testimony  :  Dr.  Munro  stated,  in  the  British  Medical  Journal 
of  October  28th,  that  an  ointment  of  Calabar  beau  applied  to  the  breast  had  in  his  practice 
increased  the  secretion  of  milk  where  this  had  failed.  I  may,  therefore,  mention  what  will 
be  found  a  safer  agent  than  applying  a  poisonous  ointment  where  it  might  readily,  by 
carelessness  or  forgetfulness,  come  into  contact  with  the  infant's  mouth.  Jaborandi,  in  do- 
ses of  five  grains  of  the  powder,  infused,  and  taken  three  times  a  day,  has  had  a  very  de- 
cided effect  in  increasing  the  secretion  of  milk  in  several  cases  where  mothers  have  had 
scarcely  any  flow,  and  have  in  consequence  been  unable  to  suckle  their  children.  After 
taking  the  above-mentioned  powders  the  flow  has  very  soon  been  much  more  satisfactory, 
to  the  surprise  of  the  patient,  and  somewhat  to  that  of  the  doctor,  as  I  have  not  hitherto 
had  much  faith  in  galactagogues.  It  is,  however,  necessary,  if  the  breasts  be  not  well  de- 
veloped, and  therefore  do  not  readily  take  to  their  secreting  function,  to  continue  the  drug 
for  some  time,  as  the  secretion  will  probably  again  fall  off  if  the  powders  are  discon- 
tinued too  early.  The  resulting  milk,  I  need  scarcely  say,  agrees  quite  well  with  the 
infant,  the  Jaborandi  having  no  unfavorable  effect  upon  its  quality.  The  drug  itself  is 
said  to  have  no  such  action  upon  children  as  upon  adults.  The  above  property  was  in- 
dicated and  the  earliest  accounts  of  the  effects  of  Jaborandi  published  by  Dr.  Ringer  and 
others,  by  whom  it  was  noticed  that  it  increased  the  secretions  of  the  skin  and  of  the 
salivary  and  mammary  glands.  In  giving  any  galactagogue,  however,  the  necessary 
materials  for  the  supply  of  good  milk,  in  the  shape  of  a  liberal  diet,  should  be  admin- 
istered at  the  same  time ;  for  in  some  persons  having  a  difficulty  in  nursing,  one  could 
almost  say  ex  nihilo  nihil  Jit,  the  mother  being  badly  nourished  herself,  and  therefore  have 
ing  but  little  pabulum  to  spare  for  her  offspring;  though,  no  doubt,  by  some  mothers 
milk  is  secreted  abundandly,  while  they  are  themselves  very  indifferently  nourished. 


See  notes  on  front  cover  page. 
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nVeTV    Ohemicals. 
Camphor  Monobromated.  Ammonlumi  Picrate. 

Sodium  Choleate.  Nitrite  Amyl. 

Sodium  Sulpho-carbolate.  Acid  Salicylic. 

Zinc  Phospliide.  Hydrastia  (wMte  alkaloid). 

Preparations  of  Salycilic  Acid. 

This  remedy  has  attracted  much  attention  and  comment  of  late  among  practitioners,  and 
while  there  is  some  diversity  of  opinion  as  regards  its  remedial  action,  all  seems  to  unite  in 
regarding  it  as  a  valuable  addition  to  our  materia  medica.  It  has  achieved  much  reputation  in 
the  treatment  of  acute  rheumatism,  hectic  fever,  cholera  infantum  (as  a  prophylactic),  offensive 
breath,  etc.,  etc.  It  is  also  ot  much  value  as  an  antiseptic.  To  remove  any  objections  which  the 
crude  drug  may  possess,  we  have  prepared  it  in  the  form  of  an  elixir — simple  and  in  combi- 
nation— and  ot  a  sugar-coated  pill,  as  follows! 
Elixir  Salicylic  Acitl. 

Each  fluid  drachm  contains  one  grain  salicylic  acid. 
Elixir  Salicilic  Acid  witli  Iron. 

Each  fluid  drachm  contains  one  grain  salicylic  acid,  and  one  grain  citrate  iron. 
Pil.  Acid  Salicylic,  1  grain.    

Elixir  Liicorice  Aromatic. 

(Quinine  Elixir.) 

Physicians  will  appreciate  a  reliable  vehicle  for  the  administration  of  quinine  and  other 
remedies  characterized  by  a  disagreeable  taste,  which  would  render  them  unobjectionable  to 
the  most  fastidious  patient.  We  oflFer  this  preparation  as  a  most  eflFectual  agent  ior  the  purpose, 
and  can  promise  great  satisfaction  from  its  use,  if  the  directions  are  ioUowed,  viz :  place  two  to 
five  grains  of  quinine  in  a  wine  glass,  add  a  dessert  spoonful  of  the  elixir,  stir  briskly  till 
thoroughly  mixed,  and  then  let  the  mixture  be  taken.  Immediately  afterwards  swallow  about 
a  teaspooaful  of  the  clear  elixir.     No  taste  of  the  salt  will  be  experienced. 

Useful  with  any  disagreeable  mixture  or  fluid  extracts,  etc. 

Clilor- Anodyne. 

A  iJotnbination  of  Mnrphia  (Xuriixte),  Cannabis  Jndloa,  Glilornform,  Oil  Peppermint  and  Cnpaicum 

In  this  admirable  combination  we  have  endeavored  to  produce  a  preparation,  which,  in 
the  hands  of  the  practitioner,  will  prove  a  substitute  for  opium,  morphine  and  chloral,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  without  the  subsequent  objectionable  features  ot  either  After  a  thorough  trial  by 
many  physicians  throughout  tliis  country  aud  Canada,  we  have  received  hundreds  of  letten 
testifying  relative  to  its  value  as  a  rapid  and  eflfective  therapeutical  agent.  Attractive  in  appear- 
ance, agreeable  in  taste  and  odor,  wonderfully  immediate  in  its  relief  to  the  suflerer,  Chlor- 
Anodyne  has  become  almost  iudispensible  to  the  practitioner,  especially  in  the  treatment  of 
children,  nervous  and  delicate  women,  and  other  patients,  who  caunot  bear  the  administration 
or  unpleasant  sequelae  of  the  popular  narcotics  of  the  day; 

As  an  unfailing  relief  and  remedy  in  colic,  cramps,  cholera  morbus,  cholera  infantum  and 
bilious  colic,  Chlor- Anodyne  has  proved  itself  all  a  physician  could  desire. 

It  will  be  found  of  much  value  in  the  treatment  of  certain  forms  of  neuralgia,  nervous 
headache,  delirium  tremens,  hysteria,  and  in  most  cases  where  an  anodyne,  sedative  or  sopori- 
fic  is  indicated. 

KON  -  HUMANIZED    COW    POX. 

This  Vaccine  cannot  "be  Excelled. 

Is  in  the  form  ot  Points,  or  Crusts.    My  own  preferenci  is  for  Points,  as  I  find  them  more  reliable. 
This  lymph  is  the  result  neither  of  retro-vaccination  norof  re-vaccinatlonBofsame  animal,  but  is  secured  from 
a  succession  of  heali  hy  young  heifers. 

Has  been  endorsed  by  Physicians  in  every  State  of  the  Union. 

Prices.— Ten  large  ivory  points,  charged  on  both  sides,  grade  X,  $1.50 ;  grade  XX,  $2.50 ;  grade  XXX,  $3.50, 
(faruishied  only  in  larse  quiutiiy,  or  during  an  epidemic).  Tae  "grades"  are  made  accordingto  the  length  of  lime 
removed  from  the  animal.    The  XX  are  the  ones  especially  recommended. 

Crusts  will  be  sold  Dy  weight.  Those  weighing  2  grains,  $2.5U  ;  8  grains,  $^.25 ;  4  grains,  $3.75 ;  5  grains, 
$4.00;  6  grains,  $4.2.') ;  7  grains,  $4.50;  8  grain8,,$4.70;  9  grains,  $4.90;  10  grains,  $5.00. 

All    Material    is   warranted    Exactly   as   Represented. 

If  any  package  of  grade  X  proves  inert,  it  will  be  replaced  by  a  fresh  supply,  if  reporled  with  the  return  of  the 
numbered  wrapper,  wirhin  15  oays  of  the  dateof  sale.  This  warrant  is  extended  on  grades  XX,  and  XXX  to  21 
and  28  days  respectively. 

1  he  higher  grades  only  are  recommended,  but  for  various  reasons  they  cannot  always  b^  furnished  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice.  Every  effort  however  will  be  put  forth  to  give  perfect  eaiisfactlon,  and  lo  fill  no  orders  with  any 
bat  a  rtliable  article. 

No  OKDEBS  FnxBD  tTNLKss  ACCOMPANIED  BT  BEUiTTANCE.  P.  O.  Orders  or  Drafts  are  safest,  speediest  and 
most  convenient,  while  registered  letters  are  always  delivered  one  or  two  days  later.    Addrtss : 


C.  HENRI  LEONARD,  M.  D., 

BOX  641,    DETROIT,  ]UJCH. 
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Vol,  1.  Detroit,  April  15,  1877.  No.  2. 

The  Size  op  our  Journal  is  increased  this  month,  owing  to  the  printing,  in  full,  of 
the  article  upon  sugar-coated  pills  by  J.  B.  Moore,  {Am.  Jo^ir.  Pharm.)  We  trust  it  will  be 
read  by  each  one  of  our  friends,  as  it  is  on  a  subject  worthy  of  their  attention.  A  few 
years  ago,  as  a  result  of  several  experiments,  we  published  an  article  upon  the  soliibility  of 
sugar-coated  pills,  and  find  that  the  deductions  made  by  Mr.  Moore  fully  bears  out  our  as- 
sertions then  made. 

OuK  January  Number  has  been  warmly  received  by  the  profession  with  many  ex:- 
pressions  of  commendation  and  compliment.  Applications  for  copies  have  poured  in  upon 
us  to  such  an  extent  as  to  exhaust  our  supply  of  20,000,  necessitating  a  second  edition. 

We  still  extend  to  Physicians  our  offer  "  to  mail  the  remaining  numbers  of  New 
Preparations  for  1877  gratuitously  to  any  one  ordering  them."  Send  the  name  of  one 
or  more  of  your  medical  friends  if  you  choose. 

Physicians  subscribing  should  take  care  to  write  their  address  plainly,  or,  what  is 
better,  enclose  a  printed  card,  letter-head  or  label. 

Back  Numbers  will  be  sent  to  any  Physician  who  will  send  us  his  address,  and  enclose 
ten  cents  in  stamps. 

Our  motto — remedium  non  condemnatum  est,  donee  id  expertum  sit, — is  as  extensive  in  its 
application  as  the  domain  of  Botany,  and  so  we  call  upon  all  to  favor  us  with  reports  upon 
the  action  of  remedies  (of  course  proprietary  or  patent  we  do  not  mean  to  include)  that  have 
been  lately  put  upon  the  market,  or  those  found  successful  in  private  practice,  although  the 
remedy  may  not  have  seen  the  drug  market  at  all. 

Write  briefly  and  to  the  point,  covering  but  one  page  of  note  paper,  or  two  pages 
if  the  case  reported  is  unusually  interesting. 


SULPHATE  OF  QUININE. 

The  trade  in  quinine  is  just  now  the  subject  of  perhaps  more  than  usual  interest,  owing  to 
the  marked  advance  during  the  past  eight  months,  during  which  the  manufacturers'  price  has  risen 
from  $3.20  to  $3.75  per  ounce,  while  outside  holders  now  obtain  $4.00  to  4  25.  This  is  owing  to  a 
decided  advance  in  the  price  of  cinchona  bark,  both  here  and  in  London,  which  has  been  caused  by 
the  insurrection  in  Columbia^an  important  source  of  supply — which  renders  the  prospects  for 
the  future  supply  entirely  problematical.  The  quinine  trade  is  exposed  to  the  disturbing  effects 
of  frequent  revolutions  in  Columbia,  as  the  most  of^our  supply  of  bark  comes  from  that  country, 
while  Europe  draws  a  great  portion  of  its  supply  from  IndiB.  It  is  stated  that  the  total  number 
of  cinchona  trees  in  India  is  2,765,000  of  the  red  bark  variety,  which,  though  it  does  not  yield  fo 
much  quinine  as  the  yellow,  yet  it  is  said  to  give  more  alkaloids.which  as  a  febrifuge  are  nearly  as 
effective,  and  are,  moreover,  easily  extracted.  These  trees  occupy  about  3000  acres,  and  most  of 
the  bark  is  sent  to  London. 

In  1866  the  government  of  Madras,  a  country  greatly  troubled  with  malarial  diseases,  ap- 
pointed a  medical  commission  to  prepare  a  report  with  reference  to  the  efficacy  of  the  products 
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of  cinchona  bark,  from  whicli  it  appears  that  the  number  of  cases  of  paroxysmal  and  malarious 
fevers  treated  was  3,472 — 836  with  quinine,  664  with  quinidine,  569  with  cinchonine,  and  403 
cinchonidine— these  terms  referring  to  different  alkaloids  extracted  from  Peruvian  bark.  It  fur- 
ther appears  that  the  ratio  of  failures  to  the  1,000  ciises  was  6  for  quinidine.  7  for  quinine,  10  for 
cinchonidine  and  23  for  cinchonine — the  latter  extract  thus  seeming  to  be  the  least  valuable  of 
any. 

The  trade  in  quinine  is  in  this  country,  as  well  as  most  other  parts  of  the  world,  a  very  im- 
portant one.  The  consumption  in  the  South  and  West,  where  miasma  is  especially  prevalent,  is 
annually  very  large,  but  the  demand  very  easily  supplied  by  our  manufactories,  most  of  which 
are  in  Philadelphia.  The  present  cost  is  not  only  higher  than  a  few  months  ago,  but  consider- 
ably more  than  at  this  time  last  year,  when  manufacturers'  price  was  $2.20.  Most  of  the  quinine 
consumed  in  this  country  is  of  domestic  manufacture  ;  for,  although  the  duty  on  foreign  is  by 
no  means  prohibitive,  and  French  quinine  can  in  fact  be  bought  here  and  sold  at  under  the  price 
of  American,  the  annual  importations  of  the  foreign  product  reach  only  a  moderate  quantity. 

This  great  consumption  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine  has  made  this  salt  a  "  leader,"  or  "  bait," 
in  all  general  transactions  in  drugs — wholesale  dealers,  exerting  every  energy  to  increase  their 
business,  are  wont  to  reduce  the  price  per  oz.  to  figures  which  aflFord  them  only  a  microscopic 
margin.  Manufacturers  of  the  various  pharmaceutical  preparations  of  the  salt,  have  also  been 
drawn,  unfortunately,  into  the  commercial  vortex  by  mutual  competition.  We  say  unfortun- 
ately, for  the  history  and  laws  of  commercial  transactions  admonish  us  that  when  goods  are 
marketed  at  an  actual  loss,  a  remedy  is  sought  in  adulteration,  or  short  weight — indeed,  some 
foreign  firms  are  calling  for  adulterated  articles.*  Messrs.  Howard  &  Son,  of  London,  report  a 
letter  received  by  them  from  a  foreign  merchant,  who,  though  he  had  a  high  opinion  of  their 
quinine,  found  it  too  good  for  his  market.  He  promised  them  large  orders  if  they  would  put 
up,  expressly  for  him,  half-ounce  vials,  containing  65  per  cent,  of  quinine,  and  35  per  cent,  of 
magnesia,  so  that  he  might  compete  with  a  French  product,  containing,  he  said,  25  per  cent,  of 
magnesia.  We  hardly  suppose  that  Messrs.  Howard  had  to  wrestle  long  with  the  temptation, 
and  it  was  unnecessary  for  them  to  remark  that  they  sent  their  correspondent  "a  suitable  reply." 

Quinine  Pills. 

In  the  hands  of  the  wholesale  druggist,  quinine  is  sold  in  sealed  bottles,  to  which  are  affix- 
ed the  stamp,  trade  mark  and  label  of  the  manufacturerf  ;  thus  ensuring  the  genuineness  of  the 
contents,  at  least,  until  the  price  shall  tempt  the  counterfeiter  to  imitate  these  marks  of  origin. 
When,  however,  these  marks  are  erased,  and  the  mixture  undergoes  manipulation  in  the  ^pTO- 
CQSS  olth.Q  Tii&nxif&cinre  ®i  elixirs,  piUs  2iVLdL0i\iet  pharmaceutical  preparations,  the  identity  of 
the  salt  is  lost,  and  an  opportunity  for  adulteration  is  oflFered.  Analysis  now  becomes  a  difficult 
and  complicated  operation,  and  physicians  are  compelled  to  accept  now  the  reputation  of  the 
manufacturer  as  a  guarantee  for  the  purity  of  the  several  preparations. 

Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  we^neither  accuse  nor  suspect  any  of  our  manufacturing  houses 
in  good  standing  of  any  leaning  toward  misrepresentations  of  any  kind.  We  simply  have  made 
these  remarks  from  inferences  drawn  from  the  commercial  history  of  the  past.  If  our  physicians 
will  but  take  the  trouble  to  examine  into  the  probable  cost  of  these  expensive  preparations,  tak- 
ing as  their  basis  the  quotations  given  in  their  several  priced  drug-currents,  or  in  their  medical 
journals,  they  will  find  that  for  the  past  year  sugar-coated  pills  of  quinine  have  been  sold  by 


*  Adulterated  SulpJiate  of  Quinia  has  been  noticed  in  France  by  Dr.  P.  Jaillard ;  it  contained 
the  almost  incredible  amount  ot  70  per  cenl.  of  potassium  nitrate.  The  adulterated  article  had 
the  appearance  of  the  pure  salt,  but  possessed  a  bitter  and  saline  taste,  was  to  a  large  extent 
soluble  in  water  at  the  ordinary  temperature,  only  in  part  soluble  in  strong  alcohol.  The  aque- 
ous solution  heated  with  an  acid  solution  of  ferrous  chloride,  oxidizes  the  latter  readily.  The 
salt  heated  upon  the  blade  of  a  knife  deflagrates  and  leaves  a  white  ash.— Jour.  dePhar.  et  de 
Chim.,  Nov.,  1876. 

t  Since  the  above  has  been  in  print  out  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  remarks  of  A.  W.  Miller,  M.  D., 
Ph.  D.,  on  Adulteration,  (Pharmaceutical  Meeting,  January  19,  1877),  from  which  we  make  abstract  as  follows  : 

Sulphate  of  Quinia,  put  up  in  the  usual  style  of  the  American  manufacturers,  has  hereto- 
fore been  regarded  as  being  above  reproach.  Even  our  lately  much  abused  dealers  in  pure 
essential  oils  in  New  York  contented  themselves  with  operations  in  Pelletiei's  French  quinia. 
My  information  is  to  the  effect  that  a  year  or  two  ago,  in  one  of  our  Western  cities,  the  labels 
of  American  manufacturers  were  deliberately  soaked  off",  after  which  an  admixture  of  salicin 
was  introduced.  The  label  was  then  replaced,  and  the  article  disposed  of.  Another  somewhat 
more  enterprising  dealer  in  the  same  city  had  muriate  of  cinchonia  manufactured  on  his  own 
premises,  and  used  this  to  adulterate  sulphate  of  quinia  to  a  large  extent.  In  this  case  the  pre- 
paration was  put  up  in  tin-cans  without  bearing  the  name  of  any  manufacturer. 
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manufacturers  to  the  wholesale  trade  at  wholly  unremunerative  prices.  The  recent  advance  in 
quinine  has  necessitated  a  corresponding  advance  in  the  price  of  the  pills,  and  Physicians  will 
find  it  not  only  just,  but  profitable  to  discourage  the  cutting  of  rates  ielow  the  actual  trade 
vaiiie  of  the  crude  articles. 

The  high  price  of  quinine  has  long  stimulated  the  search  for  substitutes,  which  will  pro- 
duce the  required  therapeutical  effect,  and  yet  cost  materially  less.  We  give  a  few  of  those 
agents  which  have  received  commendations  from  the  profession,  as  substitutes  for  the  quinine 
sulphate,  among  which  are  the  other  alkaloids  of  the  the  cinchona  bark,  as 

Quinidia  Sulphate. 

Probably  of  all  the  alkaloids  of  the  cinchona  bark,  none  approach  nearer,  in  therapeutic 
value,  to  quinia  than  quinidia.  It  has  been  pronounced  by  many  physicians  as  in  reality  su- 
perior to  the  former  both  in  therapeutic  efficacy  as  an  antiperiodic  and  tonic,  but  also  in  the 
marked  absence  of  the  cerebral  symptoms.  By  reference  to  the  extract  irom  the  report  of  the 
Madras  government,  as  quoted  above,  it  will  be  seen  that  quinidia  produced  better  results  per 
1000  cases  than  either  ot  the  other  alkaloids.  Sulphate  of  quinidia  is  now  sold  by  manufacturers  at 
less  than  half  the  price  ot  quioia.  It  is  really  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  profession  have  been 
so  slow  in  recognizing  the  high  rank  of  this  alkaloid,  especially  when  the  price  is  so  low  in  com- 
parison with  its  better  known  rival.  Sugar-coated  pills  of  this  salt  are  ofi'ered  of  the  following 
sizes:  1,  8  and  3  grs. 
Cinchonidia  Sulphate. 

Sugar-coated  pills  of  this  alkaloid  are  made  by  our  manufacturers  in  1,  2  and 
3  grain  pills.  As  a  testimonial  of  the  value  of  this  alkaloid  in  malarial  diseases  we  hare  the 
following  estimate  of  its  merits  as  given  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Kentucky  State  Medical 
Society,  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Larabee. 

First,  it  is  preferred  by  patients,  because  it  does  not  produce  so  much  cerebral  disturbance 
and  nausea.  When  given  in  doses  about  one-fifth  larger  than  quinine,  it  is  quite  as  efficient  as 
the  latter  when  restricted  to  ordinary  varieties  of  malarial  disease.  In  some  cases  ol  remittent, 
it  does  not  act  so  promptly  in  checking  the  fever,  and  in  every  case  Dr.  Larabee  says  he  was 
compelled  to  substitute  quinine,  to  save  time  and  trouble,  thus  showing  that  its  febrifuge  power 
is  much  feebler,  though  it  may  be  said  that  the  effect  might  have  been  produced  by  still  further 
increasing  the  dose,  which,  however,  would  have  been  objectionable,  on  account  of  the  bulk. 

At  the  Bellevue  Hospital  the  surgeons  have  declared  cinchonidia  to  be  a  valuable  tonic  and 
febrifuge,  but  found  it  to  be  quite  inadmissible  in  seveid  surgical  injuries,  especially  to  the  ge- 
nito-urinary  system,  and  in  cases  of  shock,  by  reason  ol  Its  tendency  to  induce  emesis  and  con- 
gestive symptoms.  In  such  cases  cinchonidia  had  to  bi  abandoned,  and  quinia  substituted.  In 
purely  medical  affections,  however,  such  as  fever,  pne  imonia,  etc.,  its  use  was  attended  with 
good  results.  When  the  tonic  effects  of  cinchona  are  desired,  cinchonidia  may  safely  be  resort- 
ed to,  a  fact  of  considerable  importance,  bearing  in  mind  the  difference  in  price  of  the  two  salts. 

The  fast  increasing  sale  of  this  alkaloid,  though  comparatively  new  to  the  American  pro- 
fession, would  indicate  a  growing  confidence  in  its  merits,  based  on  practical  experience. 

Cinchonia  Sulphate. 

Physicians  differ  materially  in  their  opinions  of  the  relative  value  of  cinchonia  as  compared 
with  quinia,  some  claiming  that  the  former  possesses  all  the  properties  and  strength  of  the  latter, 
while  others  state  that  it  is  equal  only  in  its  tonic  properties,  being  decidedly  inferior  as  a  febrifuge. 
There  is  no  question,  however,  as  to  the  therapeutic  value  of  sulphate  ot  cinchonia  in  the  treat- 
ment ot  malarial  diseases,  both  in  the  way  of  a  tonic  and  as  a  prophylactic.  Though  m  our 
opinion,  it  is  much  less  efficient  as  an  anti-periodic,  than  the  other  cinchona  derivatives.  While 
in  the  same  dose  it  may  be  Ibund  inferior  to  quinine  as  an  antiperiodic,  yet  in  many  cases  an  in- 
crease ot  from  one-quarter  to  one-third  the  dose  will  produce  the  required  effect.  Physicians  in 
India,  however,  state  that  in  a  tropical  climate  it  cannot  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  quinine  on 
account  of  the  cerebral  disturbance  it  is  apt  to  produce.  In  pilular  form  we  have  it  in  1^  and  3 
grains  each. 

The  combined  alkaloids. 

Then  we  have  chinoidine  and  also  the  alkaloids  combined.  These,  in  a  slightly  increased 
dose,  seem  to  possess  the  anti-periodic  qualities  of  the  quinine  sulphate,  and  as  general  tonics, 
may  be  preferred  to  it.  The  ringing  of  the  head  and  other  unpleasant  symptoms  seem  to  be 
avoided  by  their  use,  and  so  certainly  speak  much  in  favor  of  these  cheaper  salts,  when  simply 
a  tonic  action  is  desired. 

Physicians  have  long  acknowledged  that  the  Calisaya  bark  will  produce  effects  that  quinine 
is  incapable  of  producing,  yet  are  restricted  in  its  use,  on  account  of  the  size  and  nauseating 
features  of  the  dose.    Mr.  E.  H.  Sargent,  of  Chicago,  recommends,  as  a  substitute,  the  mixture 
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of  tlie  alkaloids  in  pill  form  after  the  following  formula,  (whicli  is  now  offered  by  manufacturers 
under  the  name  ot  "  Pil.  Cali&aym  Alkaloidos.") 

^    Quiniae    Sulph.    ^  gr. 
Quinidiae        "       I  " 
Oinchonise     "       i  " 
Cinchonidiae "      |"    for  one  pill. 
Although  this  formula  does  not  exactly  represent  the  combination  of  the  alkaloids  as  found 
in  the  bark,  yet  from  the  satisfaction  derived  from  its  use,  it  is  deemed  unadvisable  to  modify  it. 

Ammonii  Carbazoas  (Picrate  of  Aininonium») 

Is  another  substitute  that  has  been  offered  for  the  salt  under  discussion.  This  is  furnished 
in  sugar-coated  pills  of  ^,  :J,  -J  or  1  grain  each,  according  to  the  wish  of  the  prescriber. 

In  a  recent  communication  to  the  Societe  Therapeuiique  de  Paris,  l/r.  Daj  ardin-Beaumetz 
investigated  the  character,  properties,  and  uses  of  Carbazotate  of  Ammonia  (combination  of  Am- 
monia with  Carbazotic,  Picric,  and  Trinitrophenic  Acid),  especially  as  a  therapeutic  successor  to 
Sulphate  of  Quinine.  After  relating  the  successful  employment  of  this  salt  in  intermittent  fever 
by  Braconnot,  Calvert,  Aspland,  Bell,  Chazereau  des  Thureaux,  Manopa,  ect..  Dr.  Beaumetz  gave 
the  result  of  six  cases  treated  by  himself,  and  of  various  experiments  carried  on  upon  animals 
and  man  Like  Quinine,  Carbazotate  of  Ammonia  diminishes  the  strength  of  the  pulse,  and 
brings  on  heaviness,  cephalagia,  and  even  delirium,  and  is  eliminated  by  the  kidneys.  These 
effects  have  again  been  stated  by  Dr.  Beaumetz.  As  to  the  clinical  results,  they  may  be  summed 
up  thus : 

Case  1.  Quotidian  ague  ;  recovery  after  four  days'  treatment ;  daily  dose  from  one  to  two 
centigrammes  of  the  substance  in  pills. 

Case  2.  Quotidian  ague  (Sulphate  of  Quinine  having  been  given  without  effect) ;  complete 
recovery  after  five  days ;  five  pills  used. 

Case  3.     Tertian  ague  ;  recovery  after  eight  days  ;  two  pills  a  day. 

Case  4.     Quotidian  ague  ;  recovery  after  eight  days. 

Case  5.     Facial  neuralgia  ;  speedy  recovery. 

Case  6.  Tertian  ague  (Sulphate  of  Quinine  had  been  administered  during  seventeen  days 
with  no  result) ;  completely  cured  after  the  administration  of  six  centigrammes  (about  one  grain) 
of  the  salt  for  two  days. — Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Person,  writing  to  the  St.  Louis  Med.  and  Surgical  Journal,  says : 

In  malarial  sections  such  quantities  of  quinine  are  necessary,  that  physicians  will  welcome 
the  introduction  of  an  antiperiodic,  that  will  prove  a  valuable  adjuvant  to,  if  not  a  complete  sub- 
stitute for  quinine.  The  objections  to  quinine  are  numerous,  but  the  chief  ones  are  cost,  difficul- 
ty of  administration,  constitutional  idiosyncrasy,  and  last,  not  least,  the  difficulty  of  getting  a 
pure  article.  The  inducement  to  adulterate  is  too  great.  The  quantity  of  quinine  necessary  to 
prevent  a  paraxysm  of  pernicious  intermittent,  in  this  section,  would  astonish  the  physicians 
who  accept  the  teachings  of  the  Dispensatory  in  regard  to  quantity.  The  small  size  of  a  dose  of 
medicine  is  of  no  minor  consideration  to  the  party  who  takes  it.  Repeated  disappointments  in 
the  effects  of  quinine  last  summer,  induced  me  to  experiment  with  a  sample  of  carbazotate  of 
ammonium.  I  have  been  using  it  constantly  ever  since,  in  a  great  many  cases  requiring  the  use 
of  an  anti-periodic,  with  more  uniform  success  than  I  generally  derived  from  either  quinine  or 
arsenic.  Several  of  my  cases  seem  to  indicate  that  it  arrests  the  paroxysms  more  completely 
than  quinine.  I  have  succeeded  with  it  in  chronic  quotidian  ague  of  long  standing,  while  qui- 
nine, arsenic,  and  the  whole  catalogue  of  tonics  and  alteratives  had  been  tested  thoroughly.  For 
ordinary  chills,  so  prevalent  in  the  Southern  States,  I  have  ceased  using  quinine  entirely.  In 
order  to  test  the  virtues  of  the  drug  more  fully,  I  divided  my  stock  of  the  salt  with  another  phy- 
sician, who  reports  perfect  success.  In  one  case,  however,  it  produced  free  emesis  and  intense 
cephalagia,  the  effects  of  an  overdose,  probably.  It  is  rarely  necessary  to  give  more  than  one 
grain  twice  daily,  until  six  grains  are  given,  before  I  obtain  the  proper  effect.  I  have  never  had 
occasion  to  push  the  remedy  to  the  extent  of  producing  discoloration  of  the  skin.  I  have  not 
tested  its  efficacy  so  thoroughly  in  remittents  as  I  have  in  intermittents.  But  my  observation, 
as  far  as  it  extends,  proves  it  to  be  as  effective  in  one  form  as  the  other.  I  have  given  it,  regard- 
less of  febrile  excitement,  with  impunity,  and  with  the  happiest  effect. 

The  result  of  my  experience  is,  that  while  quinine  possesses  so  many  valuable  and  varied 
therapeutical  properties,  it  is  not  likely  to  be  superseded  by  any  other  remedy,  yet  carbazotate 
of  ammonium  possesses  properties  which  render  it  preferable  to  quinine  in  a  great  many  in- 
stances as  an  antiperiodic,  and  is  therefore  worthy  a  trial. 

Warburg's  Tincture. 

This  preparation  is  also  offered  as  a  substitute  for  quinine.  If  not  less  costly,  on 
account  of  the  presence  of  quinine  itself  as  one  of  the  ingredients,  it  is  said  to  be  more 
effectual  as  a  febrifuge  and  thus  in  the  end  more  economical.  To  meet  the  numerous  in- 
quiries as  regards  the  composition  and  uses  of  this  remedy,  we  reprint  two  articles  relative 
to  the  subject,  which  will  be  found  on  page  17  of  this  number. 

Eucalyptus. 

Eucalyptus  has  also  been  extolled  as  a  febrifuge.  It  is  used  to  its  best  advantage,  perhaps, 
in  the  chronic  cases,  or  those  complicated  with  sluggish  livers,  and  general  malaise.  For  a  more 
complete  history  of  its  anti-malarial  powers  see  our  following  article.  It  is  furnished  in  2  gr.  pills  of 
the  extract,  or  in  the  compound  eucalyptus  pill,  each  pill  containing  of  the  extract  of  eucalyp- 
tus, 1  gr. ;  of  the  extract  of  sanguiuaria,  igr.  ;    and  of  the  extract  of  apocynum,  i  grain. 
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EUCALYPTUS  GLOBULUS. 

By  C.  Henri  Leokaed,  M.  D. 

Botanical  Name,  £ncalyptus  Qlobulus.  Habitat,  Australia. 

Local  or  Common  Names,  Blue  gum,  Fever  tree,  £e.  Medicinal  Part,  T/ie  leaves. 

The  tree  from  which  this  remedy  is  obtained  is  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  the  Au- 
stralian forest.  It  is  an  evergreen  and  belongs  to  the  natural  order  of  Myrtacese,  the  same 
order  that  gives  us  our  clove,  cajeput,  pimento,  and  other  similar  vegetable  products  of 
our  materia  medica.  In  its  mother  country  it  grovrs  to  a  gigantic  size,  corresponding  there- 
in, in  its  native  woods,  to  our  "  big  trees  of  California  "  of  the  American  forests.  It  is  not 
unusual  to  find  specimens  four  hundred  feet  in  height.  In  1862  a  plank  was  taken  from  the 
body  of  one  of  these  trees,  and  sent  to  England,  that  measured  65  feet  in  length,  ten  feet  in 
width,  and  of  a  proportionate  thickness.  It  was  desired  to  send  one  that  was  160  feet  in 
length,  and  of  proportionate  siz3  otherwise,  but  no  ship  could  be  found  that  could  transjDort 
it.  The  wood  is  compact,  quite  heavy,  and  is  imjjregnated  with  balsam,  or  resin,  that  gives 
it  valuable  keeping  qualities,  and  of  great  use  in  the  arts.  From  its  resinous  character,  it 
is  of  more  value  for  ship-keels  than  our  rock  elm  ;  and  it  is  this  same  resinous  principle  of 
high  nautical  value,  that  makes  it  of  so  much  interest  to  the  pharmacist  and 
physician.  Besides  these  general  features,  it  has  another  important  one,  that  of  rapid 
growth.  Forests  spring  up  in  a  single  decade  of  years.  Trees  twenty  and  thirty  feet  in 
height,  in  the  Channel  Islands,  have  been  seen  in  four  years  from  the  planting  time.  In 
Texas  they  have  been  known  to  grow,  from  Spring  to  November,  to  be  10  or  12  feet  in 
height.  In  Florida  a  growth  of  5  feet  in  four  months  has  been  recorded.  In  California  a 
growth  of  40  feet,  in  height,  with  a  diameter  of  one  foot,  has  been  obtained  in  four  years' 
time.  As  a  shade-tree,  it  is  not  of  value,  as  the  trunk  is  so  tall,  straight  and  limbless  save 
at  the  top,  that  the  sunlight  always  strikes  the  ground,  even  at  the  base  of  the  tree.  The 
curious  position  and  shape  of  the  leaves  also  permit  of  this  thorough  permeation  of  the  sun- 
light, a  characteristic  of  the  Australian  forests. 

We  have  just  alluded  to  the  peculiar  shaped  leaves :  in  the  young  seedling  they  resemble 
our  common  myrtle  leaves ;  but  as  the  trunk  lengthens  out  into  its  straight  and  slender 
form,  the  leaves  also  partake  of  a  similar  formative  growth,  so  that  in  the  mature  tree  they 
are  one  inch  in  width,  by  from  four  to  seven  inches  in  length.  In  color  they  are  of  a  pea- 
green  shade,  which  gradually  turns  darker  as  the  plant  matures.  Instead  of  turning  their 
flat  surface  to  the  sun,  as  is  common  with  our  tree-leaves,  they  hang  in  a  drooping  fashion, 
from  the  stem,  and  so  present  only  their  edges. 

Its  fruit,  preceded  by  purple-hued  and  solitary  flowers,  resembling  our  myrtle  flower, 
except  that  they  are  more  full  of  honey  than  our  myrtle,  is  a  reversed  cone  with  four  pro- 
minent sides,  and  hangs  high  up,  near  the  top  of  the  tree. 

It  is  from  the  leaves,  and  flowers,  that  the  most  of  the  medicinal  portions  are  obtained. 
Still,  the  wood  contains  them  all,  but  in  a  lesser  ratio,  and  less  managable  form.  It  is  the 
oil,  Eucalyptol,  that  is  probably  the  active  ingredient  in  the  difierent  eucalyptal  preparations. 

The  first  experiments  upon  its  antifebrile  qualities  were  made  by  Dr.  Tristany,  in  Spain, 
in  1871.  They  were  corroborated  by  the  trials  made  by  Dr.  Brunei,  of  Montivedio,  and 
since  then  by  the  leading  practitioners  of  most  civilized  countries.  Besides  their  therapeu- 
tical value,  of  which  we  shall  speak  further  on,  the  tree  in  its  living  presence  is  invaluable 
as  a  prophylactic  to  certain  diseases  arising  from  exposure  to  malarial  miasm. 

Tracts  of  land  rendered  absolutely  untenantable,  from  the  ravages  of  malaria,  may,  by 
the  influence  of  the  trees  growing  thereabouts,  be  made  fruitful  and  healthful.  This  has 
been  tried  in  many  countries,  under  many  varying  circumstances,  and  with  uniform  success. 
This  is  due  to  a  three-fold  action,  viz  :  The  high,  open  growth  of  the  tree,  heretofore  alluded 
to,  permitting  the  free  entrance  of  sunlight  and  air  about  the  roots  of  the  trees ;  the  free 
and  rapid  growth  of  the  tree,  thus  furnishing  ready  drainage  for  the  sweltering  swamps 
about  which  they  may  be  planted ;  and  lastly,  by  the  anti-malarial  influence  of  the  balsamic 
odors  with  which  it  impregnates  the  surrounding  air.  The  second  factor  is  probably  as 
important  a  one  as  any  in  the  make-up  of  the  anti-malarial  influence  of  the  tree.  When  you 
come  to  put  into  figures  the  amount  of  representative  moisture  daily  exhaled  from  one  of 
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these  trees,  the  result  is  really  surprising.  Of  course,  no  exact  computation  has  been  made ; 
but  from  certain  crude  experiments  made  by  the  writer  a  half  dozen  years  ago  with  the 
common  maple-leaf— a  tree  of  slow  growth,  and  one  delighting  in  warm  dry  soils — we  are 
sure  that  this  factor  is  greatly  underrated.  Assuming  one  grain  an  hour  to  be  the  moisture- 
exhaling  work  of  each  leaf  (and  this  is  less  than  our  experiments  with  the  maple  leaf  would 
warrant),  we  have  then  from  twelve  to  fifteen  grains  of  moisture  daily  as  the  representative 
draining-work  of  each  leaf;  multiply  this  by  the  total  number  of  leaf-elements  in  a  grove  of 
Eucalypti  and  you  get  an  enormous  product.  Gimbert  states  that  a  single  tree  draws  ten 
times  its  own  weight  of  water  from  the  soil  in  which  it  grows,  every  24  hours. 

As  to  the  influence  of  the  aroma,  or  balsamic  odor,  it  is  enough  to  mention  that  the 
toxicological  influence  of  the  drug  is  made  manifest  in  many  individuals  by  simply  breathing 
the  strongly-impregnated  air  about  the  grove-premises.  We  will  need  to  mention  but  a 
single  instance,  out  of  the  many  that  could  be  cited,  of  the  anti-malarial  benefit  derived  from 
a  grove  of  these  trees.  Dr.  Logan,  of  Kern  County,  California,  wrote  that  he  had  given  the 
anti-malarial  influence  of  the  Eucalypti  a  fair  test  upon  his  own  place.  He  says  :  "  This  is 
cultivated  by  two  (Chinese  companies  ;  one  company  lives  on  the  north  and  the  other  on  the 
south  end  of  the  premises,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  apart.  The  localities  both  parties  in- 
habit are  iavorable  to  the  developement  of  malaria,  and,  as  might  be  expected,  they  have,  every 
year  during  the  heated  term,  sufiiered  with  malarial  fever.  Last  winter  we  determined  to  test 
the  much  vanted  virtues  of  the  Eucalyptus.  In  February  we  gave  to  the  party  at  the  north  end 
two  ounces  of  seed,  with  direction  that  they  should  be  planted  near  the  house.  They  ger- 
minated finely,  and  produced  several  thousand  of  the  young  plants,  but  the  frost  killed 
most  of  them.  About  1200,  however,  survived.  These,  when  the  heated  term  had  com- 
menced, had  obtained  a  height  of  about  two  feet,  and  emitted  a  strong  aromatic  or  cam- 
phorous  odor,  perceptible  at  a  distance  of  a  hundred  yards.  In  due  time  the  party  at 
the  south  end  were  visited  by  their  usual  mildly- distressing  fever,  but  up  to  the  present 
time  (about  the  middle  of  the  season)  we  have  looked  in  vain  for  the  first  symptoms  to 
develope  in  the  other.  They  are  all,  to  their  own  astonishment,  in  robust  health.  These 
trees  now  average  more  than  three  feet  in  height,  and  the  atmosphere  of  the  houses  is 
strongly  impregnated  with  their  odor."  The  doctor  then  adds  that  though  carefully  search- 
ing for  hygienic  causes,  other  than  the  Eucalypti,  none  could  be  found.  He  has  since 
planted  all  of  the  waste  places  of  his  farm  with  the  trees,  so  firmly  does  he  believe  in  their 
anti-malarial  virtues. 

Our  northern  climate  is  too  rigorous  for  the  growth  of  the  Eucalypti,  thougli  a  few 
trees  are  known  to  be  in  Detroit,  but  here  in  hot-houses. 

As  to  the  therapeutics  of  the  tree.  Hereon  quite  a  volume  could  be  collected  of  the 
reports  of  successful  cases.  We  spare  you  most  of  this  and  give  only  some  of  the  more 
important  and  practical  tests,  or  new  uses  of  the  drug. 

Dr.  WoosTER,  of  San  Francisco,  California,  in  a  report  of  136  cases  of  various 
diseases  treated  exclusively  with  fluid  extract  of  Eucalyptus  Globulus,  gives  the  following 
results :  Eemittent  fever  :  cases  treated,  5  ;  cured,  5.  Intermittent  fever :  cases  treated, 
19;  cured,  19.  Typhoid  fever :  cases  treated,  9  ;  cured,  9.  Nephritis:  cases  treated,  4; 
cured,  3  ;  improved,  1.  Diuresis :  cases  treated,  10 ;  cured,  7 ;  improved  3.  Incontinence 
of  urine :  cases  treated,  8  ;  cured,  3.  Vesical  catarrh  :  cases  treated,  27  ;  cured,  25  ;  im- 
proved, 2.  Blennorrhagia  :  cases  treated,  13  ;  cured,  10  ;  improved,  3.  Valvular  disease  of 
heart :  cases  treated,  7  ;  cured,  0  ;  improved,  7.  Dysentery :  cases  treated,  4  ;  cured,  3  ;  im- 
proved, 1.  Chronic  diarrhoea:  cases  treated,  13;  cured,  9;  improved,  4.  Gonorrhoea  (sy- 
philitic) :  cases  treated,  15  ;  cured,  10  ;  improved,  5.  Dropsy  :  cases  treated,  6 ;  cured,  3  ; 
improved,  3.     Of  the  whole  number  of  cases,  106  were  cured  and  29  improved. 

Dr.  Keller,  Physician  in  chief  of  the  Australian  Railway  Company,  reports  the  follow- 
ing cases,  with  results,  as  treated  with  Eucalyptus.  The  total  number  of  malarial  cases 
was  432.  Of  them  310,  or  71.76  per  cent,  were  cured ;  122  required  a  supplementary  course 
of  quinine.  Of  those  cured  (310),  202  needed  but  a  single  dose  of  the  remedy  (the  tinct- 
ure) ;  the  remaining  108  cases  had  one  or  more  subsequent  paroxysms.  Quinine  had  been 
given  previously  to  the  Eucalyptus  in  118  out  of  the  432  cases.  Of  the  122  cases  in  which 
the  remedy  failed,  58  were  cured  with  quinine,  10  were  sent   home,    16    remained  under 
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treatment  and  38  remained  in  statu  quo.  Out  of  the  118  cases  in  which  the  quinine  had 
been  previously  given,  but  failed  of  arresting  the  disease,  91  recovered  under  the  influence 
of  Eucalyptus,  the  remaining  27  were  unbenefitted.  The  several  types  of  fever  were  as 
follows:  Complicated  quotidian,  117;  simple,  73;  total,  190.  Complicated  tertian,  126; 
simple,  95 ;  total,  221.  Complicated  quartan,  16  :  simple,  4  ;  total,  20.  Complicated  quin- 
tan, 1.  The  complications  were  splenic  and  hepatic  engorgements,  anaemia,  chronic  gastric 
catarrh,  paludal  cachexia,  etc.  The  remedy  proved  itself  successful  in  161  (61.9  per  cent.) 
of  the  complicated  cases,  and  in  149  (86.6  per  cent.)  of  the  simple  cases.  Cures  classified 
according  to  the  types,  we  find  successes  in  the  tertian,  to  have  been  75.57  per  cent. ;  in 
the  quartan,  70  per  cent.;  in  the  quotidian,  67.89  per  cent.  The  remedy,  in  a  single  dose, 
arrested  the  disease  in  107  simple,  and  95  complicated  cases.  The  treatment  was  gener- 
ally commenced  ©n  the  fifth  day  after  the  first  paroxysm,  and  the  average  duration  was  but 
9^  days  ;  whereas,  in  previous  years,  when  quinine  was  employed,  12^  days  was  the  average 
time  of  treatment.  The  tincture  was  made  by  macerating,  for  three  months,  the  leaves 
in  alcohol.  Ten  pounds  of  the  leaves  yielded  twenty -five  quarts  of  the  tincture ;  the  aver- 
age dose  was  two  drachms,  and  the  average  quantity  used  per  patient  was  seven  drachms. 
Dr.  BuRDEL  has  employed  it  in  50  cases  of  quotidian,  39  of  tertian,  and  84  of  quar- 
tan ague.  The  powder,  tincture  and  solid  extract  were  made  use  of.  In  57  cases  he.  de- 
rived no  benefit.  The  treatment  extended  from  five  to  ten  days.  The  extract  in  10  to  12 
grains,  daily,  was  found  most  beneficial  in  preventing  relapses ;  this  was  given  for  five  or 
six  days  after  the  arrest  of  the  paroxysm. 

Castan  reports  33  successful  cases  out  of  a  total  of  44  cases  treated  with  the  dru<^. 
Mees,  out  of  35  cases  had  13  cured,  10  greatly  benefitted,  and  12  partially  relieved. 

LoRiNSEN  cured  43  cases  out  of  51  to  whom  he  administered  the  tincture  as  an  anti- 
periodic.  In  one  case  of  failure,  both  it  and  quinine  where  unavailing.  Bohn  reports 
a  case  of  a  child  with  masked  intermittent,  with  cerebral  complications,  where  the  tinct- 
ure in  drachm  doses  proved  successful  in  relieving  the  symptoms  in  four  hours,  and  he 
recommends  it  in  puerperal  fevers.  Boyce  details  a  case  of  ague  that  had  resisted  quinine 
and  arsenic,  and  was  cured  by  the  Eucalyptus  in  four  days.  He  has  used  it  with  oreat 
success  in  catarrhal  aflfections  of  the  urethra.  The  oil  he  recommends  as  of  use  in  odon- 
talgia. CuRNow,  of  London,  speaks  of  a  Norwegian  that  had  been  five  weeks  with  an  at- 
tack of  ague,  tertian  type.  The  temperature  was  from  104  to  105.6°  F.  at  the  acme  of  the 
fever  before  the  administration  of  the  tincture  of  the  drug.  The  administration  was  com- 
menced on  a  day  preceding  an  attack,  and  given  in  drachm  doses  t&r  in  die  ;  it  modified 
the  attack  on  the  following  day  so  that  the  highest  temperature  of  the  paroxysm  was  but 
100°  F.,  instead  of  the  customary  105°.  No  further  return  of  the  paroxysm  was  noticed. 
In  another  case,  a  Dane,  who  was  admitted  to  the  hospital  after  an  attack  of  five  days  dura- 
tion, with  severe  paroxysms,  lasting  some  twelve  hours  each  time.  The  highest  point  of 
temperature  reached  at  each  attack  was  106.4°.  It  was  of  tertian  type,  and  just  before  the 
next  attack  was  due,  the  administration  of  Eucalyptus  was  begun,  in  the  same  dose,  etc. 
as  before.  The  next  two  attacks  were  modified  in  their  severity,  and  were  much  shorter  • 
the  dose  was  then  doubled,  and  he  had  but  a  single  attack  following  this  date. 

Talbott,  of  Ohio,  gives  us  the  following  cases  as  a  representation  of  what  the  re- 
medy is  doing  for  him  in  malarious  cases. 

Mrs.  v.,  aged  38,  a  farmer's  wife,  very  much  emaciated,  having  been  sufiering  from 
intermittent  fever  for  several  months,  which  had  assumed  the  double  quotidian  type.  For 
the  last  ten  days  she  was  not  able  to  be  out  of  bed.  The  paroxysms  came  on  regularly  at 
7  a.  m.  and  10  p.  m.,  and  were  accompanied  with  very  slight  chilly  sensation  and  some  cold- 
ness of  the  feet,  followed  by  very  high  fever  and  profuse  perspiration.  I  gave  her  very 
large  doses  of  quinine  without  any  effect ;  also  gave  arsenite  of  potash  with  the  same  re- 
sult. 1  then  gave  gtts.  Ix.  of  fl.  ext.  Eucalyptus  every  hour  and  a  half,  commencing  in 
the  sweating  stage  and  continuing  it  until  the  time  for  the  next  paroxysm.  She  did'not 
have  any  return  of  the  attacks,  and  has  continued  well  ever  since,. 

Mr.  P.,  aged  26,  German,  baker,  had  been  treated  for  remittent  fever  for  eight  days  by 
my  friend  Dr.  B.,  of  this  place,  and  he  had  been  given  him  very  large  doses  of  quinine 
without  interrupting  the  paroxysms.  He  became  dissatisfied  and  sent  for  me.  I  gave  him 
gtts.  Ix.  every  hour  and  a  half  of  fl,  ext.  Eucalyptus,  commencing  during  the  sweating  stage 
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and  continuing  until  he  had  six  doses.  He  had  no  more  fever,  and  commenced  his  usual 
occupation  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  3.,  middle  aged,  moved  to  this  placfi  from  Port  .Teflferson,  both  suffering 
with  intermittent  fever.  He  had  been  laboring  under  the  quartan  type  for  eight  months, 
and  she  had  been  troubled  with  the  quotidian  type  for  the  last  two  yars,  more  or  less, 
and  had  had  it  for  the  last  six  weeks  regularly.  She  was  pregnant,  seven  months  advanced, 
anajmic,  with  a  sallow  complexion,  sijleen  very  much  enlarged,  reaching  about  four  inches 
below  the  free  margin  of  the  ribs.  Before  trying  the  Eucalyptus,  I  gave  xx.  grs.  of  quinia  in 
the  sweating  stage,  without  any  effect  in  either  case.  I  then  opened  the  bowels  in  both 
cases  with  hydrag.  chlor.  rait.,  and  followed  it  with  the  usual  doses  of  Eucalyptus ;  there 
has  been  no  return  of  the  disease  in  either  case. 

These  experiments,  although  confined  to  a  small  number  ot  cases,  seem  to  show  that 
there  are  cases  in  which  quinine  proves  inefficacious.  In  such  cases  it  is  important  to  possess 
a  remedy  that  will  answer.  And  I  believe  that  Eucalptus  possesses  that  power.  And,  be- 
sides, it  does  not  cause  those  distressing  head  troubles  that  belong  to  quinia,  and  it  is  not 
nearly  so  disagreeable  to  the  taste. 

In  the  external  application  of  the  Eucalyptus  as  good  reports  have  been  universally 
given,  and  it  is  more  especially  to  this  use  of  it  that  we  would  now  call  your  attention.  In 
the  United  States  this  has  not  been  so  much  dwelt  upon  as  on  the  continent,  probably  through 
lack  of  its  employment  as  an  external  remedy.  As  a  stimulant  to  foul,  or  gangrenuos 
ulcers,  bedsores,  and  in  cases  of  vaginitis,  offensive  leucorrhoea,  chronic  bronchitis  and  the 
like  it  is  one  of  our  best  vegetable  preparations.  Dupuytren  (Pigne)  details  a  few  of  the 
cases  in  which  he  has  made  use  of  it  in  his  hospital  practice.  A  man  who  had  arteritis 
of  the  leg,  succeeded  by  gangrene,  which  extended  so  high  up  as  to  render  amputation 
impossible.  In  two  weeks  a  large  ulcer  resulted,  whose  odor  was  horribly  fetid.  Every- 
thing in  turn  was  employed  to  destroy  this  odor,  to  no  effect.  At  last  a  decoction  of  Eu- 
calyptus was  resorted  to,  and,  without  exaggeration,  he  states,  in  five  minutes  all  fetor 
had  disappeared.  The  decoction  continued  to  be  used  with  the  same  effect  until  death 
occured,  two  or  three  weeks  subsequently. 

Another  man,  who  had  been  under  treatment  in  the  Hospital  for  two  months,  with  ex- 
tensive, deep  ulcer  from  varix,  of  a  year's  duration,  had  the  decoction  applied  to  the  ulcer 
three  times  a  day,  with  remarkable  effect.  In  five  or  six  days  the  ulcer  was  entirely  covered 
with  healthy  granulations,  and  in  a  month  it  was  entirely  well. 

A  woman  had  been  troubled  for  many  months  with  an  ulcer  around  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra.  It  was  cauterized  five  time  with  no  result.  After  twelve  days  use  ot  the  decoction 
of  Eucalyptus,  washing  thrice  daily,  it  was  well. 

Four  cases  of  syphilitic  chancres  healed  under  the  Eucalyptus  dressing  in  five  or  six 
days,  without  other  treatment.  These  were  very  recent  cases,  or  constitutional  treatment 
would  have  been  resorted  to. 

A  man  that  had  intermittent  fever  that  had  proved  rebellious  to  quinia,  and  also  to 
arsenic,  which  latter  had  been  administered  for  two  weeks,  after  a  three  weeks'  course  of 
the  Eucalyptus  was  cured  entirely. 

So  numerous  are  the  casesof  bronchitis  cured  with  the  drug,  he  states,  that  it  is  hardly 
worth  while  to  mention  them. 

Woodward  has  used  the  tincture  as  a  disinfecting  and  anti  septic  enema  in  case  of  re- 
tained and  decomposed  placenta  with  marked  success.  Also  in  a  case  of  putrid  dysente- 
ric passages,  the  Eucalyptus  given  internally  changes  the  offensiveness  of  the  stools,  besides 
checking  their  frequency.  In  a  case  of  diphtheria  where  death  was  supposed  to  be  inevit- 
able, the  local  application  relieved  the  fetor,  and  assisted  in  checking  the  farther  spread  of 
the  disease.  He  has  also  employed  it  in  a  single  case  of  neuralgia  dependent  upon  the 
malarial  taint.  Other  remedies  were  fruitlessly  tried  before  resorting  to  the  Eucalyptus. 
In  twenty-four  hours  the  relief  was  permanent.     He  gave  it  in  fifteen  drop  doses. 

Leart,  in  a  recent  discussion  before  the  "  King's  County  Medical  Society,"  says  that 
for  four  years  he  has  used  it  as  nearly  a  specific  in  gonorrhoea.  He  noticed  then  its  great 
diuretic  powers,  and  so  has  since  given  it,  in  ten  minum  doses  of  the  fluid  extract,  in  cases 
of  dropsy.  He  briefly  reports  four,  one  due  to  Morbus  Brightii,  another  to  cardiac  hyper- 
tropty  with  dilatation,  the  third  to  cardiac  disease,  and  the  fourth  to  cardiac  hypertrophy, 
where  remarkable  success  followed  its  administration.  He  has  also  made  frequent  use  of 
the  remedy  in  passive  congestions  of  the  kidneys,  and  always  with  benefit.  He  noticed  that 
sometimes  his  patients  would  complain  of  tinnitus  a/urium,  and  headache  from  the  passive 
cerebral  congestion. 

Woosteu  states  that  he  has  used  gallons  of  the  fluid  extract  in  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hos- 
pital, and  was  sarprtsed  at  its  uniform  and  reliable  effects  in  the  diseases  for  which  it  is  re- 
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commended.  He  certifies  that  it  is  a  valuable  diuretic,  and  may  be  administered  when 
others  are  inadmissable.  It  is  an  aromatic  tonic,  and  as  such  especially  indicated  in  low 
states  of  the  system  as  we  see  in  typhoid  fever,  diarrhoea  and  dysentery.  In  vesical  catarrh 
it  has  proven  a  reliable  remedy  in  his  hands,  and  many  cases  of  gonorrhoea,  he  says,  he  has 
quickly  cured  by  the  use  of  this  remedy  alone.  Indeed,  in  all  aifections  of  the  mucous 
membranes  its  beneficial  action  is  noticed.  As  an  external  application  to  fowl  ulcers  he 
avers,  it  is  of  great  value. 

LiMBKRT  has  successfully  treated  wounds  by  the  application  of  the  fresh  leaves  to  the 
parts.  After  a  few  hours  all  the  unpleasant  odor  emanating  therefrom  is  counteracted  and 
a  healthy  state  of  healing  goes  on  to  complete  cicatrization. 

BucQiTOY  (of  Cochin  Hospital,  Paris)  asserts  that  of  all  the  drugs  he  has  made  use  of 
in  pulmonary  gangrene,  none  have  given  him  the  satisfaction  that  Eucalyptus  has.  Out  of 
the  various  cases  treated,  five  were  complete  cures,  while  the  symptoms  of  all  the  others 
were  favorably  modified.  The  cough  lessened,  the  sputa  was  less  abundant,  and  the  oflfen- 
sive  odor  was  entirely  absent,  and  this  after  carbolic  acid  had  failed.  He  uses  it  in  the 
form  of  an  alcoholato,  half  a  drachm  in  a  mixture  of  syrup,  gum  and  orange-flower  water. 

These  anti-septic  properties  of  Eucalyptus  are  due,  mostly,  to  the  oil  (Eucalyptol)  con- 
tained in  the  various  preparations  made  use  of.  It  (the  oil)  has  been  known  to  preserve 
blood  for  over  five  months  from  decomposition,  (as  long  as  carbolic  acid  will  do  the  same)^ 
which  is  longer  than  turpentine  will  keep  it  unchanged.  Limbeut  and  Bikch  have  both 
made  experiments  to  this  effect,  and  both  confirm  the  statement.  The  action  of  the  remedy 
upon  the  white  blood  corpuscles  is  analogous  to  that  of  quinine,  as  it  restrains  their  nmce- 
boid  movements,  and  hence  its  usefulnes  in  the  class  of  troubles,  congestive  in  their  nature, 
where  it  may  be  locally  applied. 

As  an  item  of  agricultural  interest  it  may  be  noted  that  it  has  been  asserted  by  French 
writers  to  be  a  remedy  for  phylloxera ;  that  trees  growing  near  the  grape-vines  protect  the 
vines  from  the  ravages  of  this  parasite.  Experiments  have  also  been  made  with  the 
essence  of  the  drug  upon  the  diseased  vines,  by  Abbe  Rolland,  in  the  manner  of  innocu- 
lation,  and  with  such  success  that  he  has  pronounced  it,  after  a  trial  of  two  years  of  its  vir- 
tues, "an  infallible  remedy."  He  makes  a  broad  incision  through  the  bark  at  the  neck  of 
the  vine,  and  into  this  drops  a  few  drops  of  the  essence,  or  rubs  it  over  the  cut  surface  with 
a  camel's  hair  brush.  The  result  is,  as  he  says,  that  in  three  or  four  days  the  parasites  are 
destroyed,  but  the  vine  remains  uninjured.  The  incision  may  be  made  in  any  other  part  of 
the  bark,  but  the  desirable  result  is  most  speedily  obtained  by  making  is  as  near  the  roots 
as  possible. 

We  have  now,  in  a  sort  of  a  rambling  way,  given  you  an  insight  to  the  literature  of 
the  drug.  A  volume  could  be  collected,  from  various  reliable  sources,  upon  its  hygienic  and 
therapeutical  value,  but  we  trust  that  what  we  have  given  will  be  sufficient  to  call  your 
attention  to  its  chief  merits.  The  literature  is  emphatic  in  its  pronunciation  of  its  success 
as  an  anti-malarial  agent,  as  a  remedy  of  great  value  in  chronic  inflammation  of  the  air  pass- 
ages, as  an  anti-septic  in  surgical  dressings,  and  as  of  value  as  a  local  application  upon  any 
inflamed  mucous  surfaces.  Yet  with  all  this  literature  at  its  back,  it  is  a  remedy  of  recent 
date.  Prior  to  1871  it  was  little  known  to  the  profession  east  of  the  Pacific  slope.  Pakke, 
Davis  &  Co.  were  the  first  to  bring  it  before  the  professional  public  in  the  form  of  a  fluid- 
extract,  and  their  first  order,  for  only  twenty-Jive  pounds  of  the  young  leaves,  exhausted  the 
New  York  market.  The  price  then  paid  was  exhorbitant ;  but  it  is  now  so  generally  called 
for,  from  their  energetic  advertising  of  its  merits,  that  it  is  ranked  with  our  drugs  of  lesser 
cost,  and  is  of  greater  value  than  many  whose  age  is  more  pretentious. 

JPreparatiou  s. 

Fluid  Extract— One-quarter  to  one  fluid  drachm. 

Solid  Extract — Dose,  three  to  ten  grains. 

Sugar-coated  Pills— Each  pill  contains  two  grains  of  the  Extract. 

o  J.     -I    -r»-ii      -r^  t       ^  ^  {       Extract  Encalyptns  1  jrr. 

Sugar-coated  Puis  Eucalyptus  Conip.     \     sanguinarinKKr. 

"  ^  *^        I       ixoract  Apocynnm  H  er. 
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LITHOTOMY. 

Operation  by  H.  O,  Walkeb,,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  diseases  of  Geniio- Urinary  System  and  Rectum, 

at  Detroit  Medical  College. 

Hans  Peter  M.,  aged  51  years,  lymphatic  temperament,  of  slight  build,  native  of  Denmark, 
and  tailor  by  trade,  first  came  under  my  care  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Carstens. 
History  is  as  follows:  Was  born  and  lived  in  Denmark  until  five  years  ago,  when  he  came  to  this 
country.  First  noticed  trouble  in  urinating  and  uneasiness  in  the  region  of  bladder  and  penis 
about  ten  years  ago,  which  has  continued  up  to  this  time,  March  13th,  '75.  The  last  three  years 
his  suflferings  have  been  so  severe  that  he  has  had,  at  times,  to  give  up  his  trade,  and  latterly 
almost  entirely  so.  There  has  of  late  been  a  frequent  desire  to  urinate  with  considerable  dis- 
charge of  blood  and  pus. 

Great  pain  was  caused  by  riding  in  a  street  car,  and  walking  a  short  distance  necessitated 
sitting  down.  Although  treated  by  a  number  physicians,  no  true  diagnosis  had  been  made 
of  his  trouble.  On  the  first  visit  of  the  patient  to  the  College  Clinic  Dr.  Carstens  readily  detected 
stone  in  the  bladder  by  an  ordinary  silver  catheter. 

My  first  examination  with  a  searcher  detected  more  than  one  stone,  and  unquestionably 
of  more  than  ordinary  size.  A  rectal  examination  by  the  finger  did  not  reveal  any  enlargement 
of  the  prostrate  body.  No  disease  of  the  kidneys.  Everything,  therefore,  was  favorable  to  the 
operation  proposed,  namely.  Lithotomy.  The  preparatory  treatment  was  rest,  diluent  drinks, 
and  a  tonic  of  Sulph.  Quinise  grs.  v,  three  times  a  day  for  a  few  days  before  the  operation.  The 
bowels  were  relieved  by  an  enema  on  the  morning  of  the  operation. 

Saturday  afternoon,  March  20th,  1875,  I  performed  the  operation  at  the  patient's  home 
assisted  by  Drs.  Carstens,  Oakley,  Laferte  and  Corcoran,  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of  medical 
students.  The  patient  was  etherized  and  placed  upon  a  narrow  table,  the  wrists  being  tied  to 
the  ankles  and  the  hips  drawn  to  the  edge  of  the  table.  The  searcher  was  again  introduced  to 
verify  the  previous  diagnosis,  and  distinct  clicking  ofthe  instrument  against  the  stones  was  quite 
audible  to  those  present.     The  staff  was  then  introduced  and  held  in  position  by  Dr.  Oakley. 

The  first  incision  was  made  after  the  manner  described  by  Dr.  Qouley  in  his  work  upon 
the  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs,  by  plunging  the  point  of  the  knife  a  little  to  the  left  of  the 
median  raphe  at  one  inch  and  a  quarter  anterior  to  the  anal  margin,  until  it  reached  the  groove 
of  the  stafi",  then  cutting  the  urethra  longitudinally  about  half  an  inch,  and  completing  the  cut 
by  a  free  incision  outward  and  backwards  to  a  point  near  the  tuberosity  of  the  ischium.  The 
second  incision  was  completed  by  the  probe-pointed  knife  of  Gouley,  (used  by  him  in  external 
perineal  urethrotomy),  by  cutting  through  the  vesical  neck,  and  through  the  prostate  body  about 
five-eights  of  an  inch  at  an  angle  of  about  80  degrees  with  the  median  line,  and  after  several  in- 
effectual attempts  with  the  lithotomy  forceps,  it  was  evident  that  the  opening  was  not  sufficient 
to  allow  the  passage  of  the  stone.  I  increased  it  by  making  a  similar  cut  through  the  right  side 
ofthe  prostate,  and  again  introducing  the  forceps,  without  much  difficulty  extracted  the  larger 

8tbne,and  immediately  afterwards  the  lesser 
one.  There  was  considerable  haemorrhage, 
butit  was  readily  controlled  by  compression 
and  the  introduction  of  the  shirted  canula. 
After  putting  the  patient  in  bed,  gave  him 
ten  grains  of  Sul.Quin.  and  J  gr.  Sul.  Morph. 
I  deem  the  quinine  highly  important  in  all 
genito-urinary  operations,  however  slight, 
both  before  and  after  the  operation.  Left 
him  under  the  care  of  an  assistant  during 
the  night.  March  21.  Patient  passed  a 
comfortable  night.  Pulse  80.  Temperature 
99°.  Urine  passed  per  urethram  ;  removed 
shirted  canula,  and  ordered  continuation 
of  five  grain  doses  of  quinine  three  times  a  day.  March  22.  Pulse  82.  Temperature  99^°. 
Urine  passed  both  through  the  urethra  and  the  opening.  March  23.  Pulse  78.  Temperature 
99°.  Very  little  urine  passes  through  the  opening.  March  24.  Pulse  74.  Temperature  98^°. 
No  urine  has  passed  through  opening  during  last  twelve  hours.  Twelve  days  after  the 
operation  I  called  upon  the  patient  and  found  him  up  pressing  pantaloons.  He  continued  to 
improve,  and  four  weeks  after  the  operation  the  wound  was  entirely  healed.  Prof.  A.  B. 
Lyons,  M.  D.,  examined  the  calculi  and  found  them  of  the  phosphatic  variety.     Size  of  largest 
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stone,  2  Inches  long,  IJi  incites  wide,  and  ^  inches  thick.      Small  one,  1}^  inches  long,  1  inch 
wide  and  %  inches  thicK.    Oval,  compact,  and  alnaost  smooth. 
177  Griswold  St. 


USTILAGO     MAIDIS. 

Botanical  Name,  VsHlago  Maidis.  Habitat,  T/ie  United  States. 

Liocal  or  Common  Names,  Corn  smut,  corn  ergot,    medicinal  Parts,  The  fungus,  exclusive  ofehaff. 

Summary  from  oxjr  last  issue. — The  Germans  made  use  of  tnis  remedy  as  an  oxytocic 
some  dozen  or  more  years  ago.  The  homoeopathic  school  of  medicine  have  also  employed  it  in 
their  practice  since  1866,  using  oftentimes  large  doses  and  getting  therefrom  ergotoidal  effects. 
The  history  of  its  administration  to  pregnant  animals,  and  the  results  therefrom  occuring,  would 
lead  one  to  suppose  it  to  be  a  proper  substitute  for  ergot  in  many  cases.  The  chemical  analysis 
of  the  drug  also  shows  its  similarity  to  our  ergot  of  rye. 

The  Editor  has  used  it  in  midwifery  with  apparently  the  same  effect  as  when  secale  cornu- 
tum  had  been  employed.  There  seemed,  however,  to  be  a  more  marked  periodicity  of  pains  than 
that  observed  after  the  rye-ergot  administration.  In  amenorrhcea  he  has  also  employed  it 
with  success. 

Dr.  Walters  has  employed  it  successfully  in  the  treatment  of  spermatorrhoea. 

Dr.  Kerr  in  a  single  case  of  midwifery,  and  with  good  success,  where  ergot  was  indicated. 

Dr.  Walker,  of  the  Detroit  Medical  Colleee,  also  reports  a  case  of  labor  where  the  "  delay" 
was  overcome  by  the  administration  of  Ustilago,  with  as  much  celerity  as  if  rye-ergot  had  been 
employed. 


From  Prof.  John  H.  Lowman,  of  the  Med.  Dept.  University  Wooster,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  we 
have  received  a  hurried  "  postal-card  "  report  of  its  administration  in  a  case  of  abortion,  as 
follows : 

"  Have  used  Corn  Smut  once  in  a  case  of  abortion  where  there  was  much  haemorrhage.  The 
haemorrhage  diminished  in  24  hours  very  much,  but  the  pains  did  not  increase.  I  gave  3  1  of 
the  fluid  extract  every  2  hours,  for  12  hours,  afterwards  the  woman  went  on  to  recovery  under 
general  treatment." 

Dr.  A.  G.  Ward,  of  Liberty ville,  Iowa,  sends  us  the  following  letter  bearing  testimony  to 
the  benefits  derived  from  the  administration  of  this  new  (to  the  profession  of  this  country)  re- 
medy : 
Editor  New  Preparations. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  received  a  copy  of  your  New  Preparations  a  few  days  ago  and  my  attention 
was  drawn  to  the  preparation  of  Ustilago  Maidis.  It  has  been  rather  a  surprise  to  me  that  this 
valuable  remedy  has  not  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  by  some  of  our  eminent 
obstetricians  before  this.  Some  years  ago  I  was  led  to  notice  its  peculiar  effects  upon  animals 
as  related  in  the  American  Cyclopedia,  and  its  tendency  to  produce  abortion.  Acting  upon  the 
idea  then  conveyed  to  my  mind,  I  made  a  small  quantity  of  the  tincture  of  the  drug,  using 
about  §  ij  of  the  smut  to  the  oz.  of  proof  spirit.  This  was  given  in  several  cases  where  the 
secale  cornutum  was  indicated,  and  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  with  much  better  effect  than  could  be 
obtained  by  this  remedy.  In  fact,  in  every  case  where  the  Ustilago  was  given,  the  pains  were 
more  regular,  the  uterine  contractions  firmer,  and  the  intermediate  rest  more  perfect,  also  the 
after-pain  (when  any  occured)  less  severe  and  not  long  continued. 

I  have  not  (until  lately)  known  of  any  regular  preparation  of  the  drug  and  sincerely  hope 
that  the  one  now  manufactured  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  may  be  more  extensively  tried  by  the 
profession  and  its  therapeutical  advantages  be  made  more  fully  known  ;  and  I  have  little  doubt 
that  ere  long  it  will  greatly,  if  not  entirely,  supercede  the  secale  cornutum  in  cases  where  that 
drug  is  indicated. 

With  regard  to  another  of  the  new  preparations  ("  Damiana  ")  I  have  had  but  little  expe- 
rience with  it  "  personally,"  but  have  the  word  of  one  or  two  professional  brethren,  who  have 
tried  it,  and  if  the  favorable  reports  given  by  them  are  borne  out  in  further  trial,  it  must  become 
a  very  valuable  adj  unct  to  our  present  scanty  (and  not  very  reliable)  list  of  remedies  of  this  class. 

Dr.  Harlow,  of  Detroit,  sends  us  the  following  brief  note,  detailing  a  case  where  Ustilago 
proved  successful  in  the  epistaxis  of  typhoid  fever : 
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Detroit,  March,  1877. 
Edxtoe  New  Pbeparations. 

Deah  Sik  : — I  would  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  first  number  of  your  quarterly  Journal 
of  Mediciue,  devoted  to  the  intioduction  of  new  therapeutic  agents,  and  your  kindness  also  in 
forwarding  to  me  from  the  very  popular  and  reliable  manufacturing  firm  of  Messrs.  Parke,  Da- 
vis &  Co.,  of  this  city,  sample  specimens  of  their  new  remedies  for  tost  trial,  all  of  which  have 
satisfactorily  met  my  expectations  in  fully  coming  up  to  their  recommendations,  and  especially  I 
would  say  that  the  fluid  extract  of  Ustilago  Maidis  will,  in  my  opinion,  prove  a  valuable  acqui- 
sition to  the  medical  profession;  it  not  only  possesses  more  reliable  properties  as  an  oxytocic  than 
secale  cornutum,  but  has  other  therapeutic  virtues  of  importance.  Without  particularizing  in 
trial  cases  with  this  article,  which  has  been  very  satisfactory  in  substitution  for  ergot,  would 
state  that  in  an  obstinate  case  of  epistaxis,  accompanying  typhoid  fever,  after  trying, the  usual 
remedies  in  vain  for  suppressing  haemorrhage,  I  found  the  fluid  extract  of  Ustilago  Maidis  to  act 
like  a  charm.    I  remain,  as  ever,  your  much  obliged  friend, 

A.  HARLOW,  M.  D. 

Dr.  John  A.  Hamilton,  of  Odin,  Illinois,  sends  us  the  following :  "  I  have  used  this 
drug  in  two  cases  recently, — in  each  of  which  Ergot  was  indicated — and  with  such  results 
as  to  induce  me  to  give  it  further  trial  when  favorable  opportunities  present  themselves. 

Mrs.  W.,  aged  31  years,  in  her  third  confinement  had  been  in  labor  13  hours  in  the 
hands  of  a  midwife,  without  any  signs  of  delivery.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  the  pains 
became  weak  and  far  between ;  her  friends  became  uneasy,  and  I  was  called  to  see  her.  On 
examination  I  found  the  parts  dry,  hot  and  sore,  probably  from  too  frequent  examination. 
I  found  the  foetus  lying  upon  its  stomach,  diagonally  across  the  pelvis ;  left  shoulder  pre- 
sentation, the  face  looking  backward  and  upward.  I  gave  a  full  dose  of  Sulph.  Morphise 
and  waited  fifteen  minutes  for  its  effect.  Concluded  then  to  try  the  Ustilago  and  ad- 
ministered half  teaspoonful — at  the  same  time  prepared  some  Ergot,  in  case  it  should  fail. 
Having  warmed  and  moistened  my  right  hand,  I  slowly  introduced  it  into  the  womb 
caught  the  feet  and  brought  them  down.  In  about  ten  minutes  the  pains  were  re- 
established, coming  on  regularly  three  or  four  minutes  apart,  with  perfect  intermissions  and 
with  good  force.  My  patient  was  delivered,  in  about  one-half  hour,  of  a  living  child  in 
tolerable  good  condition.  The  placenta  was  detached  and  came  away  in  due  time  and  all 
went  on  well  with  mother  and  child. 

Case  ii.  Mrs.  C,  28  years  of  age,  of  good  constitution  and  in  second  confinement 
In  labor  eight  hours  in  care  of  an  irregular  physician.  On  my  arrival  he  said  there  was  a 
"  heap  of  Heeding  whenever  she  had  a  pain."  This  was  a  case  of  jjlacenta  previa,  and  on 
examination  I  found  a  natural  presentation  with  the  placenta  covering  about  one-third  of 
the  OS  uteri.  There  was  no  time  to  be  lost  as  my  patient  was  much  exhausted  from  previous 
loss  of  blood.  Therefore  I  introduced  my  hand,  ruptured  the  membranes,  secured  the  feet 
and  brought  them  down — the  haemorrhage  then  stopped.  But  from  some  cause,  while  the 
hips  were  yet  in  the  vagina,  my  patient  became  very  faint,  and  her  pains  ceased.  I  removed 
the  pillows  from  under  her  head  and  administered  one  teaspoontul  of  Ustilago  with  bran- 
dy. The  system  responded  to  the  stimulant  and  oxytocic,  and  in  five  minutes,  a  return  of  pains 
ensued,  resulting  in  the  delivery  of  a  dead,  bloodless  child.  The  pains  continued  three  or 
four  minutes  apart,  with  good  force,  until  the  secundines  were  detached  and  expelled. 
All  passed  off  well  to  the  patient,  who,  by  good  nursing  and  attention,  made  a  good  re- 
covery.    There  were  but  few  after-pains. 

There  is  one  feature  in  the  effect  of  Ustilago  Maidis  which,  if  it  proves  to  be  uniform 
and  constant,  far  surpasses  that  of  Ergot,  or  any  other  drug  with  which  I  am  acquainted, 
as  a  uterine  stimulant.  I  refer  now  to  the  entire  cession  of  pains  ietween  the  pains  proper, 
as  brought  on  by  the  administration  of  the  Ustilago.  But  with  my  limited  experience  with 
the  drug,  only  two  cases,  I  am  not  a  competent  judge ;  still  in  the  two  cases  above  men- 
tioned, I  am  sure  this  was  a  very  prominent  feature,  and  one  not  seen  in  the  use  of  secale 
cornutum. 

Odin,  Illinois,  March  29,  1877.  '  J.  A.  HAMILTON,  M.  D. 


NKW    PBKPARATION8. 


i;> 


I*repa,ra,-tionL. 

Fluid  Extract — Dose,  from  i  to  1  fluid  drachm.      One  minim  represents  one 

grain  of  the  crude  drug. 

A.<liiiixi.istx*a,tion. 

Dilute  with  water  and  repeat  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  as  an  oxytocic. 


XANTHIUM    SPmOSUM. 


Botanical  Name,  Xanthium  Spinoitum. 

Local  or  Common  Name,  Spiny  burreed. 


Habitat,  Etirope. 
medicinal  Part,  The  platU. 


On  the  Properties  and  Use  of  the  Xanthium  Spinosum  againt  Hydro- 
phobia. 
By  Dr.  Qrzymaxa. 
Extract  from  the  Therapeutic  Journal,  April  10,  1876,  published  at  Paris,  by  Prof.  M.  A.  Gubler 
We  are  in  receipt  from  one  of  our  honorable  and  distinguished  confreres.  Dr.  Grzymala  (ot 
Krivoc  Ozero,  Podolia,;  the  following  letter  which,  by  virtue  of  the,  to  us,  well-known  character 
ot  its  author,  seems  to  us  well  worthy  of  attention,  an  we  hasten  to  publish  it. 

Krivoc-Ozeuo,  March  22,  1876. 
To  Professor  Gubler, 

Dear  Sir  and  most  honored  Master : 
To-day,  thanks  to  your  powerful  inlative,  and  to  your  important  labors,  a  new  era  has 
been  opened  in  France  for  Therapeutics,  and  that  so  many  new  means  have  been  admitted  to  the 
rank  of  medical  agents  permit  me  to  call  your  attention,  lor  a  moment,  to  the  therapeutic  pro- 
perties of  a  very  common,  but  hitherto  neglected  plant,  Xanthium  Spinosum. 

In  this  particular  case,  I  am 
convinced  that  the  physiological 
acdon  of  a  diaphoretic,  notwith- 
standing inferior  to  the  Jaborandi, 
the  Xanthium  Spinosum,  gives  ot 
will  give  the  explanation  of  its 
effects  against  hydrophobia,  lor 
it  is  of  the  treatment  of  this  hy- 
drophobia that  I  wish  to  speak  to 
you.  This  confession  ot  faith, 
seems  to  me  indispensable  when 
that  formidable  malady  is  men- 
tioned. 

This  plant,  which  grows  in 
many  countries,  is  found  in  the 
middle  ot  France,  in  Podolia.  It 
infallible/  neutralizes  the  effects  ol 
the  virus  of  the  rabies  on  the 
single  condition  that  it  is  admin- 
istered in  time,  that  Is  to  say  be- 
fore the  paroxysm  ot  that  terrible 
malady  appears. 

I  have  used  the  Xanthium, 
now  a  number  of  years,  with  the 
best  success,  and  it  has  not  yet 
been  my  lot  to  observe  a  single 
case  where  it  has  disappointed  me 
— although  1  have  had  occasion  to 
administer  it  at  least  a  hundred 
times  to  men  as  well  as  to  animals 
bitten  by  rapid  dogs  and  wolves. 
You  must  not  be  astonished  at 
these  figmes  which,  1  assure  you, 
are  rather  below  than  above  the 
reality.  In  the  country  in  which 
1  live,  rabies  is  very  frequent; 
and  for  more  than  twenty  years 
ths  1 1  have  used  the  medicine,  ten 
cases  per  annum,  on  an  average, 
will  reasonably  justify  the  number 
mentioned  above. 


What,  would  you  say,  are  the  physiological  effects  of  this  remedy  ? 
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A  sudorific,  a  sialagogue,  and  a  feeble  diuretic,  the  action  of  which  is  less  pronounced  than 
that  of  Jaborandi.  I  have  not,  however,  been  able  to  produce  all  these  phenomena  together. 
Certain  patients  perspire,  others  are  saUvated,  and  there  are  some  who  pass  more  urine  than  in 
the  normal  condition.  The  tempeiature  is  sUghtly  raised  and  the  circulation  is  ordinarily  but 
little  accelerated  under  the  influence  ot  this  plant.  Some  patients  complain  ot  cephalalgia,  others 
of  nausea.  I  have  seen  even  those  who  have  vomited  the  first  dose  ot  the  medicine.  Besides  a 
continued  state  of  perspiration  during  the  continuance  of  the  treatment,  sudden  attacks  of  dim- 
ness are  noticeable,  which  come  upon  the  patient  from  time  to  time  during  the  day.  The  appe- 
tite in  general  is  augmented,  and  the  digestion  is  not  at  all  disturbed  by  this  plant,  which  I  ad- 
minister in  powder. 

The  dose  for  an  adult  is  sixty  centigrammes  oi  dry  powder  ot  the  leaves  of  the  Xanthium 
repeated  thi-ee  times  a  day  and  continued  during  three  weeks.  Children  under  twelve  receive 
half  this  dose.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  I  never  cauterize.  Since  I  possess  this  remedy,  I  have 
no  longer  any  fear  of  rabies. 

Very  nearly  twelve  years  ago,  one  of  my  dogs  took  this  disease,  bit  a  cow,  a  pig,  a  dog,  a 
cat  and  a  tame  crane.  The  cow,  the  pig  and  the  dog  were  placed  under  treatment  for  three 
weeks.  All  three  were  left  uninjured  by  the  disease.  The  crane  and  the  cat,  which  I  had  left 
without  care,  died  of  hydrophobia,  the  one  at  the  end  ot  three  and  the  other  eleven  days  after 
being  bitten. 

During  the  Crimean  war,  a  family  composed  of  twelve  persons  had  been  bitten  by  a  mad 
wolf.  Six  of  these  persons  entered  into  my  service  at  the  hospital  of  Olschauka  (government  of 
Podolia,  district  of  Balta).  These  were  all  cured,  while  six  others  treated  by  the  Cautery  and  the 
daily  use  of  Cantharides,  oiFaba-tonco  and  Genistrcu-tinctoria,  died  mad  m  the  course  of  twelve 
to  sixty  days. 

Two  years  ago,  six  hunting  dogs  which  I  had  were  bitten  by  a  mad  dog  (an  animal  which  I 
was  able  to  stop,  and  which  I  saw  succumb  at  the  end  of  two  days  with  every  symptom  of  ra- 
bies.) My  bitten  dogs  were  divided  in  two  categories.  Three  were  isolated  and  letl  without 
treatment.  These  died  at  the  end  of  fifteen  days  with  all  the  undoubted  symptoms  of  hydropho- 
bia. The  others  which  were  left  at  liberly,  but  placed  under  treatment  (30  grammes  a  day  in 
three  doses  in  a  porridge,  for  three  weeks)  still  belong  to  me  and  have  never  been  sick.  One  of 
them  caused  me  to  fear  that  I  was  disappointed,  having  disappeared  the  twelfth  or  thirteenth 
day  of  the  treatment.  It  is  known  that  dogs  at  the  beginning  of  the  rabies  generally  leave  their 
master's  dwelling.  I  did  not  know  what  had  become  ot  him  ;  but  at  the  end  of  three  months  I 
found  him  well,  in  company  with  a  poacher,  from  whom  I  took  him  back.  This  dog  is  stiU  with 
me,  well.    This  fact  proves  that  twelve  days'  treatment  may  bn  sufficient. 

In  1873,  Count  Malachoski,  proprietor  of  the  Odessa  country,  came  to  consult  me  for  his 
son,  eight  years  old,  bitten  some  three  days  before  by  a  mad  dog.  Three  weeks  of  treatment 
placed  him  olit  of  danger.    I  saw  him  four  months  ago,  looking  remarkably  well. 

The  son  of  M.  Sadoski,  (Volhynie)  a  boy  seven  years  old,  bitten  by  a  mad  dog  in  August, 
1874,  and  placed  by  me  under  treatment  of  the  Xanthium,  has  never  experienced  the  least  sign 
of  hydrophobia. 

Yet  another  tact,  which  I  select,  to  be  brief,  from  more  than  a  hundred  others.  This  was 
during  the  Crimean  war  :  Messrs.  Tarnaski,  father  and  son,  of  Savran,  district  of  Balta  (Podo- 
lia), came  to  me.  They  had  just  been  bitten  by  a  dog  supposed  to  be  mad.  The  father's  cheek 
was  bitten  nearly  off ;  the  son  had  over  ten  bites  on  his  arms  and  legs.  This  last  fact — of  nu- 
merous bites — which  is  not  habitual — made  me  suppose  that  the  animal  was  not  mad.  We  had, 
nevertheless,  means  of  assuring  ourselves  that  this  was  the  case.  The  dog  of  these  gentlemen  had 
been  bitten  by  the  same  beast.  I  kept  the  dog  with  me,  and  saw  him,  at  the  end  ot  three  days, 
take  hydrophobia  and  die.  Then  only  I  placed  my  two  patients  upon  the  Xanthium,  and  hoth 
cured  of  their  wounds  (simply  dressing  them),  are  perfectly  well. 

"the  dose  for  animals  should  naturally  be  much  stronger  ;  thus,  in  1868,  I  was  solicited  by 
our  commissary  of  police,  Mr.  Lonkaschevitch  (at  KrivocOzero,  district  of  Balta),  to  give  him 
some  of  my  powder — called  in  common  in  my  country  "Antirabic  of  Dr  Grzymala,"  for  a  herd 
of  thirty  homed  cattle,  all  bitten  by  a  mad  wolf,  eight  of  which  were  already'  down  with  all  the 
symptoms  of  hydrophobia.  I  had  each  of  the  animals  take  96  grammes  (3  ozs.)  of  Xanthium  in 
powder,  in  bran,  daily  for  four  weeks.  None  of  the  twenty-two  beasts  were  attacked  by  the 
disease  which  is  the  subject  of  this  letter. 

All  the  fiacts  which  I  here  relate,  my  most  honored  master,  are  positive  and  actual  realities 
which  I  can,  if  need  be,  support  by  proofs.  I  have  not  drawn  upon  my  imagination  by  dint  of 
gnawing  at  the  barb  ot  my  pen,  as  is  often  the  case.  They  are  personally  known  to  me,  and,  I 
repeat  it,  I  have  over  a  hundred  others  that  I  can  place  before  you  if  desired.  I  confide  them 
to  you,  soliciting  Insertion  in  your  very  estimable  Therapeutical  Journal.  I  am  certain  that  ex- 
periments which  you  will  be  able  to  make  with  the  leaves  I  send  you,  upon  the  physiological 
and  therapeutical  action,  will  confirm  what  I  have  stated,  and  I  will  thus  have  co-operated, 
though  feebly,  in  that  path  of  therapeutics  which  you  and  your  distinguished  colleagues  have  so 
splendidly  opened.  Respectfully,  Dr.  GtRzymala. 

The  above  article  from  such  a  reliable  source  would  seem  to  give  us  conclusive  evidence 
that  at  last  a  remedy  for  hydrophobia  has  been  found.  Later  reports,  however,  of  the  use  of  the 
drug  in  France  fail  to  confirm  the  enthusiastic  statements  of  Dr.  Grzymala.  Let  us  hope  that 
Xanthium  may  be  found  eflectual  in  the  American  type  of  hydrophobia. 

Preparation. 

Fluid  Extract-^(Ohe  minim  to  grain.)    Dose,  ten  to  twenty  drops. 

A.  dministr  at^ioxn. 

To  be  given  three  times  a  day  for  three  weeks. 


NEW     PREPAEATlONS. 


15 


YERBA   SANTA. 

Botanical  Name,  XhriodycHon,  Californieum.  Habitat,  California. 

liocal  or  Common  Names,  Yerba  Santa,  Searaweed.  Bledioinal  part,     Tlie  plant. 

Stjmmaky  fkom  oub  last  issue. — Dr.  J.  H.  Bundy  wrote  that  in  four  cases  in  which  he 
had  employed  the  remedy  in  laryngitis  or  laryngio-bronchitis,  it  had  proven  successful.  In 
three  cases  of  haemorrhoids,  he  had  also  been  equally  fortunate  in  its  employment.  He  em- 
ployed it  in  doses  of  from  one-fourth  to  one  fluid  drachm  of  the  fluid  extract.  As  a  remedy 
for  laryngeal  and  bronchial  troubles  the  Doctor  thinks  it  is  unequalled,  basing  this  opinion 
upon  his  own  experience  in  numerous  cases,  and  the  experience  of  that  of  many  of  his 
friends. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Newell,  of  St.  Louis,  writes  that  it  is  an  excellent  expectorant,  diuretic,  &c., 
and  that  it  is  a  good  injection  in  gonorrhoea,  as  well  as  given  per  orem  in  the  same  com- 
plaint. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Hall  writes  that  he  jas  used  a  half-a-pound  bottle  of  the  fluid  extract  in  his 

own  case,  a  severe  cough  of  long  standing,  where  the  ordinary  remedies  had  failed,  and  with 

excellent  success.     He  adds,  "  I  believe  it  will  do  all  that  is  claimed  for  it." 

Preparations. 

Fluid  Extract — (One  minim  to  grain.)    Dose,  i  to  one  fluid  drachm. 

Solid  Extract— Dose,  three  to  twelve  grains. 

Sugar-coated  Pills — Each  containing  three  grains  ol  the  Extract. 

.A-dLmiuistration. 

Dilute  with  water  and  give  pro  re  nata  :  it  may  be  combined  with  Senega  in  coughs,  and 
with  Grindelia  Robusta  in  asthma. 


GRINDELIA   ROBUSTA. 

Botanical  Name,  Grindelia  Sobiista.  Habitat,    Pacific  coast   of  United  States. 

Ijocal  or  Common  Names,  Grindelia,  Gum  Plant.  Medicinal  Parts,  The  plant  and  floicera. 

Summary  from  our  last  issue. — Dr.  W.  P.  Qibbons,  in  the  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical 
Jour.,  as  quoted  in  full  in  our  issue  of  last  August,  details  seven  cases  of  asthma  in  which  Grindelia 
was  used  with  success.     When  there  were  complications,  other  remedies  were  prescribed  with  it. 

Dr.  Henry  M.  Fiske,  in  the  Pacific  Med.  &tfurg.Jour.,re^oTts  two  cases  of  iritis  which  were 
promptly  relieved  by  external  applications  of  Grindelia,  and  states  that  these  are  selected  from 
many  others  that  he  has  recorded.  He  has  also  employed  it,  with  advantage,  in  asthma,  and  as 
a  palliative  in  cancer  of  the  stomach. 

Dr.  John  E.  Crowe,  in  the  Louisville  Medical  News,  in  eleven  cases  of  asthma,  complicated 
with  bronchitis,  or  heart  disease,  and  in  pneumonia,  and  found  it  favorable  in  its  action  in  each 
of  them. 

The  Electic  Medical  Jov/mal  has  recommended  it  for  topical  application  to  old  idcers,  and 
also  in  asthma. 

Dr.  C.  J.  Rademaker,  in  Louisville  Medical  News,  details  two  cases  of  chronic  pneumonia, 
and  one  of  valvular  lesions  and  chronic  bronchitis,  which  were  promptly  relieved  by  Grindelia. 

The  Editor  has  employed  it  successfully  in  two  cases  of  asthma,  one  being  complicated 
with  heart  disease.    Relief  was  rapid,  and  has  been  permanent. 

J.  H.  Richardson,  a  victim  of  hay  asthma,  has  used  it  finding  complete  relief  froni  his  dis- 
tressing symptoms  by  so  doing. 

Dr.  Cleland  has  used  it  with  good  success  in  two  cases  of  pneumonia,  and  on  e  of  dropsy. 

Dr.  Richardson,  in  the  Louisville  Med.  News,  has  employed  it  in  one  case  of  hereditary 
asthma,  and  in  a  number  of  cases  of  the  spasmodic  variety,  and  in  each  case  successfully. 

Dr.  W.  Hope  Davis,  in  Ec.  Med.  Jour.,  has  used  the  remedy  locally  in  gonorrhoea,  conjunc 
tivitis,  ulcers,  &c.,  with  benefit  in  each  case. 

Preparations. 

Fluid  Extract — Dose,  i  to  one  fluid  drachm. 

Compound  Fluid  Extract  JKhei  ®  '*   '{  Dose,  from  one  ^  two  fluid  drachms. 

( Senna  ) 

Solid  Extract — Dose,  six  to  twelve  grains. 

Sug^ar-coated  Pills— Each  pDl  con  tarns  3  grs.  of  the  Extract. 

Elixir  Grindelia  Aromatic— Dose,  one  tablespoonfal. 

.^<imixi.istratio]i. 

To  be  given  in  asthma  at  short  intervals  during  the  spasms,  and  after  relief  every  three 
hours.  On  account  of  its  disagreeable  taste  Grindelia  should  be  combined  with  syrup,  or  with 
Elixir  Licorice  Aromatic — an  excellent  vehicle  for  the  purpose. 
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PUOUS   VESIOULOSUS. 

Botanical  Name,  X^cua  Teniculosua.  Habitat,  I%«  aea, 

Local  or  Common  Karnes,    Sea  wrack,  Bladder  wrack.  medicinal  Part,  The  plant. 

This  remedy  has  been  mentioned  as  a  cure  for  Obesity.  We  have  uot  given  the  remedy  a 
trial,  but  have  seen  several  notices,  recently,  in  medical  journals,  of  its  eificacy  in  these  cases. 

The  following  letter  from  Chas.  W.  Mankbr,  M.  D.,  of  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  has  been  handed 
ua  for  publication : 

Shenandoah,  Iowa,  December  a7th,  1876. 
Messrs.  PARKE,  DAVIS  &  CO.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Please  send  to  my  address,  as  above,  three  pounds  more  of  your  Fluid  Extract  Pucus  Vesi- 
culosus.  I  have  given  the  pound  you  sent  some  time  ago,  to  a  very  corpulent  lady  who  was 
suffering  from  a  suppression  of  the  menses.  After  she  had  taken  the  medicine  for  two  or  three 
days,  her  menses  started  up  again  and  her  health  commenced  improving  while  at  the  same  time 
her  flesh  began  to  diminish  until,  at  the  present,  the  diminution  is  perceptible  to  the  most  casual 
observer  ;  while,  to  use  her  own  words,  she  says :  "  I  feel  better  than  I  have  for  two  years." 

Please  send  the  medicine  immediately  as  the  first  bottle  is  nearly  exhausted.  In  connection 
with  the  medicine  I  have  given  directions  also  in  regard  to  diet,  etc. 

We  have  received  the  following  letter  from  Dr.  Manker  in  reference  to  the  case  mentioned 
in  his  letter  of  Dec.  27th,  1876.  We  shall  be  very  glad  to  receive  the  report  of  the  case  in  full, 
when  the  Doctor  can  so  report  it  to  us. 

Shenandoah,  Iowa,  February  26th,  1877. 
Messrs.  PARKE,  DAVIS  &  CO. 

Please  send  to  my  address  by  express  one-half  doz.  bottles  (lb.)  of  your  fluid  extract  Fucus 
Vesiculosus.  The  case  upon  whom  I  have  been  using  the  medicine  is  doing  remarkably  well. 
Since  beginning  to  use  the  medicine — having  now  used  four  bottles — she  has  lost  40  pounds  of 
flesh  and  has  gained  in  health  beyond  my  most  sanguine  expectations.  Before  she  began  to  use 
the  medicine  she  had  been  troubled  for  several  years  with  menstrual  disorders  ;  but  since  tak- 
ing the  first  pound  of  the  fluid  extract,  she  has  not  had  the  slightest  irregularity.  In  fact,  the 
medicine  has  apparently  regulated  the  functions  of  every  organ  in  the  body. 

I  am  keeping  a  record  of  the  case  and  after  she  has  used  a  few  more  bottles  will,  if  you  de 
sire  it,  make  a  full  report  of  the  case,  giving  name  and  address  of  patient. 

Please  send  the  medicine  as  soon  as  possible  and  oblige 

Yours  very  truly, 

CHAS.  W.  MANKER,  M.D. 

Preparations. 

Fluid  Extract — Dose,  one-half  to  one  fluid  drachm. 

Solid  Extract — Dose,  eight  to  fifteen  grains. 

Sug-ar-coated  Pills— Each  pill  contains  three  grains  of  the  Extract, 

A.d.mimistra'tion.. 

The  above  doses  may  be  taken  three  times  a  day  in  the  beginning  of  the  treatment,  and  in- 
creased gradually  to  half  a  fluid  ounce — a  quantity  which  will  be  borne  m  most  cases  without 
any  derangement  of  the  stomach.  To  obtain  any  marked  results  from  this  remedy,  it  must  be 
used  patiently  for  a  term  of  weeks. 


DAMIANA. 

Botanical  Name,  Turnera  Aphrodiaiaca.  Habitat,  Meseico. 

Local  or  Coznmou  Name,  Damiana.  Medicinal  Parts.    The  leaven  and  flowers. 

Summary  from  our  last  issue. — The  Editor  employed  it  successfully  in  a  case  of  a 
young  man  that  had  lost  the  power  of  erection.  No  particular  cause  for  its  absence  could  be 
assigned.  Drachm  doses  of  the  fluid  extract  were  given,  and  in  a  short  time  complete  power 
was  regained.  Various  remedies  reported  to  have  been  successful  in  this  class  of  cases  had  been 
fruitlessly  tried  before  this  one  (Damiana)  had  been  employed. 

Dr.  Murray,  in  Med.  Record,  details  the  case  of  a  lady,  aged  24,  married  some  three  years, 
had  loss  of  sexual  desire,  owing,  as  she  alleged,  to  hysterical  convulsions.  Damiana  was  given 
in  two-drachm  doses,  three  times  a  day,  for  a  month,  and  then  an  ounce  and  a  half  in  divided 
doses  the  ensuing  two  months.  During  the  third  month  the  "  appetite"  was  partially  reftored. 
Her  other  concomitant  symptoms  were  much  bettered ;  menstruation  becoming  regular  and 
her  embonpoint  being  restored.  In  a  man,  aged  42,  where  exposure  of  undue  length  in  a 
Russian  bath  had  resulted  in  impotence ;  after  some  three  months'  use  of  the  Damiana  he 
was  nearly  cured.  In  another  case  a  man  aged  38,  where  impotence  resulted  from  excessive 
sexual  indulgence,  a  two  months'  course  of  Damiana  relieved  the  symptoms.  In  another,  a 
clerk,  aged  34,  where  the  desire  and  power  of  coition  were  lost,  the  remedy,  in  four  drachm 
doses,  three  times  a  day,  effected  a  cure  in  six  weeks.     A  relapse  occured,  which  was  remedied 
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by  another  resort  to  the  Damiana.  In  a  fifth  case,  a  lawyer,  where  syphilis  seemed  to  have 
been  the  first  cause  of  inducing  "  premature  decay,"  the  Damiana,  though  not  caring  the  patient, 
still  greatly  benefitted  him.  This  was  an  inveterate  case,  as  he  had  tried  almost  everything 
else  before  resorting  to  the  Damiana.  He  was  still  continuing  the  treatment  in  hope  of  a  final 
cure. 

Dr.  Van  Arnurm,  in  the  Yirg.  Med.  Monthly,  details  a  case  of  a  man,  aged  56,  who  was 
sexually  decrepit,  not  having  had  an  erection  in  over  three  years.  Here  the  fluid  extract,  in 
two-drachm  doses,  every  four  hours,  in  three  weeks  time  cured  the  old  gentleman  of  his  impo- 
tency. 

Dr.  Meyers,  ol  Philadelphia,  writes  that  he  has  given  the  remedy  extensive  trial  in  partial 
impotency  and  sexual  debility,  and  that  its  success  is  universal.  He  pronounces  it  the  only  re- 
medy that  has  in  his  hands  produced  a  successful  result  in  all  cases. 


We  are  in  receipt  of  numerous  statementsaversing  the  successful  treatment  of  this  kind  of 
cases — sexual  debility,  or  partial  impotence — Irom  our  correspondents.  It  would  seem,  then, 
that  the  remedy  has  proven  itself  reliable  for  this  class  of  cases  where  nux  vomica,  phosphorus^ 
electricity,  etc.,  has  heretofore  been  our  line  of  treatment.  That  these  are  useful  adjuvants  to 
the  Damiana  treatment,  we  doubt  not ;  yet  Damiana  has  oftentimes  proven  successful  where 
these  had  failed.  We  think,  from  this,  that  it  deserves  a  rank  in  our  armamentarium  as  an 
aphrodisiac  of  no  little  virtue. 

Preparations. 

Fluid  Extract— Dose,  one-halt  to  one  fluid  drachm. 

Solid  Extract — Dose,  seven  to  ten  grams. 

Sugar-coated  Pills— Each  pill  contains  three  grains  ot  the  Extract. 

Elixir — Dose,  one  to  two  fluid  drachms. 

^dmixListratiou. 

To  be  given  ordinarily  irom  three  to  tour  limes  a  day      Should  be  combined  with  aroma- 
tics  to  cover  the  disagreeable  taste,  when  the  fluid  extract  is  used. 


WARBURG'S  FEVER  TINCTURE. 

It  must  be  about  twenty -five  years  since  Warburg's  Tincture  was  brought  into  wide  repute 
in  England.  Irv  the  Medical  Times  and  Gazette  oi i\me  38th,  1851,  page  702,  appears  a  letter 
irom  Dr.  Warburg  himself,  in  which  he  claims  to  have  discovered,  "  among  the  abundant  vege- 
tation ot  the  tropical  lowlands,"  a  febrifuge  more  potent  than  quinine,  which  he  had  used  in  the 
pernicious  fevers  ot  Guiana  with  great  success,  and  which  bad  received  the  official  sanction 
of  the  Austrian  Government.  A  large  shop  in  King  William  street.  Strand,  was  set  up  for  the 
tmcture  at  a  most  exorbitant  price.  It  was  strongly  recommended  by  the  late  Dr.  Babington, 
both  as  a  febrifuge  in  ague  and  in  malarious  neuralgia,  and  as  a  tonic  in  common  debility.  The 
tincture  received  the  approbation  of  many  Army  and  Indian  surgeons,  and  amongst  triends  ot 
our  own  we  have  heard  It  spoken  of  for  years  as  a  most  efficacious  remedy  in  the  worst  kinds 
of  tropical  fever.  One  surgeon-major  avers  that  it  dispelled  a  severe  attack  of  fever,  but  caused 
perspiration  so  profuse  and  exhausting  that  his  skin  has  never  acted  since.  Another  Indian 
friend  some  time  ago  described  it  as  efficient,  but  exhausting  through  perspiration.  It  is  true 
that  (a^s  stated  in  the  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  January  24,  1857,  page  90)  some  members  of 
the  Army  Medical  Department  saw  nothing  in  it  superior  to  quinine  with  aromatics  and  spirits- 
and-water;  still,  Warburg's  Tincture  attained  a  very  wide  reputation,  and  the  tacts  detailed 
by  Professor  Maclean  show  that  it  deserves  a  respectful  trial  in  the  class  of  cases  it  is  in- 
tended tor. 

Why  it  has  not  been  more  generally  tried,  and  its  merits  impartially  estimated,  is  obvious 
enough.  In  the  first  place,  its  composition  was  keot  secret ;  and  there  is  a  well-founded  pre- 
judice_  against  the  whole  class  of  nostrums.  Then  the  author  declared  that  he  had  discovered 
a  febrifuge  superior  lo  qumine ;  and  whilst  some  physicians  were  racking  to  guess  what  drug 
could  possess  sucn  febrifuge  and  sudorific  powers,  others  were  held  back  by  the  fear  that  there 
might  be  some  powerful  drug  ol  the  aconite  or  veratrum  genus,  which  might  be  dangerous  in 
fuU  doses.  This  fear  was  enhanced  by  the  fact  that,  as  the  preparation  was  secret,  so  there 
could  be  no  guarantee  tor  uniformity  of  composition,  as  there  would  be  if  it  was  made  lay  Squire 
or  Savory,  or  at  Apothecaries  Hall  That  this  was  no  visionary  fear  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
there  are  at  least  three  diiferent  kinds  of  Warburg's  Tincture  on  sale  now  in  London.  Some  of 
it  is  said  to  be  made  by  Mrs.  Warburg ;  and  some  samples  contain  no  quinine,  which  is  the 
leading  ingredient  in  the  genuine  articles  (this,  we  are  told,  is  procured  at  Colebrooke-row,  Is- 
lington). Then  it  seems  that  Dr.  Warburg  is  a  very  religious  man,  and  in  great  favor  with  a 
highly  respectable  religious  party  of  the  so-caded  "  evangelical  "  order  ;  and  it  is  a  fact  that 
clergymen  ot  this  school  have  used  all  their  influence  to  get  the  tincture  we'.l  used  in  the  public 
service  and  in  private  practice.  For  an  example  we  may  turn  back  to  the  Medical  Times  and 
Qaaette,  January  24, 1857,  where  it  will  be  seen  how  JUr.  Crawford,  the  eminent  physician  to  the 
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Winchester  Hospital,  Was  bullied  by  a  neighboring  parson  because  he  refused  to  try  this  drug 
in  typhoid  fever.  No  one  accustomed  to  weigh  testimony  would  give  much  for  the  opinion  of 
an  enthusiastic  clergyman  on  a  secret  remedy  belonging  to  a  devotee. 

Well,  time  has  brought  about  a  revelation  of  the  composition  of  the  tincture. 

It  had  been  the  subject  of  many  analyses  ;  quinine  had  been  detected  as  a  constant  ingre- 
dient, aloes,  rhubarb,  and  zedoary  likewise  ;  still  it  was  suspected  thai  there  might  be 
bebeerine,  or  some  vegetable  febrifuge  and  sudorific  for  which  no  test  was  known.  But  now  it 
is  shown  that  the  tincture  does  not  contain  any  new  febrifuge,  as  the  owner  rashly  (for  a  pious 
man)  allowed  himself  to  say  in  1851,  but  that  the  febrifuge  is  quinine,  aided  by  other  remedies. 
The  other  ingredients,  so  far  trom  belonging  to  the  swamps  of  the  tropics,  come  from  the  dis- 
mal regions  of  ancient  pharmacy. 

The  thing  is  a  curious  specimen  of  poly-pharmacy,  whether  the  ingredients  be  merely  a 
"  farrago  devised  tor  the  purpose  of  mystification  "  or  be  really  the  result  of  reflection  or  expe- 
riment. Each  bottle  contains  about  nine  grains  of  quinine ;  three  purgative  ingredients  (viz., 
about  ten  or  eleven  grains  of  aloes,  half  that  quantity  of  rhubarb,  and  one  grain  of  larch  agaric); 
and,  thirdly,  in  each  bottle  the  essence  of  twenty-five  grains  of  heterogeneous  aromatic  stimu- 
lant— myrrh,  zedoary,  cubebs,  angelica,  saffron,  fennel,  elecampane,  ennched  with  a 
good  dose  of  the  Confectio  Damocratis,  an  old  Mithridatic  farrago  containing  about  fifty  gums, 
balsams,  spices  and  aromatic^. 

Such  is  Warburg's  Tincture,  which,  thanks  to  Professor  Maclean,  is  now  likely  to  receive  a 
thorough  trial ;  more  especially  to  determine  what  is  the  share  taken  by  the  chief  ingredients 
in  enhancing  the  febrifuge  qualities  of  quinine— a  matter  ot  deep  importance  to  fever-stricken 
persons  and  fever-treating  physicians. — London  Medical  Times. 

Dr.  Warburg's  Tincture. 

In  The  Lancet  of  Nov.  13,  Prof.  W.  C.  Maclean,  of  Netley,  England,  gives  the  formula  for 
the  preparation  of  this  remedy,  and  adduces  considerable  proof  of  its  efficacy  in  malarial  fevers. 
Until  recently  this  has  been,  for  many  years,  a  secret  remedy,  but,  acting  on  the  advice  of  his 
friends,  Dr.  Warburg  confided  the  formula  to  Professor  Maclean,  who  has  verified  it  by  making 
thirty  ounces  of  the  tincture  in  the  Netley  laboratory.  Several  striking  examples  of  the  value 
of  the  remedy  in  the  remittent  fevers  of  India  are  mentioned,  and  Professor  Maclean  says  further: 
"  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  Warburg's  tincture  was  first  introduced  in  Southern  India,  for 
use  on  a  large  scale,  by  the  late  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Mark  Cubbon,  K.C.B.,  Commissioner  of 
the  Mysore  Province.  .  .  .  Having  himself  used  the  remedy  with  success,  he  at  first  placed 
five  hundred,  and  subsequently  one  thousand,  bottles  of  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  late  Dr.  C.  J. 
Smith,  well  known  as  surgeon  to  the  Mysote  Commission  (much  exposed  to  malaria  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties),  and  I  believe  I  am  right  when  I  say  that  none  of  them  ever  ventured 
into  a  malarious  locality  without  being  armed  with  a  little  bottle  of '  Warburg.' 

"  I  have  not  space  at  my  command  to  say  more  of  its  use  in  Southern  India,  where  it  was 
always  better  known  and  more  used  than  either  in  the  Bengal  or  Bombay  Presidencies.  Many 
great  engineering  works  in  Southern  India,  carried  on  in  '  deadly  jungles,'  were  brought  to  a 
successful  issue  mainly  by  the  protection  afforded  to  the  workmen  by  this  medicine.  Some  re- 
markable evidence  on  this  point  was  placed  before  the  Royal  Commission  which  inquired  into 
the  health  of  the  Army  of  India,  by  my  friend  Major-General  Cottin,  R.  E. 

"  I  have  only  to  add  that  very  many  eminent  members  of  the  profession  in  this  country, 
among  whom  I  may  instance  Sir  Andrew  Halliday,  the  late  Sir  James  €fibson  (Director-General 
of  the  Medical  Departement  of  the  Army),  the  late  Dr.  Babington,  Mr.  Skey,  and  many  others, 
were  led  to  use  this  febrifuge,  and  have  left  on  record  strong  evidence  of  its  value  as  a  thera- 
peutic agent 

"  It  will  be  seen  that  quinine  is  the  most  important  ingredient  in  the  formula,  each  ounce 
bottle  of  the  formula  containing  nine  grains  and  a  half  of  the  alkaloid.  Its  presence  has  been 
detected  by  every  chemist  who  has  attempted  its  analysis,  and  never  doubted  by  any  medical 
man  of  experience  who  has  used  the  tincture.  Many  will  say,  *  After  all ,  this  vaunted  remedy 
is  only  quinine,  concealed  in  a  farrago  of  inert  substances  for  purposes  of  mystification.'  To  this 
my  answer  is,  I  have  treated  remittent  fevers  of  every  degree  of  severity,  cont.'* acted  in  the 
jungles  of  the  Deccan  and  Myaore,  at  the  base  of  mountain  ranges  in  India,  on  the  Coromandel 
coast,  in  the  pestilential  highlands  of  the  northern  division  of  the  Madras  Presidency,  in  the 
malarial  rivers  of  China,  and  in  men  brought  to  this  hospital  from  the  swamps  of  the  Gold  Coast, 
and  I  affirm  that  I  have  never  seen  quinine,  when  given  alone,  act  in  the  manner  chara  iteristic 
of  this  tincture  ;  and  although  I  yield  to  none  in  my  high  opinion  of  the  inestimable  value  of 
quinine,  I  have  never  seen  a  single  dose  of  it  given  alone,  to  the  extent  of  nine  grains  and  a 
half,  suffice  to  arrest  an  exacerbation  of  remittent  fever,  much  less  prevent  its  recurrence,  while 
nothing  is  more  common  than  to  see  the  same  quantity  of  the  alkaloid  in  Warburg's  tincture 
bring  about  both  results."     .... 

The  rules  for  the  use  of  the  remedy,  as  given  by  Dr.  Maclean,  are  as  follows :  "One-half  ounce 
(half  of  a  bottle)  is  given  alone  without  dilution,  after  the  bowels  have  been  evacuated  by 
any  convenient  purgative,  all  drink  being  withheld ;  in  three  hours  the  other  half  of  the 
bottle  is  administered  in  the  same  way.  Soon  afterwards,  particularly  in  hot  climates,  pro- 
fuse, but  seldom  exhausting,  perspiration  is  produced ;  this  has  a  strong  aromatic  odor,  which 
I  have  oftMi  detected  about  the  patient  and  his  room  on  the  following  day.  With  this 
there  is  a  rapid  decline  of  temperature,  immediate  abatement  of  frontal  headache — in  a 
word,  complete  defervescence,  and  it  seldom  happens  that  a  second  bottle  is  required.  If  so, 
the  dose  must  be  repeated  as  above.  In  very  adynamic  cases,  if  the  sweating  threatens  to 
prove  exhausting,  nourishment  in  shape  of  beef-tea,  with  the  addition  of  Liebig's  extract,  and 
some  wine  or  brandy  of  good  quality,  may  be  required." 
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"Dk.  Warburg's  Tincture. 
"  5  Aloes  (Socotr.)  libram,  Rad.  rhei  (East  India), 

Sena.  Angelicae,  *  Confect.  damocratis,  ana  uncias  quatuor ; 
Rad.  Helenis  (s.  enulae),  Croci  sativi, 

Sena,  fceniculi,  f  Cret.  prsepaiat.,  ana  unc.  duas  ; 
Rad.  gentianae,  Rad.  zedoaripe, 

Pip.  cubeb.,  Myrrh,  elect., 

Canaphorae,  j;.  Boleti  laricis,  ana  unciam. 

"  The  above  ingredients  to  be  digested  with  five  hundred  ounces  of  proof  spirit  in  a  wa- 
ter-bath for  twelve  hours  ;  then  expressed  and  ten  ounces  of  disulphate  of  quinine  added  ;  the 
mixture  to  be  replaced  in  the  water-bath  till  all  quinine  is  dissolved.  The  liquor,  when  cool, 
is  to  be  filtered,  and  is  then  fit  for  use. 

On  the  Use  of  Warburg's  Testcture. — Dr.  Broadbent,  of  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Lon- 
don, claims  that  he  has  used  Warburg's  tincture  with  great  success,  believing,  indeed,  that 
he  has  saved  life  by  it  in  several  instances.  Its  efl&cacy  he  attributes  to  quinine,  which, 
though  present  in  the  small  preportion  of  nine  and  a  half  grains  to  the  ounce,  is  aided  in 
its  actien  by  powerful  aromatics.  To  render  the  tincture  thoroughly  efficient  it  should  be 
given  without  dilution,  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  hours,  during  which  time  nothing 
should  be  taken  but  a  little  beef-tea  or  brandy,  and  this  only  if  required  by  the  state  of 
the  patient.  The  applicability  of  the  remedy  is  to  those  cases  where  there  is  no  organic 
disease  necessarily  fatal,  and  where  the  local  inflammation  is  inadequate  to  produce  the 
symptoms,  but  the  nervous  system  is  overwhelmed  by  a  poison,  as  in  malignant  remittents, 
or  perhaps  by  pyrexia  simply. — Practitioner,  February,  1877. 


*  This  confection,  which  consists  of  an  immense  variety  of  aromatic  substances,  was  once  officinal,  and  is 
to  he  found  in  the  Ph.  Lond.,  174(5. 

+  Dr.  Warburg  says  that  this  ingredient  was  added  to  correct  the  otherwise  extremely  acrid  taste  of  the  tinc- 
ture.   Many  other  substances  were  tried,  but  none  answered  so  well  as  prepared  chalk. 

t  This  is  the  Polyporus  laricis  (P.  officinalis.  Boletus  pnrgans,  or  Larch  agaric),  "formerly,"  says  Pereira, 
"  a  drastic  purgative,  and  still  kept  by  the  herbalist." 


The  following  article,  which  we  copy  trom  the  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  we  believe  will 
amply  repay  any  one  taking  the  time  for  its  peru.ial.  It  is  one  ot  the  most  exhaustive  articles 
on  the  solubility  ot  sugar-coated  pills  that  has  yet  been  written,  and  one  that  shows  famili- 
arity of  the  writer  with  the  subject  on  which  he  is  writing. — Ed. 

A.  WORD  IN  DEFENCE  OP  SUGAR-COATED  PILLS. 

By  J.  B.  MooBE. 

The  practice  ot  sugar-coating  pills  has  been  for  some  time  the  subject  of  severe,  and  I  think, 
unjust  criticism,  and  it  is  with  the  view  of  trying  to  correct  some  of  the  errors  which  have  gained 
currency  among  medical  men  by  what  has  been  said  and  written,  that  I  have  prepared  this 
paper. 

Having  been  constantly  selling  and  dispensing  sugar-coated  pills  and  granules  since  the 
practice  has  te  any  extent  been  adopted,  I  claim  that  I  am  somewhat  qualified  by  experience 
and  close  observation  to  judge  of  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  practice  as  it  affects 
their  therapeutic  qualities,  in  all  my  experience  in  selhng  and  dispensing,  I  might  say  many 
hundred  pounds  of  sugar-coated  pills,  I  have  never  heard  of  a  single  instant  of  complaint  of  their 
inefficiency  or  even  tardiness  of  action,  either  from  physicians  or  customers,  which  could,  by  any 
stretch  of  the  imagination,  be  attributed  to  their  saccharme  investment. 

The  objections  which  have  been  urged  against  the  practice  ©f  sugar-coating  pills  rest,  I 
think,  upon  insufficient  grounds,  and  cannot  prevail  with  any  force  when  the  subject  is  properly 
considered  in  the  light  of  practical  experience.  No  arbitrary  rule  for  general  application  can  be 
made  to  govern  the  matter  as  to  what  pills  should  or  should  not  be  coated  in  extemporaneous 
dispensing.  This  must  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  physician  or  pharmacist,  which  judgment 
must  be  based  upon  the  knowledge  of  the  chemical  nature,  etc.,  of  the  ingredients  composing 
the  pills,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  they  are  to  be  employed.  But  I  do  contend  that 
as  a  rule  almost  all  pills  which  are  to  be  kept  more  than  a  day  or  two,  should  be  coated  with 
something,  sugar  preferred  when  practicable,  and  more  especially  such  as  contain  iodide  ot  iron, 
or  any  of  the  various  salts  of  iron,  asafcetida,  etc.,  or  any  volatile  or  readily  oxidizable  substance 
Very  many  substances  are  liable  to  change  and  to  deteriorate  by  even  a  brief  exposure  to  the 
variable  hygroscopic  conditions  and  other  atmospheric  influences,  Irom  which  the  coating  shields 
them,  and  at  the  same  time  preserves  the  pill  mass  trom  that  indefinite  exsiccation  and  harden- 
ing which  exposure  would  produce. 

I  think  that  all  of  the  officinal  pills,  as  well  as  the  numerous  popular  pills,  which  the  phar- 
macist is  obliged  to  keep  ready-naade,  such  for  instance,  as  the  comp.  cathartic,  cemp.  rhubarb, 
Hooper's  and  Lady  Webster  pill,  and  pills  of  iodide  and  proto-carbonate  of  iron,  quinia,  etc., 
should,  by  all  means,  be  coated. 

The  opponents  of  coated  pills  may  say  "let  every  pharmacist  make  these  pills  in  small  quan- 
tities, and  renew  his  stock  every  week  or  ten  days."    But,  I  would  ask,  what  is  to  become  of  the 
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old  stock  that  remains  on  hand  at  each  period  of  renewal,  and  which  may  be  the  bulk,  and,  in 
some  instances,  the  entire  lot ;  must  these  be  discarded  and  thrown  away,  and  a  new  lot  prepared, 
to  be  treated  in  like  manner  ?  Yet  this  must  be  done  if  we  wish  to  meet  the  views  ot  some  of 
the  opponents  of  coated  pills,  or  else  the  pharmacists  must  make  their  pills  up  freshly  when 
called  for,  which,  I  can  assure  my  brethren,  would  entail  upon  the  already  complicated  and 
onerous  duties  ot  the  pharmacist  an  amount  of  labor,  trouble  and  real  annoyance,  which  to  be 
appreciated  must  be  experienced.  I  have  realized  a  ioretaste  of  this  by  being  called  upon,  on 
several  occasions,  to  prepare  single  doses  of  comp.  cathartic.  Lady  Webster  and  various  other 
kinds  of  pills,  by  persons  whose  newly-formed  and  unfounded  prejudices  against  sugar-coated 
pills  raade  them  obstinately  refuse  to  take  them. 

If  the  practice  of  sugar-coating  pills  should  be  abandoned,  I  can  assure  both  the  medi- 
cal profession  and  the  public  that  they  will  have  to  use  pills  in  a  worse  and  more  uncertain  con- 
dition than  they  now  have  them  in  the  sugar-coated  form.  And,  unless  my  conceptions  ot  human 
nature  are  verv  erroneous,  the  pill  business  would  soon  degenerate  into  a  state  of  chaos  and  un- 
certainty, and  the  public  would  be  served  up  with  such  a  sorry  set  of  pharmaceutical  products  in 
the  shape  of  pills  as  to  make  them  soon  cry  aloud  for  a  return  to  the  elegant  and  palatable  sugar- 
coated  pill,  which  has,  for  fifteen  years,  steadily  grown  into  such  unbounded  popularity,  not  only 
with  the  medical  protession  but  also  with  the  entire  public.  How  could  they  ever  have  attained 
this  universal  popularity  ^y■  ^Aej^  had  ieen  insoluble,  and,  if  insoluble,  why  was  it  not  discovered 
long  ago  bi/  medical  men.  who  have  been  daily  and  almost  even  hourly  prescribing  them  for  years. 

The  use  of  glycerin  in  pill  excipients  is  a  very  good  thing  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  it  does  not 
protect  the  pill  from  deterioration  by  exposure,  nor  does  it  shield  the  palate  from  the  disagree- 
able contact  of  the  "  bitter  pill."  Furthermore,  its  hygroscopic  character  might,  in  some  instances, 
render  it  positively  objectionable,  and  in  no  case  can  it  supply  the  place  of  good  sugar-coating  in 
preservative  qualities.  It  is,  however,  an  excellent  excipient  to  employ  in  makmg  pills,  when 
eligible,  either  plain  or  coated,  and  I  understand  that  the  majority  of  our  wholesale  manufacturers 
ot  sugar-coated  pills  use  it. 

The  argument  that  some  pharma(?ists  use  against  sugar-coated  pills  is  that  the  wholesale 
manufacturer  shares  with  us  a  portion  of  our  profits.  This  weak  argument  may  carry  weight 
with  some  who  have  no  business  to  occupy  their  time,  but  pharmacists  who  enjoy  a  fair  run  of 
busmess  can  spend  their  time  much  more  profitably  in  other  departments  than  thev  can  in  freshly 
making  single  doses  of  all  the  various  popular  pills  for  five  cents  each,  which  is  the  maximum 
price  that  thret;  out  of  five  pharmacists  could  get,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  would  be  com- 
pelled to  prepare  them  for  three  cents  per  dose.  If  any  pharmacist  would  charge  ten  cents  per  dose 
of  comp.  cathartic  pills,  his  unemployed  and,  perhaps,  ignorant  neighbor  would  charge  three 
or  five  cents,  and  thus  either  take  his  customer  or  compel  him  to  "  come  down."  For  people 
are  influenced  very  much  now-a-days  by  the  charm  of  cheapness,  and  especially  in  little  matters 
of  this  kind. 

The  most  popular  pills,  in  my  experience,  are  the  ofiicinal  compound  cathartic  pills.  Theje 
are  in  constant  demand,  and  are  most  generally  sold  by  the  single  dose,  and,  to  accommodate 
customers,  I  keep  them  always  put  up  in  doses  of  three,  four  and  five  pills  each,  of  which  1  sell 
many  doses  every  day,  and  for  the  last  fifteen  years  have  sold  none  in  this  way  but  what  have 
been  sugar  coated,  and  presume  that  out  of  every  fifty  doses  sold  forty -five  are  in  doses  of  only 
three  pills  each,  it  being  very  rarely  that  doses  ot  four  or  five  pills  are  called  for,  and  1  can 
scarcely  recall  to  mind  a  single  complaint  of  their  inelficacy.  This  I  consider  a  good  test  of 
the  merits  of  sugar-coated  pills.  If  the  coating  interfered  with  their  solubility  or  activity  I 
would  most  certainly  have  heard  frequent  complaints,  for  the  public  are  not  generally  very 
meah'-mouthed  or  at  ail  backward  in  telling  the  pharmacist  of  his  short-comings,  or  of  the  lace 
of  efficacy  of  any  of  his  medicines.  I  also  sell  large  quantities  of  sugar-coated  Lady  Webster's, 
compound  rhubarb,  podophyllin  pills,  etc.,  and  1  never  hear  complaints  of  their  inactivity.  It 
is  pUls  of  this  character,  which  produce  decided  and  sensible  efiects  upon  the  system,  that  are 
the  best  test  with  reference  to  their  solubility. 

If  purgative  pills  will  dissolve,  which  are  liable  to  be  hurried  through  the  alimentary  canal 
by  the  increased  peristaltic  action  produced  by  the  smallest  portion  of  the  medical  ingredient 
coming  in  contact  with  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bowels,  how  much  more  likely  would  the 
anodjrne,  alterative  and  other  class  of  pills  be  to  dissolve,  which  are  liable  to  linger  longer  in 
their  passage. 

As  a  proof  of  the  fallacy  of  the  idea  that  sugar-coating  diminishes  or  destroys  the  activity 
of  pills,  watch  the  steady  and  unwavenng  popularity  of  many  of  the  proprietary  pills,  which 
are  now,  I  believe,  nearly  all  sugar-coated,  such,  for  instance,  as  Wr.ght's,  Jayne  s,  Ayer's, 
Schenck's,  Brandreth's,  etc.  Do  you  suppose  for  a  moment,  that  if  the  coating  of  these  pills  in- 
terfered in  the  least  with  their  activity,  the  proprietors  would  not  soon  discover  the  fact  and 
at  once  abandon  the  practice.  These  men  are  shrewd  and  keep  a  steady  eye  upon  their  own 
interests,  and  offer  to  the  great  public  their  remedies  m  the  most  palatable  and  inviting  forms. 
And  if  regular  medical  practitioners  should  insist  upon  dosing  the  public  with  uncoated,  bitter 
pills,  what  would  be  the  result  ?  People  who  have  hitherto  been  in  the  habit  of  using  the  various 
officinal  and  semi-offlcinal  pills  would  buy  and  use  in  their  stead  some  of  the  popular  proprie- 
tary pills.  This  would  be  the  natural  sequence  of  the  present  crusade  against  sugar-coated  pills, 
if  successful. 

Instead  of  abandoning  the  practice  of  sugar-coating  pills  I  would  rather  encourage  its  more 
extensive  adoption,  and  would  recommend,  if  it  could  be  conveniently  done,  the  coating  ot  all 
pills  to  conceal  their  taste  and  to  protect  them  from  atmospheric  intluenee.  It  some  facile  and 
expeditious  means  could  be  devised  by  which  the  process  of  sugar-coating  could  be  executed 
quickly,  I  would  like  to  see  it  applied  even  to  pills  on  the  extemporaneous  prescriptions  of 
physicians,  and  thus  shield  the  sensitive  and  delicate  palate  of  the  sick  from  the  disagreeable 
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taste  and,  sometimes,  repulsive  odor  of  nauseous  medicines.  I  might,  however,  offer  as  excep- 
tions to  this  rule  all  pills  that  are  to  be  administered  m  diarrhoeas,  dysentery,  cholera  morbus, 
cholic,  etc..  where  immediate  or  the  promptest  action  is  required,  and  where  a  highly  exalted 
state  of  peristaltic  action  exists.  In  such  cases  it  is  probable  thpt  a  treshlv-made  uncoatecl  pill 
might  be  preferable. 

To  many  persons  a  pill  is  tbemost  acceptable  form  in  which  medicine  can  be  administered, 
while  to  others  pill-taking  is  a  very  unpleasant  task,  and  the  idea  of  swallowing  a  pill  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  most  unpleasant  sensations,  amounting,  in  some  cases,  to  the  utmost  disgust ;  I 
have  known  many  persons  who  positively  could  not  swallow  a  pill.  Some  people  always  have 
to  hold  a  pill  in  their  mouths  tor  some  time,  and  it  is  only  swallowed  after  the  most  strenuous 
efforts.  This  very  repugnance  and  disgust,  experienced  by  many  persons  in  taking  pills,  and 
difficulty  in  swallowing  them,  has  been,  in  many  instances,  I  have  no  doubt,  engendered  by  their 
beine  compelled  to  take  bitter  and  nauseous  uncoated  i)ills,  whereas  had  they  been  sugar-coated , 
they  might  never  have  experienced  the  slightest  difficulty  in  taking  pills  at  any  time. 

If  regular  physicians  wish  to  render  their  practice  unpopular  with  the  public  and  encourage 
and  foster  homoeopathy,  let  them  sanction  and  join  in  the  recent  opposition  to  sugar-coated 
piLs,  and  continue  to  discourage  the  employment  of  other  elegant  and  palatable  forms  ot  reme- 
dies which  an  enliahtened  pharmaf\y  oflers  them. 

I  consider  opposition  to  sugar-coated  pUls  an  unfortunate  retrograde  step,  and  as  unjustifiable 
and  unnecessary  as  it  is  injudicious  and  damaging  to  the  interests  of  botli  medicine  and  phar- 
macy. I  think  it  should  be  the  aim  of  every  pharmacist,  who  feels  a  just  pride  in  his  profession, 
lo  encourage  rather  than  to  discourage  the  adoption  and  perpetuation  of  any  practice  that  gives 
elegance  to  his  products  and  that  renders  bis  preparations  as  agreeable  to  the  taste  and  as  in- 
viting in  appearance  as  possible.  The  veiy  appearance  of  a  medicine  may  invite,  or  it  may  re- 
pel and  excite  feelings  of  disgust  in  the  mind  of  a  patient.  Physicians  should  feel  it  their  duty, 
as  it  most  certainly  is  of  paramount  importance  to  their  interests,  to  aid  and  encourage  Pharma- 
cists in  their  eflbrts  in  this  direction,  by  using  and  recommending  such  improved  torms  of  reme- 
dies. I  refer,  of  course,  to  legitimate  and  substantial  improvements.  I  don't  expect  a  physician 
to  adopt  and  prescribe  every  new-fangled  thing  to  which  the  pharmacist  mav  call  his  attention, 
either  personally,  by  circular  or  by  sample,  the  real  merit  ot  which  may  be  all  in  the  label,  the 
true  composition  being  kept  a  profound  secret  and  only  known  to  the  pharmacist  himselt, 
and  the  whole  thing,  perhaps,  only  a  fraud  and  deception. 

The  more  elegant  in  appearance  and  the  more  palatable  medicines  are  the  more  popular  the 
regular  practice  will  become.  It  has  unquestionably  been,  in  a  great  measure,  the  disagreeable 
and  repulsive  doses  of  the  regular  practitioner,  and  the  palatableness  of  homoeopatic  remedies 
that  has  given  the  latter  practice  such  a  foothold,  and  rendered  it  so  popular  among  the  most 
cultivated  and  refined  classes  of  our  population.  It  is  not  among  the  ignorant  and  poor  that 
homoeopathic  practice  has  attained  its  greatest  popularity,  but  it  is  with  the  more  cultivated 
and  refined,  whose  delicate  and  fastidious  palates  revolt  at  nauseous  doses  of  regular  medicine. 
It  is  this  class  of  people  who  will  employ  that  doctor  who  will  give  them  pleasant  remedies, 
even  though  they  may  not  really  have  so  much  confidence  in  his  skill,  in  preference  to  one 
who  deals  out  to  them  nauseous  draughts.  To  ascertain  the  truth  of  what  I  have  said,  inquire 
of  those  who  employ  homoeopathic  physicians,  and  I  will  guarantee  that  three  out  of  every 
five  persons  will  tell  you  that  they  vs'ere  allured  to  the  latter  by  their  pleasant  remedies. 
Mothers  will  tell  you  that  their  medicines  are  so  nice  tor  their  children  ;  that  their  little  dar- 
lings take  their  medicines  so  easily.  There  is  no  coaxing  and  petting  necessary;  no  throwing 
of  their  little  pets  on  their  backs  and  holding  their  noses  whue  they  pour  the  nauseous  doses 
down  their  little  throats,  and  then  witnessing  their  sobs  and  heartrending  cries,  since  they  have 
employed  the  homoeopathic  doctor. 

The  physician  who  studies  to  please  the  palate  of  his  patient,  especially  it  it  be  a  woman 
or  child,  does  a  wise  thing,  in  that  he  fortifies  himself  in  then-  confidsoce  and  respect  to  that 
degree  that  it  would  require  some  powerful  adverse  circumstance  to  destroy.  Many,  manv  times 
have  I  heard  ladies  say,  "Oh !  I  do  liKe  Dr.  8o-and-so  so  much,  he  always  prescribes  such 
pleasant  medicines. '  Hence,  I  say  to  the  medical  profession  pause  and  reflect  awhile  before 
you  fall  into  the  fatal  error  of  taking  the  backward  step  ol  opposing  and  discouraging  the  use 
of  sugar-coated  pills,  whicfi  give  so  great  a  finish  and  so  much  elegance  to  this  form  of  remedy. 

The  theorv  of  insolubiUty  ol  sugar-coated  pills  is,  at  first  sight,  a  very  plausible  one,  and 
therefore  apt  to  be  accepted  by  medical  men  as  true,  without  their  having  taken  the  time  ana 
trouble  to  test  its  verity.  And  especiallv  are  such  theories  likely  to  gain  credence  and  rapid 
currency  when  rhey  emanate  from  prominent  writers,  or  are  heralded  by  any  of  the  "Six  Ora- 
cles'  of  a  profession.  But  generally  such  false  notions  sustain  but  an  ephemeral  existence ;  they 
may  tor  a  while,  like  the  "  will-o'-the-wisp,"  lead  the  unwary  astray,  but  they  cannot  long  with- 
stand the  sunlight  of  tnith  and  scientific  practical  investigation,  and, 

"  Like  bubbles  on  the  eea  of  matter  borne. 
They  raise,  ihey  break,  and  to  that  sea  return.'' 

When  a  remedy  or  form  of  remedy  is  placed  under  the  ban  of  suspicion,  as  sugar-coated 
pills  have  been,  since  the  senseless  tirade  against  them  was  started,  it  is  apt  to  be  blamed  unjustly, 
and  failure  of  therapeutic  activity  ascribed  to  it,  which  may  be  due  to  the  deranged  condition  of 
the  system.  The  usual  dose  of  the  officinal  compound  cathartic  pill  may,  in  the  same  individual, 
at  one  time  produce  excessive  action,  while  at  another  time  it  may  be  wholly  inoperative.  So  with 
quinia  and  other  tonics ;  they  may  at  one  time  act  with  great  precision,  certainty  and  with  ma- 
gic power,  while  at  another  time,  may  be  continued  for  weeks  without  any  appreciable  effect. 
This  capriciousness  and  uncertainty  of  the  action  of  medicines  is  a  problem  very  difficult  of  solu- 
tion. This  lack  of  acti^'ity,  or  uncertainty  in  the  action  of  a  medicine  may  depend  on  some  ab- 
normal conditions  of  the  fluids  and  secretions  of  the  stomach  and  intestinal  canal ;  hypersemia 
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or  vascular  fullness  of  the  mucous  coat  may  retard  or  effectually  prevent  absorption,  although 
the  medicinal  substance  may  be  dissolved  or  digested,  and  in  the  most  favorable  condition  for 
assimilation.  Both  the  gastric  and  intestinal  secretions  are  very  much  influenced  also  by  the 
variable  condition  of  the  nervous  system,  even  absorption  or  endosmotic  action  may,  in  a  meas- 
ure, be  suspended  or  entirely  suppressed  by  certam  nervous  conditions.  This  is  evidenced  by 
the  almost  entire  suspension  of  digestion  produced  in  sensitive  persons  by  the  sudden  announce- 
ment of  bad  news  or  any  powerfullv  depressing  circumstance.  Grief  or  great  trouble  of  any 
kind  in  persons  of  a  nervous  and  sensitive  organization,  may  often  produce  an  awfiil  sense  ot 
weight  and  oppression  in  the  gastric  region  alter  food,  accompanied  by  depression  of  spirits,  etc. 
Every  nervous  and  dyspeptic  person  has,  I  have  no  doubt,  experienced  the  truth  ot  this. 

Idiosyncracies  of  individuals,  which  may  be  unknown  to  the  physician,  may  also  dwarf  the 
power  of  medicines  and  interfere  with  their  physiological  action  and  pei-vert  their  therapeutic 
effects.  Opium,  belladonna  and  other  narcotic  and  anodyne  remedies,  when  given  to  relieve  neu- 
ralgic and  other  painful  affections  and  to  produce  sleep,  often  produce  effects  diametrically  oppo- 
site to  what  are  expected  of  them.  Calomel  and  other  preparations  of  mercury,  iodide  of  pot- 
assium, arsenic,  the  various  preparations  ot  iron,  etc.,  are  all  conspicuous  examples  of  a  large  class 
of  medicines  which  often  fail  in  exerting  their  normal  therapeutic  effects,  which,  if  administered 
in  the  pill  form,  may  be  unwittingly  and  unjustly  ascribed  either  to  their  age  or  to  their  coat- 
ing. These,  with  many  other  circumstances  well  known  to  medical  men,  may  interfere  with 
digestion,  absorption  and  assimilation,  and  conspire  to  render  the  action  of  medicines  uncertain. 
Hence,  to  test  the  relative  merit  or  activity  ot  the  various  kinds  of  pills,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
in  order  for  the  therapeutist  to  arrive  at  a  just  and  rational  conclusion,  that  he  should  take  into 
careful  consideration  all  the  various  disturbing  causes  which  beset  the  action  of  remedies. 

In  consequence  of  the  doubt  and  uncertainty  created  in  the  minds  of  physicians  and  pharma- 
cists regarding  the  solubility  of  coated  pills,  several  pharmacists  instituted  a  series  of  experiments 
by  means  of  artificial  digestion,  to  test  the  relative  solubility  ot  the  various  coated  and  other 
ready-made  pills  of  the  day.  With  the  results  ot  tbeii-  experiments  the  readers  of  this  journal,  I 
presume,  are  aware.  But  the  utmost  all  such  experiments  can  demonstrate  is  the  relative  solu- 
bility of  the  puis  under  treatment  in  the  artificial  mixture  in  which  they  are  digested  or  macerated. 
They  cannot  convey  any  definite  or  even  proximate  idee  of  the  relative  solubility  of  the  pills 
when  they  are  submitted  to  the  natural  process  of  digestion  as  it  is  conducted  in  the  human  stom- 
ach and  intestinal  canal.  The  conditions  under  which  the  artificial  digestion  is  conducted  are 
all  so  entirely  different  from  those  attending  the  natural  process  as  to  render  comparison  of  re- 
sults entirely  out  of  the  question.  There  is  absence  of  the  genial  warmth  and  the  muscular  mo- 
vements of  the  stomach  and  intestinal  canal,  and  of  the  disentegrating  influence  of  the  constant 
agitation,  trituration  and  the  attrition  to  which  the  pill  is  subjected  in  contact  with  the  particles 
of  food,  etc.,  usually  present  in  the  alimentary  canal,  and  the  powerful  soivent  action  of  the  va- 
rious secretions  not  only  of  the  stomaca,  but  those  of  the  mucous  surface  of  the  intestmal  canal, 
all  of  which  are  so  destructive  to  the  integrity  of  the  pill  mass.  These,  we  might  say,  are  all 
wanting  in  the  artificial  process,  and  will  ever  render  the  latter,  no  matter  how  caretully  con- 
ducted, nugatory  and  barren  of  even  an  approximation  to  positive  or  satisfactory  results.' 

The  most  valuable  and  most  satisfactory  experiments  ever  made  to  test  the  digestive  power 
of  the  gastric  juice,  both  in  and  out  of  the  stomach,  were  those  made  by  Dr.  Beaumont  upon  his 
subject  St.  Martin,  m  whom  there  existed,  as  the  result  of  a  gun-shot  wound,  an  opening  leading 
directly  into  the  stomach,  three  inches  from  the  cardiac  orifice.  From  this  opening,  gastric  juice 
could  be  obtained  and  the  process  ot  digestion  inspected,  which  afforded  Dr.  Beaumont  unusual 
opportunities  tor  experimenting.  In  order  to  show  the  fallacy  of  comparing  artificial  digestion 
with  the  natural  process,  I  shall  here  quote  from  one  ot  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Beaumont  as  I 
find  it  recorded  in  "Carpenter's  Principles  of  Human  Physiology,"  page  424. 

A  portion  of  meat  was  submitted  by  Dr.  Beaumont  to  artificial  digestion,  under  the  most 
favorable  circumstances,  with  gastric  juice  taken  from  the  stomach  of  St.  Martin,  which  required 
from  Hi  o'clock  A.  M.  to  9  o'clock  P.M.  for  complete  digestion,  while  another  portion,  exactly 
similar,  was  placed  in  the  stomach  of  St.  Martin  at  the  same  time,  was  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  found 
"  to  be  completely  digested  and  gone." 

Thus,  it  appears  that  meat,  when  submitted  to  artificial  digestion,  even  with  natural  gastric 
juice  in  its  nascent  state,  taken  directly  from  the  living  human  subject,  required  eight  hours  (six 
times)  longer  tor  complete  digestion  than  it  did  when  submitted  to  the  crucial  test  of  the  natural 
process,  which  demonstrates  how  fallacious  and  unreliable  must  ever  be  all  experiments  made  by 
artificial  digestion  with  artificial  gastric  juice.'^ 

In  many,  if  not  in  the  majority  ot  cases  in  which  medicines  a'-e  administered  in  the  pill 
form,  I  believe  there  are  actual  physological  advantages  derived  from  the  slow  and  gradual  solu- 
bility of  the  pill  mass  in  the  stomach  and  intestinal  canal.  This  not  only  protects  the  often  sen- 
sitive mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  from  the  shock  which  the  sudden  contact  of  the  full 
force  of  the  medicine  might  produce,  but  also  allows  absorption  to  take  place  gradually  and 
more  thoroughly  than  when  the  pills  are  freshly  made  and  liable  to  be  completely  dissolved  in  a 
few  minutes.  Cathartics,  particularly,  are  extremely  liable  in  nervous  and  sensitive  persons  to 
irritate  and  sicken  the  stomach,  consequently  medicines  ot  this  class  are  often  given,  and  are 


1  Dr  Dalton,  in  his  "  Treatise  on  Human  Physiology,"  page  133,  says,  concerning  the  muscular  movements 
of  the  stomach  that  this  "  continuous  movement  of  the  stomach  is  one  which  cannot  be  successfully  imitated  m 
experiments  on  artificial  digestion  with  gastric  juice  in  test-tabes,  and  consequently  the  process  under  these 
circumstances  is  never  so  rapid  or  so  complete  as  when  it  takes  place  in  the  interior  of  the  stomach. 

2  Dr  Carpenter,  in  commenting  upon  these  experiments  of  Dr.  Beaumont,  page  424  ("  Carpenter  s  Principles 
of  Human  Physiology"),  remarks  that  this  tardy  action  of  artificial  digestion  "is  readily  accounted  for,  when  we 
remember  that  no  ordinary  agitation  can  produce  the  same  effects  with  the  curious  movements  of  the  stomach, 
and  that  the  continual  removal  from  its  cavity  of  the  matter  which  has  been  already  dissolved  must  aid  the  opera- 
tion of  t'ne  solvent  on  the  remainder." 


NEW    PREPARATIONS.  23 


borne  without  discomfort,  which,  if  administered  in  mixture  or  liquid  form,  would  cause  great 
distress  and  perhaps  be  ejected.  The  same  is  true  of  bi-chloride  of  mercury,  iodide  of  potassium 
and  many  other  substances  which  might  be  named  that  are  of  an  irritant  character.  The  truth 
of  this  is  exemplified  in  the  almost  every-day  experience  of  the  physician  and  pharmacist.  For 
the  reasons  here  stated,  pliysicians  are  not  unfrequently  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  "  old  opium 
pill  "  in  preference  to  those  freshly  made  (see  "  Pil.  Opii,"  U.  S.  D.) ;  and  it  this  be  true  in  the  case 
of  opium,  why  should  it  not  also  be  true  in  regard  to  many  other  medicinal  substances.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  fears  entertained  by  some  concerning  the  ineflBciency  and  un trustworthiness  of 
pills  that  are  not  freshly  made  to  be  more  imaginary  than  real.  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is 
any  disadvantage  in  pills  being  old  and  hard  if  properly  made,  whether  coated  or  plain,  provided 
they  have  been  properly  presei-ved,  and  do  not  contain  any  ingredients  liable  to  change  or  spoil 
by  time  and  exposure.  They  may,  perhaps,  not  dissolve  quite  so  quickly  as  newly-made  pills, 
but  will  dissolve  more  gradually  and  in  due  time,  and  be  as  complete  and  as  thorough  in  effect 
and  leiiS  liable  to  perturb  the  system,  I  have  sold  uncoated  cathartic  pills  of  different  kinds, 
which  I  have  kept  on  hand  tor  several  years,  and  never  found  them  less  efficient  than  when  they 
were  freshly  made.  Slow  and  gradual  solution  throughout  the  digestive  organs  favors  absorption 
by  presenting  successively  fresh  portions  of  the  medicinal  ingredients  to  the  mucous  membrane, 
and  thus  permitting  them  to  be  absorbed,  particle  by  particle,  through  the  whole  course  of  the 
alimentary  canal  without  irntating  or  fatiguing  the  organs ;  especially  is  this  true  of  all  tonic  and 
alterative  pills. 

It  is  surprising  what  increased  power  remedies  sometimes  acquire  wher  presented  in  small 
but  successive  fresh  portions  at  a  time  to  the  mucous  surface  of  the  stomach  and  intestines.  It 
is  this  frequent  repetition  of  minute  doees  which  gives  homceopathy  its  success  when  it  derives 
any  at  all  from  medication.  We  often  see  ipecac  and  other  emetics  and  nauseants,  as  well  as 
purgatives,  produce  excessive  action  when  given  in  minute  doses  and  repeated  every  hour  or  so, 
whereas  five  times  the  dose  might  be  given  at  once  without,  perhaps,  producing  any  sensible 
eflFect.i 

It  would  seem  that  many  pharmacists  labor  under  the  erroneous  impression  that  digestion 
is  conducted  alone  in  the  stomach,  but  this  is  a  great  mistake.^ 

Gastric  digestion  is  only  the  first  stage  or  commencement  of  the  proceas.  After  a  pill  has 
been  subjected  to  the  solvent  action  and  digestive  power  of  the  fluids  of  the  stomach  and  the 
rough  handling  it  receives  from  the  muscular  movements  of  that  organ,^  if  it  is  not  dissolved,  it 
then  passes  to  the  duodenum  where  it  meet  with  the  secretions  of  the  pancreas  and  liver  and 
those  of  the  villous  coat  of  the  intestinal  canal,  which,  together  with  the  gastric  and  salivary 
fluids  which  have  passed  the  pylorus  from  the  stomach  intermingled  with  tlie  chyme,  forms  a 
combination  of  greater  digestive  and  solvent  power  than  that  of  the  stomach  itself.* 

From  the  duodenum  it  passes  on  through  the  remainder  of  the  small  intestines,  and  through 
this  long  and  turbulent  route  of  about  twenty-five  feet  of  intestinal  tube  it  is  subjected  to  the 
warmth  and  solvent  action  of  the  secretions  and  fluids  of  the  canal  and  the  attrition  and  perist- 
altic movement  of  the  bowels,  which  promotes  rapid  solution  and  disintegration.* 

From  the  small  intestine  the  pfll  passes  into  the  large  intestines,  and  even  here  it  is  con- 
fronted with  fluids  destructive  to  its  entirety  ;  for  it  is  the  opinion  of  some  physiologists  (see 
"  Kirk's  and  Paget's  Physiology,"  page  199)  that  the  caecum  also  secretes  an  acid  fluid  similar  to 
the  gastric  j  uice,  capable  of  digesting  substances  which  have  eluded  or  resisted  the  action  of  the 
stomach  and  passed  unchanged  through  the  small  intestines.  If  digestion  and  absorption  did 
not  take  place  to  some  extent  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  intestinal  canal,  what  would  become  of 
the  excremental  matter  that  would  accumulate  in  the  lower  bowels  of  persons  who  suffer  from 
obstinate  and  protracted  constipation,  who  are  sometime  for  weeks  or  even  months  at  a  time 
without  a  passage,  yet  who  diurnally  take  their  usual  quantity  of  food.  The  average  quantity 
of  excrementitious  matter  daily  ejected  by  an  adult  is  estimated  by  physiologists  at  from  four  to 
six  ounces.       There  must  certainly  be  some  provision  made  by  nature  in  the  lower  portions  of 


'  Dr.  Bungllson,  in  Ma  "  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica,"  vol.  1,  page  168,  well  elucidates  this  fact  by  a 
case  which  he  says  the  late  Dr.  James  Gregory,  of  Edinburgh,  was  in  the  habit  of  relating  in  his  lectures :  "A  boy 
was  directed  to  take  an  ounce  of  Epsom  salt,  but  having  a  strong  objection  to  the  taste  of  the  cathartic,  resolved 
to  form  It  into  pills  with  crumb  of  bread.  On  making  the  pills  oi  an  appropriate  size,  he  found  they  amounted  to 
three  hundred  aud  sixty,  a  number  so  near  to  that  of  the  days  of  the  year  that  he  determined  to  make  it  correspond 
entirely.  Accordingly  he  divided  them  into  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  portions,  and  took  them  all,  one  after 
the  other.  The  effect  was  extraordinary.  The  most  violent  hypercaiharsis  was  induced,  so  as  to  endanger  his 
life.  This  was  owing,  probably,  to  the  gradual  and  successive  breaking  down  of  the  pills  in  the  canal,  so  that 
particle  after  particle  came  in  contact  with  the  mucous  membrane." 

»  Dr.  Reese,  in  his  "  Analysis  of  Physiology,"  page  172,  says:  "A  more  complete  digestion,  in  fact,  takes 
place  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  intestines  than  in  the  stomach  itself." 

3  Dr.  Reese,  loc.  clt..  page  167,  says :  "When  the  food  has  reached  the  stomach  it  is  subjected  to  a  peculiar 
peristaltic  movement.  This  is  produced  by  the  contraction  and  relaxation  of  the  various  fasciculi  of  the  muscular 
coat;  it  causes  a  complete  revolution  of  the  contents,  in  every  direction,  and  a  consequent  thorough  trituration." 

*  "  The  fluid  of  the  small  intestines,  which  is  compounded  by  the  intermixture  of  the  biliary  and  pancreatic 
secretions  with  the  salivary  and  gastric  fluids,  and  with  the  secretions  of  the  intestinal  glandulse,  appears  to  pos- 
sess the  very  peculiar  power  of  dissolving  or  of  reducing  to  an  absorbable  condition  alimentary  substances  of 
every  class,  thus  possessing  more  of  the  character  of  a  'universal  solvent'  than  either  of  these  secretions  has  in  its 
separate  state."    ["  Carpenter's  Principles  of  Human  Physiology,"  page  432.] 

In  reference  to  the  digestive  power  of  the  fluids  of  the  intestines,  Dr.  Dalton  [loc.  cit.,  page  145]  says-  "  Al- 
though the  separate  actions  of  these  digestive  fluids,  however,  commence  at  diff'erent  parts  of  the  alimentary  ca- 
nal, they  afterward  go  on  simultaneously  in  the  small  Intestines;  and  the  changes  which  took  place  here,  and 
which  constitute  the  process  of  intestinal  digestion,  form  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  most  complicated  and  one 
of  the  most  important  parts  ol  the  whole  digestive  function." 

s  "The  process  of  dieestion  and  conversion  are  probably  continued  during  the  entire  transit  of  the  alimentary 
matter  along  the  small  intestine,  and  at  the  same  time  the  products  of  that  conversion  are  gradually  betng  with- 
drawn by  absorbent  action."    [Carpenter,  loc.  cit.,  pag.  433.] 
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the  intestines  for  tlie  solution,  or  reduction  to  an  absorbable  condition  of  the  large  amount  of 
solid  matter  which  -would  accumulate  in  protracted  cases  of  torpid  bowels.  Of  course,  as  is  well 
known,  about  three-fourths  of  this  matter  is  of  an  aqueous  character,  which  may  be  gradually 
absorbed  by  long  contact  with  the  mucous  coat  of  the  bowels  ;  but  there  must  still  remain,  in 
some  cases,  a  large  bulk  of  solid  and  extremely  indigestible  matter,  which  must  undergo  a  tho- 
rough transformation  before  it  can  be  taken  up  by  the  absorbents,  and  which,  if  it  should  remain 
would  produce  great  discomfort  or  even  endanger  life.  This  labor  must  be  performed  either  by 
the  fluids  which  pass  down  intermingled  with  the  solid  matter,  or  else  by  the  secretions  of  that 
portion  of  the  intestines  themselves. 

But  even  should  this  not  be  the  case  and  such  a  fluid  not  be  present,  the  pill,  while  sojourn- 
ing here  and  in  the  remaining  portion  of  the  bowels,  will  nevertheless  be  subjected  to  the  soft- 
ening and  solvent  action  of  the  warmth  and  moisture  of  the  parts,  and  the  disentegrating  eflfects 
of  peristaltic  action,  while  at  the  same  time  absorption  will  take  place,  even  from  this  remote 
region,  and  the  medicinal  ingredients  will  exert  their  therapeutic  effects  in  a  measure,  if  not  to 
their  full  extent,  because  whenever  a  medicinal  substance  comes  in  contact  with  a  mucous  mem- 
brane or  an  absorbing  surface,  under  favorable  conditions,  it  will  be  taken  up  and  exert  its  me- 
dicinal effects.  This  is  illustrated  by  the  effect  of  medicines  and  alimentary  substances  when 
administered  by  rectum,  or  when  medicinal  substances  are  administered  by  the  vagina,  or  when 
applied  to  a  denuded  surface  or  injected  into  the  veins  or  under  the  skin,  or  when  absorbed  from 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  air  passages. 

Thus  we  see  that  a  pill  finds  no  quiescent  state  or  haven  of  rest  from  the  moment  it  enters 
the  cardiac  orifice  until  it  passes  the  exit  gate  of  the  rectum  ;  and  it  would  seem  to  me  that  a 
pill,  whether  coated  or  uncoated,  new  or  old,  would  have  to  be  insoluble  indeed  to  be  able  to 
stand  the  thorough  trituration  that  it  receives  in  the  stomach  and  then  to  pass  unchanged 
through  the  entire  intestinal  canal,  a  distance  of  about  thirty-five  feet.  Therefore  I  would  say 
that  a  pill  that  could  run  the  gauntlet  of  such  an  ordeal  deserves  to  escape.  And  what  though 
a  refractory  pill  should  occassionally  be  found  capable  of  such  a  feat,  and  "  live  to  purge  another 
day,"  this  would  not  warrant  us  in  unqualifiedly  Renouncing  the  practice  of  sugar-coating  pills, 
a  practice  which  confers  such  a  blessing  upon  the  invalid.  Because  we  discern  a  spot  upon  the 
sun's  disc,  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  at  once  extinguish  that  glorious  luminary. 

Since  the  hue  and  cry  against  sugar-coated  pills  has  been  started  I  have  heard  a  great  many 
outlandish  stories  told  concerning  them  by  medical  men.  A  friend  of  mine  in  one  of  our  whole- 
sale drug  houses  informed  me  some  time  ago  of  a  physician  in  Chester  county,  Pa.,  who  told  him 
that  he  had  in  his  possession  a  half-pint  bottle  filled  with  sugar-coated  pills,  which  he  had  gar- 
nered, that  had  passed  through  the  alimentary  canals  of  his  patients  unchanged.  Another  phy- 
sician, residing  in  this  city,  informed  a  friend  of  mine  that  he  had  found  handfuls  of  sugar-coated 
pills  that  had  passed  from  his  patients  unscathed.  Now,  I  don't  like  to  question  the  veracity 
of  these  gentlemen,  but  I  am  constrained  to  say  that  I  don't  believe  these  stories. 

'•  Lest  men  suspect  your  tale  untrue, 
Keep  probability  in  view." 

I  think  that  it  would  be  safe  in  offering  five  dollars  apiece  for  all  the  sugar-coated  pills 
made  by  any  ot  our  reputable  manufacturers  that  can  be  obtained  and  presented  under  oath  as 
having  passed  the  alimentary  canal  undissolved  under  ordinary  conditions  of  that  organ.  I 
doubt  very  much  if  enough  could  be  collected  within  a  year  in  the  United  States  to  fill  a  half- 
ounce  bottle.  I  really  think  that  these  over-zealous  relic-hunters  have  mistaken  cherry-stones 
for  sugar-coated  pills. 

When  the  mucous  coat  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  are  in  such  an  excited  and  irritable  con- 
dition as  is  sometimes  the  case  in  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  cholera  morbus,  etc.,  peristaltic  action 
may  be  so  excessive  as  to  hasten  the  passage  of  substances  to  such  a  gait  that  time  might  not  be 
given  for  solution  or  perfect  digestion  to  take  place.  Under  such  circumstances  it  migJit  he 
possible  for  a  pill,  whether  coated  or  uncoated,  new  or  old,  to  pass  through  the  alimentary  canal 
undissolved.  Under  such  conditions,  even  portions  of  food  may  pass  whole  or  unchanged,  which 
under  ordinary  circumstances  would  be  very  digestible.  But  these  are  exceptionable  cases,  and 
even  in  such  cases,  I  believe  particles  of  very  digestible  food  would  be  more  likely  to  pass  undi- 
gested than  would  medicinal  substances,  because  such  remedies  as  would  be  administered  in 
such  cases  would  be  likely  to,  temporarily  at  least,  control  and  restrain  inordinate  peristaltic 
action,  so  as  to  allow  a  pill  to  be  dissolved  when  portions  of  food  might  pass  unchanged. 

1  have,  in  another  part  of  this  paper,  said  that  in  ihe  case  of  pills  that  were  to  be  administ- 
ered in  diarrhoea,  etc.,  or  that  were  desired  to  act  promptly,  there  might  be  some  advantage  in 
their  being  freshly  made  and  uncoated,  but  I  question  very  much  whether  there  is  actually  any 
advantage  accruing  therefrom  even  in  such  cases.  Observation  and  experience  in  the  use  of 
this  form  of  medication  would  seem  to  indicate  that  this  was  not  the  case.  During  the  whole 
course  of  my  early  experience  in  pharmacy,  I  had  occasion  to  make  large  quantities  of  a  pill 
composed  of  opium,  camphor  and  capsicum.  This  pill  with  many  physicians  was  extremely 
popular.  It  was  considered  almost  a  specific  in  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  cholera  morbus,  and  dur- 
ing the  prevalence  of  epidemic  cholera  it  was  used  by  a  great  number  of  physicians  of  my  ac- 
quaintance with  the  greatest  success,  in  fact  it  was  their  sheet-anchor  of  treatment.  These 
pills  we  used  to  make  up  in  quantities  of  thousands  at  a  time.  This  was  almost  before  sugar- 
coating  was  thought  of,  or  at  least  before  it  was  introduced  to  any  extent. 

The  excipient  employed  in  making  these  pills  was  gum  Arabic  and  water,  the  most  insol- 
uble excipient  that  could  be  employed,  and  these  pills  were  often  kept  on  hand  for  months  be- 
fore they  were  used,  yet  no  complaint  was  ever  heard  of  their  tardiness  of  action  or  inefficiency. 
One  physician  of  my  acquaintance,  the  late  Dr.  Wm.  S.  Latta,  of  near  Parksburg,  Pa.,  enjployed 
these  pills  very  extensively  in  his  practice.  I  used  to  prepare  them  for  him  in  lots  from  five 
hundred  to  a  thousand  at  a  time,  which,   under  ordinary  circumstances,   would  last  him  for  a 
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year  or  longer.  Yet  lie  never  found  these  pills  to  lose  their  virtues  by  the  petrifying  hand  of 
time,  although  they  were  used  in  diseases  in  which  the  alimentary  canal  is  in  the  most  sensi- 
tive and  irritable  state,  and  in  the  most  unfavorable  condition  for  solution,  absorption  and  as- 
similation. This  is  not  only  my  experience  in  the  pill  trade,  but  I  have  no  doubt  it  has  been 
the  experience  of  thousands  of  other  pharmacists  who  have  had  a  long  and  large  experience, 
and  who  have  been  observing. 

This  is  the  best  kind  of  evidence  of  the  power  of  the  stomach  and  intestinal  canal  to  dissolve 
pills  that  have  been  long  kept  and  that  are  uncoated,  while  it  speaks  in  thunder- tones  in  favor 
of  pills  that  are  coated;  because  if  pills  are  found  to  he  soluble  and  active  tliat  have  teen  kept  for 
years  uncoated,  how  much  more  soluble  would  they  be  when  carefully  made  and  properly  sugar- 
coated.  Besides,  whoever  heard  of  frequent  complaints,  by  physicians  or  any  one  else,  of  the 
insolubility  or  inefficiency  of  pills,  either  coated  or  uncoated,  until  this  terrible  "  bug-a-boo  "  of 
insolubility  of  sugar-coated  pills  put  in  an  appearance,  notwithstanding  millions  of  boxes  of  the 
various  proprietary  pills  have  been  sold  for  years  and  years,  and  thousands  of  pounds  ot  offici- 
nal and  semi-officinal  pills,  saying  nothing  about  the  mongrel  varieties  dispensed  over  the 
counters  of  pharmacists  and  from  the  offices  of  physicians  all  over  the  country.  Many  of  these 
pills,  both  proprietary  and  those  of  regular  pharmacy,  had  been  kept  on  hand  for  years  until, 
you  might  say,  they  have  almostgrown  grey  with  age  before  they  were  used,  yet^were  found  to 
have  retained  their  pristine  and  youthful  activity  and  energy,  and  no  sepulchral  voice  was  ever 
heard,  or  if  at  all,  very  rarely  against  their  efficiency. 

It  is  by  the  practical  experience  and  close  observation  in  the  sale  and  use  of  medicines  of 
this  kind  that  this  question  or  problem  of  solubility  or  insolubility  can  be  settled,  and  it  is  only 
upon  this  kind  of  testimony  that  any  man,  either  physician  or  pharmacist,  can  base  an  intelli- 
gent judgment,  and  not  upon  hypothesis  or  the  idle  speculations  of  theorists,  whose  opinions 
are  often  like  "airy  nothings." 

Even  the  coating  of  pills  with  silver  and  gold  leaf,  which  was  at  one  time  so  much  in 
vogue,  has  been  fonnd  by  experience  not  to  interfere  with  their  solubility.  Prof.  Parrish,  in 
his  "  Pharmacy,"  page  803,  1864,  remarks,  "  Since  the  issue  of  the  former  editioa  of  this  work, 
the  ancient  practice  of  coating  pills  with  silver  and  gold  leaf  has  been  revived."  Same  volume, 
page  803,  he  also  says,  "  The  former  belief  that  a  coating  with  metallic  leaf,  is  sufficient  to  hide 
the  taste  and  smell  of  the  pills,  would  interfere  with  their  solubility,  has  been  very  mucn  mo- 
dified by  recent  experience." 

We  want  for  testing  the  relative  solubility  of  sugar-coated  pills  or  of  any  other  kind  of 
pills  in  the  alimentary  canal,  not  test-tubes,  tumblers  or  other  utensils  and  artificial  gastric  juice, 
but  what  we  want  for  this  important  purpose  are  living  human  alimentary  canals.  The  pill 
which  may  be  most  solvable  in  artificial  mixtures  might  be  the  last  to  return  to  its  elementary 
condition  in  the  gastric  and  intestinal  fluids. 

This  question  is  strictly  within  the  domain  of  the  careful  and  intelligent  therapeutist  and 
the  close  observer  of  the  action  of  medicines  upon  the  human  organism ;  and  the  hospital,  dis- 
pensary and  the  private  practice  of  the  physician  are  fields  pregnant  with  opportunities  for 
experiment. 

The  action  of  the  various  secretions  of  the  alimentary  canal,  and  the  influences  that  are  at 
work  in  that  living  crucible,  are  in  a  great  measure  shrouded  in  doubt,  and  in  the  present  state 
of  science  inscrutable  to  man.  We  can  only  imperfectly  j  udge  of  their  action  by  certain  phe- 
nomena and  results. 

Besides,  the  materials  of  which  pills  are  usually  Composed,  will  much  more  quickly  dissolve 
or  liquify  in  the  fluids  of  the  alimentary  canal  than  will  ordinary  alimentary  substances.  In 
the  former  there  is  not  that  obstinate  cohesion  to  overcome  in  order  to  reduce  to  an  absorbable 
condition,  that  would  be  presented  by  the  muscular  fibre  and  vegetable  tissue  and  other  tough 
and  insoluble  parts  of  alimentary  substances.  Almost  any  pill-coating  or  pill-mass  will  dissolve 
and  readily  disintegrate  by  simple  maceration  for  a  few  hours  in  water  at  the  temperature  of 
100°,  with  occasional  agitation,  whereas  yoa  might  soak  a  piece  of  beefsteak  or  cabbage  for 
some  time  before  you  could  reduce  it  to  a  state  of  fluidity. 

There  is  still  another  very  important  circumstance  in  the  history  of  the  digestive  process, 
which  seems  to  have  been  overlooked,  or  its  importance  not  properly  estimated  in  the  con- 
sideration of  this  subject,  and  that  is  the  length  of  time  a  pill,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
would  be  likely  to  be  subjected  to  the  solvent  and  digestive  powers  of  the  fluids  of  the  alimen- 
tary canal  in  its  passage.  It  is  estimated  by  physiologists  that  alimentary  substances  average 
from  one  to  two  days  in  their  transit  along  the  intestinal  tube,  and  from  two  to  five  hours  or 
longer  are  spent  in  the  stomach.  This  slow  passage  and  long  maceration  in  the  corroding 
juices  of  the  canal  must  insure,  beyond  peradventure,  the  thorough  solution  of  any  pill-coating 
or  pill-mass,  unless  of  adamantine  hardness.  If  hyperaesthesia  of  the  intestinal  tube  or  other 
morbid  condition  should  exist  which  may  accelerate  peristaltic  movement,  of  course  a  more 
rapid  transit  would  be  likely  to  take  place.  But  again,  there  are  frequently  inactive  and  com- 
paratively stagnant  conditions  of  the  intestinal  canal,  in  which  a  pill  may  loiter  for  days  or 
even  longer. 

The  great  length  of  the  intestinal  tube,  which  is  about  six  times  the  length  of  the  entire 
body,  with  its  numerous  convolutions  and  varied  secretions,  is  wisely  provided  by  nature  to 
adapt  it  to  the  work  of  a  thorough  digestion  and  absorption  of  indigestible  alimentary  mat- 
ters, etc. 

Upon  inquiry  I  find  that  the  materials  most  generally  employed  by  sugar-coated  pill  ma- 
nufacturers for  making  their  coating,  is  sugar  and  starch,  only  a  few  add  a  trace  of  gum  Arabic. 
It  must  therefore  be  evident  to  every  intelligent  pharmacist  or  other  persons  having  a  know- 
ledge of  the  solvent  power  of  aqueous  fluids,  when  maintained  at  the  temperature  of  100°,  over 
any  mass  composed  of  such  materials,  that  even  the  simplest  maceration  of  a  pill  in  the  juices 
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of  the  intestiual  caual,  for  from  24  to  48  hours,  under  the  infllueace  of  the  constant  agitation 
of  peristaltic  action,  leaving  out  of  the  question  gastric  digestion,  would  be  sufficient  to  dissolve 
any  pill-coating  made  of  the  above  materials,  even  if  the  intestinal  iiaids  possessed  no  greater 
solvent  power  than  simple  water. 

Since  the  opposition  to  sugar-coated  pills  started,  several  manufacturers  of  gelatin- coated 
and  •'  compressed  "  pills  have  loomed  into  prominence.  The  chief  virtue  upon  which  these 
manufacturers  base  their  superiority  over  sugar-coated  pills,  and  ask  for  them  a  preference,  is 
their  asserted  greater  solubility,  and  it  is  this  assumed  merit  alone  which,  with  judicious  ad- 
vertising, has  secured  them  a  passport  to  a  certain  amount  of  favor  among  physicians. 

Now,  I  am  for  progress  always,  and  the  profession  will  find  me  an  ever  zealous  advocate  of 
any  change  in  the  form  of  any  remedy  that  will  augment  its  therapeutic  virtues  or  render  its 
administration  more  easy,  and  which  carries  with  it  real  improvement ;  but  to  introduce  a 
change  or  multiply  forms  simply  for  the  sake  of  novelty,  or  to  satisfy  whims  or  caprice,  which 
will  at  the  same  time  complicate  the  business  of  the  pharmacist  and  lead  to  confusion,  such  in- 
novations I  shall  ever  oppose  to  the  extent  of  my  feeble  influence. 

The  "  compressed  "  and  "  gelatin-coated  "  pills,  in  my  opinion,  are  simply  novelties,  and 
very  expensive  ones  at  that,  especially  the  former.  I  have  never  heard  complaints  urged  against 
the  oval  shape  of  the  gelatin-coated  pills,  which,  however,  1  deem  objectionable,  as  rendering 
them  difficult  to  swallow,  but  I  have  heard  customers  complain  of  the  flat  form  of  the  compress- 
ed pills,  rendering  them  more  difficult  to  swallow  than  that  of  the  round  sugar-coated  pills. 
Where  there  is  one  person  that  could  more  readily  swallow  a  flat  or  oval  body,  there  are  fifty 
who  would  prefer  to  swallow  a  round  one. 

As  the  compressed  or  gelatin-coated  pills  possess  no  real  therapeutic  superiority,  nor  any 
advantages  in  point  of  ease  of  administration  over  the  ordinary  sugar-coated  pills,  I  consider 
their  introduction  seriously  objectionable.  Such  innovations  only  tend  to  entail  greater  trouble 
and  annoyance  upon  both  the  physician  and  pharmacist,  complicate  the  business  of  the  latter 
and  led  to  confusion  with  the  former,  without  conferring  compensatory  advantages  upon  either. 
To  keep  a  full  stock  of  all  the  varieties  of  compressed  and  coated  pills  would  involve  an  amount 
of  capital  almost  equal  to  that  required  to  furnish  the  ordinary  stock  of  a,  small  retail  drug 
store. 

If  physicians  and  pharmacists  continue  to  give  their  sanction  and  encouragement  to  the 
popularization  of  every  new-fangled  novelty,  in  the  shape  of  anybody's  coated  pills,  there  is  no 
telling  where  this  thing  will  end.  They  will  be  likely  to  increase  and  multiply  at  infinitum, 
until  the  coated-pill  business  will  become  as  great  a  nuisance  and  as  troublesome  to  the  phar- 
macist, if  not  more  so,  than  the  "  Elixir  "  business  was,  which  some  members  of  our  profession 
complained  so  bitterly  of. 

If  these  pills  were  prescribed  by  the  generic  titles  of  "  compressed  "  or  "  gelatine-coated," 
without  the  name  of  any  particular  manufacturer  being  specified,  then  the  trouble  and  annoy- 
ance to  the  pharmacist  would  not  be  so  great.  Many  of  our  wholesale  manufacturers  of  phar- 
maceutical products  have  recently  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  both  compressed  and  gelatin- 
coated  pills,  and  as  many  more,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  soon  enter  these  "  Iresh  fields  and  pastures 
new,"  and  if  the  thing  takes,  there  is  no  telling  how  many  more  wiU  get  at  it.  And  all,  of 
course,  anxious  to  introduce  their  particular  make  of  pills,  will  flood  the  entire  domain  of  both 
physic  and  pharmacy  with  circulars  to  induce  physicians  to  prescribe  and  pharmacists  to  buy 
their  products.  So,  as  I  have  said,  if  we  are  to  keep  a  full  assortment  of  everybody's  make  of 
compressed  and  gelatin-coated  pills,  in  addition  to  our  regular  and  staple  sugar-coated  stock, 
what  are  we  to  do  ?  It  will  soon  be  necessary  for  us  to  not  only  increase  our  capital  stock,  but 
also  to  enlarge  our  places  of  business  to  afford  increased  accommodations  for  their  storage. 

I  have,  in  common,  no  doubt,  with  many  others  of  my  brethren,  already  experienced  a  fore- 
taste  of  the  inconvenience  and  trouble  that  the  advent  ot  these  new  varieties  of  pills  are  likely 
to  cause.  Every  once  in  a  while  we  receive  a  prescription  for  somebody's  compressed  or  gela- 
tin-coated pills,  which  perhaps  are  for  some  impecunious  individual  who  possibly  has  hardly  the 
means  to  buy  bread,  and  we  are  compelled  to  send  out  to  some  remote  pharmacist,  whose  pecu- 
liar location  gives  him  sufficient  demand  for  these  sporadic  pharmacals  to  warrant  him  keeping 
a  stock  of  them  on  hand.  We  there  procure  these  pills,  and  pay  so  high  a  price  for  them  that 
we  are  obliged,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  to  charge  almost  the  same  price  for  them  without  any 
compensation  for  our  trouble  and  annoyance.  For  if  we  were  to  charge  a  reasonable  profit,  our 
customer  would  accuse  us  of  extortion,  while  the  physician  would  come  in  for  his  share  of  cen- 
sure for  prescribing  such  high-priced  remedies.  'Thus,  the  price  alone  I  consider  a  very  serious 
objection  to  these  pills. 

The  gelatin-coated  pills,  although  somewhat  higher  priced  than  the  sugar-coated,  yet  are 
much  more  reasonable  than  the  compressed. 

Now,  if  there  was  any  earthly  advantage  therapeutically  in  these  pills  over  the 
sugar-coated  ones,  there  would  then  be  something  to  justify  the  physician  in  prescribing  them  ; 
but  it  will  require  some  stronger  evidence  to  convince  me  of  their  superiority  than  the  mere 
asseveration  of  their  patentees  or  manufacturers.  We  want,  in  my  opinion,  no  better  pill  than 
the  sugar-coated,  when  it  is  properly  made.  Sugar-coating,  when  well  done,  is  the  very  acme 
of  elegance  of  all  forms  of  coating. 

So  far  as  the  sugar-coating  of  pills  is  concerned,  I  believe  that  all  of  our  more  reputable 
manufacturers  vie  with  each  other  in  the  beauty,  elegance  and  perfection  of  their  coating,  and 
also  pay  due  regard  to  the  solubility.  This  they  would  do  for  the  sake  of  their  own  reputations 
and  for  the  popularity  of  their  products.  There  are,  1  have  no  doubt,  some  who  might  not  be 
over-conscientious  about  substituting  cinchonia  for  quinia  or  podophyllin  for  extract  of  jalap,  in 
the  pill  mass,  and  who  would  not  deign  to  spoil  the  coating  for  the  sake  of  saving  a  few  cents. 
This  would  be  too  like  "  spoiling  the  ship  for  a  shilling's  worth  of  tar." 
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I  have  no  fear  myself  of  the  solubility  of  pills  in  the  alimentary  canal,  whether  they  be 
coated  with  sugar  or  grelatin  or  compressed.  What  I  would  dread  more  than  anything  else  in 
ready-made  pills  would  be  the  deception  and  fraud  which  might  be  practised  by  dishonest  ma- 
nufacturers in  the  selection  and  proportioument  of  the  ingredients.  Although,  I  must  confess, 
that  I  have  much  faith  in  the  probity  and  conscientiousness  of  most  manufacturers,  and  believe 
the  sugar-coated  pills  of  our  leading  houses  to  be  about  as  reliable  as  any  other  class  of  phar- 
maceuticals which  we  buy  ready-made,  and  which  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  quality, 
of  by  convenient  and  reliable  tests.  We,  of  course,  with  sugar-coated  pills,  as  with  extracts, 
fluid  extracts,  powders,  etc.,  have  to  rely  upon  the  honesty  of  the  manufacturers  for  their  pu- 
rity and  proper  proportions  of  the  materials  used  in  their  fabrication,  and  the  care  and  skill  em- 
ployed in  their  production. 

Before  quitting  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  address  a  word  or  oflFer  a 
few  suggestions  to  the  manufacturers  of  sugar-coated  pills,  although  what  I  may  offer  may  not 
be  new  to  many. 

In  coating  pills  of  asafoetida,  iodide  and  protocarbonate  of  iron,  or  those  containing  cam- 
phor, myrrh,  phosphorus  or  any  of  the  volatile  oils,  or  in  fact,  any  volatile  or  readily  oxidizable 
substance,  the  greatest  care  should  be  exercised  to  avoid  exposure  to  too  high  a  temperature. 
The  desiccation  should,  I  think,  be  conducted  in  a  dry  atmosphere,  at  the  ordinary  temperature. 
This  would  involve  a  longer  exposure,  but  it  would  entail  less  risk  of  partial  decomposition  or 
volatilization  of  the  active  ingredients.  And  in  all  pills  containing  such  or  similar  substaUices, 
would  it  not  be  well  to  first  give  them  a  coat  of  tolu  before  that  of  sugar  is  applied  ?  Would 
not  such  a  plan  aid  very  greatly  in  preserving  such  pills  from  change  or  loss  of  activity  when 
long  kept  ?  With  the  fear  of  that  awful  "  bug-bear  "  of  insolubity  before  their  eyes,  sugar-coated 
pill  manufacturers  often  commit  the  error  of  coating  their  pills  before  they  are  properly  dried. 
In  consequence  of  this,  the  moisture  often  soaks  through  the  coating,  the  pills  become  discolor- 
ed, often  taste  of  the  ingredients  and  are  unfit  for  sale.  All  pills  should  of  course  be  dried  with 
care,  preparatory  to  coating,  but  unless  they  contain  any  volatile  or  oxizidable  substances,  rapid 
drying  to  the  proper  condition  for  coating  can  do  them  no  possible  injury. 

The  object  of  this  paper  is  to  show  the  injustice  and  to  demonstrate  the  utter  fallacy  of  the 
tirade  against  sugar-coated  pills. 

In  order  to  convince  my  readers  of  the  sincerity  of  what  I  have  said,  and  to  attest  my  faith 
in  the  powers  of  the  human  alimentary  canal  to  dissolve  any  properly  made  sugar-coated  pill,  I 
make  the  followiag  offer  :  I  will  present  to  any  chemist,  physician  or  pharmacist  in  the  United 
States,  as  a  reward  of  merit,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars,  who  will  manufacture  a  pill-coating 
from  the  same  kind  of  materials,  and  in  the  same  proportions,  and  by  the  same  process  usually 
adopted  by  our  best  manufacturers  of  sugar-coated  pills,  which  will  render  a  sixth,  quarter  and 
half  grain  morphia  pill,  or  the  officinal  compound  cathartic  pill,  insoluble  and  inactive,  and  fail 
of  producing  their  characteristic  therapeutic  effects  when  properly  administered,  under  an^ 
physological  conditions  of  the  system  or  alimentary  canal  in  which  these  same  kinds  of  pills  wUl 
display  their  usual  medicinal  effects  when  freshly  made  and  uncoated. 

I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  in  writing  this  paper  I  have  "  no  friends  to  reward  nor  ene- 
mies to  punish"  ;  I  merely  write  in  the  interest  of  science,  my  profession  and  for  the  welfare  of 
the  sick.  In  writing  upon  such  an  important  subject,  I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me,  as  it  bhould 
be  upon  any  one,  to  speak  the  truth  and  give  expression  to  my  honest  convictions,  "  hew  to  the 
line,  let  the  chips  fly  where  they  will." 

I  have  given  this  subject  much  thought  and  careful  consideration,  and  have  treated  it  in 
this  minute  and  thorough,  and,  I  hope,  impartial  manner  which  its  importance  demands  ;  and 
should  I  have,  inadvertently,  made  any  erroneous  statement.  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  have  any 
physician  or  pharmacist  who  may  be  more  enlightened  upon  the  subject  than  myself,  to  correct 
me. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  February,  1877. 


(ENOTHERA  BIENNIS. 


The  following  is  a  condensed  summary  from  an  article  by  Prof.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  in 
the  American  Practitioner  for  January  1877.  The  professor  has  employed  this  remedy  success- 
fully in  more  than  twenty  cases  of  asthma,  associated  with  gastric  irritability.  He  says  that 
from  his  own  cliwical  observations  he  regards  it  as  a  mild,  but  efficient,  sedative  to  nervous  sen- 
sibility, acting  more  especially  upon  the  pneumogastric  nerve.  Hence  its  adaptation  to  the 
treatment  of  such  cases  of  respiratory  or  gastric  trouble  as  involve  a  morbid  sensitiveness  either 
in  the  laryngeal,  pulmonary  or  gastric  bronches  of  that  nerve,  whether  of  an  acute  or  chronic 
character.  It  is  certainly  worthy  of  further  trial  in  the  treatment  of  such  affections  as  whoop- 
ing-cough, spasmodic  asthma,  and  certain  morbidly  sensitive  conditions  of  the  stomach,  interfer- 
ing with  a  healthy  digestion.  It  may  be  used  in  the  form  of  an  infusion,  or  fluid  extract.  The 
dose  of  the  former  being  from  one  to  two  tablespoonful  ;  of  the  latter,  twenty  to  thirty  minims, 
every  three,  four  or  six  hours,  as  the  case  may  require. 
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NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 

Dr.  J, — Indianapolis. 

The  best  vehicle  for  the  administration  of  Fl.  Ext.  Grindelia  Robusta,  for  the  purpose 
of  disguising  its  disagreeable  flavor,  is  Elixir  Licorice  Aromatic.  This  preparation  is  equally 
efficacious  for  the  exhibition  of  other  bad  tasting  fluid  extracts  and  tinctures,  as  well  as  salts. 
J.  H.  K.,  Chicago. 

Fluid  Extracts  precipitate  when  combined  in  prescriptions  with  other  preparations  of 
weaker  alcoholic  strength,  because  of  the  large  proportion  of  medicinal  principles  (resins, 
oils,  alkaloids,  etc.)  held  in  solution  by  the  strong  menstruum  of  the  fluid  ;  extracts,  which 
are  precipitated  when  the  solubility  is  decreased  by  mixture  with  the  weaker  preparations. 
Resinous  fluid  extracts  may  be  combined  with  syrups,   making  clear  preparations  by  the 
use  of  liq.  potass.     We  suggest  the  lollowing  as  a  formula  for  Syrup  Yerba  Santa : 
IJ  Fluid  Extract  Yerba  Santa,  2  fluid  drachms. 
Liquor  Potass,  i. fluid  drachm. 
Simple  Syrup,  2  fluid  ounces. 
Rub  the  fluid  extract  and  liquor  potass  together  in  a  mortar,  and  gradually  add  the  syrup. 
A  Doctor  writes  us  asking  for  a  pleasant  way  for  the  administration  of  salicylic  acid. 

In  the  sugar-coated  pill  form,  elixir,  or  lozenge  it  would  be  as  acceptable  to  the  stomach 
as  any  form  in  which  it  could  be  given.  In  the  lozenge  it  is  triturated  with  so  much  sugar 
as  to  render  it  as  little  irritating  to  the  stomach  as  possible,  being  in  the  proportion  of  from 
1-10  to  1-20  of  the  whole  lozenge,  by  weight. 


SUBSTITUTES  FOR  QUININE, 

FOR  THE  TREATMENT  OF   MALARIAL  DISEASES. 


Dr.  Warbvirg's  Tincture. 

A  celibrated  remedy  for  malarial  fevers,  used  with  marlced  success  in  Southern  India  by  the  leading  surgeons 
of  the  British  army.    Where  quinine  proved  ineffectual,  this  preparation  vfonld  frequently  be  succeesfiiT. 

Fluid  Extract  JEucalyptus  Globulus. 

This  remedy  has  earned  a  world-wide  reputation  as  a  febrifuge,  and  will  be  found,  by  impartial  trial,  a  sub- 
stitute for  quinine  in  many  complaints.    Since  we  first  introduced  this  drug  to  the  profession  in  the  form  of  the 
Fluid  Extract,  we  have  had  nuinerons  reports  of  its  efficacy  in  malarial  diseases.     It  is  also  of  marked  value  in 
bronchitis,  and  as  a  wash  for  fetid  ulcers,  purulent  catarrhal  affections  of  the  urethra  and  vagina,  etc. 
Fluid  Extract  Gelsemium — (prepared  from  the  green  root.) 

This  remedy  is  consideied  by  many  practitioners  to  be  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  our  list  of  indigenous  plants 
for  the  treatment  of  all  fevers,  except  the  congestive  form.  Possessing  great  iDfluence  over  the  nervous  system, 
it  quickly  overcomes  nervous  irritability,  promoting  perspiration,  and  rest.  Combined  with  fluid  ext.  iJucalyptus 
Globulus  in  the  treatment  of  intermittents,  it  will  be  found  effectual  in  many  cases  both  as  a  remedy  and  prophy- 
lactic. 

Fluid  Extract  Grindelia  Squarrosa.— OflFered  to  the  profession,  for  the   first  time,  by 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. — entirely  new  in  this  form. 

Highly  recommended  as  a  remedy  and  preventative  of  malarial  diseases,  and  as  a  reliable  remedy  in  enlarged 
spleen.  Used  in  conjunction  with  aconite  and  yerba  santa  to  cure  irritable  coughs.  As  a  substitute  for  hjroscia- 
mus  and  valerian  in  nervous  excitement,  it  is  of  great  value.    Having  a  peculiar  action  on  the  optic  nerve,  it  may 

Srove  efficacious  in  many  affections  of  the  eye. 
("Iviid  Extract  Achillea  Millefolium. 

This  drug  has  been  employed  with  great  advantage  in  the  treatment  of  Intermittent  fevers  in  this  vicinity. 
M.  Richards,  of  Soissone,  also  highly  recommends  it  in  low  forms  of  exanthema  tons  fever  with  difficult  eruption. 
Useful  also  in  colic,  painful  menstruation  and  infantile  convulsions. 

Flui(i  Extract  Sabbatia  Angxilaris. 

Used  both  as  a  prophylactic  ard  remedy  Jor  autumnal  remittent  and  intermittent  fevers.     Has  been  found  a 
valuable  substitute  for  cinchona  bark  in  cases  where  the  latter  has  failed.  Useful  also  in  convalescence  from  fever 
and  as  a  bitter  tonic  in  dyspepsia. 
Calisaya  Alkaloids  Combined,  Sugar  coated  Pills. 

Quinia  Buiph.,  )4  gr.  Quinidia  Sulph.,  U  gr. 

Cinchonia  Sulph.,  }i  gr.        Cinchonidia  Sulpn.,  ^  gr. 
Chinoidine  Pills,  Sugar-coated. 

Two  sizes,  1  and  2  grains  each. 

Chinoidine  Compound  Pills,  Sugar-coated. 

I  Chinoidine,  3  grains. 
<  Sulph.  Iron  Ex.,  1  gr. 
I  Piperine,  }4  gr. 
Cinchonia  Sulphate  Pills,  Sugar-coated. 

Two  sizes,  1J<  and  3  grains. 
Cinchonidla  Sulphate  Pills,  Sugar  coated. 
Three  sizes,  1,  2  and  3  grains  each. 

Picrate  (Carbazotate)  of  Ammonium  Pills.    (Sugar  cured.) 

Four  sizes  ot  the  above  pills  are  manufactured  by  wa—%  gr.,  K  gr-,  K  gr-  and  1  g""- 

Cabbazotate  of  Ammonia  as  a  Substitute  for  Sulphate  of  Quinia.— In  a  recent  communication  to 
the  Societe  Therapeutique  de  Paris,  Dr.  Dajardin-Beaumetz  investigated  the  character,  properties,  and  uses  of 
Carbazotate  of  Ammonia  (combination  of  Ammonia  with  Carbazotic,  Picric,  and  Trinitrophenic  Acid),  especially 
as  a  therapeutic  successor  to  Sulphate  of  Quinine.  After  relating  the  successful  employment  of  this  salt  in  inter- 
mittent fever  by  Braconnot,  Calvert,  Aspland,  Bell,  Chazereau  dcsThureaux,  Manopa,  etc.,  Br.  Beaumetz  gave 
the  results  of  six  cases  treated  by  himself,  and  of  various  experiments  carried  on  upon  animals  and  man.  Like 
Quinine,  Carbazote  of  Ammonia  diminishes  the  strength  of  the  pulse,  and  brings  on  heaviness,  cephalalgio,  and 
even  delirium,  and  is  eliminated  by  the  kidneys. 

Quinidia  Sulphate  Pills,  Sugar-coated. 

Three  sizes,  1,  2  and  3  grains  each. 
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Vol.  y  Detroit,  July  15,  1877.  No.  3. 

We  coKDiAiiLY  INVITE  PHYSICIANS  to  send  US,  for  publication,  their  written  experience 
with  any  ot  the  new  remedies  alluded  to  in  our  columns,  or  upon  kindred  subjects.  When 
merely  commentary  on  a  remedy  already  fully  described  by  us,  write  briefly  and  to  the 
point,  covering  but  one  i)age  of  note  paper,  or  two  pages  if  the  case  reported  is  \inusually 
interesting.  If,  however,  you  have  a  new  subject  to  write  upon,  we  shall  be  glad  to  offer 
satisfactory  space.  ' 

This  month  we  present  our  readers  with  the  entirely  new  remedy,  Berberis  Aqui^" , 
folium,  a  native  of  California.  For  the  introduction  to  this  new  comer  we  are  under  obliga^v 
tions  to  our  friend  Dr.  Bundy,  who  is  an  indefatigable  worker,  and  to  whom  we  are  in- 
debted for  Yerba  Santa,  Grindelia  Squarrosa,  etc.  If  future  experience  confirms  the  assei- 
tions  of  the  Doctor — and  from  our  personal  acquaintance  with  him  we  doubt  not  it  will — 
Berberis  Aquifolium  will  prove  an  invaluable  agent  in  the  hands  of  the  profession,  against 
that  dread  malady  syphilis. 

We  still  extend  to  Physicians  our  eflfer  "  to  mail  the  remaining  numbers  of  New 
Preparations  for  1877  gratuitously  to  any  one  ordering  them."  Send  the  name  of  one 
or  more  of  your  medical  friends  if  you  choose.  It  seems  singular  tliat,  in  spite  of  our  pre- 
vious cautiohs  in  this  respect,  subscribers  frequently  write  their  address  so  indistinctly  as 
to  render  it  illegible.  We  have  had  several  communications,  in  which  we  find  one  or  more 
"  uncertain  "  features,  i.  e. :  Town  not  given — State  not  given — No  signature — Signature ' 
iUegihle —  W?u)le  letter  illegible.  If  any  of  our  friends  receive  no  attention  to  their  sub- 
scriptions, they  will  now  have  a  reason  therefor. 

Moral — Physicians  subscribing  should  take  care  to  write  their  address  plainly,  or, 
what  is  better,  enclose  a  printed  card,  letter-head  or  label. 

Back  Numbers  will  be  sent  to  any  Physician  who  will  send  U6  his  address,  and  enclose 
ten  cents  in  stamps. 

Correction.    In  our  last  we  credited,  inadvertently,  the  remarks  on  Cinchonidise  sulph., 
as  taken  from  the  transactions  ot  the  Kentucky  State  Medical  Society*  to  Dr.  Larabee.  It  should,ti 
have  been  credited  to  Dr.  D.  Johnston,  of  Westport,  Ky. 


A  WORD  OF  CAUTION. 


The  laudable  desire  evinced  of  late  by  the  profession  to  test  the  merits  of  the  recently 
introduced  new  remedies,  when  the  same  are  "properly  vouched  for,"  has  created  a  rapidly, 
increasing  demand  for  what  are  at  present  comparatively  rare  drugs.  *" 

Many  of  these  agents  are  brought  from  a  great  distance,  and  depend  for  their  charac- 
teristic properties  on  a  particular  species,  gathered  with  care  in  the  proper  season,  and 
properly  cured. 

Several  communications  from  correspondents,  relative  to  the  unsatisfactory  use  of  cer- 
tain new  remedies,  have  lead  us  to  investigate  the  causes  therefor,  which  has  resulted  in 
convinci»g  us,  that  a  system  of  fraud;^ha»  been  practiced  by  certain  deS'lers  m  palming  oflf 
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on  physicians  preparations,  which  evidently  were  not  what  they  purported  to  be.  In  charity 
we  hope  this  sophistication  may  be  the  result  of  ignorance  rather  than  intention,  and  in  sup- 
port of  this  view  of  the  case  we  will  state  that  we  have  seen  several  radically  diflferent 
varieties  each  of  Grindelia  Eobusta,  Grindelia  Squarrosa,  Damiana,  Kava-Kava,  and  others. 
Dr.  BuNDY  writes  us  under  date  of  the  18th  of  May  : 

"  From  specimens  sent  me  for  examination,  I  learn  that  certain  drug  houses  in  San 
Francisco  are  shipping  plants  resembling  the  Grindelias  Squarrosa  and  Robusta,  (among 
which  I  note  the  "  tar  weed,")  for  the  above  named  drugs.  From  the  States  also,  my  medi- 
cal correspondents  have  submitted  specioiens,  many  of  which  were  fictitious.  One  pack- 
age labelled  G.  Squarrosa  proved,  on  examination,  to  be  G.  '  Robusta,'  another  proved  to 
be  the  Helianthus." 

Again  from  Dr.  Buudy's  article  ou  Grindelia  Sqarrosa  in  this  number  we  quote  : 
"  I  am  sorry  to  state  that  there  has  been  some  confusion  regarding  it,  on  account  of  the 
Griftdelias  having  been  termed  tarweeds,  and  on  this  account  many  have  sent  the  real  tarweeds 
instead  of  the  Grindelia,  and  parties  unacquainted  with  either,   used  the  Hemizonias,  and 
supposed  they  were  using  Grindelia.    Now,  the  Hemizonias  constitute  the  family  oi tarweeds, 
numbering  about  nineteen  species,  and  all  Califoniian.      This  family  belongs  to  the  natural 
order  Compositae.  are  mostly  glandular  and  viscid,  and  heavy  scented,   in  fact,  much  more 
so  than  the  Grindelias,  the  latter  being  more  or  less  gummy  and  resinous.  So  far  as  I  know, 
the  Hemizonias  have  never  been  tested  to  obtain  their  real  or  specific  value  as  remedies,  and 
while  alluding  to  the  family  I  will  here  state  that  in  them  there  must  be  some  very  power- 
ful properties,  and  valuable  too,  and  if  no  one  in  the  near  future  sees  fit  to  test  them,  your 
humble  servant  will,  and  all  that  is  found  valuable  in  them  to  the  medical  profession,  shall 
be  made  known  to  them.     Partlon  any  digression  I-may  have  made  from  the  subject  of  the 
Grindelia,  for  I  deem  it  necessary  for  all  to  understand  the  condition  of  affairs,   and  that 
such  things  may  get  mixed,  even  in  the  Grindelias  themselves,  for  that  is  ».  genera  of  seven 
species,  and  requires  great  care  that  we  become   well   acquainted   with  the  individual  species 
while  gathering  Jor  medicinal  purposes.'''' 

Then,  too,  we  find  certain  manufocturing  houses  advertising  the  Grindelia  Squarrosa  as 
"a  remedy  for  asthma,^''  having  perhaps  assumed  that  this  plant  was  identical  with  the  G. 
Robusta.  Fluid  extracts  of  the  latter  drug  having  proved  inert,  and  submitted  to  us  for 
examination,  have  proved  so  entirely  different  to  the  same  preparation  of  the  genuine  drug, 
as  to  warrant  the  supposition  that  the  proper  variety  of  the  plant  had  not  been  used. 

ji-  To  illustrate  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  true  Damiana  ;we  quote  from  the  Amer,^  Journal 
Pharmacy  (Phila.) :  ,, 

'■'■Damiana. — The  three  varieties  of  Damiana  ("  Araer.,  Jour.  Pharm.,"  18G5,  p.  518) 
have  been  examined,  as  to  their  botanical  origin,  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes.  That  of  Hehvick 
and  Co.  comes  from  a  plant  ot  the  genus  Turnera,  nat.  order  Turneracece,  allied  to  Turnera 
microphylla,  D.  C.  The  San  Francisco  damiana  appears  to  be  a  hairy  variety  of  the  same 
plant,  and  has  a  taste  recalling  that  of  confection  of  senna  (not  sage-like  as  stated  on  page 
519  of  last  volume).  The  third  kind  of  damiana  is  the  Aplopappus  (now  caUed  Haplopajipvs) 
discoideus,  D.  C,  the  leaves  of  which  taste  like  sage. — Phar.  Jour,  and  Trans.,  Jan.  22, 1876. 
Dr.  J.  T.  Rothrock,  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  publishes  a  paper  on  the  last  mentioned  variety 
of  damiana  in  the  "  Phila.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter,"  March  4.  He  arrived  dt  the  same 
conclusion,  and  gives  the  following  synonyms  for  the  plant :  Linosyis  m&vicana,  Schlechten- 
dal ;  Baccharis  veneta,  Humboldt,  Bonpland  and  Kuntli,  and  Bigelovia  veneta.  Gray.  It  is 
a  common  plant  in  Mexico,  and  another  closely  allied  species,  which  by  some  is  considered 
identical  with  the  preceding  Biyelovia  Memiesii,  Grayy  is  found  in  CuUfornia  and  Arizona. 
Prof.  Gray  has  confirmed  these  conclusions."  '  i-"  ,.» ->  o  'i  i^  ..rr.^f".^: 

This  state  of  affairs  is  to  be  regretted  as  calculated  to  create  want  of  confidence  in  the 
merits  of  valuable  medicinal  agents,  and  seems  to  be  the- result  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  manufacturers  referred  to,  to  reap  the  returns  from  the  enterprise  of  the  house  who  has 
incurred  much  time  and  expense  in  ihQint/i'oduction  of  the  genuine  articles.  In  conclusion 
we  advise  our  readers  to  .ensure  the  genuineness  of  the  new  remedies  they  may  prescribe, 
by  specifying  the  preparations  of  such -houses  as  have  earned  the  confidence  of  the  pro- 
fession in  the  past,  and  carefully  avoiding  the  preparations  which  are  offered  at  unreason- 
able low  prices. 

ABSORBTION  OP  MEDICINES. 

By  C.  Henki  Lbonabd,  M.  D. 
To  get  a  beneficial  effect  of  a  remedy  it  must  be  readily  assimilated.    Many  physicians  seem 
to  have  lost  sight  of  this  when  making  their  prescriptions  for  certain  classes  of  patients.    I  have 
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tepeatedly  known  the  metallic  iron  to>  have  been  ordered  tor  a  patient  with  a  weak  and  non- 
digesting  stomach  as  a  tonic,  when  the  result  was  only,  could  only  have  been,  detrimental  to  the 
case.  Think  ot  giving  Quevenne's  iron  in  halt-teaspooful  doses  to  a  stomach  that  can  hardly  digest 
a  Boston  cracker !  Yet  it  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  this  is  often-times  so  done.  It  need  not  ne- 
cessarily be  a  case  ot  dyspepsia  whe"e  errors  are  thus  otten  made  in  not  ordering  easily  assimilated 
remedies.  In  many  p  jases  of  acute  diseases  the  stomach  is  over-taxed  and  incapable  of  a  proper 
performance  ot  its  function — yet  dyspepsia  may  not  necessarily  be  present — and  pills  and  powders 
are  fed  to  it  in  the  vain  hope  of  overcotuing  the  malady  that  prays  upon  the  system.  Serious 
errors  are,  to  our  knowledge,  olten  made  upon  this  point,  for  the  want  of  proper  consideration 
on  the  part  ot  the  presciiber.  As  a  notable  instance,  how  often  do  we  see  pills  of  quinine  pre- 
scribed in  congestive  chills,  or  in  our  bad  cases  of  agues,  when  it  is  so  common  tor  the  stomach  to 
be  deprived  of  its  proper  digesive  fluids,  either  through  nervous  depression,  at  the  onset  of  the 
malady,  or  the  draining  of  the  system  ot  its  watery  element  through  exhaustive  sweating  or  vo- 
miting. As  a  rule,  pills,  sugar-coated,  gelatine-coated  or  uncoated,  are  out  of  place  in  such  cases. 
Something  rft>cc%  assimilatable  is  what  is  demanded  instead  ot  them. 

A  notable  case  in  point  is  one  given  by  Prof.  Compton,  ot  Indiana,  in  a  paper  recently  read 
(upon  a  similar  topic  as  this  on  which  we  are  writing)  before  the  Tri-States  Medical  Society.  He 
Bays:  '.,',""' 

"  On  the  5th  day  of  August,  1874,  a  very  estimable  lady  ot  my  acquaintance  was  attacked 
with  a  malarial  chill  and  fever,  accompanied  by  one  of  those  profuse  colliquative  sweats,  and  al- 
though a  lady  of  small  stature,  the  perspiration  not  only  saturated  the  cloih  ng  she  had  on  and 
the  bed  clothing,  but  actually  ran  through  the  mattress.  She  immediately  sent  a  messenger  fof 
the  most  prominent  jihysician  m  the  city  to  visit  and  prescribe  for  her. 

He  was  a  man  '  ripe  in  years  and  full  of  honors,"  having  a  larger  practice  than  any  other 
physician  in  the  city  and  enjoying  Ih-t  fullest  confidence  not  only  ot  the  community  but  that  of 
nis  fellow-practitioners  also  ;  a  man  who  gave  more  hours  to  the  study  and  practice  of  medicine 
than  any  one  I  ever  saw  ;  a  thoroughly  educated  physician,  who  loved  his  profession  and  gave  it 
his  undivided  time;  an  untiring  student,  he  kept  fully  up  with  all  the  improvements  in  medical 
science,  and  was  at  the  time  professor  ol  theory  and  practice  in  ajnedical  college.-  His  presciip- 
tion  was  .       ,  •  v;  i;  i, 

IJ    Quinise  sulphatis,  3ii;  Oil  sassafras,  gtts.  x  ; 

ftJorph.  sulphatis,  grs.  i ;  Ft.  Pill.   No.  xx;   and  the  patient  directed 

to  take  one  pill  every  three  hours. 

The  directions  were  followed  during  Wednesday,  Thureday,  Friday  and  Saturday,  until  the 
early  part  of  the  night  when  she  had  another  chill;  she  had  taken  in  all  foity-eight  grains  ot 
quinia  ;  the  prescription  having  been  renewed,  she  discontiued  the  remedy.  On  >UDday  morning 
her  stomach  became  nauseated  ;  she  vomited  veiy  hard  and  threw  up  twenty-lour  oi  the  pills  she 
had  been  taking  through  all  lhe.=e  fiv^  days  as  whole  and  perfect  as  when  swallowed.  This  com- 
bination of  pills,  it  would  appear,  was  not  unusually  insoluble,  but  the  protuse  perspiration  had 
carried  off  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  fluids  of  the  body,  and  the  absorbents  being  active  in  their 
etlorts  to  supply  the  waste,  not  a  suffic  ent  amount  of  fluids  was  left  in  the  stomach  to  dissolve 
the  pills.  A  fluid  medicine  in  this  case  would  undoubtedly  have  been  readily  absorbed  and  half 
the  amount  been  sufficient  to  arrest  the  intermittent." 

Suppose  a  convalescence  from  fever  just  setting  in ;  how  often  A  pilular  tonic  is  forced  upoA 
the  weakened  stomach  for  its  diiiestion.  Why  not — it  is  just  about  as  sensible — order  hard-boiled 
eggs,  fned  pork,  or  ham,  fruit  cake,  or  other  similar  indigestible  foods,  instead  of  brofh,  teas, 
gruels,  jucy  beafsteak,  &c.,  as  diet?  If  it  is  a  point  in  favor  of  the  patient  in  selecting  easy  as- 
similated articles  in  the  one  case,  why  not  in  the  other?  Consistency  is  a  jewel  (although  often  a 
lost  one)  even  in  prescription  writing. 

What  is  the  use  of  progressive  pharmacy  if  we  will  not  accept  the  many  advantages  it 
offers  us  over  those  held  out  to  our  predecessors  ?  Our  manufacturers  are  striving  to  make  medi- 
cation as  palatable  and  assimilatable  as  possible,  yet  we  do  not  seem  to  keep  pace  with  them.  It 
has  been  a  number  of  years  since 
Fluid  Extracts 

were  given  us,  yet  they  are  not  used  as  they  might  be,  although  in  pomt  of  fact  they  are  our 
most  reliable,  effective,  and,  when  combined  with  suitable  aromatics,  least  nauseous  remedies ; 
the  latter,  because  the  dose  is  so  small  and  concentrated  that  the  laste  is  easily  covered.  The 
ease  of  their  adminisfralion  and  their  regularity  of  strength  should  make  them  the  general 
favorite  of  the  prescriber.  They  are  all  made  of  an  equal  strength,  m  nim  to  the  grain  ;  (hat 
is,  one  minim  of  the  fluid  extract  equals  the  strength  of  a  grain  of  the  drug,  hence  the  dose  is 
easily  remembered,  and  the  various  combinations  of  amount  in  different  prescriptions  easily 
made.  Why,  then,  persist,  as  many  do,'  in  the  administration  of  the  crude,  powdered  drug  ?  It 
is  also  easy  to  remember  that  licorice  covers  taste  of  most  bitters,  and  the  fluid  extract  of  this 
combined  with  some  of  the  aromatios,  or  aromatic  elixirs,  or,  (as  Perils,  Davis  &  Co.  hava  them 
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both  combined  into  one  preparation,  the  eliavr  licorice  a/romatic,)  gives  you  at  bnc6  a  palatable 
and  potent  remedy  whose  dose  is  definite  and  easily  modified  as  the  effects  wished  tor  are  pro- 
duced. To  some  practitioners,  however,  the  argument  of  impracticability  is  a  strong  one,  as  it  is 
hard  to  carry  around  about  one's  pei-son,  buggy,  or  saddle-bags,  bottles  filled  with  fluids,  without 
great  loss  from  breakage.  To  such,  the 
Sugar-coated  Pilular 

tbrm  ot  medicine  will  ■  be  more  acceptable.  Of  course,  the  evils  we  have 
pointed  out  in  the  administration  of  pills,  are  equally  as  potent  agamst  the  extemporaneous 
pill  as  the  suear-coated  one.  The  conscientious  practitioner  should  be  zealous  to  protect  his 
patient  from  uaassimilatable  medicine,  and  no  mercenary  motives  will  tempt  him  to  do  other- 
wise. Carelessness  can  only  be  ascribed  to  him  when  he  allows  himself  to  afflict  a  dvspetic  or 
weak  stomach  with  pills  sugar-coated,  or  uncoated ;  for  not  only  wiU  he  avoid,  by  so  doing,  the 
danger  of  delay  in  convalescence,  but  also  the  danger  of  poisioning  his  patient  from  a  cumula- 
tive dose  of  some  potent  remedy.  A  good  case  of  this,  in  point,  is  also  given  by  Prop.  Comp- 
TON  in  his  paper  before  referred  to.    He  says : 

"  A  few  years  ago  I  had  a  patient  for  whom  I  prescribed  a  favorite  tonic  and  blood-making 
pill,  composed  ot  quinia,  iron  by  hydrogen,  arsemous  acid  and  strychnia.  One  pill  to  be  taken 
three  times  per  day.  The  nurse  who  had  charge  of  my  patient  was  an  exceedingly  careful  one 
and  minuteJy  inspected  each  evacuation.  In  one  ot  these  she  discovered  near  a  dozen  spherical 
bodies  resembling  bullets.  Not  suspecting  they  were  the  pills  my  patient  had  been  takmg  for 
four  or  five  days,  she  washed  them  and  put  them  away  to  show  to  me  on  my  next  visit.  On  ex- 
ammation  they  proved  to  be  the  identical  pills  1  had  so  much  relied  on  to  enrich  my  patient's 
impoverished  blood  and  improve  his  general  health. 

Then  I  discovered  that  all  this  time,  by  the  digestive  fluids  taihng  to  dissolve  the  pills,  my 
patient  had  been  deprived  of  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  a  needed  medicine.  Had  I  pre- 
scribed, instead  of  the  pills,  the  elixir  of  the  phosphate  of  iron,  quinia  and  strychnia,  and  added 
the  arsenic  in  solution,  no  such  failure  would  have  occured. 

Besides  all  this,  he  had  been  taking  two  remedies  which  in  larger  doses  would  have  been 
poisonous.  We  will  suppose  that  those  pills  had  remained  in  the  stomach  or  intestines  until 
they  had  accumulated  to  the  number  that  were  voided  at  one  time,  and  by  some  process  a  suffl* 
cient  amount  of  solvent  fluid  had  been  secreted  or  come  in  contact  with  that  number  of  pills 
and  dissolved  them  at  once,  the  patient  would  have  been  poisoned,  and  the  natural  inference 
would  have  been  that  the  twentieth  of  a  grain  of  arsenic  and  the  same  amount  of  strychnia  had 
poisoned  him,  and  thereby  the  false  premises  established  that  it  was  unsafe  to  administer  these 
valuable  remedies  in  doses  of  that  size." 

If,  however,  the  patient's  digestion  is  good,  and  no  importance  is  attached  to  a  speedy  afl'ect- 
Ing  of  the  whole  system  with  the  remedy  (as  needed  in  pernicious  intermittents,  cholera  and  the 
like  quickly  fatal  diseases),  the  pilular  form  of  remedies  is  very  convenient. 

It  is  even  well  then  to  alwas  bear  in  mind  to  order  a  bit  of  cracker  or  bread  to  be  taken  at 
the  time  of  the  swallowing  the  pill,  should  there  not  have  been  anything  taken  upon  the  stomach  for 
several  hours ;  it  (the  stomach)  is  so  much  more  easily  stimulated  to  action  by  some  such  little 
morsel  of  food  than  by  the  smooth  round  pill.  We  have,  then,  another  form  of  remedies  for 
internal  administration,  and  that  is 
The  Solid  Extract.  .>]>•    /  ;n!' 

Formerlv  these  extracts  were  freely  made  use  of ;  but  laterally  they  have  seemed  to  have  fkllen 
into  comparative  disfavor.    This  is  owing  principally  to  the  increasing  consumption  of  fluid  ex- 
tracts, and  partly  to  the  inferior  preparations  manufactured  in'the  past.    JWe  allr  emember  the^ 
barnt,  black  and  granulated  substances  sold  under  the  name  of  solid  extracts  but  a  few  years  since 
—indeed  we  find  the  same  articles  occasionally  in  our  drug  stores  now— and  cannot  be  surprised 
that  physicians  have  found  them  unreliable.    Great  improvements,  however,  have  been  made 
in  fheir  manufacture,  till  we  recognise  in  the  elegant  and  reliable  preparations  of  to-day  none  of 
their  former  bad  features.      In  the  manufacture  of  pills,  of  course,  this  is  the  only  form  of  lihe 
medicinal    virtues    of  a   vegetable    that    can    be    made    use   of      But  even  with  all   theirs 
improvements,  we  think  the  fluid  extracts,  from  the  various  reasons  given,  are  much  the  prefer^? 
able  form  for  the  irternal  administratioii  of  remedies  in  the  majority  of  cases. 

Concentrations,  -' 

sometimes  designated  " resinoids,"'  "active  principles,"  "resinoidal  principles,"  are  lately  having 
an  increased  consumption.,    They  represent  the  drug  in  the  form  of  a  highly  concentrated  poW-iJi 
der  (being  deprived  of  all  inert,  woody  and  extractive  matter),  are  easily  carried  in  the  saddle- 
bag or  pocket-case,  and  are  readily  dispensed  in  prescription.      One  objection  to  their  use  is  the 
unreasonable  demand  that  thev  shall  in  all  cases  remain  a  permanent  powder.    Perhaps  feW 
physicians  know  that  leptandrin,  hyoscyamin  and  other  concentrations  (with  which  we  may  in-^' 
elude  the  fowdered  alcoholic  extracts)  naturaUy  absorb  moisture,  and  that  the  "caking  "  of  tliie ' 
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powder  is  an  evidence  of  the  purity  and  quality  of  the  article,  rather  than  of  its  careless  manu- 
facture. They  should  be  well  triturated,  (with  sugar  of  milk  preferably)  when  employed,  so  as 
to  break  up  the  resinous  portion  into  as  fine  particles  as  possible,  (as  all  resins  are  quite  insoluble 
in  the  stomachic  fluids)  in  order  to  be  sure  of  brioging  the  whole  into  its  most  favorable  cliance 
of  being  absorbed  and  taken  up  by  the  sjstem.  They  are  more  easily  and  safely  dispensed  than 
their  corresponding  alkaloidal  principles  in  the  pure  state.  There  is  less  liability  lo  error  in  dis- 
pensing (he  concentration  atropine  (dose,  %  to  1-16  ?r.)  than  the  alkaloid  atropia  (dose,  1-60  to 
1-100  gr.)— though  care  should  be  taken  to  distinguish  on  (he  prescription  (he  preparation  desired 
by  the  abbreviations  eonc'n  or  alk:  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  ere  long  this  similarity  of  nomenclaliiiire 
may  be  corrected. 
'"''^    Th^  other  forms,  as  ' 

Lozenges  .. 

are  of  use  in  pharyngeal  troubles  that  yield  to  ordinary  medication.  By  being  slowly  dissoi'^ed, 
the  medicament  they  contain  is  brought  into  contact  with  the  diseased  mucous  membranes  ar.d 
hence  a  beneficial  influence,  local  as  well  as  general,  is  exerted.  In  this  respect  tbey  are  of  in- 
estimable value  to  public  speakers,  teachers,  singers,  etc.,  as  they  are  handy  to  cany  about  the 
person.  In  cex-tain  diseases  of  children,  too,  the  lozenge  is  a  useful  form  for  a  medicament,  as 
the  universahty  of  the  Santonine  lozenge  attests. 

Granular  Effervescent  Salts,  ' 

pulverized,  or  in  the  granular,  form,  are  also  an  agreeable  form  for  the  administra- 
tion of  purgative  salts,  when  a  free  cathartic  action  is  not  immediately  desired,  and 
even  in  these  more  extreme  cases,  they  are  often  efficient,  if  given  in  an  increased  dose.  As  ape- 
rients they  are  desirable,  and  are  cooling  and  sedative  to  a  congested  or  inflamed  stomach,  and 
grateful  to  the  taker.  In  the  pulverized  form  they  are  as  efficient  as  in  the  granular,  while  their 
keeping  qualities  are  much  enhanced  in  this  former  condition. 

In  Elixirs 

we  have  a  pleasant  and  palatable  way  for  taking  strychnia,  calisaya,  bismuth, 
iron  and  kindred  remedies.  The  taste  of  the  medicine  is  pleasantly  disguised  by  aromatics,  and 
enough  alcohol  is  present  in  the  elixir  to  aid  the  digestion,  i(  taken  immediately  following  the 
meal ;  as  a  form  for  the  administration  of  general  tonics,  when  the  acute  stage  ot  a  disease  is 
passed,  the  elixirs  are  trustworthy  and  efficient ;  in  the  acute  stage  they  are  not  so  applicable. 
Suppositories,  Capsules,  etc., 

are  of  use  in  certain  cases ;  the  former  being  especially  valuable  when  we  look  for  a  local 
effect  ot  a  remedy ;  in  this  particular  the  suppository  cannot  be  replaced.  The  capmle  is  usefiil 
to  cover  the  taste  ot  the  powder  enclosed,  as  also  the  cachet  de  pain;  but  a  properly  made  solu- 
tion of  bitter  drugs  is  as  easy  ot  administration,  and  more  easy  of  absorbtion  and  assimilation. 

SUBSTITUTES  FOR  QUININE. 

Our  editorial  in  April  number  has  attracted  considerable  attention  to  the  subject  of 
substituting  cheaper  remedies  for  the  now  high  priced  quinine,  and,  we  trust,  ere  long  to 
chronicle  valuable  discoveries  in  this  direction. 

Dr.  Maxlort,  ot  Hamilton.  Ohio,  writes  us : 

"I  appreciate  your  efforts  in  bringing  the  newly  discovered  remedial  agents  prominently  be- 
fore the  profession.  There  are  hundreds  like  myselt  when  the  cheaper  alkaloid  of  cinchona  'i^as 
first  brought  out  regarded  it  in  the  same  light  as  I  did  sweet  quinine  (a  humbug)  and  my 
prejudice  was  only  removed  by  having  the  Sul.  Cinchonidia  thrust  into  my  pocket  case  with  a 
promise  to  try  it.  I  have  now  used  ten  or  twelve  oz.  and  have  found  it  equal  in  value  to  quinine 
where  the  latter  is  indicated." 

We  clip  a  short  article  bearing  on  the  subject  from  the  Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical 

Journal, 

The  Sulphate  of  Cinchonidia  and  the  Sulphate  op  Quinia. — Professor  Love,  of  At- 
lanta, noting  the  difl'erence  in  effect  between  the  two  remedies,  says  that  (here  are  some  in  favor 
of  cinchonidia.  This  latter  has  less  action  upon  the  nervous  system  ;  there  is  with  it  less  cere- 
bral fullness,  Jess  ringing  in  the  ears,  and  less  deafness  and  disturbence  of  vision  or  vertigo.  As 
a  cardiac  sedative  their  action  is  about  the  same.  Where  quinine  produces  muscular  prostra- 
tion, co.dness  ol  the  suri'ac?,  and.  in  Herculean  doses,  prostration  and  collap?e,  cinchonidia  has 
not  been  noticed  to  have  any  different  eflect.  As  the  result  ol  extensive  practice  within  a  mala- 
rious district,  where  acute  cases  were  apt  to  become  chronic,  quinine  was  not  found  so  efficient 
as  the  prcDarations  of  bark  containing  other  or  all  the  alkaloids.  In  such  cases  he  believes  that 
cincbonidia  will  be  found  more  effective  than  quinia.    Indeed,  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  pre- 
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scribing  cinchonldia  in  the  same  doses,  forms,  and  formulae  as  quinia,  except  in  iome  tew  acute 
cases  where  *he  active  explosive  action  of  the  latter  seemed  to  be  indicated  to  meet  a  paroxysm  ; 
where,  however,  there  ware  indications  lor  a  sieffe  treatment  rather  than  by  storm,  he  thinks  that 
an  advantage  other  than  pecuniary  will  be  tound  in  the  sulphate  of  cinchonidia. — Atlanta  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal. 

BERBERIS    AQUIFOLIUM. 

By  J.  H.  BUNDY,  M.  D. 
Bptanloal  Name,                    JBerberis  Aquifoliutn.  Habitat,    Pacific  coast   of  Vnited  Stat«». 

JLoeal  or  Common  Names, Sledlcinal  Part,  The  root. 

In  the  introduction  of  this  new  drug  to  the  profession,  I  must  say,  that  as  a  shrub,  it  is 
one  of  considerable  beauty,  and  is,  on  this  account  cultivated  in  our  California  gardens,  and 
can  be  found  at  most  of  our  florists,  who  find  a  large  sale  tor  it  as  a  flowering  shrub.     It  be- 
longs to  the  natural  order  Berberidacese,  an  order  which  on  this  coast  is  made  up  of  three 
genera — Berberis,  Vancouveria  and  Achlys.    The  genus  under  consideration  is  the  Berberis. 
It  is  a  shrub  two  to  six  feet  high  :  leaflets  usually  7,  but  often  more,  the  lower  pair  distant 
.  from  the  stem,  ovate  to  oblong-lanceolate,  1^  to  4  inches  long,  acuminate,  green  and  shin- 
ing above,  sinuately  dentate  with  numerous  spinose  teeth ;  racemes  1^  to  2  inches  long, 
clustered  chiefly  in  the  subterminal  axils ;  fruit  nearly  globose.      Sepals  6,  petal  like,  with 
8  or  6  closely  oppressed  bractlets  in  1  or  2  rows.      Petals  6,  opposite  the  sepals,  usually  2- 
glandular  at  base.     Stamens  6.    Carpel  1 :   stigma  circulate   and  peltate.    Fruit  a  berry, 
with  1  to  3  erect  seeds.     Smooth  bark  with  yellow  wood;  yellow  flowers  in  clustered  brac- 
tate  racemes;  fruit,  acid  berries.     Of  this  genus  there  are  four  species — Berberis  Repens, 
Aquifolium,  Pinnata  and  Nervosa.     The  species  Aquifolium  inhabits  the  coast  range  moun- 
tains, and  is  found  to  delight  in  a  high  altitude,  being  more  plenty  there  than  lower  down. 
It  was  first  brought  to  my  notice  by  a  gentlemen  who  had  been  suff"ering  for  years  from 
gyphilis,  and  who,  himself,  was  a  "walking  drug  store,"  as  he  expressed  it,  and  had  made 
the  mountains  a  resort  that  he  might  live  through  summer;  and,  while  there,  when  very 
weak  and  low,  just  able  to  wait  upon  himself,  he  picked  some  of  the   berries,   ate  them, — 
relishing  them  because  they  were  sour — and  they  finally  acted  as  a  cathartic,  and,  having  been 
much  constipated  he  received  immediate  relief.   He  tasted  the  leaves,  bark,  and  also  dug 
the  root  which  he  found  to  be  an  intense  bitter,  steeped  it  and  began  to  take  it.     In  three 
months  he  found  himself  wonderfully  restored  and  came  home  to  this  place  (Colusa.)     He 
continued  the  use  of  the  drug  by  steeping  in  whiskey,  as  he  called  it,  and  in  eight  months 
every  vestige  of  the  syphilis  was  gone,  and  he  was  certainly  (to  use  a  vulgar  term)  alBlost 
rotten  with  it,  and  that  was  his  cure.     Having  treated  him  myself  more  or  less  for  a  year 
before  he  commenced  its  use,  and  being  intimate  friends,  he  gave  the  above  statements, 
regarding  the  remedy,  as  he  used  it,  but  not  until  lately  have  I  been  able  to  obtain  its 
botanical  name,  though  I  have  used  it  months  without  knowing  what  it  was,  or  I  should  have 
presented  it  before.     Its  power  as  an  alterative  is  certainly  marvelous,  and  not  only  as  an 
alterative,  but  a  tonic  also.     The  root  is  the  part  used,  and  it  is  extremely  bard  and  tough, 
and  of  a  bright  golden  yellow  in  color,  an  intense  but  pleasant  bitter  and  makes  a  very 
handsome  preparation.     As  a  tonic,  and  a  general  tonic,  I  know  of  nothing  that  can  excel 
it,  and  I  find  it  also  to  be  an  eff^ective  antiperiodic.     Combining  as  it  does,  its  great  alter- 
ative properties  with  its  fine  tonic  power,  its  great  value  as  an  alterative  is  increased,;  for 
where  an  alterative  is  desirable,  a  tonic  is  always  needed.      Since  learning  of  this  drug's 
great    anti-syphilitic  power,  I  prescribe    but  a    very    little    of  the    iodides    from    the 
fact  of  this  so  far  outdoiag  them  in  syphilis.     I  do  not  care  what  the  disordered  state  of 
the  blood  may  be,  requiring  an  alterative  or  tonic,  you  will  find  in  this  the  power  of  re- 
novation and  innervation  that  will  give  perfect  satisfaction,  as  it  will  bring  the  answer 
faithfully.    I  have  just  commenced  its  use  in  a  case  of  salt  rheum,  and  as  the  patient  has 
only  been  taking  it  two  weeks,  I  do  not  know  what  the  result  will  be,  but  it  does  renovate 
the  system  so  thoroughly  in  syphilis  and  other  blood  diseases  that  I  believe  it  will  succeed 
in  this  case.    I  will  report  further  in  this  case  after  trial.  I  might  report  very  many  cases  of 
syphilis  together  with  other  blood  difficulties,  which  are  ordinarily  met  with,  that  I  have 
cured,  and  I  don't  think  of  using  much  else. 

This  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  Berbm4iVulgari$  (the  common  Barberry).  All  oar 
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species  belong  to  the  section  Mahonia,  which  has  evergreen  unequally  pinnate  leaves,  sessile 
spinulosely  dentate  leaflets,  and  dark  globose  berries. 

The  dose  of  the  fluid  extract  is  from  15  to  30  drops  three  or  four  times  daily.  I 
generally  prescribe — I^  Fid.  Ext.  Berberis  Aquifol.  ^  ss,  Syr.  Simp.,  AquaDist.  aaqs.  ad  §  iv, 
M.  Sig.  Teaspoonful  4  times  daily.  In  preparing  a  tincture  I  always  use  8  ounces  of  the  root 
to  the  pint  and  prescribe  §  i  in  a  four  ounce  mixture,  to  be  taken  before  meals  and  at  bedtime. 
Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  will  be  supplied  with  it,  from  whom  it  can  be  obtained  in  any 
form  and  much  cheaper  than  I  can  furnish  it,  and  it  will  be  perfectly  fresh  and  reliable. 
It  any  who  use  it  discover  any  other  properties  that  it  possesses  I  wish  they  would  write 
and  let  me  know  it.  I  find  that  many  very  excellent  qualities  and  properties  are  being  dis- 
covered by  diffierent  practitioners,  in  the  Grindelia  Squarrosa  and  the  Yerba  Santa,  and  I 
hope  if  in  this  drug  anything  further  is  discovered,  it  will  be  made  known.  I  will  again  report. 

IPreparation.. 
Fluid  Extract— Dose,  from  10  to  20  drops. 


GRINDELIA    SQUARROSA. 

By  J.  H.  BUNDY,  M.  D. 

Botanical  IVame,                     Orindelia  Squarrosa.  Habitat,  California, 

lio«al  or  Common  Names,  MIedicinal  part,     Thf:  plant. 

Having  described  this  drug  botanically  in  previous  articles,  further  description  in  this 
respect  is  unnecessary.  I  am  sorry  to  say  there  has  been  some  confusion  regarding  it,  on 
account  of  the  Grindelias  having  been  termed  tarweeds,  and  on  this  account  many  have  sent 
the  real  tarweeds  instead  of  the  Grindelia,  and  parties  unacquainted  with  either,  used  the 
Hemizonias,  and  supposed  they  were  using  Grindelia.  Now,  the  Hemizonias  constitute  the 
family  of  tarweeds,  numbering  about  nineteen  species,  and  all  Californian.  This  family  be- 
longs to  the  natural  order  Compositae,  are  mostly  glandular  and  viscid,  and  heavy 
scented,  in  fact,  much  more  sc  than  the  Grindelias,  the  latter  being  more  or  less  gummy 
and  resinous.  So  far  as  I  know,  the  Hemizonias  have  never  been  tested  to  obtain  their 
real  or  specific  value  as  remedies,  and  while  alluding  to  the  family  I  will  here  state 
that  in  them  must  be  some  very  powerful  properties,  and  valuable  too,  and  if  no  one 
in  the  near  future  sees  fit  to  test  them,  your  humble  servant  will,  and  all  that  is  found 
valuable  in  them  to  the  medical  profession,  shall  be  made  known  to  them.  Pardon  any 
digression  I  may  have  made  from  the  subject  of  the  Grindelia,  for  I  deem  it  necessary  for  all  to 
understand  the  coiidition  of  affairs,  and  that  such  things  may  get  mixed,  even  in  the  Grinde- 
lias themselves,  for  they  are  a  genera  of  seven  species,  and  it  requires  great  care  that  we  become 
well  acquainted   with  the   individual  species  while  gathering  for  medicinal  purposes. 

In  my  flrst  paper  I  gave  in  full  the  physiological  action  of  the  drug, 
and  in  this  paper  I  only  want  to  point  out  the  indications  for  its  use,  together  with  a 
few  cases  treated  with  it,  feeling  assured  that  none  will  be  disappointed  where  anything 
reasonable  is  expected  of  drugs,  where  its  use  is  indicated.  As  stated,  in  a  previous 
paper,  I  commenced  its  use  in  hypertrophy  of  the  spleen,  and  cited  cases,  and  at  this 
time  it  is  my  dependence  in  those  cases. 

Mr.  E.  presented  himself  for  treatment.  Symptoms :  tongue  coated  with  a 
pale,  pasty  coat,  mucous  membrane  almost  colorless,  hands  and  feet  cold,  general 
puffiness  of  the  tissues,  pain  and  swelling  of  left  side,  (splenic 
region),  constipation,  anorexia,  had  su£fered  from  a  few  paroxysms  of  ague,  complained  of 
feeling  constantly  tired,  with  singing  in  the  ears,  palpitation,  etc. — Prescribed  I^  Tr.' 
Grindelia  5  ij ;  Tr.  Ferri  Chlor.  3  iij  ;  Syr.  Simp.  q.  s.  ad  I  iv  M-S.  Teaspoonful  four 
times  daily.  I?  Quin.  Sul.  3  ss ;  Ext.  Nux  Vom.  Ale.  grs.  v;  Leptandrin  3i;  M.  et  ft., 
Pilulse  No.  XX  Div.  Sig.  One  pill  three  times  daily.  Continued  the  treatment  five 
weeks  and  was  discharged,  having  been  sick  four  months  and  under  all  manner  of  treatment. 

Henry  B.,  a  well-to-do  farmer,  had  suffered  with    dumb  chills  for   weeks ;  pulse  con 
tinually  over  one  hundred,  weak,  languid,  did  not  look  like  having  fever,  anorexia,  pain 
in   right    and     left    sides    (liver  and   spleen),    pale,   though  feverish.       I^  Tr.  Grindelia 
Squar.    |  ij  ;  Tr.  Ferri  Chlor.  3  iij  ;  Syr.  Simp.  q.  s.  ad   §  iv.  M.  Sig.  Take  teaspoonful  four 
times  daily,    I^  Tr.  Verjit.  gtts,  xx,   Liq.  Am.  Acet ;  Aqua  Dest.  S,a   |  ij.       Teaspoonful 
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every  hour  as  long  as  there  was  fever.  In  three  days  the  slight  cold  spells  that  came 
daily  ceased,  fever  also,  when  the  fever  mixt.  was  left  off;  continued  Grindelia  and  Iron 
three  weeks  and  was  discharged.  The  pains  in  his  sides  disappeared  about  the  fifth  day 
of  treatment. 

Called  to  see  Mr.  D's  child,  aged  thirteen  months;  head  hot,  face  flushed 
and  eyes  injected,  rolling  head,  and  very  restless,  bowels  thoroughly  relaxed,  etc.  I^  Tr. 
Grindelia  Squar.  3  i ;  Tr.  Aconite  gtts.  xx ;  Aqua  Dest.  §  iij.  M.  Sig.  Teaspoonful  every 
hour.   In  twenty-four  hours  all  head  symptoms  subsided,  and  in  three  days  was  discharged. 

Mr.  G.  B.  came  with  severe  cold  in  head  and  complained  that  his  eyes  were  so  sore  he  could 
scarcely  move  them  together,  with  fearful  headache,  and  at  times  seemed  blind  for  just  a 
pioment  at  a  time,  was  hoarse  and  had  some  cough  ;  felt  chilly  by  spells  and  had  some  fever, 
^  Tr.  Grindelia  1  i ;  Tr.  Eriodyction  Glut.  §  ss.  Syr.  Symp.  I  iiss.  M.  Sig.  Teaspoonful 
every  two  hours.  In  twenty-four  hours  symptoms  had  disappeared  and  he  was  in  his  store. 
I  could  report  scores  of  cases  but  will  let  one  more  suffice  for  the  present. 

"Wm.  G.,  aged  45,  had  suffered  for  months  from  eczema  rubrum  affecting  the  whole  ot 
right  leg  and  foot  below  the  knee,  and  medical  aid  seemed  of  no  avail.  ^  Tr.  Grindelia 
Squar.  §  ij  ;  Aqua  Dest.  §  vi.  M.  Sig.  Wet  cloths  and  keep  constantly  applied.  I^  Mag- 
nesia Sul.  §i;  Fol.  Senna  |i,  M.  and  steep  in  quart  of  water  for  twenty  minutes  and  take 
a  swallow  four  times  daily.  In  two  weeks  he  made  a  good  recovery,  and  it  has  broken  out 
once  since,  but  a  repetition  of  the  treatment  resulted  in  cure. 

Now,  the  indications  for  its  use  are  these  :  a  pallid  and  soft  skin,  pale  mucous  mem- 
branes, puffiness  of  tissues,  hypertrophy,  and  especially  of  the  spleen  ;  ringing  in  the  ears, 
soreness  of  the  eyeballs  and  muscles  generally,  and  pain  in  hepatic  and  splenic  regions,  and 
where  you  can't  Ireah  chills  with  quinine.  It  acts  so  well  in  nervous  excitement  that  I  use  it 
as  I  would  Gelsemium,  and  like  it  much.  As  to  its  use  in  hypertrophy  of  the  spleen  it  cer- 
tainly has  no  superior.  I  have  had  no  chance  to  test  it  in  severe  cases  of  rheumatism  as  I 
have  had  none  to  treat.  In  nervous  diseases  generally  it  promotes  quietude  and  might  be 
of  some  service  in  asthma. 

I  still  have  repeated  calls  for  it,  and  wish  again  to  state  that  I  have  made 
the  laboratory  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  my  depot  for  the  Atlantic  States  for  the 
Grindelia  Squarrosa,  and  the  Eriodyction  Glutinosum  (Yerba  Santa),  and  all  parties  who 
want  these  drugs  will  please  send  to  them  for  it,  for  they  can  send  in  any  form  one  may  de- 
sire, and  cheaper  than  I  can  send  it  from  here  ;  it  will  reach  the  purchaser  sooner  and  more 
safely,  and  they  can  rely  upon  getting  a  good  fresh  article  which  will  be  true  to  name.  Not 
long  in  the  future  I  will  speak  again  of  this  very  valuable  drug,  and  when  I  can  make  the 
necessary  arrangement  to  procure  a  supply  of  another  drug  for  constipalion,  I  will  also 
speak  of  it  and  give  the  public  the  benefit.  California  has  a  large  store  of  valuable  drugs 
entirely  unknown,  but  which  in  time  will  be  better  understood  botanically,  and  their  me- 
dicinal properties  made  known,  whereby  their  application  in  disease  will  become  practical. 

We  reprint' in  full  ihe  article  to  which  Dr.  Bundy  refers  in  the  preceding  communica- 
tion, as  it  has  many  items  of  interest  applicable  to  this  latter  communication  upon  the 
drug. 

The  Grindelia  Squarrosa  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  indigenous  to  California,  and  has  never 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  medical  profession  as  a  remedy  of  medicinal  value.  My 
attention  was  called  to  it  about  eight  months  since,  at  which  time  I  gathered  a  handful, 
and  when  carefully  dried,  prepared  a  tincture,  using  eight  ounces  to  the  pint  of  alcohol 
(78°)  and  percolating  The  great  aroma  of  the  plant,  and  the  amount  of  gum  and  balsam  it 
seemed  to  contain,  led  me  to  test  it,  as  it  seemed  to  me  the  plant  must  be  of  some  value. 
At  the  time  of  my  test,  I  did  not  know  what  the  plant  was,  and  sent  specimens  to  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  where  its  botanical  name  was  determined.  It  grows  in  the  valley 
of  our  State,  and  not  in  the  hills  like  the  Grindelia  Robusta.  It  is  a  perennial,  growing 
from  one  to  three  feet  high,  and  deciduous.  It  blooms  about  the  first  of  May  and  con- 
tinues in  bloom  for  months,  and  in  the  fall  becomes  very  rich  with  the  gum-like  resin  it 
contains. 

The  test  I  have  spoken  of,  was  one  to  decide  its  physiological  action  upon  the 
human  economy ;  and  selecting  myself  as  the  subject,  I  commenced  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening  by  taking  one  teaspoonful  of  the  tincture  I  had  prepared.  In  half  an  hour  I  took 
another,  at  which  time  I  began  to  feel  a  terrible  fullness  in  my  head  as  though  I  had  ta- 
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ken  ten  or  more  grains  of  quinine.  This  continued  for  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  when 
I  was  taken  with  a  pain  in  my  left  eye,  and  the  right  knee-joint  precisely  like  acute  rheu- 
matism. The  pain  in  my  knee  did  not  last  more  than  half  an  hour,  and  at  this  time  I 
took  the  third  teaspoonful,  (my  wife  begging  me  not  to  take  any  more,  fearing  I  would  get 
poisoned.)  The  pain  in  my  eye  became  the  most  intense  that  can  be  imagined,  the  pupil 
becoming  dilated  largely,  and,  strange  to  say,  it  was  two  hours  before  the  right  eye  became 
affected,  but  when  it  did  my  misery  was  only  doubled.  At  the  time  the  right  eye  became 
affected,  I  was  taken  with  an  unbearable  pain  in  the  entire  region  of  the  liver  and  spleen, 
and  so  severe  was  it  that  I  could  not  lie  still  one  moment,  and  the  soreness  in  the  region 
of  the  pain  was  like  nothing  to  which  I  can  compare  it,  except  that  of  acute  rheumatism. 
With  a  towel  tied  tight  around  my  head,  and  hot  applications  over  liver  and  spleen,  de- 
claring that  I  had  inflammation  of  the  brain  and  of  the  liver  and  spleen,  did  I  pass  the 
most  terrible  night  of  my  life,  and  my  wife  hoped  it  would  be  my  last  experiment  in  tes- 
ting drugs.  The  pain  of  the  eyes  was  in  the  eye  balls,  and  run  directly  back  to  the  brain, 
and  to  turn  or  move  them  was  torturing.  In  fact  the  pain  produced  by  the  drug,  where 
ever  it  occured,  was  that  of  rheumatism — pain  with  soreness.  The  conjunctiva  was  remark- 
ably injected,  and  the  eyes  presented  the  appearance  noticed  in  congestion  of  the  brain.  In 
the  morning  I  sent  for  my  partner  who  visited  me.  I  told  him  my  experiment  with  the 
drug,  and  he  gave  me  camphorated  tr.  opii  in  3  i  doses,  and  in  a  few  hours  I  fell  asleep. 
The  pain  in  my  eyes  together  with  the  soreness  lasted  me  three  days,  which  time  I  was  in 
bed,  and  I  took  good  care  that  none  of  my  patrons  should  know  how  I  became  sick. 

I  have  given  a  perfect  representation  of  the  action  of  this  drug  upon  the  economy,  and  now 
will  give  a  list  of  cases  treated  by  it,  and  the  success.  The  action  of  the  drug  on  the  nervous 
system  is  most  remarkable.  It  at  first,  when  given  in  full  doses,  acts  upon  or  influences  the 
optic  nerve — and  in  a  little  time  it  just  as  surely  influences  the  par  vagum  ;  and  to  that  de- 
gree that  it  seems  to  interrupt  respiration.  The  interruption  of  respiration  in  my  case  was 
so  great  as  to  prevent  sleep,  even  if  the  pain  had  not  prevented.  The  moment  I  would  fall 
asleep,  the  respiratory  movement  would  cease,  and  it  would  not  be  resumed  until  awakened 
by  the  suffocation  that  resulted  from  the  suspension  of  respiration.  Now  a  remedy  that 
will  so  remarkably  affect  individual  parts  in  health,  certainly  must  have  an  influence  in  dis- 
ease. The  first  case  that  came  for  treatment,  after  my  own  illness,  was  a  young  man  who 
was,  and  had  been  suffering  from  chills  for  five  or  six  months,  and  who  presented  an  anemic 
and  bloated  appearance,  spleen  much  enlarged,  with  pain  in  both  sides  (region  of  liver  and 
spleen.)  I  gave  him  i^  Quin.  sul.  Xss ;  Elix.  Tarax.  co.  §  i  M.-S. — take  one  third  every 
morning. — IJ  Tr.  Grindelia  Squar.  §  ii.  Ferri  cit.  3  ii.  Syr.  Simp.  §  ii  M.  Sig.  One  tea- 
spoonful  four  times  daily.  The  Quin.  broke  the  paroxysm,  and  the  Grindelia  worked  most 
charmingly  on  the  spleen.  The  patient  got  his  I^  filled  the  fourth  time  and  was  well.  Very 
good.  Now  I  said  to  my  partner,  we  have  a  good  and  reliable  remedy  for  the  spleen,  and 
accordingly  we  have  been  using  it  for  splenic  diseases,  and  have  become  perfectly  satisfied 
as  to  its  action  on  this  organ.  I  had  used  considerable  of  the  Polymnia  for  hypertrophy  of 
the  spleen,  and  it  is  a  good  remedy,  but  is  not  as  potent  a  drug  as  the  Grindelia  Sqar.,  and 
is  not  as  prompt  in  its  action.  The  Grindelia  is  bound  to  be  introduced  to  the  profession, 
and  when  practitioners  have  once  used  it  in>  hypertrophy  of  the  spleen,  they  cannot  longer 
doubt  the  efl^ciency  of  drugs  that  will  influence  the  spleen.  I  use  it  in  coughs,  especially 
irritable  coughs,  in  combination  with  Aconite  and  Eriodyction  Glut.  (Yerba  Santa),  and  it 
acts  nicely.  Where  there  is  extreme  nervous  excitement,  it  acts  much  more  promptly  than 
any  preparation  of  Valerian  or  Hyoscyamus  that  I  ever  used.  From  its  action  on  the  optic 
nerve,  there  is  a  class  of  diseases  belonging  to  that  organ,  that  it  will  prove  of  great  value 
though  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  testing  in  that  direction.  Living  as  I  do,  in  a  malarial 
region—  the  spleen  has  offered  a  good  opportunity,  and  in  that  direction  I  have  faithfully 
proven  the  drug,  and  more  than  twenty  cases  testify  its  great  value. 

Not  long  since  I  met  a  Spaniard,  and  calling  his  attention  to  it,  he  said  they  called  it 
"Ager"  (Ague)  weed,  and  that  it  would  keep  off  any  kind  of  Ager,  if  you  would  only  make 
a  little  tea  and  drink  of  it,  and  that  the  Spanish  had  used  it  for  years  and  years  for  that 
purpose.  I  am  constantly  using  it  and  will  write  further  on  the  subject  at  another  time.  I 
had  concluded  to  offer  it  in  half-pound  packages  by  mail  to  those  who  would  send  just 
enough  to  prepay  postage^until  I  had  distributed  one  or  two  hundred  pounds — but  as  I 
did  not  have  it  on  hand,  and  going  to  start  for  the  Centennial  the  first  ot  June,  would  be 
too  much  trouble.  Those  who  desire  to  try  the  drug,  can  be  supplied  by  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit,  as  I  have  made  arrangements  with  that  house  and  they  will  be  supplied 
with  a  good,  fresh  and  genuine  article  of  the  drug.  I  hope  to  meet  with  very  many  physi- 
cians this  summer,  and  have  the  opportunity  of  exchanging  thoughts  and  ideas  on  the  test- 
ing of  drugs.  California  is  bountiful  in  this  line,  and  in  time  will  open  up  a  large  list  of 
the  most  valuable  drugs.  I  had  neglected  to  state  the  dose  of  the  Grindelia.  One-half  tea- 
spoonful  of  the  tincture,  made  as  above  directed,  is  a  full  dose  for  the  adult.  Do  not  give 
too  much,  as  its  effect  upon  the  head  is  unpleasant,  and  I  do  not  think  it  influences  the 
spleen  as  satisfactorily  as  in  smaller  doses.  Whoever  uses  it  once,  will  not  be  without  it,  and 
I  hope  none  will  be  b:  ckward  about  publishing  any  further  knowledge  they  may  possess 
relative  to  other  properties  of  this  valuable  remedy. 
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Preparation. 

Fluid  Extract. — Dose,   from  15  to  30  drops. 
^dminisitratioiiL. 

See  Dr.  Bundy's  advice  and  prescriptions  in  ioregoine  article. 


CENOTHERA  BIENNIS. 

Botanical  Name,  CEnothera  Slennia.  Habitat,  United  Stateit. 

Xiocal  or  Cpmiuon  Name,  Evening  Primrose.  Medicinal  Parts,  The  plant  and  flowers. 

By  N,  S.  DAVIS,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  Chicago  Med.  College. 

It  has  been  said,  and  justly,  that  our  materia  medica  is  already  redundant,  and  that  it  is 
far  more  important  to  more  thoroughly  investigate  the  composition,  properties,  and  therapeutic 
uses  of  remedies  already  included  in  the  list  than  to  add  new  ones.  It  is  also  a  remark  founded 
in  truth  that  a  practitioner  can  treat  disease  more  successfully  who  has  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  a  few  leading  remedies,  than  one  who  has  only  a  partial  or  general  knowledge  of  all  the  re- 
medies in  the  books.  And  still  there  are  few  practitioners  who  do  not  often  meet  cases,  espe- 
cially of  a  chronic  character,  in  which  indications  for  treatment  are  presented,  or  individual 
idiosyncrasies,  that  can  not  he  met  satisfactorily  with  the  more  common  and  familiar  remedies. 
They  are  generally  troublesome  to  the  physician,  and  still  more  so  to  the  patient.  The  difficul- 
ties encountered  in  treating  such  patients  satisfactorily  may  be  readily  overcome,  in  many  in- 
stances, by  bringing  to  our  aid  some  remedies  but  little  known,  or  occupying  a  secondary  place 
in  the  materia  medica. 

A  case  illustrating  this  came  under  my  observation  soon  after  I  entered  upon  practice  more 
than  thirty  years  since.  I  had  attended  a  lady  having  chronic  diarrhoea  two  or  thr>  e  weeks, 
with  no  substantial  progress  towards  recovery.  As  certain  as  I  gave  her  any  combination  of 
ordinary  remedies  containing  sufficient  anodyne  to  restrain  the  iptestinal  evacuations,  the  secre- 
tion of  the  kidneys  would  become  checked,  and  within  forty-eight  hours  the  stomach  would  be- 
gin to  be  sick,  followed  by  vomiting,  prostration,  and  a  renewal  of  the  intestinal  discharges.  If 
I  refrained  from  the  use  of  anodynes,  the  diarrhoea  would  continue  so  severe  as  to  endanger  the 
life  of  the  patient.  Having  just  read  an  article  in  a  medical  periodical  concerning  the  effects  of 
Erigeron  Canadensis  and  Erigeron  PJiiladelphicunfi,  in  the  treatment  of  dropsical  affections,  in 
which  these  remedies  were  repres  nted  as  mildly  astringent  and  diuretic,  it  occured  to  me  that 
they  might  obviate  the  difficulty  encountered  in  the  management  of  my  case  of  chronic  diar- 
rhoea. Their  astringency  would  aid  in  restraining  the  bowels,  while  their  diuretic  properties 
would  prompt  a  free  action  of  the  kidneys,  and  probably  prevent  the  troublesome  nausea.  On 
my  way  to  visit  the  patient,  seeing  a  rank  specimen  of  the  Erigeron  Canadensis  at  the  roadside, 
I, pulled  it  up,  knocked  the  dirt  off  the  roots,  and  directed  the  nurse  to  make  an  infusion  of  the 
fresh  herb  and  give  the  patient  a  tablespoonful  of  it,  with  nearly  a  teaspoonful  of  camphorated 
tincture  of  opium  every  four  hours.  The  effect  was  promptly  beneficial,  and  by  continuing  the 
remedy,  with  a  proper  regulation  of  diet,  the  patient  entirely  recovered  in  less  than  two  weeks. 
Prom  that  time  to  the  present  I  have  occasionally  had  recourse  to  the  same  remedy  in  the  treat- 
ment of  similar  cases,  especially  among  young  children. 

Another  class  of  cases,  not  unfrequently  met  with  in  practice,  present  in  association  such  a 
sensitive  condition  of  the  gastric  mucous  membrane  as  to  interfere  much  with  digestion,  and 
such  a  grade  of  capillary  bronchial  irritation  as  to  induce  distressing  dyspnoea  or  asthma  :  the 
latter  manifesting  itself  more  especially  during  the  transition  seasons  of  autumn  and  spring,  but 
liable  to  be  developed  at  any  time  by  unusual  gastric  disturbance.  In  many  of  these  cases  the 
patient  finds  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  relief.  If  he  takes  expectorants,  sedatives,  antispasm- 
odics, or  anodynes,  to  relief  his  breathing,  it  very  generally  results  in  aggravating  his  gastric 
trouble,  which  he  finds  but  feebly  counteracted  by  bismuth,  pepsin,  etc. 

Many  are  the  cases  in  which  I  have  tried  a  dozen  combinations  of  remedies  in  the  effort  to 
obtain  such  a  degree  of  soothing  and  relaxing  influence  as  would  relieve  the  bronchial  constric- 
tion and  dyspncen,  and  at  the  same  time  lessen  gastiic  irritation  and  flatulency,  and  yet  with 
results  far  from  being  entirely  satisfactory.  About  eighteen  month  since,  in  the  latter  part  of 
summer  a  lady  little  past  the  middle  period  of  life,  came  from  the  southern  part  of  Illinois  to 
Chicago,  partly  for  medical  advice  and  partly  with  the  hope  that  the  change  of  air  would  do 
her  good.  On  examination  I  learned  that  she  had  been  affiicted  many  years  with  indigestion 
and  bronchial  asthma.  She  was  much  emaciated,  her  chest  contracted,  her  breathing  all  the 
time  difficult,  but  much  worse  during  the  night,  and  accompanied  by  all  shades  of  dry  rales,  yet 
natural  resonance  on  percussion,  and  only  scanty  mucous  expectoration.  The  extremities  were 
cool  and  bluish,  lips  vivid,  and  pulse  small,  soft  and  frequent.  Her  tongue  was  clean,  redder 
than  natural,  and  stomach  so  irritable  ihat  it  would  retain  but  little  food  or  medicine.  Her 
appetite  was  poor,  and  every  kind  of  food,  even  in  small  quantities,  caused  more  or  less  epi- 
gastric distress  with  an  increase  of  the  dyspnoea  and  sometime  palpitation  of  the  heart.  There 
was  hardly  a  remedy  either  for  the  dyspnoea  or  the  gastric  irritation,  that  I  could  suggest,  which 
she  had  not  already  tried  and  found  unavailing. 

Not  long  after  their  arrival  in  the  city,  her  husband  met  a  friend  who  urged  him  earnestly 
to  try  the  fluid  extract  of  the  CEnothera  Biennis.  He  accordingly  purchased  a  small  vial  of  the 
remedy,  and  commenced  giving  her  twenty- five  drops  ^very  three  Hours.      On  visiting  her,  twg 
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days  after,  I  found  her  decidely  more  comfortable  in  all  respects.  The  medicine,  instead  of 
troubling  lier  stomach,  had  actually  allayed  its  irritability  so  that  she  was  taking  more  nourish- 
ment, and  her  breathing  was  less  diificult.  The  improvement  thus  begun  continued  under  a 
continuance  of  the  same  medicine,  and  in  a  few  weeks  she  returned  to  the  south,  and  I  have 
never  heard  from  her  since. 

Since  that  time,  however,  I  have  prescribed  the  same  remedy  in  more  than  twenty  cases  of 
asthma,  associated  with  chronic  indigestion  or  gastric  irritability,  and  in  all  of  them  with  more 
or  less  benefit.  Recently  Mr.  M.,  aged  fifty-five  years,  engaged  in  intellectual  pursuits,  was  at- 
tacked with  pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  cbest,  a  harsh  cough,  scanty  expectoration,  slight  ac- 
celeration of  pulse,  and  considerable  feeling  of  oppression  in  breathing.  He  had  suiFered  from 
gastric  irritation  and  indigestion  several  years,  and  had  been  so  generally  sickened  by  medicines 
when  prescribed  for  him  that  he  had  become  decidedly  skeptical  in  regard  to  the  beneficial  eflFects 
of  any  remedy  in  his  own  case.  And  although  feeliog  so  much  inc3nvenience  from  the  pain  in 
his  side,  and  other  effects  of  what  he  regarded  as  a  recent  cold,  that  he  called  on  me  for  advice, 
yet  he  protested  in  advance  against  taking  any  anodynes  or  expectorants  assure  to  "  upset  his 
stomach."  I  prescribed  for  him  simply  the  fluid  extract  of  the  QEnothera  Biennis,  in  doses  of 
twenty-five  drops  before  each  meal  time,  and  thirty  drops  at  bedtime,  to  be  taken  in  half  a 
tablespoonful  of  water.  The  symptoms  of  bronchial  irritation  and  the  pain  in  his  side  soon  be 
gan  to  abate,  and  in  eight  or  ten  days  disappeared  ;  the  remedy  not  only  produced  no  unpleas 
ant  effects  on  the  stomach,  but  apparently  induced  a  decided  improvement  in  both  appetite  and 
digestion.  So  marked  was  this  latter  effect  that  he  continued  to  take  the  twenty-five  drops  be- 
fore each  meal  time  for  nearly  four  weeks  ;  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  imformed  me  he  could 
"sit  down  to  the  table  and  eat  a  dinner  ot  good  hearty  food  without  any  inconvenience  whatever," 
an  act  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  jjertorm  with  similar  impunity  tor  several  years  previously. 

My  object  in  this  short  paper  being  simply  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  re- 
medial value  of  the  CEaothera,  it  is  not  necessary  to  relate  more  cases  in  detail.  From  my  own 
clinical  observations,  I  am  inclined  to  regard  it  as  a  mild  but  efficient  sedative  to  nervous  sen- 
sibility, acting  moie  especially  on  the  pneumogastric  nerve.  Hence  its  adaptation  to  the  treat- 
ment of  such  cases  of  respiratory  or  gastric  trouble  as  involve  a  morbid  sensitiveness  either  in 
the  laryngeal,  pulmonary,  or  gastric  branches  of  that  nerve,  whether  of  an  acute  or  chronic 
character.  It  is  certainly  worthy  of  further  trial  in  the  treatment  of  such  affections  as  hooping- 
cough,  spasmodic  asthma,  and  certain  morbidly  sensitive  conditions  of  the  stomach  interfering 
with  healthy  digestion. 

The  (Enothera  Biennis,  or  Evening  Primrose,  grows  abundantly  throughout  all  the  middle 
and  northern  states,  if  not  throughout  our  whole  country.  Full  botanical  descriptions  of  it  may 
be  found  in  all  our  works  on  botany.  As  a  medicine  it  may  be  used  in  the  form  of  an  infusion 
or  fluid  extract.  The  former  may  be  given  to  adults  in  doses  of  one  or  two  tablespoonfuls ;  the 
latter  ot  from  twenty  to  thirty  minims  repeated  every  three,  four  or  six  hours,  as  the  case  may 
require. — The  American  Practitioner. 

Preparations. 

Fluid  Extract— Dose,  from  20  to  40  drops. 
A^dLnciiiiistratioiiL. 

To  be  given  in  doses  of  25  drops  every  three,  four  or  six  hours  before  meals. 


VIBURNUM   PRUNIFOLIUM. 

Botanical  Name,  Viburnum.  J^runlfoUum.  HaXtitM,  The  Southern  and  Western  States. 

Cooimon  Name,  Black  ECaw.  Medicinal  Part,  BarTt  of  the  root  and  twigs. 

The  following  article  is  taken  from  the  Gynaecological  Transactions  for  1876.  It  was  read 
belore  the  American  Gynaecological  Society,  by  Edward  W.  Jenks,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Medical  and 
Surgical  diseases  of  Women,  and  Obstetrics,  Detroit  Medical  C^ollege. 

Among  the  most  ornamental  ot  our  native  shrubs,  is  a  plant  belonging  to  the  well  known 
genus,  viburnum,— the  same  which  furnishes  our  familiar  "  snow-ball  bush,"  the  '  cranberry- 
tree,"  and  the  "  sheep-beriy,"— to  which  botanists  have  pven  very  appropriately  the  specific 
name  "prunifolium  "  (•'  plum-leaved  "). 

Its  erect,  tree-liks  habit  of  growth,  the  regular  form  and  delicate  toothing,  but  more  espe- 
cially the  glossy  green  ot  its  leafage,  render  it  an  attractive  object  throughout  the  season,  and 
it  is  conspicuous  lor  beauty  when,  in  the  early  spring,  it  puts  forth  its  dense  clusters  ol  snowy 
blossoms.  It  is  indigenous  in  our  southern  and  western  ijtates,  where  like  its  northern  congener, 
viburnum  lentago,  or  sheep-berry,  it  is  generally  found  in  dry  copses  and  open  woodlands. 

Only  within  a  tew  years  has  this  plant  been  brought  to  the  notice  ot  the  profession  as  a 
valuable  tnerapeutic  agent,  and  it  has  already  won  tor  itself  a  high  place  in  the  favorable  esti- 
mation of  the  few  who  have  learned  its  virtues  by  practical  experience. 

The  portion  which  is  used  in  medicine,  is  the  bark  of  the  root  and  the  bark  of  the  young 
shrubs  and  newly  grown  twigs,  but  if  procured  in  the  proper  season,  the  bark  of  the  root  is  to 
be  preferred 

Dr.  Phares,  of  Newtonia,  Miss.,  in  1866,  wrote  an  article  on  the  uses  of  the  viburnum,  which 
was  first  puolished  in  the  Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  subsequently  appeared  in 
the  DeiA-oit  Meview  for  December,  1866,  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  October  10, 
1867,  and  other  medical  journals  of  the  country. 
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Dr.  Phares  attached  particular  value  to  this  remedy  for  the  prevention  of  abortion.  He  de^ 
signated  it  as  a  "  nervine,  antispasmodic,  tonic,  astringent,  and  (Muretic,"  and  adds :  "  But  it  is 
particularly  valuable  m  preventing  abortion  and  miscarriage,  whether  habitual  or  otherwise ; 
whether  threatened  from  accidental  cause,  or  criminal  drugging.  It  tones  up  the  system,  pre- 
venting or  removing  those  harras&ing  nervous  symptoms  that  so  otten  torment  and  wear  down 
the  pregnant  women  and  disqualify  her  lor  the  parturient  eflPort.  It  enables  Ihe  system  to  resist 
the  deleterious  influence  ot  drags  so  often  used  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  abortion." 

He  further  alludes,  in  the  same  connection,  to  the  habit  common  among  the  negro  women 
on  some  of  the  Soulhern  plantations,  ot  taking  a  decoction  of  gossypium,  or  cotton  root,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  abortion,  and  says  :  "  Some  farmers  on  whose  plantations  I  have  used  the 
medicine,  and  who  have  seen  much  ot  its  effects  on  negro  women  who  had  always  managed  to 
miscarry,  declare  their  believe  that  no  woman  can  possibly  abort  if  compelled  to  use  the  vibur- 
num." '  This  may  be  claiming  too  much  for  it,"  he  adds,  "  but  it  has  certainly  prevented  abor- 
tion in  every  case  in  which  I  have  ordered  it  for  the  purpose." 

About  the  time  Dr.  Phares'  article  appeared  in  print,  he  sent  some  of  the  drug  to  the  editors 
of  the  i?mew,  of  whom  I  was  one,  requesting  that  its  virtues  might  be  tested.  My  associate, 
Dr.  Andrews,  and  I  used  it  in  a  number  ot  cases  of  threatened  abortion,  and  were  so  well  pleased 
with  its  eftects,  that  I  have  ever  since  continued  to  rely  upon  it  as  one  of  the  most  efficacious 
remedies  we  have  for  this  trouble. 

Of  course  no  intelligent  pbysician  expects,  that  when  an  abortion  is  fairly  begun  by  detach- 
ment of  the  ovum,  or  when  a  portion  of  it  is  extruded  from  the  uterus,  any  remedy  will  prevent 
its  ultimate  expulsion  ;  the  mischief  is  already  done ;  the  vital  connection  of  the  foetus  with  the 
mother  is  destroyed,  and  no  measure  can  preserve  its  life. 

Dr  Phares,  in  the  paper  alluded  to,  relates  a  number  of  cases  that  illustrate  the  value  of  vi- 
burnum. 1  have  prescribed  it  myself  in  scores  of  cases,  where  I  should  have  little  hope  of  suc- 
cess in  following  the  usual  routine  of  treatment,  and  the  results  have  more  then  fulfilled  my  most 
sanguine  expectations.  I  shall  not  overstate  the  fact  if  I  say,  that  no  one  remedy  or  means  has 
proven  ot  equal  value  in  my  hands — and  I  have  tried  faithfully  all  the  common  and  time-honored 
methods  of  treatment. 

f)r.  Andrews,  of  Detroit,  with  a  large  family  and  obstetrical  practice,  informs  me  that  he 
considers  viburnum  an  invaluable  prophylactic  against  abortion  ;  he  places  more  reliance  upon 
this  than  on  any  other  remedy  at  our  command.  Several  other  practitioners  have  expressed  to 
me  their  opinion  of  its  value  in  similar  terms. 

That  viburnum  has  a  powerful  influence  in  preventing  threatened  abortion,  appears,  there- 
fore, to  be  a  tact  well  established.  I  could  myselt  relate  case  after  case  in  illustration  ot  its  eflSi- 
cacy,  but  the  mass  of  evidence  already  accumulated  and  in  the  hands  of  members  of  our  profes- 
sion, would  render  this  a  superfluous  task. 

I  am  convinced,  however,  from  conversation  with  physicians  of  large  obstetrical  experience 
that  the  number  of  those  who  are  practically  familiar  with  the  drug  is  extremely  small.  I  have 
myself  induced  a  number  of  my  professional  acquaintances  to  give  it  a  trial,  recommending  it 
especially  in  those  cases  where  abortion  has  become  habitual  with  a  woman,  and  I  believe  that 
none  who  have  been  persuaded  once  to  test  its  efficacy,  are  now  willing  to  omit  viburnum  from 
the  list  of  those  remedies  which  they  resfard  as  indispensable.  It  is  for  the  reason  that  an  agent, 
which  has  stood  the  tests  of  time  and  repeated  experience  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  has  for  some 
unaccountable  reason  not  become  universally  known,  that  it  is  now  brought  to  the  attention  of 
this  Society. 

Where  the  habit  of  abortion  has  been  formed,  my  mode  of  prescribing  the  viburnum  is,  to 
have  the  patient  take  from  half  a  teaspoonful  to  a  teaspoonful  of  the  fliud  extract  four  times  a 
day,  beginning  at  least  two  days  before  the  regular  menstrual  date,  and  continuing  it  not  only 
during  the  usual  period  of  the  catamenial  flow,  but  two  days  longer  than  that  discharge  continues 
when  the  woman  is  not  pregnant.  Where  there  are  indications  that  an  abortion  is  imminent, 
the  fluid  extract  can  be  administered  in  teaspoonful  doses  every  two  or  three  hours  as  long  as 
its  use  seems  to  be  demanded. 

The  writer  would  designate  vibm'num  prunifolium  as  a  uteriae  sedative,  whose  action  is  as 
pronounced,  as  is  that  of  ergot  in  causmg  uterine  contraction.  It  is  not  alone  in  the  prevention 
of  abortion  that  it  proves,  by  ■virtue  ot  this  peculiar  sedative  action,  a  most  valuable  therapeutic 
agent .  It  proves  equally  efficient  in  the  treatment  ot  the  sympathetic  disorders  incident  to 
pregnancy,  where  a  nervine  or  sedative  is  demanded,  and  in  a  large  class  of  non-puerperal  dis- 
eases of  women.  The  use  of  viburnum  in  this  last  mentioned  class  of  case?  deserves  more  at- 
tention than  it  has  hitherto  received,  and  will  occupy  the  remaining  portion  of  this  brief  paper. 

It  could  net  be  otherwise,  than  that  a  remedy  which  is  known  to  exercise  such  a  potent 
effect  upon  the  pregnant  uterus,  must  be  of  much  service  in  many  affections  of  the  non-pregnant 
woman. 

I  was  long  since  let  to  believe  fully,  from  a  series  of  experiments  in  test  cases,  that  we  pos- 
sess in  viburnum  a  remedy  as  valuable  in  gynaecology,  as  it  has  proven  in  obstetrics. 

The  profession  has  heard  so  much  of  surgical  gynaecology  during  the  past  decade  and  a 
half,  through  the  channels  of  the  press,  and  of  the  bnlliant  exploits  of  eminent  men,  and  by 
which  men  are  made  eminent,  that  gynaecological  therapeutics  has  occupied  an  insignificant 
field.  There  seems  to  be  at  the  present,  very  happily,  a  disposition  to  place  a  higher  estimate 
upon  constitutional  measures  in  the  management  of  diseases  peculiar  to  woman,  than  has  been 
of  late  years  the  fashion  among  speciahsts  in  this  department. 

The  successful  gynaecologist  of  to-day  is  a  phvsician  as  well  as  a  surgeon,  and  while  be- 
lieving in  the  value  of  many  remedies  as  old  as  medicine  itself,  he  hails  with  pleasure  any  new 
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fh^^npntir  a^ent  esoeciallv  when  it  has  already  stood  the  test  of  a  careful,  thorough  trial,  in 

both\nTrirara"odtiSpLlS!\S^^  is  a  valualle  acquisition  to  the  gyn.colo- 

^'^'l  wiSd  g":  as  a  general  statement  concerning  the  uses  of  viburnum,  that  it  is  serviceable" 
in  all  uterine  djorderscharact^^^^^^^^  systemic  causes,  as  e.  ^..thatin 

In  menorrhagia,  or  metrorrhagia  <?^P^^^^^^^^^  malarial  diseases,  it  is  pecu^ 

phthisis  organic  diseases  ^^thp  heart  hepatic  d^^  ^^  ^1^^  ^^^^rary 

liar  applicable.    'J  here  is  no  depressing  ef^^/^^^^"^^'^"^";^  Patients  tor  whom  I  have  pre- 

it  is  a  gratelul  tonic.serving  to  stimulate  1^  'f  ^Jf  °  ^^f ^^^^^  repeaSly  spoken  ot  its  pleaslnt, 
scribed-  it  without  Informing    hem   fo^^  ^^  multiplicity  of  ner- 

stimulating  effects.     In  t^^e  metrorrnagia  inciueui  lu  luc  viburnum  has  proven  very  ben e- 

vous  derangements  from  which  women  «"f f/ ,^' ^ J^^^Sf  ■  JJ^^^^^^  not  answer  to 

ficial.    It  W.11  modify  ^beli^morrhap  caused  b^mernegro^^^^  ^^^^ 

claim  for  it.  :n  this  class  of  cases  J^l^f  IT  ^^^^P'^J/Xre  the  patient  is  in  a^  feeble  condition,  I  ■ 
wheiYrgotmfull  ^sej«  isj^^^^^^^  proportion,  with  gratifying 

JeTuC  ?have  nevtlfoSn  p3  uterine  contraction  to  be  produced  by  viburnum  alone,  nor 
do  I  think  that  oxytocic  ^tiects  can  be  a^'buted  to  it^  attention  was  first  di- 

Viburnum  is  serviceable  also  m  certa  a  ^rms  of  dismenorrhoe^  of  a  patient  for  whom  I  had 
rected.to  its  worth  in  this  afiec^^^^^^^^^ 
prescribed  it  for  a  profuse  menstrual  aiscnarge.   5="*;  *f'''+r.ro  pnoh  and  that  there  was  not  only  a 

fhe  menstrual  periods,  \!f-f^,^^'Jl^'ZJnSnl^^^^^^^  t^^^  »*  ^^^ 

diminution  in  the  quantity  of  blocd,  but  that  °^fPf^f  ,^7^^;^  ^"  „  siven  viburnum  atone  such 
been  before  for  years.  This  remark  -^f/^^g^^t'l^' ^f '^i^^^L^^'^arrived  at  the  following  con- 
a  thorough  trial  in  the  various  to^-^^^f  dysmenorrhea  «i^t  ^  ^^^^^S^^  vLmum.  if  ad- 

clusions:  In  all  forms  of  <Sysme°«"-^^^. f/i"°^^i^,r i,  S  as^^^^^^^  continuance  of  the 

ministered  for  several  days  in  advance  ot  ^^^P^I^^f^^^^^^^  a  scanty  flow, 

discharge,  affords  (he  patient  f^f/^^^V/- ,^,^^[' ^^^^^  any  mechanical  obstruction, 

''"^iTthat  form  ot  dysmenorrhea  with  menoi^hagia^^^^^^^^^^^ 

and  twisting  the  uterine  canal,  viburnum,  in  combination  with  ergot,  nas  pruv 

much  more  so  then  either  remedy  ifgiy^n  ^'tf"".^  the  otnei.  of  viburnum,  war- 

The  period  of  years  during  which  the  writer  Jas  made  almost  <la^  use  o  v  '^^.^^ 

rants  him  in  speaking  confidently  with  regard  to  the  ^^^sjiUs  lollowing  its  u^^^^ 
physiological  and  therapeutic  action  he  is  content  at  present  J«  Pf  ^ f^^^^^' rsede  or  supply  the 

It  is  not  claimed  for  it  that  it  possesses  merits  ^^a^  J  \l "Sinistra t?on   is  always  followed 
place  ot  many  surgical  procedures  m  gynaecology,  or  that  its  administrauon  i«         y 

followed  by  the  desired  result.  ^„in«hlp  arauisition  to  our  list  ot  curative  agents, 

The  fact,  however,  remains,  that  it  is  a  valuable  ^a/=^^^^.^™^^^^         ot  women, 
and  is  deser^^ng  of  more  general  use  in  the  treatment  of  certam  aflections 

Preparation. 
Fluid  ExtracW  fo  1  drachm  three  or  lour  times  a  day  is  the  usual  dose.     A  diachm  may 

be  given  every  three  hours  in  urgent  cases. 
Administration. 
When  the  habit  of  abortion  is  formed,  give  the  usual  dose  of  the  fluid  extract  lour  tim^s  a 
day,  beginning  at  least  two  days  before  the  menstrual  date  and  continmngdm.ngand^^^ 
altl;  thf  flow      W  here  there  are  indications  that  abortion  is  imminent,  give  teaspoonful 
every  two  or  three  hours. 


COCA. 

Habitat,  South  Amemca, 

Botanical  Name,  Coca  Erythroxylon.  Medicinal  Part,  The  leaves. 

Local  or  Common  Name,   Coca.  ,     ,   .       .v       »*^„f^nr.  nf  thfl  nbvsiolofflBt  is 

One   of  the  most  remarkable   phenomena  -^i^^t^  weH  a  Sned  factThl^^^ 
the  action  ot  stimulants  on  the  human  organism.       It  is  a  wen  ^  ^^^  inclinations  of 

capable  of  supporting  the  organism  in  t^«  f ««°°«  "In  .hrn'r  use 'itls  certain  that  nations  of  the 
individuals  may  have  been,  or  siiU  are.  "^'tl^^^SY  i^«t  wUhout  them!  Von  Bibra,  in  his  pre- 
past  and  the  present  cannot,  or  at  any  rate  do  not,  «^'«*X*^^" VmeT the  following:  "  Coffee 
face  to  "Die  Narkotischen  Genuss-Mittel  und  der  Mensch  ^^^J^^^Varaguay  tea  it  consumed 
leaves,  in  the  form  of  infusions,  are  taken  by  3,000,000  J^™?:°  J^'.^'^ory,  either  pure  or  mixed 
by  10,000,000  ;  coca  by  as  many ;  betel  is  chewed  by  l^Of  0-^00  «^^^^^^^^^  by  50:000.000  ;  300,- 
With  coffee,  by  40,000,000  ;  cacao,  either  as  chocolate  or  i^^  f^^^  ^^^^  ^  drunk  by  500,000,000  ; 
000,000  eat  or  smoke  haschish ;  400,000.000  use  op-^ '  ^^^^^^^^^^  the  use  o^  tobacco,  chiefly 
coffee  by  100.000,000.     All  known  peoples  of  the  earth  are  addict eaj  ^^^  exception 

in  the  form  of  smokinjr,  otherwise  by  snuffing  or  ^^^^r'^f-  ,,,^H„eT)Xr;  In  corroboration 
of  cacao,  perhaps  none  of  these  substances  has  any  direct  nutritive  power. 
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of  the  above  figures  stand  the  reports  concerning  production,  consumption  and  taxation  of  these 
a;rticles,  from  which  a  fair  inference  can  be  easily  drawn  by  anybody  doubting  Von  Bibra's  ac 
curacy. 

The  Erythroxylon  Coca  is  a  shrub  about  six  feet  high,  with  bright  green  leaves  and  white 
blossoms.  The  latter  are  succeeded  by  small  scarlet  berries  ;  the  former  are  described  as  shaped 
similarly  to  the  leaf  of  the  cherry-tree.  In  the  tables  accompanying  Von  Bibra's  work,  some 
specimens  are  shown  in  nature-print  {Naturselbstdruck).  They  appear  to  be  considerably  smaller 
than  cherry-leaves,  although  in  shape  not  unlike  them.  The  coca  is  raised  for  tlie  seed,  in 
garden  beds,  called  almazigas.  It  requires  humidity  ;  therefore  maize  is  sown  between  the  m,a- 
tas,  or  young  shoots,  to  screen  them  from  the  too  great  influence  of  the  sun.  When  the  leaves 
are  ripe — that  is  to  say,  when,  on  being  bent,  they  crack  or  break  oflF  the  gathering  commences 
and  they  are  stripped  from  the  branches,  a  task  usually  performed  by  women.  The  plant,  thus 
rendered  leafless,  is  soon  again  covered  with  verdant  foliage.  The  color  of  the  leaves  when 
dried  is  a  pale  green.  The  drying  demands  great  care  and  attention,  for,  if  they  imbibe  damp; 
they  become  dark,  and  then  a  lower  price  is  obtained  then  when  they  are  green.  ' '' 

The  Indians  masticate  the  coca  generally  in  combination  with  some  alkaline  substance, 
which  they  carry  in  a  small  flask  gourd,  called  the  ishcupuru-^  a  pouch,  called  the  huallqui,  or 
the  chuspa,  contains  a  supply  of  coca  leaves.  Unslaked  lime  pulverized  is  usually  taken  with 
the  herb.  In  Geiro  de  Pasco,  and  in  places  still  farther  south,  the  Indians  use,  instead  of  this, 
a  preparation  of  the  pungent  ashes  of  the  quinine.  This  preparation  is  called  "  llucta  "  or 
"Uipta." 

>     In  experimenting  upon  himself.  Dr.  Mantegazza  states  that  an  infusion  of  coca  will  increase 
the  action  of  the  heart  to  lour  times  its  normal  standard ;  while  cocf)a,  tea,  coffee  and  warm  wa- 
ter only  double  it.     By  taking  an  infusion  piepared  from  3  dr.  of  the  leaves,  a  feverish  condition 
was  produced,  with  increased  heat  of  the  skin,  palpitation   of  the  heart,  flashes,  headache,  and"' 
vertigo,  while  the  pulse  rose  from  70  to  143.      A  peculiar  roaring  noise  in   the  ear,  a  desire  to" 
run  about,  and  an  apparent  enlargement  of  the  intellectual  horizon,   indicated  that  the  specific 
influence  upon  the  brain  had  commenced.      A  peculiar,  hardly  describable  feeling  of  increased, 
strengih,  agility,  and  impulse  to  exertion  follows  ;  it  is  the  first  symptom  of  the  intoxication',^ ' 
which  is,  however,  quite  different  from  the  exaltation  produced  by  alcoholics.     While  the  latter 
manifests  itself  by  increased  but  irregular  action  on  the  muscles,  the  individual  intoxicated  by 
coca  feels  but  a  gradually  augmented  vigor,  and  a  desire  to  spend  his  newly-acquired  strength 
in  active  labor.     After  some  time  the  intellectual  sphere  participates  in  this  general  exaltation, 
while  the  sensibility  seems  to  be  hardy  influenced ;  the  effect  is  thus  quite  different  from  that 
by  coffee,  and  resembles  in  some  degree  that  of  opium.      Dr.  Mantegazza  could,  in  this  excited' 
condit  on,  write  with  ease  and  regularity.      After  he  had  taken  4  dr.,  he  was  seized  with  the 
peculiar  feeling  of  being  isolated  from  the  external  world  ;   and  with  an  irresistible  inclination 
to  gymnastic  exercise,   he  j  umped  upon  the  writing-table,   moving  about  with  ease,  without 
breaking  the  lamp  or  other  objects  upon  it.     In  his  normal  condition,  the  learned  doctor  is  by 
no  means  given  to  gymnastic  exercise.  After  this,  a  state  of  torpidity  came  on,  accompanied  by 
a  feeling  of  intense  comfort — consciousness  being  all  the  time  perfectly  clear — and  by  an  instinc--  ■ 
tive  wish  not  to  move  a  limb  during  the  whole  day,  not  even  a  finger.     During  this  sensation  '^' 
sleep  sets  in,  attended  by  odd  and  rapidly-changing  dreams.      It  may  last  a  whole  day  without 
leaving  a  debility  or  indisposition  of  any  kind.     Dr.  Mantegazza  increased  the  dose  to  18  dr.  in 
one  day  ;  his  pulse  rose  in  consequence  of  it  to  134.       Three  hours  of  sleep  Fufficed  to  set  him 
right  again,  so  that  he  was  able  to  follow  his  daily  occupation  without  the  least  indisposition  ; 
on  the  contrary,  even  with  unusual  facility.      He  had  astained  for  forty  hours  from  food  of  any 
kind,  and  the  meals  then  taken  were  very  well  digested.     During  the  last  stage  of  intoxication, 
and  in  the  moment  when  the  delirium  was  most  intense,  he  described  his  feelings  to  several  9!  , 
his  collegues,  who  were  watching  him,  as  being  most  exquisite,  ten  years  with  coca  being  pre- 
ferable to  a  million  of  centuries  without. — From  the  "Food  Journal." 

Physiological    Effects    of    Coca.      A    correspondent    of   the    Lancet,    a    physician' 
states    that    the    use    of  tincture    of   coca,   in    a    two-ounce   dose,    corrected    the    "unruly 
throbbing"    of   his    heart,    which    had     been    wont     to    interfere    with    his    accuracy    of; 
aim    in    fowling.  This     writer     had     previously     taken      the     tincture    in    doses    of 

one  half  ounce  and  one  ounce  without  perceptible  effect ;  but,  having  on  the  third  day  increased 
the  dose  to  two  ounces,  his  composure  was  perfect  at  the  critical  moment.     "As  soon  as  the 
dogs  pointed,"  he  writes,  "  I  expected  the  usual  inward  commotion,  with  its  usual  results  ;  but 
to  my  surprise,  nothing  of  the  kind  happened.     '  Eureka !  '  I  said  to  myself,  '  the  coca  has  made  , 
me  a  steady  shot.'     So   in  fact  it  subsequently  proved.       Judged  by  the  effects  described,"  he 
continues,  "  coca  would  seem  to  be  inhibitory  as  regards  the  action  of  the  heart.     Whether  this 
result  is  produced  by  indirect  action  through  the  mental  functions  upon  the  drug  is  said  to  act, 
remains  to  be  proved."     Another  correspondent  of  the  same  journal,  not  a  physician,  states  that,,, 
while  travelling  in  Bolivia  at  great  altitudes,  such  as  from  13,000  to  14,000  feet  above  the  sea- 
level,  he  experienced  marked  benefit  from  eating  the  leaves.      Nearly  all  travellers  on  the  Pe- 
ruvian and  Bolivian  Andes  use  the  drug  as' a  remedy  for  that  effect  on  the  brain  and  lungs,  pro- 
duced by  rarefied  air,  which  in  South  America  is  called  zorroehe.    One  use  to  which  it  is  put  by 
the  Indians  is  that  of  a  "  pick-me-up  "  after  a  debauch  on  alcoholic  fiuids.       In   Bolivia   it   is 
generally  eaien  with  a  paste  made  of  wood-ashes  and  potato.     The  writer  propounds  the  belief 
that  the  leaf  loses  its  virtue  in  transmission.    This  is  quite  possible.      It  is  an  undoubted  fact;,, 
that  the  Cannabis  Indica,  for  instance,  loses  its  potency  in  crossing  the  sea.      It   would  seem  .\ 
desirable  that  a  certain  quantity  of  the  coca-leaves  should,  if  possible,  be  packed  in  an  air-tight    , 
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case.     The  price  of  coca  at  La  Paz,  where  the  best  is  procured,  was  last  year  sixteen  dollars  per 
acket  of  twenty-five  pounds. — Popular  Science  Review. 

M.  Colpaert,  in  a  paper  on  the  subject  {Bull.  Soe.  de  Accl.),  says  that  often  when  passing  the 
grand  chain  of  the  Andes  he  has  chewed  coca  to  combat  the  cold,  and  always  with  the  best  effect. 
The  leaves  have  a  bitter  taste,  but  do  not  burn  the  tongue,  as  is  alleged  Those  who  use  it  con- 
tinually, and  with  "  llipta,"  have  an  insupportable  smeU.  The  first  time  he  tasted  it  he  felt, 
after  a  few  minutes,  slight  shiverings  of  fever ;  the  blood  mounted  to  his  head  and  pressed 
forcibly  on  the  temples.  He  felt  this  for  about  ten  minutes,  after  which  a  complete  reaction" 
took  place,  and  he  experienced  from  head  to  foot  a  pleasant  and  agreeable  heat.  Arrived  in  the 
morning  at  his  resting-place,  he  took  coca  in  the  shape  of  tea  before  going  to  sleep,  only  throw- 
ing away  the  first  steeping  and  drinking  the  second  vvater  of  infusion.  Notwithstanding  the 
snow  and  the  intensity  of  the  cold,  he  experienced  a  pleasant  heat,  perspiring  so  freely  as  to 
wet  the  mattress. 

The  Indians  attribute  to  coca  many  virtues,  and  employ  it  in  difiFerent  forms.  It  is  for  them 
an  indispensable  and  favorite  sustenance,  for  the  deprivation  of  every  other  substance  is  less 
felt  than  that  of  his  favorite  coca. 

Every  traveller  passing  through  the  country  should  lay  in  a  stock,  for  it  is  the  best  medium 
of  currency,  and  that  most  appreciated  among  the  Indians.  Often  in  the  mountains  not,  a  thing 
could  be  obtained  with  dollars  or  coin  of  any  kind,  but  a  handful  of  coca  will  act  on  the  Indians 
like  a  talisman,  and  for  it  he  will  place  his  hut  and  all  it  contains  at  your  disposal.  They  also 
use  coca  leaves  for  every  external  malady,  whether  it  be  a  cut  in  the  hand,  to  stop  hemorrhage, 
to  heal  ulcers  and  boils,  or  for  neuralgia  and  headache.  In  the  latter  case,  a  moistened  piece 
of  coca  is  applied  to  each  temple,  and  whether  it  be  superstition  or  reality,  an  immediate  relief 
is  said  to  be  obtained.  The  following  narration  of  the  virtues  attributed  to  coca  by  the  Indians 
was  told  M.  Colpaert  by  actual  witnesses  of  the  proceedings  : 

In  one  of  his  lattei  journeys  to  Vilcabamba,  one  of  the  richest  mineral  districts  of  Peru,  he 
arrived  in  the  town  at  the  moment  when  they  were  carrying  out  of  his  home  one  of  the  miners 
who  for  many  years  had  been  aiflicted  with  a  dreadful  malady,  which  defied  all  the  efforts  of 
medical  skill  to  cure.  His  body  was  covered  with  external  ulcers,  and  the  imfortunate  had  been 
given  over  as  incurable,  and  suJBfering  martyrdom,  implored  to  be  put  to  death.  An  old  Indian, 
who  had  formerly  worked  under  his  orders,  demanded  permission  to  untertake  his  cure,  which 
was  granted.  The  patient  was  laid  on  the  floor  of  the  room,  stripped,  and  half  a  dozen  Indians 
commenced  chewing  coca  and  llipta,  singing  and  dancing  around  him  with  strong  cabalistic 
actions.  After  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  the  leaves  had  been  sufficiently  masticated  and 
impregnated  with  saliva,  induced  by  the  abundant  foam,  they  again  commenced  dancing  around 
and  spitting  on  the  body  of  the  unfortunate.  This  lasted  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  each  In- 
dian placed  his  quid  of  chewed  coca  on  the  ulcers  of  the  patient,  who  was  then  enveloped  in 
cloths  and  left  to  repose.  The  same  scene  was  renewed  erery  two  days,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
month  the  patient,  who  was  named  Gonzales,  was  thoroughly  cured.  Ttis  treatment  took  place 
in  1850,  and  he  was  living  eleven  years  after,  when  M.  Colpaert  wrote  his  narrative. 

From  experiments,  made  repeatedly  on  himself,  and  on  other  individuals.  Dr.  Mantegazza 
draws  the  following  conclusions  : 

1.  The  leaves  of  the  coca,  chewed  or  taken  in  a  weak  infusion,  have  a  stimulating  effect 
upon  the  nerves  of  the  stomach,  and  thereby  facilitate  digestion  very  much.  2.  In  a  large  dose 
coca  increases  the  animal  heat  and  augments  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and  consequently  of 
respiration.  3.  In  a  medium  dose,  three  to  four  drachms,  it  excites  the  nervous  system  in  such 
a  manner,  that  the  movements  of  the  muscles  are  made  with  greater  ease — then  it  produces  a 
calming  effect.  4.  Used  in  a  large  dose  it  causes  delirium,  halluciations,  and  finally  concestion 
of  the  brain. 

The  most  prominent  property  of  coca,  which  is  hardly  to  be  found  in  any  other  remedy, 
consists  in  the  exalting  effect  it  produces,  calling  out  the  power  of  the  organism  without  leaving 
afterwards  any  sign  of  debility.  The  coea  is  in  this  respect  one  of  the  most  powerful  nervines 
and  analeptics.  These  experiments,  as  well  as  the  circumstance  that  the  natives  have  used  the 
coca,  from  the  earliest  period  as  a  remedy  in  dyspepsia,  flatulency  and  colic,  have  induced  Dr. 
Mantega/za,  and  several  of  his  colleagues  in  South  America  and  Europe,  to  employ  the  leaves  of 
the  coca  in  a  variety  of  cases,  partly  as  masticatory,  partly  in  powder,  as  infusion,  as  alcoholico- 
aqueous  extract  in  the  dose  of  ten  to  fifteen  grains  in  pills,  and  as  a  clyster.  Dr.  Manieirazza 
has  used  coca  with  most  excellent  results  in  dyspepsia,  gastralgia,  and  entralgia  ;  he  employed 
it  not  lesfi  frequently  in  cases  great  of  debility  following  typlius  fever,  scurvy,  anaemic  conditions, 
etc.,  and  in  hysteria  and  hypochondriasis,  even  if  the  latter  had  increased  to  weariness  of  life. 
The  coca  might  also  be  employed  with  gr^at  benefit  in  mental  diseases  where  some  physicians 
prescribe  opium.  Of  its  sedative  effect  in  spinal  irritation,  idiopathic  convulsions,  nervous  ere- 
thism, the  author  haJs  fully  convinced  himself  He  proposes  its  use  in  the  highest  dose  in  cases 
of  hydrophobia  and  tetanus.  It  is  a  popular  opinion  that  coca  is  a  reliable  aphrodisiac  ;  the  au- 
thor has,  however,  observed  only  two  cases  in  which  a  decided  influence  upon  the  sexual  system 
was  perceived. 

Dr.  Mantegazza,  finally,  recommends  this  remarkable  plant,  which  could  be  easily  intro- 
duced into  trade,  to  the  profession  for  further  physiological  and  therapeutical  experiments,  and 
adds  th«  full  history  of  eighteen  cases  by  which  the  medicinal  virtues  of  the  remedy  are  proved 
to  satisfaction. — London  PTiwm.  Jov/rnai,  from  Oeaterreichisohe  Zeitschrift  fur  praktische  Heil- 
kunde. 
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Dr.  Isaac  Ott  writes  to  the  Medical  Record  the  following  upon  Coca  and  its  alkaloid 
Cocain  :  After  a  small  dinner,  with  a  cup  of  coffee,  I  masticated  Coca,  swallowing  leaves 
and  saliva.  First,  increased  salivation ;  warmth  of  buccal  mucous  membrane,  which  ex- 
tended to  stomach ;  the  taste  of  leaves  at  first  rather  bitterish,  but  at  length  sweetish  ;  numb- 
ness of  buccal  mucous  membrane ;  the  heat  of  the  skin  seemed  increased,  and  the  physical 
forces  seemed  greater.  In  thirty -five  minutes  a  slight  disposition  to  move  about.  In  two 
hours  and  a  half  ten  grammes  eaten,  and  some  intoxication  present;  co-ordination  some- 
what impaired ;  muscular  strength  seemed  weakened ;  a  sort  of  paresis ;  disposition  to  be 
left  alone ;  going  into  reverie,  with  frontal  pain;  tinnitus  aurium ;  ears  feel  as  if  I  had  been 
blowing  a  wind  instrument ;  pupil  slightly  dilated.  In  three  hours,  somnolency ;  frontal 
pain  and  fulness  about  ears  continues  ;  disposition  to  close  eyelids ;  general  numbness  of 
whole  body.  In  three  hours  and  twenty-five  minutes  29  cubic  centimetres  of  water  taken; 
mouth  is  hot  and  dry ;  nervous  urine  passed.  In  three  liourR  and  forty-five  minutes,  general 
numbness  ;  reveries ;  holding  of  respiration,  as  in  deep  thought.  In  four  hours  I  have  taken 
19^^  grammes  of  Coca ;  the  remaining  were  chewed,  and  the  saliva  only  swallowed;  somno- 
lency disappeared ;  mind  bright  and  clear.  In  five  hours,  I  have  taken  28  grammes ;  pupU 
more  dilated  ;  slight  supper  taken,  no  coffee,  but  water;  the  supper  seemed  to  bring  down 
the  action  of  the  Coca.  In  seven  hours  and  forty  minutes,  the  Coca  being  gradually  chewed, 
frontal  headache  returns  with  fulness  of  ears.  In  eight  hours  and  forty-five  minutes,  60 
grammes  of  Coca  have  been  chewed  ;  loquacity  ;  eyes  brilliant  and  moist ;  at  length  speech 
becomes  thick ;  am  in  high  spirits  and  full  of  hopes.  In  ten  hours  and  fifteen  minutes  fron- 
tal headache  again  coming  on ;  drowsiness ;  then  retire,  but  am  unable  to  sleep.  After  a 
few  hours,  deep  sleep  comes  on,  but  is  disturbed  and  not  prolonged.  Arise  at  7.30  a.  m.  ; 
pale  face ;  eyes  seem  dry ;  lips  bluish;  take  a  light  breakfeast  without  coffee.  Since  10.30 
p.  M.  last  night  have  had  frontal  pain  ;  sensation  in  mouth  still  blunted.  At  dinner  took 
three  cups  of  coffee,  which  relieved  me,  but  headache  came  on  during  the  afternoon ;  taste 
blunted  during  the  whole  day. 

Coca  on  man  increases  the  pulse,  elevates  the  temperature,  dilates  the  pupil,  and  de- 
creases the  amount  of  water  used  and  chloride  of  sodium  excreted  by  the  kidneys. 

Observations  made  with  Cocain  on  lower  animals  gave  the  following  results : 

In  small  and  large  doses  it  causes  loss  of  co-ordination  and  decrease  of  motor  power; 
it  does  not  paralyze  the  anterior  columns  of  the  spLoal  cord. 

In  small  doses  it  increases  the  sensibility,  which  causes  general  convulsions  upon  irri- 
tation.    Large  doses  abolish  the  functions  of  the  posterior  columns  and  sensory  nerves. 

When  gradually  introduced  in  the  system,  it  kills  by  stoppage  of  respiration.  It  redu- 
ces the  pulse  and  arterial  tension  momentarily  and  afterwards  increases  them.  This  effect 
is  a  result  of  an  action  on  the  heart  and  vaso-motor  centre.  It  does  not  paralyze  either  the 
pneumogastrics  or  the  vaso-motor  centre  situated  in  the  brain. 

It  first  excites  and  then  paralyzes  the  centres  of  respii'ation. 

The  pupil  is  dilated,  and  the  temperature  after  a  depression  rises. 

On  striated  muscles  the  course  of  contraction,  as  registered  by  Marey's  comparative  myo- 
graph, is  similar  to  that  with  veratria. 

If  Coca  and  Cocain  are  compared  with  coffee  and  caffein  in  their  physiological  action, 
the  result  will  be  that  they  are  very  similar,  and  that  Coca  and  its  alkaloid  should  be  classed 
amongst  the  excitants,  of  which  coffee  is  the  chief  example. 

From  a  pamphlet  on  Coca  Leaf^  by  Manuel  A.  Fuentes,  of  Lima,  Peru,  and  translated 
for  the  Chemist  and  Druggist,  by  P.  L.  Simmonds,  we  make  the  following  selections  : 

The  leaves  are  gathered  when  they  have  attained  their  full  development,  which  is  about 
4  centimetres  in  length.  They  have  then  acquired  a  certain  degree  of  consistency,  the 
green  color — resembling  the  emerald — of  the  upper  surface  and  the  pale  under  side  of  the 
leaf  are  in  their  full  brilliancy.  About  this  time  they  will  almost  drop  themselves.  During 
the  gathering  great  care  must  be  taken  not  to  injure  the  young  leaf-buds,  or  they  will  dry 
up,  and  the  second  crop  of  leaves  be  diminished.  They  ought  to  be  gathered  leaf  by  leaf, 
holding  the  bough  with  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  and  collecting  with  those  of  the  right 
hand. 

In  taking  his  Coca  the  Indian  seats  himself  leisurely,  and  opening  his  bag,  introduces 
leaf  by  leaf  into  his  mouth.  He  chews  it,  and  with  his  tongue  forms  it  into  a  kind  of  ball, 
which  he  lodges  in  the  side  of  his  mouth,  like  a  quid  of  tobacco.  He  then  moistens  with 
his  saliva  the  end  of  a  small  stick,  which  he  introduces  into  a  little  calabash  containing 
lime  or  wood  ashes,  formed  of  the  burnt  stems  of  the  Ckenopodium  Quinoa,  and  licks  this 
stick  two  or  three  times.  They  generally  take  Coca  three  times  during  the  day  ;  the  first 
time  before  commencing  their  work,  the  second  about  the  middle  of  their  task,  and  the  third 
some  time  after  completing  their  labor. 

For  a  long  time  the  reputed  virtues  of  the  leaf  were  scouted  as  fabulous,  but  later,  the 
results  of  experience,  the  impartiality  of  the  celebrated  historians,  and  the  authority  of  a 
great  number  of  scientific  men  corroborated  the  facts  set  forth  as  to  the  benefit  of  this 
custom  of  the  Indians. 
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They  also  cited  in  favor  of  these  opinions  the  herbs  known  under  the  n&me  o(  Hipise, 
E^amia,  Alimnia,  etc.,  to  which  Pliny  and  other  old  naturalists  attributed  similar  virtues. 

The  incontestable  facts  which  experience  affords  as  to  the  virtues  of  Coca  may,  accord- 
ing to  Sefior  Fuentes,  be  divided  into  two  classes  :  those  relating  to  healthy  persons,  and 
those  concerning  ailing  or  sickly  individuals.  It  has  been  admitted  that  the  Indians  of  the 
mountains,  who  among  the  natives  of  Peru  are  most  given  to  the  use  of  Coca,  are  those  who 
endure  the  hardest  labor,  such  as  : — 

1.  Mining  operations.  The  mines  are  almost  all  situated  in  the  coldest  parts  of  the 
Cordilleras.  There  the  Indians  work  night  and  day,  the  pickaxe  or  the  shovel  in  their  hand, 
to  detach  the  minerals,  which  they  carry  on  their  shoulders  through  long  and  deep  subter- 
ranean passages,  or  they  stamp  with  their  feet  masses  of  mineral  from  which  they  have  to, 
extract  the  metal.  All  the  rest  they  get  during  this  incessant  toil  is  to  lie  down,  turn  by 
turn,  on  a  skin  covered  with  a  poncho,  to  snatch  a  few  moments  of  repose,  and  chew  their 
portion  of  Coca  leaf. 

2.  The  postal  service.  Bearing  a  case  ot  letters  on  their  shoulders,  they  may  be  seen 
undertaking  with  celerity  journeys  of  hundreds  of  miles,  traversing,  to  shorten  their  route, 
deserts  and  rugged  Cordilleras.  These  unfortunate  Indians  suffer  from  all  the  injuries  of  the 
rarified  air,  which  exercises  a  most  severe  effect  on  a  half-naked  man,  obliged  to  traverse  the 
rocks  and  desserts  of  the  Sierras  or  mountainous  regions.  His  only  shelter  and  chance  of 
repose,  when  snow  storms  surprise  him  or  fatigue  overcomes  him,  is  to  take  refuge  in  some 
cavern  or  under  some  projection  of  rock,  where,  reclining  on  the  frozen  ground,  he  snatches 
a  few  hours  of  sleep. 

3.  The  occupation  of  shepherd.  The  Indian  generally  pastures  his  wool-bearing  ani- 
mals of  the  alpaca  tribe  on  the  bleak  palpas,  which  produce  scarcely  anything  but  a  coarse 
kind  of  grass  called  locally  "  hichu."  The  rigor  of  the  climate  rejiders,  these  mountain 
shepards  as  black  as  Ethopians.  ,.)<■,,  i 

4.  Irrigation.  When  the  Indians  are  obliged  to  water  their  fields  during  the  night,  in 
the  middle  of  the  rigors  of  winter,  and  on  the  most  elevated  plateaux,  they  are  often  many 
hours  knee-deep  in  water,  and  exposed  like  their  comrades  to  the  cutting  blast  of  a  cold 
and  penetrating  wind.  .     , 

For  resisting  all  these  fatigues  and  the  inclemencies  of  the  seasons,  the  Indians  have  no 
other  food  than  a  handful  of  maize,  a  few  potatoes,  and  their  pouch  of  Coca  leaves.  They 
never  eat  flesh  unless  it  is  given  them,  which  is  rarely,  as  they  respect  the  lives  of  their  flocks 
as  their  own. — TJie  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

,  Dr.  Ignacio  Flores  having  seen  an  Indian  of  the  tribe  ot  the  Canaris,  who  was  employed 
in  the  postal  service,  between  Chuquisaca  and  La  Paz,  in  Bolivia,  that  is  a  distance  of  over" 
100  leagues,  with  no  other  provisions  with  him  than  a  few  grains  of  roasted  maize,  a  few 
cakes  of  chuno,  or  frost-dried  potatoes,  not  weighing  together  two  pounds,  and  his  bag  of 
Coca  leaves,  declared  that  there  was  not  a  monk  or  hermit  in  the  World  so  austere  or  ab- 
stinent. This  frugality,  and  this  hardihood  to  fatigue,  the  very  recital  of  which  makes  one 
shudder,  have  been  attributed  by  many,  not  to  the  use  of  Coca,  but  to  the  training  and  edu- 
cation, as  it  were,  of  the  Indians.  This  assertion,  however,  may  be  easily  rejected  by  having 
regard  to  the  following  facts  : 

1.  The  Indian  has  naturally  a  voracious  appetite  whenever  he  is  brought  into  contact 
with  anyone  generous  enough  to  feed  him. 

2.  A  great  many  Spaniards,  who  could  not  support  the  labors  of  the  mines  and  the 
inclemency  of  the  Cordillera,  having  taken  to  the  regular  use  of  Coca,  have  forthwith  acquir- 
ed the  Herculean  force  of  the  Indians. 

3.  When  the  natives  give  up  the  use  of  the  Coca,  and  change  their  ordinary  food  sy- 
stem, they  lose  that  ancient  vigor  and  power  which  enables  them  to  resist  fatigue  and  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather. 

4.  Notwithstanding  the  rigorous  prevention  of  the  use  of  Coca  in  Tucuman,  the  habit 
of  chewing  the  leaf  is  clandestinely  practised,  because  it  is  alone  found  to  give  to  the  mu- 
leteers the  power  of  resisting  the  rigors  of  the  icy  plateaux  of  Lipes,  and  of  prolonged  night 
watches  to  prevent  the  mules  they  are  transporting  to  Peru  from  straying. 

5.  During  the  prolonged  siege  which  the  rebel  Indians  carried  on  in  1871,  against  the^^^ 
town  of  La  Paz  in  Bolivia,  the  inhabitants  had  no  other  food  left  than  leather,  unclea.n  ani- 
mals, etc.,  and  having  to  watch  at  night  in  the  trenches  during  a  rigorous  winter,  to  repulse 
the  attacks  of  the  Indians,  a  great  many  took  to  the  use  of  Coca  as  the  only  means  of  avert- 
ing this  horrible  famine. 

Passing  now  to  the  beneficial  effects  of  Coca  on  the  sick  and  invalid,  facts  which  SeSor 
Fuentes  asserts,  experience  has  confirmed.  It  is  said  to  strengthen  the  gums  and  preserve 
the  teeth.  Taken  in  the  form  of  an  infusion,  like  tea.  it  excites  perspiration  and  soothes 
those  who  suffer  from  asthma.  Taken  either  in  infusion  or  chewed,  it  assists  the  functions 
of  the  stomach,  removes  obstructions,  and  cures  gripes  or  colic.  Applied  externally  in  fric- 
tion or  plasters,  it  allayes  rheumatic  pain  caused  by  the  cold. 

Our  author  further  asserts  that  it  cures  intermittent  fevers  in  the  dose  of  a  teaspoonful 
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of  sulphate  of  Cocaine,  and  ia  a  protection  against  syphilis.  This  last  allegation  is  probable, 
seeing  that  an  Indian  is  rarely  met  with  afflicted  with  venereal  diseases,  so  common  among 
whites  and  negroes. 

The  Jesuit  Father,  D.  Antonio  Julian,  has  written  a  work  under  the  title  of  "  The  Pearl 
of  America,"  in  which  he  treats  in  an  extended  manner  of  Coca.  He  asserts  that  this  plant 
possesses  all  the  useful  properties  already  cited.  He  cites  in  support  of  these  a  great  num- 
ber of  cases  where  jaundice  and  hypochondria  have  been  cured  by  it,  and  instances  a  mis- 
sionary well  versed  in  botany,  who  had  cured  this  last  malady  by  administering  infusions  of 
Coca  These,  then,  are  stated  to  be  fa.;ts  which  experience  has  furnished  as  to  the  efficacy 
of  Coca  when  used  either  in  health  or  disease.  The  properties  of  the  plant  deserve  prolonged 
and  careful  examination,  and  these  investigations  can  scarcely  be  properly  tested  unless 
with  fresh  samples  of  the  leaf,  and  impartial  inquiry  free  from  prejudice. —  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist. 

Coca,  a  curb  for  timidity.  Whatever  may  have  been  said  from  time  to  time  about  the 
eflfects  of  coca  on  the  human  system,  this  much  is  certain,  that  it  causes  timid  people,  who  are 
usually  ill  at  ease  in  society,  and  particularly  so  before  strangers,  to  appear  to  good  advantage 
under  these  circumstances.  In  other  words,  it  cures  bashfulness.  It  will  certainly  prove  of  in- 
stimable  value  to  that  class  of  people  who  have  made  themselves  bashful  and  cowardly  by  an 
abuse  of  the  sexual  organs,  as  well  as  to  those  who  are  by  nature  diffident.  It  also  prevents  weari- 
ness, either  mental  or  physical,  which  usually  follows  prolonged  or  severe  exercise.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  it  possesses  these  properties  in  a  high  degree,  as  any  one  can  readily  satisfy 
himself  by  experiment.  Its  eflfects  on  depression  of  spirits  are  what  might  be  expected  from 
a  drug  whose  action  is  energy-giving  and  bashfulness-curing.  It  is  probable  that  the  use 
of  an  excessive  quantity  of  it  might  prove  disastrous,  through  I  have  never  seen  any  bad 
eflfects  following  its  prolonged  use.  In  a  few  excitable  and  impressible  people,  it  has  some- 
times caused  a  twitching  of  the  muscular  fibres  in  difterent  parts  ot  the  body,  especially  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  epigastrium,  and  an  undue  sense  of  fulness  and  oppression  about 
the  head  and  chest,  and  a  "  rising-up-like  "  feeling  of  heart,  as  though  that  organ  was  try- 
ing to  get  into  the  throat. 

I  can  fully  substantiate  the  assertions  of  that  class  of  observers,  who  have  not  seen  any 
corresponding  mental  or  physical  depression  attending  its  after  aflects.  Its  action  may  be 
largely  increased  by  combining  it  with  an  alkali.  It  may  be  that  the  alkali  dissolves  some 
of  it  active  principles  that  otherwise  would  remain  undissolved.  At  my  request  a  liquor 
from  the  leaves  has  been  prepared,  using  an  alkali  in  solution  as  a  solvent.  It  is  convenient 
to  administer,  and  very  reliable  and  uniform  in  its  action.  The  use  of  coca  would  probably 
be  a  great  aid  to  diffident  speekers ;  in  fact,  I  am  convinced  that  it  would  be,  although  I 
have  seen  it  used  in  but  one  case  for  this  purpose.  From  what  I  know  of  its  action,  it  is 
with  a  feeling  of  regret  that  I  think  of  the  opinion  which  you  expressed  in  a  previous  num- 
ber of  the  Reporter,  since  that  will  probably  deter  many  from  attempting  to  ascertain  by 
personal  observation  its  therapeutical  properties. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter,  Philadelphia. 

ERYTHROXYIiON    CoCA    IN    THE    TREATMENT    OF    FeBRILE   DISEASES.         Dr.    McBeAKji: 

of  Newcastle,  refers  to  the  observations  of  Dr.  Ringer,  showing  that  in  all  febrile 
diseases,  with  the  exception  of  yellow  fever,  the  amount  of  urea  formed  is  ab- 
normally increased,  and  that  as  urea  represents  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  frame  (tissue  meta- 
morphosis), it  may  be  regarded  as  aflfording,  in  fever,  not  only  an  index  of  tae  severity  of 
the  disease,  but  also  a  direct  clew  to  an  exceedingly  important  line  of  treatment.  Dr. 
McBean  submits  that  as  throughout  the  duration  of  a  case,  say  of  typhus  lever,  there  is  pre- 
sent a  specific  morbific  agent  which  so  influences  the  sympathetic  nervous  system  as  to 
produce  or  permit  an  amount  of  tissue  metamorphosis  (indicated  by  the  increased  quantity 
of  urea  excreted),  not  only  incompatible  with  health,  but  most  probably  productive  of  the 
various  febrile  phenomena,  the  sum  ot  which  constitutes  this  disease ;  theretore,  to  restrain 
such  metamorphosis  until  the  morbific  agency  has  ceased  to  exist,  is  clearly  indicated  as 
the  most  desirable  end  to  accomplish  in  treatment.  To  accomplish  this  end  he  believes  we 
possess  a  very  efficient  remedy  in  coca,  the  dried  leaves  of  the  Erythroxylon  Coca.  Dr.  Mc- 
Bean gives  several  cases  in  which  good  recovery  took  place  after  the  use  of  coca.  He  states 
that  he  has  also  found  coca  of  great  service  in  both  acute  and  chronic  pneumonic  phthisis. 
Where  there  is  much  febrile  excitement  it  lowers  the  temperature,  and  restrains  or  materially 
alleviates  the  distressing  perspiration. — Br.  Med.  Jour. 

Preparations. 

Fluid  Extract — Dose,  from  two  to  four  flmd  drachms. 
Solid  Extract — Dose,  from  10  to  25  grains. 

Sugar-coated  Pills — Each  pill  con  tarns  three  grains  ot  the  Extract. 

A.  dmiuis  tr  atioxL. 

The  fluid  extract  may  be  combined,  with  advantage,  with  an  alkali. 
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PENTHORUM  SEDOIDES. 

Botanical  Name,  Penthorum  Sedoidea,  Habitat,  Tfie  United  States. 

lioeal  or  Conunon  Name,  Virginia  Stone  Orop.  Medicinal  Parts,    The  plant. 

This  remedy  bas  of  late  attracted  aotice  as  a  remedy  tor  catarrh,  pharyngitis,  catarrhal  la- 
ryngitis, chronic  bronchitis  with  increased  secretion,  and  in  catarrhal  affections  of  the  stomach 
and  bowels.    It  appears  to  be  demulcent,  laxative  and  somewhat  astringent  in  its  action. 

We  hope  this  remedy  will  be  pretty  generally  tested  this  summer,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  be 
found  a  most  valuable  one.  I  call  attention  to  it  now  that  our  physicians  may  learn  to  know 
it,  and  gather  a  supply  in  the  proper  season,  July  and  August,  or  even  earlier  in  the  Southern 
States.  I  judge  it  to  be  a  very  common  plant,  and  it  may  be  known  by  the  following  descrip- 
tion: 

Natural  Order — Crassulaceae.  Stem — erect,  from  twelve  to  eighteen  inches,  branched  and 
angular  above.  Leaves — lanceolate,  sessile,  or  nearly  sessile,  acute,  sharply  or  unequally  ser- 
rate or  serrulate.  Flowers — pniall,  nearly  sessile,  in  one  sided  racemes,  which  are  incurved  at 
first,  at  length  spreading.  Calyx — 5  sepaled,  united  at  base.  Corolla — generally  wanting. 
Pistols — 5.  Stamens — 10.  Carpels — united,  5-angled,  5-celled  and  5-beaked.  Seeds— nnraeiouB, 
minute. 

Gather  the  plant  whilst  the  seeds  are  forming,  and  dry  in  the  shade.  When  nearly  dry  a 
tincture  may  be  made  by  bruising  eight  ounces  of  the  herb,  and  covering  it  with  one  pint  of 
alcohol  of  76°,  allowing  it  to  stand  for  eight  days,  express  and  filter;  or  letting  it  dry  so  that 
it  may  be  powdered,  rub  it  up  in  a  mortar,  pack  in  a  percolator,  moisten  with  alcohol,  and  let 
it  stand  twenty  four  hours,  than  add  the  necessary  amount  of  alcohol  to  give  one  pound  of  tinc- 
ture for  every  eight  ounces  ot  herb. 

The  remedy  exerts  a  most  marked  action  upon  mucous  membranes,  especially  when  they 
have  been  subject  to  chronic  inflammation.  It  removes  irritation,  promotes  normal  functional 
activity,  and  brings  the  structures  back  to  their  normal  condition.  It  has  proved  the  most  cer- 
tain remedy  for  pharyngitis  that  I  have  ever  employed,  and  has  given  such  marked  benefit  in 
disease  of  the  superior  pharynx,  posterior  nares,  and  eustachian  tubes,  that  I  should  not  like 
to  treat  these  cases  without  it.  I  have  also  used  it  with  the  spray  apparatus,  in  nasal  catarrh, 
with  moat  excellent  results. 

Dr.  Briggs  wrote  that  it  was  used  in  the  treatment  of  diarrhoea,  and  he  had  tried  it  in 
these  cases  with  benefit,  using  the  large  doses.  I  am  satisfied  from  the  limited  experiments 
that  I  have  been  able  to  make,  that  it  will  be  found  a  much  better  remedy  than  the  ordinary 
astringents  used  in  the  treatment  of  diarrhcea.  Even  in  the  small  doses  in  which  I  have  used 
it,  it  has  exerted  a  kindly  influence  upon  the  stomach  and  bowels.  —Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 

I  have  used  the  Penthorum  in  my  practice  since  the  middle  of  July  last,  at  which  time 
the  plant  began  to  bloom,  in  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  chronic  nasal  and  pharyngeal  catarrh  ; 
and  find  it  to  be  so  far  a  valuable  constitutional  remedy.  Its  action  is  prompt  in  acute  nasal 
catarrh,  or  "  cold  in  the  bead,"  a  single  full  dose  giving  decided  relief,  while  in  ordinary  chronic 
catarrh  it  appears  to  be  a  slow  but  certain  remedy.  Tbis  might  be  expected  when  the  nature 
of  the  disease  is  considered.  Chronic  catarrh  undoubtedly  depends  upon  constitutional  causes 
for  its  continuance.  If  it  did  not,  it  is  not  likely  that  local  treatment  would  so  often  fail  to 
eflFect  permanent  results. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  original  causes  of  the  affection  in  a  great  many  cases 
under  are  either  overlooked  or  altogether  ignored  by  the  physician.  This  may  partly  explain 
the  many  failures  to  cure.  Among  these  causes,  sexual  excess  and  self-abuse  are  the  most  fre- 
quent. Standing  next  is  scrofula.  A  succession  of  hard  colds  may  develop  chronic  catarrh,  but 
speaking  generally,  h.  is  the  most  frequent  expression  of  some  local  or  general  debility  of  the 
system  that  has  for  its  cause  some  excess  or  abuse  of  some  kind.  No  one  will  fail  to  observe 
how  necessary  it  must  be  to  remove  the  first  or  exciting  cause  in  attempting  a  cure,  whether  by 
the  Penthorum  or  any  other  remedy. 

Chronic  catarrh,  according  to  my  observation,  is  generally  associated  with  the  urine.  The 
most  common  abnormal  state  or  condition  is  the  presence  of  oxalate  of  lime,  which  will  be 
succeeded  sooner  or  later  by  an  abundance  of  the  phosphates.  These  states  of  the  urine  are 
mostly  associated  with  sexual  excess  and  other  causes  that  impair  the  vitality.  Another  ab- 
normal condition  noticed,  is  an  excess  of  uric  acid  in  a  thick  and  turbid  urine  of  a  strongly 
urinous  odor,  and  which  is  the  usual  accompaniment  of  scrofula. 

My  experience  with  the  Penthorum  would  not  seem  to  indicate  that  it  was  of  much  service 
in  the  latter  form  of  the  disease.  In  the  former  condition  it  appears  to  be  as  near  a  specific  as 
a  remedy  can  be.  It  certainly  tends  strongly  to  correct  that  condition  of  the  digestive  organs  or 
blood,  associated  with  an  excessive  excretion  of  the  phosphates  in  the  urine.  It  is  probable, 
therefore,  that  its  range  of  curative  action  will  be  greater  than  has  been  accorded  it.  In  some 
respects  it  operates  like  the  Hydrangea.  It  exerts  an  influence  over  the  bladder  and  generative 
organs  of  both  sexes.  It  is  diuretic  and  has  proved  serviceable  in  irritation  of  the  bladder  and 
nterine  catarrh.  The  alcoholic  tincture  occasions  no  disturbance  of  the  stomach  or  bowels,  but 
a  tincture  with  diluted  alcohol  does  not  agree  so  well,  probably  on  account  of  the  larger  amount 
of  tannin  it  contains. 

In  large  doses  it  causes  an  unpleasant  fullness  of  the  head,  and  in  sleep  much  dreaming. 
A  boy  who  had  gathered  a  quantity  of  the  herb  for  me,  laboring  all  day,  became  somnambu- 
listic at  night ;  arose  from  his  bed  and  walked  about  the  house,  talking  to  his  mother,  who 


20  NJBJT,  PBBPARATIONS. 


awakened  him.    He  had  never  done  so  before,  rjt  may  have  been  a  coincidence,  bnt  the  fact 
that  the  Penthorum  causes -much  dreaming,  if  taken    in  overdoses,  would   make  it  appear, 
plausible,  at  least,  that  the  boy  had  inhaled  a  suflBcient  quantity  of  some  principle  in  the  plant, 
to  cause  sucli  an  effect. — Ealectic  Medical  Journal. 

Preparation. 

Fluid  Extract — Dose,  from  ten  to  twenty  drops  in  water. 
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Botanical  I* ame,  Uartiaffo  ilfafdi*.  •"  Habitat,  The  United  States. 

liocal  or  Common  Names,  Corn  smut,  eom  ergot.    Medicinal  Part,    The  fungus,  exclusive  of  ehaff, 

Sdmmaktfrom  our  last  issues. — The  Germans  made  use  of  tnis  remedy  as  an  oxytocic 
some  dozen  or  more  years  ago.  The  homoeopathic  school  of  medicine  have  also  employed  it  in 
their  practice  since  1866,  using  oftentimes  large  doses  and  getting  therefrom  ergotoidal  effects. 
The  history  of  its  administration  to  pregnant  animals,  and  the  results  therefrom  occuring,  would 
lead  one  to  suppose  it  to  be  a  proper  substitute  for  ergot  in  many  cases.  The  chemical  analysis 
of  the  drug  also  shows  its  similarity  to  our  ergot  of  rye.  (Full  description  is  given  in  our  January 
number) 

The  Editor  has  used  it  in  midwifery  with  apparently  the  same  effect  as  when  secale  cornu. 
turn  had  been  employed.  There  seemed,  however,  to  be  a  more  marked  periodicity  of  pains  than 
that  observed  after  the  rye-ergot  administration.  In  amenorrhoea  he  has  also  employed  it 
with  success. 

Dr.  Walters  has  employed  it  successfully  in  the  treatment  of  spermatorrhoea. 

Dr.  Kerr  in  a  single  case  of  midwifery,  and  with  good  success,  where  ergot  was  indicated. 

Dr.  Walker,  of  the  Detroit  Medical  College,  also  reports  a  case  of  labor  where  the  "  delay" 
was  overcome  by  the  administration  of  Ustilago,  with  as  much  celerity  as  if  rye-ergot  had  been 
employed. 

Prof.  LowMAN,  of  the  Med.  Department,  Wooster  University,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  has  used  it' 
successfully  in  abortion. 

Dr.  Ward  has  used  it  in  several  cases  of  midwifery  with  as  much  success  as  he  has  ever 
seen  after  the  administration  of  rye-ergot.     The  "  periodicity  "  of  pains  was  especially  marked. 

Dr.  Harlow  has  used  it  in  epistaxis,  following  typhoid  fever,  and  in  several  other  cases 
where  rye- ergot  was  indicated,  with  good  success. 

Dr.  Hamilton  has  employed  it  successfully  in  a  case  of  cross-presentation,  and  in  one  of 
placenta  previa  with  as  much  success  and  surety  as  he  had  ever  had  from  secale  cornutum.  Xn 
each  of  these  two  cases  the  "  pleriodicity  "  of  the  pains  was  especially  marked.  In  the  first  case 
the  child  was  bom  living,  in  the  second,  dead. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  *  *  I  have  used  m  my  practice  Ustilago  Maidis  with  best  results;  it" gives ,  entire  satis  ■ 
taction  in  cases  where  ergot  is  indicated. 

I  have  used  it  in  two  cases  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  and  it  acted  like  a  charm. 

D.  H.  THORTON,  M.  D. 

Medaryville,  Ind.,  June  2nd,  1877. 


Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  *  *  I  have  fairly  tried  the  past  winter  your  Ustilago  Maidis  and  consider  it  a  most  useful 
addition  to  the  list  of  practical  remedies.  I  have  found  it  especially  valuable  in  midwifery  prac^' 
tice.  J.  K.  OSBORN,  M.  D. 

Bennington,  Kansas,  April  24th,  1877. 


Editors  New  Preparations. 

Sir  :— Since  my  last  communication  to  you  on  the  use  of  Ustilago  Maidis,  I  have  had  oppor- 
tunity to  test  its  value  in  two  cases  of  menorrha§:ia  with  the  happiest  results.  One  of  the  cases 
was  of  a  very  severe  type,  the  flow  continuing  for  about  three  weeks.  One  oance  of  the  Ustilago 
lessened  the  flow  to  twelve  days,  and  its  subsequent  use  was  marked  by  stiU  further  improve- 
ment.   I  believe  it  will  prove  to  be  a  valuable  substitute  for  ergot. 

Tours  respectfully,  THEO.  F.  KERR,  M.  D. 

Detroit,  May  1st,  1877.  *"  ,  . 
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Editors  New  Preparations. 

Some  months  ago  I  was  presented  some  of  the  preparations  noticed  in  your  journal.  At 
first  I  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  them  because  there  are  so  many  valueless  preparations  on 
the  medical  market,  which  seems  to  be,  at  the  present  time,  nothing  but  a  regular  French  kitchen 
in  which  great  many  unprincipled  manufacturei's  take  pleasure  in  sending  to  physicianj,  who 
very  often  are  deluded,  their  more  or  less  injurious  preparations^ 

Ten  days  after,  I  was  suddenly  called  to  attend  a  lady  in  her  confinement,  and  having  no 
fluid  extract  ol  Ergot  in  my  office,  I  took  a  sample  bottle  ot  Ustilago  Maidis,  used  it  and  was 
really  astonished  of  the  eflects  of  it  The  result  was  that  this  lady  was  confined  inside  of  half  an 
hour  after  taking  the  first  dose. 

I  had  another  confinement  a  while  after  and  used  at  first  Squibs's  extract  of  Ergot  without 
success,  and  had  recourse  to  Ustilago  Maidis,  10  drops  every  five  minutes,  and  it  brought  the 
confinement  half  an  hour  after.  I  have  employed  it  several  times,  since,  with  equal  good  results. 

I  have  also  made  use  of  tbe  fluid  extract  of  Yerba  Santa  with  wonderful  effect  in  cases  of 
piles. 

The  fluid  extract  of  Damiana,  as  a  stimulant  of  the  genital  organs,  has  given  me  a  great 
satisfaction. 

The  experience  I  have  already  had  with  those  three  preparations  is  a  great  inducement  for 
me  to  employ  the  others,  and  will  take  pleasure  to  report  to  you  of  their  effects. 

Tours  truly,  L.  M.  A.  ROY,  M.  D., 

St.  Paul,  May  11th,  1877.  Editor  and  proprietor  of  Le  National,  St.  Paul. 


GRINDELIA  ROBUSTA. 

This  remedy  has  now  been  before  the  profession  nearly  three  years,  and  has  proved 
itself  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  recent  additions  to  our  materia  medica.  A  full  descrip- 
tion of  its  application  to  the  treatment  of  asthma  (for  which  it  is  almost  a  specific),  chronic 
pneumonia,  chronic  bronchitis,  iritis,  hay  fever,  gonorrhoea,  and  as  a  topical  application  to 
old  ulcers,  will  be  found  in  our  back  numbers — August  1876,  January  and  April  1877. 

At  the  present  time  it  is  of  special  interest  as  a  remedy  for  that  distressing  complaint — 
ay  fever.    Let  us  hear  from  our  friends  on  the  subject. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

Gents  : — I  have  been  using  a  mixture  of  your  fluid  extracts  of  GrindeliaRobusta  and  Yerba 
Santa  in  quite  a  number  of  cases,  and  find  it  to  be  the  best  remedy  I  have  yet  found  for  asthmatic 
and  other  forms  of  spasmodic  cough.  The  mixture  I  have  been  using  Is  :  I^.  Fl.  Ext.  Yerba  Santa, 
Fl.  Ext.  OrindeUa,  aa/§  i,  Syr.Prunus  Virginiana  /§  ii  M.  S.  Teaspoonful  3  or  4  times  a  day.  It 
gives  almost  immediate  relief  in  spasmodic  coughs.  Respectfully, 

JOHN  W.  THRAILKILL,  M.D., 
Prof  Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  the  American  Medical  College  of  St.  Louie, 
St.  Louis,  April  4th,  1877. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  *  *  Grindelia  Robusta  is  superceding  all  other  remedies  in  my  hands  in  the  treatment  of 
chronic  asthma  and  hay  fever,  of  which  I  have  several  cases  on  hand,  more  especially  one  case 
of  long  standing  who  has  used  nearly  all  known  remedies,  and  traveled  extensively,  but  without 
permanent  benefit,  who  is  now  using  the  remedy  with  great  benefit,  and  has  not  had  a  recur- 
rence of  the  attack  in  several  weeks.  EDGAR  C.  SKINNER,  M.  D. 

Belle  Isle,  N.  Y.,  May  9th,  1877, 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  *  *  And  will  say  briefly  I  have  had  occasion  to  use  the  Grindelia  Robusta  in  some  cases 
of  asthma  wiih  heart  complication,  with  very  satisfactory  results.  I  am  also  using  Yerba  Santa 
in  bronchial  and  lung  troubles  with  good  results.  I  have  not  prescribed  them  long  enough  to 
give  you  a  detailed  account ;  in  tact,  i  su  ppose  you  do  not  care  about  details,  but  final  results.  *  *  * 

Des  Moines,  Iowa,  April  26th,  1877.  N.  W.  THOMAS,  M.  D. 


Editors  New  Preparations. 

Some  time  ago  I  sent  to  you  for  some  Fluid  Extract  Grindelia  Robusta,  for  trial  in  my  prac- 
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tice.  I  used  a  part  of  it  for  my  wife.  She  has  been  suffering  with  asthma  for  some  twenty  years 
and  is  not  cured,  but  is  better  since  she  has  used  the  Grindelia,  than  «he  has  been  for  some  tune 
before.  She  did  not  enjoy  a  good  nights'  sleep  last  summer  from  early  spring  till  late  fall,  but 
since  she  has  used  the  aboye  remedy  she  has  been  free  from  symptoms  of  the  disease  more  than 
one-fourth  of  the  time.  J.  W.  HARVEY,  M.  D. 

Manspiei  D,  Parke  Co.,  Ind.,  June  22, 1877. 


EUCALYPTUS  GLOBULUS. 

Sdmmart  pbom  otiR  LAST  ISSUE. — TMs  remedy  is  now  exteneively  employed  in  the  treat- 
ment of  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers  as  a  substitute  for  the  alkaloids  of  the  cinchona  barks. 
In  California  and  Australia,  in  the  malarial  regions,  the  Eucalyptus  has  proven  as  successful  in 
breaking  up  the  malarious  attacks  as  has  quinia.  In  England,  and  the  eastern  United  States, 
equal  testimony  of  its  valuable  qualities  is  borne. 

It  is  also  useful  as  an  antiseptic  and  stimulant  dressing  to  all  kinds  of  indolent  ulcers,  to 
correct  the  fetor  of  putrid  discharges  from  the  bowels,  mouth,  nose,  rectum  and  vagina. 

As  au  aromatic  tnnic  in  the  low  stages  of  typhoid  fever,  dysentery,  etc.,  it  has  its  enthusiastic 
supporters.  Also  in  gonorrhoea,  vesical  catarrh,  etc.,  it  has  shown  itself  a  valuable  agent ;  and 
ithas  leen  successfully  employed  in  the  treatment  ef  Bright's  disease  of  the  kidneys  and  dropsy. 

When  used  as  an  injection,  the  alcohol,  which  is  used  in  the  menstruum,  shauld  be  driven 
off  by  heating  to  a  temperature  of  175°  before  diluting  with  water,  or  by  pouring  the  fluid  ex- 
tract into  hot  water,  and  then  allowing  it  to  cool. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  *  *  I  was  the  first  physician  in  this  section  to  give  the  Eucalyptus  a  trial  as  a  febrifuge 
and  antiperiodic,  and  can  fully  endorse  all  said  in  its  favor.  *  *  *  I  lay  no  claim  to  feverish 
haste  for  new  remedies,  but  when  well  approved  have  no  fear  of  subjecting  my  patients  to  a  trial 
of  their  virtues,  proving  their  efficacy  or  otherwise.  @E0.  H.  SCOTT,  M.  D. 

Sedalia,  Mo.,  May  8th,  1877, 


YERBA    SANTA.  n  ..^ 

This  remedy  does  excellent  service  in  laryngitis  and  laryngio-bronchitis.  It  was  first 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Bdndy,  of  California  It  has  also  been  cm- 
ployed  as  an  injection  in  gonorrhoea.  Still,  it  is  more  especially  serviceable  in  bronchial  and 
laryngeal  diseases.     It  is  fully  described  in  our  January  number. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

I  have  used,  with  satisfactory  results,  the  Terba  Santa  in  diseases  of  the  lungs,  and  the  Da- 
miana  in  leucorrhoea  with  very  extraordinary  results,  the  account  ot  which  I  will  give  you  after 
further  trial.  *  *  *  ISAAC  WIXOM,  M.  D. 

Fenton,  April  25th,  1877. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  *  *  I  am  using  Terba  Santa  in  bronchial  and  lung  troubles  with  good  results. 

N.  W.  THOMAS,  M.  D. 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  1877.  .i.;    .  .. 


Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  *  *  I  have  made  use  of  the  fluid  extract  of  Yerba  Santa  with  wonderful  effect  in  the 
cases  of  piles.  L.  M.  A.  ROY,  M.  D. 

Editor  and  Proprietor  Le  Nationale. 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  May  1877. 


DAMIANA. 

As  an  aphrodisiac,  in  functional  disorders,  is  gaining  quite  a  strong  foot-hold.  It  has  been 
looked  upon  with  suspicion;  still  from  the  many  testimonials  of  its  virtues,  we  think  it  a  remedy 
that  should  be  prescribed  with  a  good  deal  of  confidence.  It  is  more  fully  noted  in  our  January 
nilmber. 


JTEW   PREPAKAllOlfS. 


COMMtrNrO  ATIONS. 

Bditobs  New  Pkbpabations. 

*  *  *  J.  F.,  aged  42,  nervous  temperament,  who  has  been  troubled  for  several  years  with 
spermatorrhoea,  and  has  tried  several  physicians  witli  a  partial  cure,  came  under  my  care  on  Jan. 
10, 1877.  I  placed  him  on  Fluid  Extract  Damiana,  drachm  doses  three  times  a  day,  and  in- 
creased drachm  each  week  until  four  were  taken,  and  then  decreased  in  same  ratio.  I  discharged 
him  March  20th,  instructing  him  to  report  if  there  was  any  return.  This  morning  he  reported 
there  was  no  return,  and  he  feels  like  a  young  man.  He  intormed  me  that  tor  the  last  lour  years 
he  was  unable  to  have  Intercourse,  now  it  is  perfect.  J.  MARSHALL  BARKLEY,  M.  D. 

P.  8.  Ustilago  Maidis  is  under  trial  lor  haemorrhage  ;  every  remedy  has  failed  for  three 
years.    Have  used  your  preparation  for  two  weeks.  J.  M.  K. 

Fahmer's  Retkeat,  Ind.,  June  18, 1877.  -in>.?;j. 

Editoks  New  Pkeparatiomb. 

Damiana  has  proved  in  my  hands  all  that  its  earlier  friends  claimed  for  it  as  an  aphrodisiac 
and  almost  a  specific  tor  incontinence  ot  urine  in  the  old  and  debilitated  when  not  dependent 
on  organic  lesion.  H.  MALLORY,  M.  D. 

Hamilton,  Ohio,  May  1877. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  '^  *  The  fluid  extract  of  Damiana,  as  a  stimulant  of  the  genital  organs,  has  given  me  great 
iatistaction.  L.  M.  A.  ROY,  M.  D.,  Ed.  Le  Nationai. 

St.  Paul,  May  11th,  1877. 

PUOUS  VESIOULOSUS. 

This  remedy  has  been  brought  forward  as  one  capable  of  reducing  obesity.  It  seems  to 
have  been  successful  in  some  cases.  Ill  our  own  hands  it  has,  on  a  short  trial,  reduced  the 
"  superabundance  of  flesh  "  at  the  rate  of  eight  pounds  per  pound  bottle  of  the  fluid  extract  ta- 
ken. The  same  patient,  a  young  man  of  some  twenty-five  years  of  age,  is  now  on  the  second 
bottle.     In  our  January  and  April  numbers  it  is  spoken  of  more  at  length. 

A.  F.  Patter,  M.  D.,  in  the  Druggists'  Circular,  says  :  The  great  bank  of  gulf- weed  which 
extends  at  the  wost-ward  of  the  Azores,  from  the  20°  to  the  30°  of  north  latitude,  still  occupies 
the  same  position  it  did  in  the  time  of  the  earliest  navigators  ;  and  between  this  and  European 
shores  are  various  detached  tracts  in  ridges  from  ten  to  twenty  yards  wide  and  of  indefinite 
length. 

In  this  situation  it  continues  to  grow  luxuriantly,  and  appears  to  multiply  itself  by  off- 
sets, at  first  accidentally  broken  off,  and  immediately  establishing  themselves  as  independent 
plants. 

The  erulf-weed  that  is  now  sold  is  the  fucus  vesiculosus  and  nodosus.  The  common  names 
are  twin  bladder,  fucus,  bladder-weed,  bladder-wrack,  rock- weed,  shore-weed,  sea-weed. 

Habitat. — Along  the  sea-shore,  on  rocks  and  stones  left  exposed  at  low  water.  Also  on  ar- 
tificial piers  and  quays,  in  estuaries  extending  up  rivers.  As  long  as  the  water  remains  sen- 
sibly brackish,  it  can  be  found  both  summer  and  winter  in  great  abundance.  It  requires  no 
particular  care  in  gathering,  as  ail  species  of  the  fucus  have  similar  properties. 

I  have  used  it  since  1860,  and  can  say  that  Ihave  seen  several  cases  of  morbid  obesity  cured 
by  drinking  freely  of  a  tea  made  from  this  plant.  I  consider  a  decoction  of  the  weed  the  most 
eligible  form  in  which  it  can  ba  given. 

The  plant  is  equally  as  beneficial  for  lean  people  to  use  to  make  them  fat  and  plump.  It 
changes  the  unknown  morbid  condition  that  exists  in  either  case  to  a  healthy  state.  I  have 
used  it  in  the  following  diseases  with  apparently  good  results:  chronic  cystitis,  irritable  blad- 
der, debility,  chroaic  diarrhoea,  dyspepsia,  enlarged  glands,  mal-nutritioa,  etc. 

It  is  also  largely  used  in  the  manufacture  of  kelp  and  iodine.  It  furnishes  a  good  food  for 
cattle  when  green,  and  supplies  an  abundant  and  excellent  manure. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  *  *  My  patient  is  much  delighted.  She  haj  taken  6  pills  of  extract  Fucus  Vesiculosus  a 
day  for  three  weeks  and  has  lost  a  pound  and  a-half  a  week.  *  *  * 

Qabnett,  Kansas.  May  12th,  1877.  O.  E.  FRENCH,  M.  D. 


JABORANDL 

A  powerful  diaphoretic  and  sialagogue.  There  is  probably  no  remedy  known  that  is  so  cer- 
tain and  efiFective  in  this  particular.  It  is  now  in  quite  common  use  as  such  on  both  continents 
In  oar  January  number  is  a  full  description  of  the  drug  and  the  effects  of  its  administration. 
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WARBURG'S  FEVER  TINCTURE. 

This  preparation  is  highly  extolled  as  an  antiperiodic.  It  is  one  long  known  to  the  Englifih 
profession,  though  but  recently  introduced  to  the  American  practitioners.  It  is  a  compound  of 
8ome/0Mr«efl7i  different  ingredients.  It  is  worthy  of  full  confidence.  Full  description  in  our 
April  number.  -^  '""'' 

XANTHTOM    SPmOSUM. 

This  drug  has  been  reported  as  an  antidote  for  hydrophobia,  by  an  excellent  Russian  authority. 
Some  experiments  made  in  France  recently,  have  thrown  considerable  doubt  upon  it  as  an  efB- 
cient  agent.  As  there  is  no  known  antitode,  it  is  still  worth  a  trial  in  this  extreme  and  direful 
disorder.    It  is  fully  described  and  plated,  in  our  April  number. 


Ill 


KAVA-KAVA. 

A  remedy  from  the  Sandwich  Islands  that  we  have  recently  introduced  to  the  profes- 
sion. It  is  claimed  to  be  very  successful,  in  its  native  country,  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea. 
We  have  doubts,  however,  of  its  assuming  a  more  than  ordinary  agent  in  American  practice. 


\A 


PARAGUAY  TEA. 

The  Mate  or  Paraguay  tea  tree  {Ilex  Paragv.ayensis,  Lamb)  is  a  small  tree  belonging  to  the 
tamlly  ot  the  celastrinese,  which  reaches  at  the  most  a  height  of  seven  metres,  and  is  cultivated  tor 
the  sake  of  its  leaves.  The  plant  grows  very  abundantly  in  Paraguay  and  the  other  States  of  S. 
America.  Paraguay  tea  may  be  classed  under  the  popular  stimulatino-  beverages  and  is  consumed 
by  10,030,000  people  in  South  America  as  a  substitute  tor  tea.  The  leaves  are  diuretic,  ex- 
hilerant,  and,  in  large  doses,  emetic.  The  peculiar  characteristic  properties  of  this  drug  depend 
on  the  caffeine  which  it  contains— ranking  in  this  particular  between  tea  and  coffee.  It  has, 
however,  a  larger  proportion  ot  mineral  salt  than  any  ot  the  other  cafteic  substances,  and  does 
not  exalt  the  peripheric  nerves  like  tea,  nor  the  cerebric  like  coffee,  but  rather  induces  indolence 
and  drowsiness,  and  finally  weakness  of  the  mental  faculti'^s ;  it  accelerates  the  cardiac  contrac- 
tioDS  and  peristaltic  movements,  causing  an  irritation  of  the  organs  generally,  and  inducing  dys- 
peptic symptoms.  It  is  largely  used  as  a  stimulant  to  sustain  the  system  when  undergoing  hun- 
ger, or  great  fatigue,  during  the  summer  heats. 

Preparation— Fluid  Extract.    Dose,  from  one-half  to  one  fluid  drachm.  ..^^i 


CENANTHE  PHELLANDRIUM. 

This  drug  is  of  value  in  chronic  affections  of  the  air  passages,  as  laryngitis,  asthma,  hemop- 
tysis, catarrh,  etc.,  and  in  periodical  febrile  diseases,  dyspeptic  affections,  and  indolent  ulcera- 
'  tions.  Dr.  TurnbuU  recommends  it  highly  in  consumption,  bronchitis,  and  to  silence  troublesome 
cough,  render  expectoration  less  and  easier,  and  to  produce  sleep  at  night. 

Preparation— Fluid  Extract.    Dose,  from  four  to  twelve  drops. 


BAEL  FRUIT. 

A  remedy  possessing  astringent  properties,  which  renders  it  useful  in  diarrhoea,  dysentery 
with  debilitv  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  other  dise«ses  of  the  bowels  with  relaxation,  which 
it  relieves  without\;onstipation.    It  is  largely  used  in  India,  its  native  habitat,  in  acute  and  chro- 
nic cases  of  these  diseases. 
'■  '   ■  Preparation— Flmd  Extract.    Dose,  from  one  to  four  fluid  drachms. 


PETROSELINUM   SATIVUM. 

The  seeds  ot  this  plant  are  aperient  and  diuretic,  and  are  occasionally  used  in  nephritic  and 
dropsical  affections.  Their  most  valuable  uses,  however,  are  as  a  substitute  for  quinine  in  mala- 
rial diseases,  and  as  an  emmenagogue  in  amenorrhoea  and  dysmenorrhoea.  They  are  also  of  va- 
lue in  the  night  sweats  of  phthisi". 

Preparation — Fluid  Extract.    Dose,  from  one-half  to  one  fluid  draclun- 
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URTIOA   DIOIOA. 

This  drug  is'aatringent,  tonic  aad  diuretic  ia  its  eflFects.  Dr.  Mai-is,  of  PhiladelpWa,  thinks 
it  to  be  one  bif  the  purest 'and  most  powerful  diuretics  in  our  materia  medica.  He  often  alter- 
nates this  remedy  with  others  of  similar  properties  to  increase  the  effect.  If  rheumatic  pains,  or 
much  dropsy  exist,  he  is  in  the  habit  of  combining  with  it,  acetate  of  potash. 

It  is  also  used  to  advantage  in  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  hemorrhoids,  various  hemorrhages, 
scorbutic  and  febrile  affections,  gravel  and  other  nephritic  complaints  Combined  with  fluid 
«xtracts  wild  cherry  and  blackberry  root,  it  is  of  value  in  summer  complaints  of  children,  and 
bowel  affections  of  adults.  Dr.  Benavente  obtained  extraordinary  success  from  the  use  of  this 
remedy  in  both  passive  and  symptomatic  uterine  hemorrhage. 

Preparation  -  Fluid  Extract.    Dose,  from  twenty  to  forty  drops 


MISCELLANEOUS  COMMUNICATIONS. 

Editors  New  Prkparatigns. 

*  *  *  I  have  used  the  fluid  extract  Cactus  Grandiflora  in  combination  with  fluid  extract 
Collinsonia  in  seven  cases  ol  heart  trouble,  two  ot  them  organic,  five  functional,  deriving  benefit 
in  all,  and  I  think  curing  all  of  the  five  mentioned  as  functional.  I  often  add  Pot  Iodide,  in  case 
of  effusion  in  the  pericardium ;  ot  course,  different  cases  require  different  doses,  and  it  is  useless 
to  tie  to  any  one  formula,  still  I  think  the  following  IJ  will  meet  as  many  cases  as  any  one  com- 
bination : 

^  Fid.  Ext.  Cactus  Grand.  3  i  Aqua  Dest.  3  i 

Iodide  Potassmmi  3  ss  Fid.  Ext.  Collinsonia  §  jj. 

Dissolve  the  Iodide  in  Aqua,  add  to  Cactus  and  follow  with  Collinsonia.  S.  U.  One  tea- 
spoontul  every  four  hours. 

MiSHAWAKA,  Inn ,  June  4th,  1877.  J.  B.  GREENE,  M.  D. 


Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  *  *  Perhaps  vou  find  some  little  use  for  some  of  my  experience  as,  for  example,  the  use 
Salicylic  Acid,  which  I  use  in  a  solution  of  Sulphite  Soda.  I^.  Sulphite  Soda  gr.  10,  Aqua  pura 
I  i,  Salicylic  Acid  10  gr.    Teaspoonful  every  hour  to  child  3  years  old. 

Sidney,  Ills.,  Nov.  18th,  1876.  E.  BODMAN,  M.  D. 


Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  ♦  *  Having  given  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  new  "Camphor  Monobromated"  pills  a  fair  trial  In 
an  obstinate  case  ot  marasmus  arising  from  atrophy  of  the  mesenteric  glands  and  thoracic  duct, 
permit  me  to  testify  as  to  their  value  as  a  remedial  agent  in  such  cases. 

Mason  City,  Iowa,  April  22nd,  1877.  SHORLAND  HARRIS,  M.  D. 


NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 

If.  B. — To  same  time  in  correspondence,  and  for  the  genei-al  interest  of  our  readers,  we  re- 
quest our  correspondents,  who  seek  information,  to  address  : 

''NOTES  AWD  QUERIES, 
Dr.  B.,  Chicago.  New  Preparations,    Box  641,  Detroit. 

Certainly,  send  in  a  report  in  full  of  your  cases  under  treatment  with  Ustilago  and 
Yerba  Santa.  Let  us  be  the  judge  whether  or  not  they  will  interest  our  readers,  and  give 
us  authority  to  condense  the  matter  if  we  think  best.  We  are  glad  to  hear  from  our  friends 
at  any  length  on  these  matters,  but  of  course  reserve  the  right  of  refusing  publication  if  we 
think  it  advisable. 

Dr.  S.,  St.  Louis. 

The  staining  of  the  coating  of  sugar-coated  pills  is  no  evidence  of  carelessness  in  manu- 
facture, or  of  inferior  quality  of  material.  Although  of  late  great  improvements  have  been 
made  in  this  branch  of  pharmacy,  yet  the  above  result  is  sometimes  beyond  the  power  of 
manufacturers  to  prevent.  The  stain  is  caused  by  the  moisture  or  oily  matter  of  the  mate- 
rial being  absorbed  through  the  sugar-coating. 

S.  J.  K.,  Milwaukee. 

"  Where  can  I  obtain  the  seeds  of  Eucah/ptiis  Ohhilus,  and  how  are  they  sta/rted?^^ — 
We  have  on  hand  a  small  supply  of  this  seed  and  will  send  a  small  packet  per  mail,  post- 
paid, to  any  applicants  enclosing  to  the  editor  of  this  journal,  with  their  address,  fifteen  cts. 
Culture — Plant  the  seed  in  flower-pots  containing  rich  soil  one-fourth  inch  below  the  sur- 
face. Place  the  pots  in  a  hot-bed,  or  on  the  bench  in  a  green-house,  or,  as  well,  in  a  warm 
place  behind  the  kitchen-stove.  Once  started,  the  plants  will  flourish  under  ordinary  treat- 
ment if  protected  from  frost. 
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CAUTION  TO  BUYERS  OP  SUGAR-COATED  PILLS. 
To  the  Druggists'  Circtdar. 

There  is  an  agent  travelling  for  a  Chicago  house  manulactuiing  sugar-coated  pills.  Amongst 
others  he  has  some  sugar-coated  compound  cathartic  pills,  of  which  he  left  me  a  sample.  As 
they  were  offered  at  a  price  much  below  the  cost  of  the  raw  material,  my  suspicions  were  aroused, 
and  if  any  one  wiM  convince  himself  th9t  these  pills  are  as  big  a  fraud  as  was  ever  gotten  up,  let 
him  try  the  following  experiment : 

Remove  the  coating  from  half  a  dozen  pills  and  weigh  them.  You  will  find  that  they  weigh 
1^  to  2  grains,  whereas,  they  should  weioh  at  least  3  J  grains.  Now  rub  up  a  \'ew  of  the  so-called 
compound  catharfic  pills  in  a  mortar,  and  compare  the  odor  of  the  powder  with  that  of  the 
genuine  pill,  and  then  ask  whether  they  can  conscientiously  be  sold  to  customers. 

Bodtimore,  Md.  Wm.  C.  Schillkr,  Ph.  Q. 

GEIiATINE  CAPSULES. 
Among  the  pharmaceutical  advances  made  during  these  latter  years,  none  are  more  usetul 
than  the  gelatine  capsules,  and  especially  the  emptu  capsules,  which  may  be  charged  with  ex- 
temporaneous presrriptions.  They  offer  the  most  convenient  mode  for  the  administration  of 
many  nauseous  medicinal  preparalions.  and  should  come  inlo  general  use.  If  doctors  had  to 
take  ) heir  medicine ^  oltener  they  would  be  a  little  more  merciful  than  they  are  disposed  to  be 
with  the  throats  and  stomachs  of  their  patients.  Those  who  are  obliged  to  dispense  their  own 
medicines  will  do  weU  to  provide  themselves  with  them. — Louisville  Med.  News. 


nParke,  X>avis  &  Co.'s 

SUBSTITUTES  FOR  QUININE, 

FOR  THE  TREATMENT  OF   MALARIAL  DISEASES. 
Dr.  Warbiirg'sTincture. 

A  eel  brated  remefly  for  m  ilarial  fevers,  used  with  marked  success  in  Southern  India  by  the  leading  aurgeona 
of  the  British  army.    Where  quinine  proved  ineffectual,  this  preparation  would  frequently  be  succeisful. 
Fluid  Extract  JPetroseliuum  Sativum.    (Parsley  Seed.) 

This  dru>!  is  aperient  and  diuretic,  and  is  occasionally  used  in  nephiitic  and  dropsical  affections.  Its  most 
valuable  ui^e#,  however,  are  as  a  8ul)stitute  for  quinine  in  malaiial  diseases,  and  as  an  emmenagogue  in  amenor- 
rboea.    It  is  also  of  value  in  the  n'ght  sweats  o(  phthi.-is. 

Fluid  Extract  Eucalyptus  Globulus. 

This  remedy  hw  earned  a  world-wide  reputation  as  a  febrifuge,  and  will  be  found,  by  impartial  trial,  a  sub- 
stitute lor  quinine  in  many  complaints.    Since  we  firr-t  introduced  this  drug  to  the  profession  in  the  form  of  the 
Fluid  Extract,  we  h;ive  had  nuiicirons  repor's  of  its  efficacy  m  railarial  diseases.     It  is  al>o  of  marked  valdo  in 
bronchitis,  and  as  a  wash  for  fetid  ulcers,  purulent  catarrhal  affections  ol  the  urethra  and  vagina,  etc. 
Fluid  Extract  Gi-elseuiiuni— (prepared  from  the  green  root.) 

This  remedy  is  coiisideied  by  many  practitioners  to  be  one  of  the  most  valuable  inonr  list  of  Indigenous  plants 
for  the  treatment  of  all  ftverif,  except  the  cougestive  form.  Possessing  great  iLfliience  over  the  nervous  sysiem, 
it  quickly  ov  rcumos  nevous  irriraoiliiy,  promoting  perspiration,  and  rest.  Combined  with  fluid  ext.  Kucalyptus 
Olottuius  in  the  treatment  of  intermiiteuts,  it  will  be  lound  effectual  in  many  cases  both  as  a  remedy  and  prophy- 
lactic. 

Fluid  Extract  Grlndelia  Squarrosa. 

Highly  recommended  as  a  remedy  and  preventative  of  malarial  diseases,  and  as  a  reliable  remedy  in  enlarged 
spleen.  Used  in  conjunction  with  aconite  and  yerba  santa  to  cure  irritable  couahs.  As  a  substitute  for  hyoscla- 
mus  and  valerian  in  uervous-excitement,  it  is  of  great  value.  Having  a  peculiar  action  on  the  optic  nerve,  it  may 
prove  effli-acious  in  many  aff  etion«  of  ihe  eye. 

Fluid  Extract  Achillea  Millefolium.  - 

This  drug  ha**  been  employed  with  great  advantage  in  the  treatment  of  Intermittent  fevers  in  this  vicinity. 
M..  Richards,  of  Suissons,  also  highly  recomm  nds  it  in  low  forms  ofexauthematousfever  with  difficult  eruption. 
Uselul  also  in  colic,  pamiui  menstruation  end  infantile  convulsions. 

Flui« I  Extract  Sabbatia  Annularis. 

Usc'l  ooth  as  a  prophylactic  atd  remedy  lor  autumnal  remittent  aud  intermittent  fevers.  Has  been  found  a 
valuaLiie  subsiitute  for  cinchona  bark  in  cases  where  the  latter  has  failed.  Uselul  also  in  coavaleacence  from  fever 
and  as  a  biiter  tonic  iri  dyspepsia. 

Calisaya  Alkaloids  Combined,  Sugar  coated  Pills. 

Quinia  Sntph  ,  X  gr.  Quinidia  Sulph.,  Si  gr. 

Cinchonia  bulph..  X  gr.        Oinchonidia  Sulph.,  }i  gr. 
CMnoidine  Pills,  Sugar-coattd. 
Two  sizes,  1  and  2  grains  each. 

Chiuoidine  Compound  Pills,  Sugar-coated. 

1  Chinoidine,  a  grains. 
<  Sulph.  Iron  Ex.,  1  gr. 
( Pipeline,  }i  gr. 
Cinchonia  Sulphate  Pills,  Sugar-coated. 

Two  sizes,  \}i  and  3  grains. 

Cinchonidia  Sulphate  Pills,  Sugar  coated. 

Three  sizes,  1,  2  and  3  grains  each. 

Picrate  (Carbazotate)  of  Ammonium  Pills.    (Sugar-cured.) 

Four  sizes  ol  the  above  pills  are  manufactured  by  us— >i  gr.,  ^  gr.,  ^  gr.  and  1  gr. 

Carbazotate  op  Ammonia  as  a  Substitute  for  Sulphate  or  Quinia.— In  a  recent  communication  to 
the  SocieteTherapeutiquede  Paris,  Dr.  DajaidLn-Beaumetz  investigated  the  character,  properties,  and  uses  of 
Carbazotate  of  Ammonia  (combination  of  Ammonia  with  Carbazotic,  Picric,  and  Triuitiophenic  Acid),  especially 
as  a  therapeutic  successor  to  Sulphate  of  Quinine.  After  relating  the  successful  employment  of  this  salt  in  inter- 
mittent fever  by  Braconnot,  Calvert,  Aspland,  Bell,  Chazcreau  desThureaux,  Manopa,  etc..  Dr.  Beanmet^  gave 
the  results  of  six  cases  treated  by  himself,  and  of  various  experiments  carried  on  upon  animals  and  m«n.  Like 
Quinine,  Carbazotate  of  Ammonia  diminishes  the  strength  of  the  pulse,  and  brings  on  heaviness,  cephalalgia,  asid 
even  delirium,  and  is  eliminated  by  the  kidneys. 

Quinidia  Sulphate  Pills,  Sugar-coated. 
Three  sises,  1,  %  and  8  giains  each. 


New  Preparations. 
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End  of  PRESENT  VOLUME. 

Back  Numbers  of  this  year's  issue,  post-paid,  ten  cents  each.  The  whole,  bound  in  paper, 
post-paid,  forty  cents.     Bound  in  cloth,  post-paid,  seventy-five  cents. 

Next  Tear,  New  Preparations  will  be  twenty-five  cents  for  the  year,  post-paid.  Send 
in  your  subscriptions  as  early  as  possible. 


We  should  be  pleased  to  have  all  of  our  readers  continue  with  us,  and  hope  they  will  send 
their  orders  and  remittances  o(  twenty-five  cents  each,  (to  cover  postage  and  cest  of  publication,^) 
in  to  us  as  speedily  as  possible,  so  that  our  mailing  list  can  be  got  in  readiness  for  the  next  issue. 


PAST,  PRESENT,  AND  FUTURE. 

With  this  number  we  close  the  first  volume  ot  our  Quarterly.  Whether  it  has  been  one  of 
profit  to  our  readers  or  not,  remains  for  them  to  say.  We  certainly  have  done  our  best  to  give  them 
a  fair  knowledge  of  the  newest  preparations  as  they  appear,  which  is  the  sole  object  ot  the  jour- 
nal. Of  course  "literature,"  so  called,  upon  these  subjects  is  of  necessity  meager  ;  in  the  main 
we  have  had  to  depend  upon  our  own  resources,  and  the  kindly  eiven  testimony  of  our  friends, 
for  almost  everything  we  have  printed.  We  have  aimed  at  no  display  of  'rhetoric ;  in  fact,  we 
do  not  want  it.  The  busy  practitioner  has  not  time  to  read  high-sounding  phrases  and  to  pon- 
der over  well-turned  periods.  What  we  have  aimed  to  give  is  facts,  and  these  to  be  condensed 
into  as  few  lines  as  possible,  so  long  as  the  "  gist "  of  the  communication  was  there. 

In  the  twelve  months  past  we  have  introduced  to  your  notice  the  fluid  extracts  of  twelve 
entirely  new  remedies,  besides  giving  you  much  on  several  others  but  a  vear  or  two  old.  The  new 
ones  are  JJsti'ago  Maidis,  Berberis  Aquifolium,  Urtica  JDioica,  Paraguay  Tea,  Kava-Kava,  Xan- 
thium  Spinosum,  Gentiana  Quinqueflora,  Cascara  Sagrado,  Fucus  Vesiculosus,  (Enothera  Biennis, 
Coca  Erythroxylon,  and  Penthorum  Sedoides.  There  were  also  prominent  articles,  original,  and 
from  our  exchanges,  upon  Damiana,  Jdborandi,  Viburnum  Prunifolium,  Yerba  8anta,%Grin- 
delta  Bobusta,  Eucalyptus  Globulus,  Grindelia  Squarrosa,  Dialyzed  Iron,  Picrate  of  Ammonium, 
Monobromated  Camphor,  and  Warburg's  Fever  Tincture. 

Previous  to  this  year — \%11~"- New  Preparation's" 'ha^  introduced  to  the  profession  nine 
new  remedies,  viz. :  Eucalyptus  Globulus,  Guarana,  Grindelia  Bobusta,  Yerba  Santa,  Grinddia 
8q'>M/rrosa,  Sandal  Wood,  Polymnio:  Uvedalia,  and  Cactus  Grandifl,oru^ — all  of  which,  though 
new  at  the  period  of  introduction,  have  since  proved  to  be' what  was  originally  claimed  tor 
them.  To-day  they  are  as  familiar  and  as  freely  employed  by  many  physicians  throughout  our 
country,  as  the  older  standard  remedies,  and  are  dispensed  on  prescriptions  to  an  enormous 
amount. 

All  this  we  have  done  gratuitously  for  you,  hoping,  by  this  means,  to  secure  your  good 
will  and  cooperation.  It  has  been,  financially,  all  outgo,  and  no  income.  When  we  tell  vou  that 
our  postage  bill  alone  has  amounted  to  about  $1,000,  you  can  see  it  has  been  no  small  undertak- 
ing in  a  monetary  way.  What  we  ask  of  you  now,  is,  that  you  aid  us,  financially  as  well  as  in 
the  report  of  cases.  We  have  put  the  price  for  the  coming  year  at  a  minim nm,  only  twenty-five 
cents  for  the  year, — barely  enough  to  cover  cost  of  paper,  printing,  binding,  mailing  and  postage. 
While  our  province  has  been  to  place  before  you  all  obtainable  medical  and  botanical  testi- 
mony on  the  subject  of  new  remedies,  we  have  also  been  the  means  ot  serving  you  by  inducing 
large  manufacturers  to  purchase — at  considerable  trouble  and  expense — supplies  of  each  new 
drug,  so  that  they  are  now  otfered  freely  at  comparatively  reasonable  prices.  These  prices  will 
be  appreciated  when  you  consider,  1st.  the  facilities  are  poor  for  cheap  collection  of  mpny  new 
drugs  m  thinly  settled  districts ;  2d.  that  frequently  the  articles  are  carried  on  the  backs  of  mules 
for  hundreds  of  miles  to  the  nearest  shipping  point  by  rail  or  water  ;  and  3d.  the  great  distance 
of  railroad  or  water  transportation  required  to  bring  them  to  the  distributing  pomts  in  this 
country. 


NBW    PREPABATIONg. 


We  shall  continue  the  reports  of  practitioners  upon  the  remedies  introduced  to  your  notice 
this  year,  and  shall  also  continue  our  reports  upon  such  other  new  comers  as  may  be  of  interest 
to  the  prolession  ;  hence  we  cordially  invite  physicians  to  send  us,  for  publication,  their  written 
experience  with  any  of  the  new  remedies  alluded  to  in  our  columns,  or  upon  kindred  subjects. 
When  merely  commentary  on  a  remedy  already  fully  pre«!cribed  by  us,  write  briefly  and  to  the 
point,  covering  but  one  page  of  note  paper,  or  two  pages  if  the  case  reported  is  unusually  inter- 
esting.   If,  however,  you  have  a  new  subject  to  write  upon,  we  shall  be  glad  to  offer  satisfactory 

space. 

As  regards  the  false  varieties  ot  certain  of  those  new  remedies,  referred  to  in  our  last  num- 
ber, we  wish  to  state  that  we  hold  ourselves  responsible  tor  the  genuineness  of  those  di-ugs  which 
are  offered  in  the  advertising  columns  of  this  journal. 

In  the  present  number  of  "  New  Preparations"  we  introduce  to  the  profession,  two  more 
new  remedies,  Gentiana  Quinqueflora  and  Gascara  Sagrado.  The  former  is  described  by  Dr. 
Telvington,  of  Susquehanna,  Pa.,  who  has  long  made  use  of  the  remedy  in  his  practice,  in  ma- 
larial and  other  fever  cases.  The  doctor  lives  in  the  home-region  of  the  remedy,  and  so  writes 
advisedly  of  its  virtues. 

Cascara,  however,  receives  but  a  slight  notice,  a  longer  and  fuller  article  being  in  preparation 
for  our  next  number.  It  is  introduced  by  Dr.  Bundy,  with  whom,  ere  this,  all  our  readers  are 
acquainted.  As  a  remedy  for  constipation  the  doctor  thinks  it  is  par  excellence.  The  notice 
will  be  found  at  the  latter  part  of  the  article  upon  Berberis,~-a.  remedy  which  the  doctor  intro- 
duced to  you  in  our  last  number,  as  an  anti-syphilitic,  and  of  value  in  all  skin  diseases. 


NEW  REMEDIES. 

It  has  often  been  a  query  with  us  why  the  profession  are  so  loath  to  try  new  remedies, 
or  new  pharmaceutical  preparations.  A  certain  proportion  of  them  look,  askance,  even,  at 
the  physician  that  may  propose  their  use,  thinking  he  may  have  some  "  axe  to  grind  "  by 
their  introduction  or  sale.  In  no  other  profession,  or  trade,  is  this  spirit  manifested  to  such 
an  extraordinary  degree  as  in  ours.  Just  why  this  is  so,  it  is  impossible  to  determine.  "We 
have  a  reputation  of  being  a  very  jealous  set  of  fellows  and  probably  this  "  green  eyed 
monster  "  is  an  important  factor  in  keeping  many  of  us  within  the  circle  of  our  own  self 
righteousness.  As  a  rule,  when  one  of  us  proposes,  in  a  somewhat  positive  manner,  a  new 
treatment,  a  new  mechanical  appliance,  or  a  new  remedy,  the  rest  of  us  make  ourselves  self- 
appointed  critics  to  discover  its  faults,  letting  its  virtues  lie  in  a  distant  background.  This, 
certainly,  ought  not  to  be  ;  yet  it  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  it  is  so. 

Now  there  certainly  can  be  no  harm  in  making  a  trial  of  the  virtues  of  a  new  drug, 
before  we  theoretically,  or  from  the  fact  it  differs  from  the  regieme  of  our  professional  grand- 
fathers, condemn  it ;  yet  many  will  not  attempt  such  a  trial.     They  forget  that  the  practice 
of  medicine  is  not  an  exact  science,  but  a  practice  of  classified  empiricisms.      It  took  ages  to 
eliminate  from  our  ranks  sundry  preposterous  notions  that  bore  the  imprint  of  antiquity;  and 
so,  now,  in  like  manner,  it  takes  (almost)  an  age  to  get  a  new  thing  generally  introduced.  As  a 
prominent  example  in  our  present  time  of  writing  is  the  treatment  GrindeliaRobusta  receives 
at  the  hands  of  many,  yes,  most,  of  the  professional  men  of  our  country.   Yet,  we  are  just  as 
confident  when  making  a  prescription,  calling  for  Grindelia,  that  the  patient,  an  a  rule,  will  be 
benefitted,  as  we  are  in  making  one  for  quinine  for  malarial  troubles.  Being  placed  within  reach, 
by  correspondence,  of  thousands  of  professional  men  and  druggi<>ts  of  the  United  States,  and 
knowing  this  to  be  their  testimony,  how  else  can  we  but  believe  in  its  virtues  ?      We  print, 
it  seems  to  us,  a  sufficient  number  ot  testimonials,  not  alone  of  Grindelia,  but  of  many  other 
of  our  new  therapeutical  agents,  to  satisfy  any  reasonable  demand  for  a   "  properly  vouched 
for  "  article  ;  and  yet  some  have  the  audacity  to  ask  if  these  testimonials  are  really  genuine ; 
if  they  are  not  manufactured  by  some  parties  directly  interested.    Now  right  here,  once,  for 
all,  let  us  say  that  we  do  not  permit  any  such  double-handed  dealing.     Whatever  we  print 
in  favor  of  a  new  drug,  we  print  from  genuine  and  disinterested  authority.      If  the  bulk  of 
testimony  is  against  a  newly  introduced  article,  we  plainly  tell  you  so.      But  how  shall  we 
know  that  such  is  really  the  case  unless  a  general  and  thorough  trial  of  a  remedy  is  made  ? 
All  we  ask  of  you  is  just  this  :  try  the  remedy  for  what  it  is  first  reported  to  be  successful 
in  treating,  and  if  it  fails,  then  condemn  it  in  as  strong  terms  as  you  please.      But  don't, 
please,  condemn  a  remedy,  as  many  do,  just  because  it  is  new.     A  "  new  fangled  notion  "  is 
often  of  more  comfort  to  a  patient,  more  influential  in  his  recovery,  than  a  rigorous  adher- 
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ence  to  the  customs  that  have  grown  to  be  aphorismic,  from  their  great  age.  Who  thinks 
now  of  shutting  a  fever  patient  in  an  air-tiwht  chamber  and  denying  him  food  and  water  ? 
Yet  it  was  a  fight  of  a  century  to  overcome  the  prejudice  against  the  new  regieme.  What 
a  warfare  has  there  been  waged  between  the  lancet  and  veratrum  and  aconite  !  Yet  finally 
the  vegetable  made  the  metal  succumb,  except  in  a  certain  class  of  cases  where  a  loss  of  a 
wfewie  of  blood — not  specially  for  the  fever's  sake— was  necessary  for  life  to  remain.  In 
ergot  is  a  history  of  years  of  battling  against  prejudice ;  so,  too,  is  it  the  case  with  nearly 
every  thing  new  in  the  professional  line  ;  not  because  it  has  been  tried  and  found  wanting, 
but  because,  from  our  indisposition  to  leave  the  beaten  track,  it  has  lacked  a  proper  trial, 
and  has  so  been  silently  condemned  through  the  unconcern  of  ourselves. 

Editing,  as  we  do,  a  journal  ostensibly  devoted  entirely  to  these  new  agents,  it  is  pos- 
sible for  us  to  become  something  of  an  enthusiast  in  what  we  herein  say  of  them  ;  still,  we 
hope  it  may  not  deter  you  from  seeing  in  them  the  virtues  they  really  do  possess,  after  giving 
them  a  conscientious  trial. 


EXTRACT   OF   MALT. 

By  C.  Henri  Leonard,  M.  D. 

With  the  change  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  from  the  depressing  to  the  supporting 
plan,  there  has  been  an  attempt  made  by  our  pharmacists  to  get  a  condensed  food,  and  at 
the  same  time  an  easily  digested  one,  for  the  use  of  our  patients.  Prominent  among  these 
new  pharmaceutical  preparations  is  the  Extractum  Malt\  oflBcinal  in  the  PTiarmacopmia  Oer- 
manica,  but  unofiicinal  yet  in  our  United  States  Pharmacopoeia.  Just  why,  when 
the  Germans  have  had  this  preparation  officiual,  and  the  formula  for  its  manufac- 
ture so  long  and  widely  known  among  their  apothecaries,  we  should  have  only  so  recently 
seen  fit  to  give  the  article  attention,  is  quite  surprising.  "It  is  one  of  those  things  no  fellah 
can  find  out,"  as  Lord  Dundreary  would  say;  yet  things  of  similar  character  are  of  continual 
occurrence  in  our  pharmaceutical  and  medical  history. 

The  directions,  as  laid  down  by  the  German  authorities,  for  making  the  extract,  are  as 

follows  (translated)  : 

"  Take  of  barley  malt,  bruised,  1  part ;  common  water,  1  part.  Mix.  set  aside  for  three 
hours,  than  add  common  water,  4  parts.  Digest  for  an  hour,  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding 
65°  C,  (about  150°  F.) ;  then  heat  the  mass  to  the  boiling  po/nt,  and  strain  immediately  by  ex- 
pression. Evaporate  the  clear  liquid  as  rapidly  as  possible,  stirring  constantly,  to  the  coDsistence 
of  a  thick  extract.  Extract  of  malt  is  yellowish-hrown,  having  an  agreeable  sweet  taste.  It  should 
be  preserved  in  a  cool  place." 

We  have  been  particular  in  giving  the  formula,  as  some  of  our  friends  may  not  have 
the  facility  of  finding  out  just  the  process  of  its  manufacture;  for  it  is  always  interesting  to 
know  how  our  remedies  are  made.  We  would  also  call  attention  to  the  color,  as  the  Phar- 
macopoeia calls  for,  in  a  properly  prepared  preparation.  Some  of  the  preparations  in  the 
market  are  hlach,  showing  some  error  in  the  process  of  manufacture.  Sometimes  the  mass 
has  been  scorched,  in  the  process  of  evaporation,  as  some  specimens  we  have  tasted  that  are 
for  sale  in  some  of  our  Detroit  drug  stores.  It  is  very  easy  to  burn  the  extract,  and  hence 
constant  stirring,  with  the  heat  not  above  the  boiling-point,  is  absolutely  demanded  in  the 
preparation  of  a  proper  article. 

Of  course  when  other  ingredients  are  added  to  the  malt  extract,  the  taste  and  color  will 
be  modified. 

Again,  the  most  scrupulous  care  is  needed  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  utensils  used.  Even 
a  grain  or  so  left  in  the  "  mashing  tub,"  will,  from  its  putrefactive  change,  completely  de- 
stroy the  next  batch  made.  Hence  everything  should  be  completely  cleaned  after  every 
"  draw  "  from  the  mash  tub,  and  the  whole  should  be  occasionally  washed  with  a  weak  al- 
kaline solution,  to  still  lessen  the  changes  of  putrefactive  change  in  the  utensils. 

There  is  a  great  deal,  too,  in  the  kind  of  barley  used.  You  will  notice  most  of  our 
American  manufacturers  say  their  goods  are  made  from  the  "  Canada  barley  malt."  This 
is  as  it  should  be ;  though  when  we  first  read  the  annoim  cement  of  the  manufacture  of 
the  drug  here  (for  we  suppose  it  is  really  a  drug)  we  thought  that  was  simply 
superciliousness ;    that  any  barley  would  answer  as  well.     When  we  came  to  study  into 
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the  matter  a  little  more,  we  found  that  what  we  thought  was  a  supposed  pharmaceuti- 
cal|buTicombe,  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturers,  was  really  essential  for  a  first-class  ar- 
ticle. It  is  not  really  necessary,  though,  that  Canada,  of  all  northern  barleys,  should  alone 
be  used.  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  or  barleys  of  our  northern  climates  are  equally 
as  good.  The  point  of  excellence  in  the  northern  grains  is  in  the  fact  that  barleys  grown 
in  northern  climates  contain  more  starch  than  those  grown  in  southern  territories ;  and  it 
is  upon  the  starch  in  the  grain,  that  the  nutritious  virtues  of  the  extract  of  malt  depend ; 
for  the  more  starch,  the  more  sugar  or  maltose  there  is  produced  in  the  process  of  malt- 
ing, hence  a  better  final  product,  or  extract. 

The  chemical  composition  of  the  extract  of  malt  is,  in  the  order  of  their  amount, 
as  follows :  maltose,  diastase,  phosphates,  alkalies  (of  course  a  large  proportion  of  water 
is  present) ;  and  the  most  of  them  are  transformations  of  the  original  starch,  and  vege- 
table albumen,  in  the  process  of  manufacture ;  the  maltose  being  furnished  by  the  starch 
of  the  barley  when  undergoing  the  process  of  malting. 

We  have  used  the  word  maltose,  to  express  the  sugar-transformation  of  the  starch, 
and  do  so  advisealy.  It  is  a  variety  of  sugar,  but  is  entirely  different  from  glucose 
which  is  generally  given  as  the  sugar-transformation  of  the  starch,  in  the  proportions 
necessary  to  act  upon  Fehling's  test  solution.      The  chemical  formula   is  C  H  O  ;  while 
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that  of  glucose  is  C  H  O,  and  that  of  the  dextrine  3  C  H  O.     The  maltose  also  possesses 
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greater  rotary  power  than  the  glucose. 

Maltose  is  easily  digested,  in  fact,  it  is  starch  digested  and  ready  for  assimilation, 
and  is  in  the  condition  all  starchy  food  has  to  be  in,  before  it  can  be  absorbed.  When 
we  say  starchy  food,  we  mean  to  include  all  woody  fibre,  cellular  fibre,  starch,  gum,  cane 
and  grape  sugar;  and  this,  you  see,  makes  up  the  bulk  of  our  daily  provender.  The 
starch,  gum,  cellular  fibre,  and  cane  sugar  are  identical,  chemically,  being  the  same  ele- 
ments and  united  in  the^same  proportions.  The  other  two  are  readily  changeable  to  the 
same  formula,  and  this  change  takes  place  in  the  maltose  form  after  the  action  of  the 
ptyalin  (ot  the  saliva),  pancreatine  (of  the  pancreatic  juice),  or  the  diastase  (of  vegetable 
albumen)  upon  them. 

Diastase  has  a  wonderful  digestive  power ;  one  grain  of  which  will  transform  2,000 
grains  of  starch  into  the  saccharine  element,  maltose,  ready  for  assimilation.  Even  the 
crude  malted  barley  will  digest  five  times  its  own  weight  of  stnrch,  but  in  the  extract, 
properly  made,  we  have',  (about)  2^  grains  of  the  diastase  in  every  100  grains  of  the 
mass ;  a  digestive  power  sufficient  to  break  down  4,000  grains,  or  over  one-half  pound, 
of  starch  into  its  assimilable  form,  maltose.  Here,  then,  is  a  product  combining  two 
excellent  qualities ;  that  of  being  food,  and  at  the  same  time  furnishing  at  each  dose 
sufficient  digesting  material  to  take  care  of  the  starchy  food  of  a  sick  person's  ordinary 

meal. 

This  process  of  digestion  is  continually  going  on  out  of  the  stomach  in  the  vege- 
table world.  Every  seed  that  is  sown  finds  life  only  as  this  chemical  change  transforms 
the  starch  stored  up  in  the  shell  into  maltose.  It  never  can  grow,  never  will  grow,  until 
this  is  done.  This  change  does  not  take  place  all  at  once  throughout  the  kernel,  but  just  so 
fast  as  the  growing  shoot  needs  it  for  its  further  developement.  When  the  first  leaf  is  fully 
formed  and  so  exposed  to  the  sunlight  and  air,  this  process  stops  ;  the  starch  yet  remaining 
unused  remains  still  untransformed ;  the  diastase  has  ceased  its  wonderful  chemical  trans- 
formation ;  the  plant  needs  no  mother  nourishment,  but  is  able  to  derive  its  sustenance,  by 
the  means  of  its  own  rootlets,  from  the  elements  in  the  contiguous  soil.  Were  this  other- 
wise were  starch  soluble  directly  in  water,  it  would  be  impossible,  almost,  to  keep  our  ce- 
reals potatoes,  etc.,  in  a  proper  germinative  state.  They  would  become  at  once  self-digest- 
ing and  h<3nce  as  perishable  as  our  berries  of  early  summer  growth.  Germination  must  take 
place  slowly,  and  in  equal  measure  diastase  transformation,  before  the  starch  can  be  employed 
in  building  up  the  plant  growth.  Just  what  this  process  is,  chemically,  is  beyond  mortal 
ken  ;  when  you  solve  it,  you  have  a  key  to  the  mysteries  of  life.  Chemists  call  it  germina- 
tion, with  a  resulting' diastase  ;  the  producing  factor,  a  part  of  the  infinite. 

What  has  all  this  to  do  with  the  extract  ot  malt  ?     Just  this  :  the  same  process  of  starch 
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digestion  needed  for  assimilation  of  cellular  plant-growth,  is  needed  in  the  alimentary  tract 
for  cellular  animal  growth  and  development.  The  steps  are  identical  in  both.  If  it  will  do 
all  this  outside  of  the  human  body  in  the  test-tubes  of  the  chemist,  in  the  laboratory  of  plant- 
growth,  will  it  not  in  the  human  economy  ?  Certainly.  It  may  seem  a  little  paradoxical  to  eat 
food  to  digest  other  food,  yet  such  is  the  case  when  you  take  a  half  gill  of  good  malt  extract 
after  a  hearty  meal  of  sweet  potatoes,  beans,  and  the  like.  Water  in  one  kettle  will  make 
fire  to  boil  the  water  in  another;  isn't  this  more  paradoxical  than  the  other  ?  Yet  both  a/re 
facts. 

Like  all  good  articles,  Extract  of  Malt  has  not  escaped  the  hands  of  the  sophisticator.  Glu- 
cose is  often  added  to  the  product  to  increase  its  bulk  and  its  sweet  taste.  The  digestive  power 
is  thus,  ot  course,  lessened,  although  the  glucose  may  be  nutritive  ;  hence  the  adulteration  is  not, 
to  life,  a  harmful  one,  though  an  unpleasant  one  for  the  prescriber,  and  a  profitable  one  to  the 
adulterator.  Hagek,  the  noted  German  pharmacist,  gives  these  tests  tor  an  article  of  good  quality  : 

1st.    The  Tpecidiar  sweetish  taste,  an(1  the  agreeable  odor  oi  freshly  haked  bread. 

3d.  The  taint  turbidity  when  dissolved  in  water.  When  5.0  of  the  extract  is  dissolved  in 
45.0  of  distilled  water,  without  heat,  a  faint  turbid  solution  is  obtained,  which  may  be  readily 
filtered. 

3d.  When  10  c.  c.  of  this  filtered  solution  is  mixed  with  an  equal  volume  of  cold  saturated 
solution  of  picric  acid  in  a  test-tube  1.5  centimetre  in  diameter,  the  mixture  becomes  turbid,  and 
the  turbidity  increases  until  in  ten  minutes  it  is  perfiectly  opaque.  This  opacity  is  due  to  the  pro- 
tein substances  present. 

4th.  The  same  filtered  ten  per  cent,  solution  of  the  extract,  when  shaken  with  tr.  galls,  in 
excess,  affords  a  strong,  perfectly  opaque,  whitish  turbidity. 

Remedial  agents  are  also  combined  with  the  malt  extract,'  thus  Increasing  its  value  in  cer- 
tain diseases.  Thus  for  anaemia  we  have  the  iron  combined  with  the  extract ;  for  malarial  troubles, 
or  to  still  farther  increase  its  "toning"  powers,  the  cinchona  alkaloids.  Alteratives  are  also  com- 
bined with  it,  as  the  hypophosphites,  iodides,  bromides,  chlorides.  Cod  liver  oil  Is  also  another 
one  of  its  useful  adjuvants,  thus  increasing  the  nutritive  value  of  malt  extract  In  tuberculosis. 

We  have  given  you  a  pretty  broad  hint  in  the  foregoing  page  or  so  as  to  the  chief  me- 
dicinal benefit  to  be  expected  from  the  administration  of  malt  extract.  As  is  customary, 
after  a  medical  exegesis,  we  must  now  adduce  our  points  of  further  proof.  We  have  said 
enough,  probably,  of  what  we  think  of  it,  and  so  now  leave  our  other  protessional  friends  to 
finish  the  chat  with  you.  Lest  you  think  we  are  all  of  a  windy  tribe  after  the  cacoethes  sari- 
bendi  order,  we  will  condense  much  of  their  testimony. 

Prof  Cowling,  of  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Louisville,  in  his  jour- 
nal, the  Louisville  Medical  News,  says : 

In  these  days,  when  physiological  therapeutics  are  so  much  in  vogue,  the  extract  of 
malt  ought  to  receive  general  attention  from  the  profession.  There  are  few  remedies 
which,  to  a  greater  extent,  offer  a  priori  grounds  for  their  use.  Malt  sugar,  dextrine,  dias- 
tase, phosphates,  etc.,  form  its  constituents,  the  importance  of  which  to  the  digestive  pro- 
cess need  not  be  discussed.  The  clinical  evidence,  too,  which  has  sanctioned  the  physiolo- 
gical claims  of  the  malt  extract  is  abundant.  Authorities  abroad  (it  Is  officinal  in 
Germany)  and  at  home  empathically  recommend  its  remedial  qualities.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  in  the  South  and  West  the  extract  of  malt  has  not  been  used  to  the  extent  ita 
merits  call  for.  In  this  locality,  until  within  a  year  or  so  past.  It  was  almost  a  curiosity  in 
therapeutics.  It  has  grown  so  rapidly  in  favor,  however,  that  there  are  few  practitioners 
in  this  vicinity  who  do  not  constantly  prescribe  it,  and  the  verbal  testimony  as  to  the 
results  oDtalned  from  it  is  abundant  and  decided. 

In  a  paper  published  in  a  February  number  of  this  journal  by  Douglass  Morton,  M.D., 
the  writer  showed  the  extremely  beneficial  efiects  which  have  accrued  from  the  use  of  the 
extract  in  several  cases  of  tubercular  consumption.  Comparing  the  malt  with  the  cod- 
liver  oil  as  a  nutritive,  he  thought  perhaps  it  was  inferior  to  that  agent,  but  it  compen- 
sated for  this  by  being  applicable  in  a  far  greater  number  of  cases.  This  is  in  fact  its 
great  strength.  It  is  not  unpleasant  to  the  palate,  and  is  easily  retained  by  the  most  de- 
licate stomach.  It  is  indicated  in  all  diseases  accompanied  or  caused  by  Impaired  nutri- 
tion, simple  or  tuberculous,  acute  or  chronic.  In  the  convalescence  of  fevers,  pneumonia, 
bronchitis,  etc.,  the  wasting  diseases  of  children,  joint  affections,  the  emaciation  accom- 
panying uterine  disorders,  certain  forms  of  dyspepsia,  neuralgia,  m  fact  in  cases  where  we 
would  expect  food  mediciriss  to  be  beneficial,  the  malt  extract  alone,  or  at  times  combined 
with  iron,  the  hypophosphites,  etc.,  will  give  most  pleasing  results. 
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E.  R.  Palmer,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  in  tfee  University  of  Louisville,  writes  in  the 
Louisville  Medical  News  as  follows  : 

"  When  extract  of  malt  was  first  introduced  into  this  country  I  had  my  attention  called  to 
it  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  but  ntver  gave  it  or  saw  any  one  wUo  had  taken  it.  I  lost  sight  of  it 
as  a  remedy.  About  five  years  ago  I  began  to  prescribe  lager-beer  in  certain  cases,  and  have  had 
many  most  admirable  results  thai  I  could  point  to  as  following  upon  its  use.  I  have  found  it 
of  marked  benefit  in  duodenal  dyspepsia  accompanied  by  constipation  and  emaciation,  both  of 
which  it  corrects  ;  and  also  have  frequently  found  it  to  be  a  panacea  in  cases  of  mental  or  phy 
sical  exhau&tion  accompanied  by  fretfulness  or  irracibility  and  wakefulness.  Only  during  the 
year  past  have  I  given  the  malt  extract  ;  yet  the  more  I  give  it  the  better  am  I  pleased  with  its 
therapeutic  action  in  certain  of  the  most  common  chronic  maladies.  In  consultation  with  a  sur- 
gical colleague  I  ordered  "extract  of  malt  with  hypophosphites,"  in  the  case  of  J.  S.,  adult,  of 
strumous  habit,  afflicted  with  an  old  psoas  abscess.  The  patient  had  taken  cod-liver  oil  previ- 
ously. The  improvement  was  very  marked  ;  the  amount  of  discharge  decreased  rapidly,  with  a 
proportionate  gain  in  flesh  and  strength,  which  soon  enabled  him  to  return  to  hia  bench  as  a 
cabinet-maker.  When  I  last  saw  him,  six  or  eight  months  since,  he  was  still  taking  the  remedy 
in  question. 

I  was  called,  a  few  weeks  ago,  to  see  Mrs.  O.,  suflfering  with  bronchial  catarrh,  with  a  his- 
tory of  previous  haemoptysis.  She  had  taken,  under  the  direction  of  another  physician,  eight 
bottles  of  the  extract  of  malt  with  hypophosphites.  I  asked  her  what  she  thought  of  it,  and  her 
reply  was  that  while  it  had  not  cured  the  cough  it  had  entirely  relieved  her  of  a  distressing  dys- 
pepsia and  nervousness. 

Mrs.  B.,  sufi'ering  with  post-nasal  catarrh,  dyspepsia,  and  constipation,  is  taking  the  simple 
extract  of  malt  with  decided  alleviation  of  all  her  symptoms,  especially  her  constipation,  which 
was  a  source  of  much  trouble  to  her. 

Sarah  B.,  adult  (colored),  patient  of  Dr.  Cottell,  a  sufferer  from  chronic  malarial  poisoning, 
and  much  broken  in  health,  began  the  use  of  malt  and  oil  after  a  long  and  apparently  fruitless 
course  of  bark  alkaloids  Improvement  was  r9,pid  and  marked,  so  that  she  was  soon  able  to  re- 
sume her  duties  and  go  through  with  the  arduous  labors  of  spring  house-cleaning 

J.  H.  M.,  adult,  male,  with  previous  good  personal  history,  but  bad  family  record,  was  seized 
suddenly,  about  six  weeks  ago,  with  haemoptysis.  In  my  absence  he  got  of  Dr.  Cottell  fluid  ex- 
tract ergot  and  gallic  acid.  The  hemorrhage  was  checked  for  a  day  or  two,  and  returned  ;  was 
checked,  and  returned  a  third  time,  when  he  went  to  bed.  He  was  delirious,  and  had  a  tempe- 
rature of  108.5°  and  a  pulse  of  130,  night-sweats,  and  cough,  with  subcrepitant  rales  througoat 
the  right  mammary  region.  I  feared  that  I  had  a  case  of  acute  tuberculosis,  and  made  a  grave 
prognosis.  I  ordered  carbonate  of  ammonia  and  morphine,  and  after  a  couple  of  days  changed 
to  syrup  of  wild  cherry  and  chloral.  Alter  three  or  four  days  the  delirium,  which  was  never 
marked,  passed  away,  and  I  ordered  extract  of  malt  and  oil  to  be  taken  with  wine.  He  protested 
that  he  could  not  take  oil.  I  assured  him  he  could  take  the  preparation  ordered.  He  improved 
steadily,  is  out  of  doors,  coughs  but  little,  has  regained  his  flesh  and  appetite,  lost  his  night- 
sweats,  and    xpects  to  go  to  work  at  his  trade  (piano-making)  in  a  few  days. 

Sarah  H.  (colored),  married  but  sterile,  has  a  strikingly  similar  history,  excepting  the  deli- 
rium. In  her  case  emaciation  was  very  marked,  owing  probably  to  the  large  amount  of  blood 
lost.  She  has  taken  so  lar  four  bottles  of  malt  and  oil,  and  is  clearly  improving  in  health  and 
strength. 

One  case  more :  Mattie  M.  (colored),  a  school-teacher,  of  large  frame,  weighing  before  sick 
about  one  hundred  and  seventy  pounds,  developed  hereditary  phthisis  about  eight  months 
ago,  with  all  the  usual  strain  of  symptoms,  includ^ing  laryngitis.  She  had  an  emulsion  of  cod- 
liver  oil  (an  excellent  preparation),  with  moderate  improvement,  also  Churchill's  syrup  of  hy- 
pophosphites ;  but  the  cough  and  hoarseness,  with  occasional  slight  hemorrhage,  continued. 
About  three  months  ago  I  ordered  carbolic  acid  by  atomizer  for  throat,  and  malt  and  oil  inter- 
nally, withdrawing  all  other  treatment.  In  the  last  two  months  I  have  not  seen  her,  except  on 
the  street  and  once  in  my  office.  She  hardly  coughs  at  all,  has  regained  all  the  flesh  she  lost, 
has  no  hoarseness,  and  is  regularly  at  her  post  in  one  of  our  public  schools  tor  colored  children- 

This  last  I  deem  the  most  remarkable  case  of  all  reported.  The  second  stage  of  phthisis 
was  well  advanced,  and  all  the  graver  symptoms  which  mark  it  were  present.  The  usual  treat- 
ment, including  cod-liver  oil  and  the  hypophosphites,  had  been  faithfully  tried,  with  but  slight 
improvement ;  while  from  the  commencement  of  malt  and  oil  improvement  has  been  steady  and 
marked. 

Malt  extract,  with  its  combinations,  has  been  recommended  and  deserves  a  trial  in  the  fol- 
lowing diseases :  anaemia,  chlorosis,  marasmus,  dyspepsia,  neuralgia,  insomnia,  pulmonary  and 
bronchial  affections,  dysentery,  constipation,  scrofula,  convalescence  from  exhausting  diseases, 
etc.  It  may  be  had  combined  with  any  of  the  standard  tonics  or  alteratives,  for  which  it  makes 
an  admirable  vehicle. 

Prof.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  says  in  the  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association  that 
in  the  convalescence  from  fevers,  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  and  the  various  acute  diseases,  the  malt 
extract  has  proved  itself  ot  the  greatest  value.  *  *  *  Delicate  and  scroiulous  children,  born 
of  invalid  and  consumptive  parents,  will  almost  invariably  improve  in  flesh,  strength  and  vigor, 
under  the  use  of  the  malt.  *  *  *  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  as  controlling  or  palliating  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  fatal  symptoms,  emaciation,  we  have  found  this  malt  extract  of  very 
great  value.  *  *  In  the  second  stage  of  phthisis,  the  malt  extract  sustains  strength  and  nu- 
trition, and  thus  favors  slow  progress  or  possible  arrest,  if  circumstances  favor.      *      »      In  the 
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third  stage,  in  individnal  cases,  I  have  found  it  to  produce  a  temporary  increase  of  strength,  and 
apparently  assist  in  prolonging  life. 

Dk.  Wm.  a.  Green,  of  Macon,  Ga.,  in  the  American  Medical  Bi-  Weekly,  says :  "  In  a  pre- 
vious article  on  the  extract  of  malt,  I  spoke  of  it  as  a  valuable  therapeutic'agent  for  the  treat- 
ment of  enfeebled  and  exhausted  constitutions,  being  rich  in  both  muscle  and  fat-producing 
material.  In  this  paper  I  propose  inviting  the  attention  of  physicians  to  the  combination  of 
other  remedial  agents  with  this  malt  extract,  which  is  considered  of  increased  value  in  the  treat- 
ment of  many  affections,  especially  of  a  chronic  character  ;  as  all  pulmonary  troubles,  anaemia 
and  chlorosis,  all  forms  of  scrofula,  tedious  convalescence,  particularly  from  diseases  of  a  malarial 
origin ;  the  diseases  arising  from  defective  nutrition  and  wasting  diseases  of  childhood,  etc. 
Having  been  found  a  valuable  vehicle  for  administering  so  many  medicines,  it  will  surplant  sar- 
saparilla  and  the  bark  preparations  for  this  purpose,  in  my  opinion,  when  its  advantages  are 
better  known  and  appreciated,  because  it  is  applicable  to  a  larger  number  of  diseases  and  much 
cheaper. 

.  The  combination  of  malt  extract  vrith  pyrophosphate  of  iron  is  adapted  to|  all  cases  charac- 
terized by  anaemia,  when  the  malt  is  indicated.  This  preparation  is  known'in  the  market  as 
ferrated  extract  of  malt. 

Citrate  of  iron  and  quinine  with  malt  is  a  very  agreeable  and  eflBcacious  tonic,  well  borne 
by  delicate  ladies  and  children.  I  have  found  it  particularly  efficacious  in  the  anaemic  conditions 
following  our  malarial  fevers  with  tenderness  and  enlargement  of  the  spleen  and  liver,  with 
dropsical  effusion  in  the  extremities. 

Extract  of  malt  with  cod- liver  oil  is  an  efficient,  palatable  and  perfectly  stable  combination, 
consisting  of  equal  parts  of  the  extract  of  Canada  barley  malt  and  the  best  cod-liver  oil,  flavored 
with  the  oil  of  bitter  almonds.  Many  physicians  have  either  ceased  to  prescribe  cod  liver  oil,|[or 
greatly  restricted  its  use,  because  of  its  disagreeable,  nauseous  taste  and  effects,  or  its  spurious- 
ness  ;  but  these  objections  are  removed.  In  this  form  and  preparation,  its  efficacy  is  increased, 
and  made  more  acceptable  and  digestible  to  the  most  sensitive  stomach.  It  is  cf  interest  to  re- 
member that  the  two  substances  contained  in  this  emulsion  are  of  equal  value  in  the  treatment 
of  the  same  class  of  diseases.  Thus  this  combination  possesses  the  valuable  properties  of  trans- 
forming unassimilable  food  into  that  which  may  be  easily  assimilated,  of  furnishing  phosphates 
to  the  system,  of  being  itself  exceedingly  bland  and  nutritious,  and  of  forming  also  an  unequaled 
emulsion  with  cod-liver  oil,  which  sufficiently  attests  the  appropriateness  of  the  combination. 

When  a  more  energetic  alterative  and  restorative  is  desired  we  have  it  in  the^extract  of 
malt  "  with  cod  liver  oil  and  iodide  of  iron  ;"  the  latter  a  tonic,  alterative,  diuretic,  and  emmena- 
gogue,  much  employed  in  scrofulous  diseases,  enlarged  glands,  anaemia,  chlorosis,  leucorrhoea, 
etc.  Ricord  extols  it  in  syphilitic  disease  occurring  in  enfeebled,  debilitated  and  scrofulous  sub- 
jects. 

The  recent  medical  literature  of  Europe  gives  strong  evidence  of  the  value  of  malt  extracts 
as  medical  agents.  Among  the  foreign  medical  writers  who  have  spoken  favorably  of  their  use, 
we  mention  prominently  Niemeyer,  Werber,  and  Ziemssen,  of  Germany  ;  Trousseau  and  Pillois, 
of  France ;  Testa  and  Tartaglea,  of  Italy  ;  Aitken,  Anstie,  and  Richardson,  of  England.  Such 
authorities  are  certainly  sufficient  to  fix  the  value  and  reliability  of  any  medicine,  and  sufficient 
to  induce  us  at  least  to  give  them  a  trial." 

Douglas  Morton,  M.  D.,  of  Louisville,  in  the  Louisville  Medical  News,  says :  "  I  have  been 
using  the  extract  of  malt  for  some  months,  and  with  results  so  satisfactory  that  in  making  them 
known  I  feel  I  do  the  profession  real  service.  It  gives  me  pleasure  therefore  to  contribute  an 
account  of  some  of  my  experiehce  to  your  columns. 

Case  I. — Miss  P.,  a  young  lady  of  about  twenty-three  years  of  age,  came  under  treatment 
last  spring.  She  belonged  to  a  family  several  members  of  which  died  of|  tubercular  disease — 
among  others  a  sister,  of  "  consumption  of  the  bowels."  At  this  time  she  was  exceedingly  frail 
and  badly  nourished— weighing  only  ninety  pounds,  although  of  medium  height.  For  a  few 
days  she  had  been  suffering  from  abdominal  pain  and  tenderness,  with  rise  of  fever  in  the  even- 
ing. Her  appetite  had  been  very  poor  all  the  preceding  winter,  and  now  she  had  none  at  all. 
For  some  time  she  had  had  troublesome  dyspepsia,  and  found  it  necessary  to  limit  herself  to  a 
very  few  articles  of  food. 

I  believed  these  symptoms  and  others  that  appeared  in  her  case  to  be  due  to  tuberculosis 
already  established  in  the  tissues  connected  with  the  intestinal  tract  or  otherwise,  at  least  to  the 
state  of  congestion  which  precedes  the  actual  deposit  of  tubercular  matter.  The  most  important 
part  of  treatment  in  this  case  was,  of  course,  that  relating  to  diet  and  hygiene,  especially  since 
neither  alcohol  nor  cod-liver  oil  could  be  borne.  I  recommended  milk  and  a  plenty  of  fresh  air  ; 
but  though  the  former  was  not  distasteful  to  her,  she  had  no  special  relish  for  it,  and  her 
strength  was  not  sufficiently  built  up  by  it  (being  almost  her  sole  article  of  food)  to  enable  her 
to  enjoy  or  even  to  endure  outdoor  exercise  of  any  kind.  This  being  the  state  of  affairs,  I  or- 
dered extract  of  malt  as  an  experiment,  for  at  this  time  I  had  decided  lack  of  confidence  in  its 
vaunted  merits,  and  indeed  feared  that  n>7  patient,  with  her  delicate  stomach,  would  not  be  able 
r^v^^f""  ®l^^?^  **^  appearance  or  taste.  But,  to  my  surprise,  she  could  only  take  it,  but  actually 
liked  It  Of  its  effects  upon  her  it  is  enough  to  say  that  her  health  was  greatly  improved,  and 
that  It  has  continued  comparatively  good  up  to  the  present  time. 

Case  II.— Miss  S.  came  under  treatment  last  summer.  She^is  about  twenty-eight  years  old, 
and  has  been  in  poor  health  for  several  years,  her  malady  being  chronic  bronchitis,  with  its  not 
unfrequent  concomitant,  asthma.  I  found  her  greatly  reduced^in  flesh  and  worn  out  from  loss 
of  sleep  occasioned  by  paroxysms  of  coughing  and[of  asthma,    t  She  suffered,  moreover,  from  a 
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peculiar  neurosis  of  the  stomach  and  cesophsgus  which  gave  rise  at  times  to  a  most  obplinate 
hicooujrh  that  would  keep  up  for  hours,  ard  again  to  a  disagreeable  sensation  of  having  a  ball 
in  the  throat — a  sort  of  "globus  hystericus."  fche  had  lately  been  having  fever  in  the  evening 
and  had  complt-tely  lost  her  appetite.  By  physical  examination  I  found  the  usual  evidences  of 
broncliiiis  wiih  asthma,  as  well  as  indications  that  areas  of  lung  tissue  here  and  there  had  un- 
dergone solidification.  I  had  little  hope  of  this  patient  deriving  material  benefit  from  any  treat- 
ment. Her  couah  was  severe  enough  to  require  opium,  and  1  tried  to  relieve  the  gastric  trouble 
wi  h  hydrocyanic  acid  and  bismuth.  As  a  combined  food  and  stimulant  I  prescribed  the  old- 
fashionf'd  mixture  of  mm,  fresh  linseed  oil,  and  honey  ;  but  excepting  the  temporary  reliet  given 
by  opium,  this  treatment  proved  a  failure,  and  I  again  tried  the  extract  of  malt,  and  with  results 
more  decidedly  satisfactory  than  in  case  I.  My  patient  commenced  at  once  to  improve  in  every 
particulsr,  and  was  soon  able  to  get  out  of  bed  and  ride  out  eirary  day,  and  has  gotten  through 
the  winter  thus  far  much  more  comfortably  than  she  did  last  year.  She  has  taken  this  remedy 
pretty  constantly  to  the  present  time  and  does  not  find  it  at  all  unplensant. 

('ase  in. — Mrs.  T.,  aged  about  twenty-eight,  came  under  tr«atment  last  summer.  She  has 
borne  two  children,  who  have  died,  and  has  miscarried  twice.  For  some  time  she  had  been  los- 
ing flesh  and  suffering  from  "  nervousness"  and  melancholy,  which  succeeded  the  deep  grief  sc- 
casioned  by  the  loss  of  her  children.  She  had  also  been  a  victim  to  troublesome  d)  spepsia, 
attendi-d  with  gastralgia,  flatulence,  and  constipation.  I  advised  her  to  try  to  employ  herself 
actively  and  usefully,  and  at  the  same  time  to  seek  the  diversions  of  society,  and  to  take  a  plenty 
of  out-door  exercise.  In  the  meantime  I  regulated  her  diet  and  addressed  medical  treatment  to 
her  dyspepsia.  She  was  a  model  patient,  and  faithfully  carried  out  my  instructions,  but  with 
no  marked  improvement  until  I  put  her  on  the  extract  of  malt  early  in  December.  This  she 
has  continued  to  tak^  quite  regularly  until  lately,  and  withgreater  benefit,  she  assures  me,  than 
any  thinsr  else  had  given  her. 

Case  IV. — Miss  T.,  twenty-two  years  of  age,  came  under  treatment  for  dysmenorrhea  on 
the  13th  of  last  December.  She  had  passed  her  catamenial  period  about  the  1st  of  the  month. 
Menstruation  had  for  some  months  been  attended  with  more  pain  than  usual,  but  at  this  period 
and  the  one  immediately  preceding  her  suSering  had  been  extremely  severe.  I  found  her  ner- 
vous, iiiitable,  and  entirely  without  appetite.  For  some  time  past  she  had  been  suffering  con- 
siderable pain  in  the  left  ovary  during  her  catamenial  intervals,  and  it  was  now  so  tender  that 
either  walking  or  writing  gave  much  puin.  Having  lived  on  a  surprisingly  small  amount  of 
food  for  tlie  past  two  mdnibs,  she  had  lost  considerable  flesh  and  was  very  weak. 

Along  with  the  local  treatment  addressed  to  the  disease  of  the  ovary,  which  I  considered  the 
chief  cause  of  the  dysmenorrhea,  I  thought  it  important  to  try  to  improve  my  patient's  nutrition 
directly.  All  her  tissues  needed  nourisbment.  Her  sleeplessness  and  irritability  showed  this  of 
the  brain  ;  peripheral  hypersesthesia  proved  the  same  for  the  nerves,  and  loss  of  weight  for  the 
tissues  generally.  Having  poor  digestive  powers  and  no  appetite,  it  was  important  that  she 
should  have  a  food  at  once  relatively  small  in  balk,  highly  nutritious,  and  readily  digestible. 
My  previous  experience  with  the  extract  of  malt  led  to  its  selection  as  filling  the  conditions. 
Miss  T.  took  it  without  difuculty  ;  and  it  is  sufficient  to  say  here  that  in  the  result  my  hopes 
were  fully  realized. 

The  fijur  cases  reported  have  one  important  condition  in  common  :  viz.,  failure  of  digestive 
powers,  with  its  necessary  consequence — impaired  nutrition.  This  in  the  two  first  was  associ- 
ated with  organic  disease  of  the  digestive  organs  ;  in  the  others  it  seemed  to  be  due  to  the  debi- 
litating influence  of  prolonged  pain,  which  in  one  case  was  mental  and  in  the  other  physical. 

The  need  of  alimentation  was  paramount  in  all,  and  to  secure  this  was  the  main  aim  of  the 
treatment.  No  sort  of  diet  was  sufiicient  for  this  purpose,  and  in  all  four  cases  there  where  ob- 
iecl  ons  to  cod  liver  oil.  In  neither  of  the  three  cases  in  which  drugs  were  used  to  remedy  the 
dyspepsia  d.d  they  seem  to  do  any  good  ;  and  the  extract  of  malt*was  prescribed  that  by  its  high 
degree  of  digestibility  this  trouble  would  prove  no  bar  to  the  attainment  of  the  end  in  view. 


BERBERIS    AQUIFOLIUM. 

Botanical  IVame,                    Berberia  Aquifolium.  Habitat,  California. 

Local  OP  Common  Names, Medicinal  part,    Ttie  root. 

By  J.  H.  BUNDY,  M.  D.,  Coltjsa,  Cal. 

This  new  remedy  is  attracting  great  attention  m  this  immediate  vicinity  from  the  fact  of  my 
having  made  three  marvelous  cures  with  it,  within  a  short  time,  and  all  three  of  them  were  cases 
that  ordinarily,  and  m  tact  always  would  be  pronoun<;ed  incurable,  as  were  these  cases.  To  make 
a  long  article  short,  and  to  save  time,  which  is  pressing  on  my  own  part,  and  to  make  reports 
of  cases  of  more  than  usual  interest,  is  the  purpose  of  this  paoer. 

Mr.  N.  B.  Marshall,  of  Willows,  Colusa  Co.,  Cal.,  had  been  suffering  from  cancer 
for  over  four  years ;  it  was  called  cancer  at  least  by  the  best  physicians  in  St.  Louis  and  San 
Francisco,  and  in  fact  by  the  best  physicians  from  San  Francisco  to  Red  Blufls. 
On  the  3th  of  July  of  this  year,  he  stopped  over  night  in  Colusa,  on  his  way  to 
St.  Louis,  where  he  was  again  going  for  farther  treatment,  as  he  had  received  no  benefit  from  any 
other  quarter.  My  friend  Dr.  C.  W.  Hansen,  who  was  acquainted  with  him,  asked  him  if  he  had 
ever  tiied  Dr.  Bundy,  to  which  he  answered  "  no."  Dr.  Hansen  prevailed  on  him  to  give  me  a 
trial  ot  two  or  three  weeks,  and  I  waa  acoortjingljr  introduced  to  bim.  Upon  examiuatiou  I  fouod 
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that  the  uvula,  together  with  one  halt  ot  the  tongue,  had  been  eaten  away,  and  at  a  point  about 
middle  wav'of  the  cheek,  a  hole  through  which  you  might  trust  two  fingers,  also  existed  and  at 
the  outer  and  upper  angle  of  the  upper  lip,  and  the  outer  and  lower  angle  of  the  lower  lip,  the 
corroding  element  had  taken  out  that  entire  portion  of  the  lips  for  an  inch  either  way,  and  had 
found  its  w  ay  beneath  the  integument  to  the  lower  border  of  the  left  malar  bone  :  the  cheek 
or  that  portion  covering  Ji  that  bone,  presented  the  color  ot  a  strawberry  and  was  swollen 
considerably.  It  also  attacked  the  parts  at  the  posterior  aspect  and  angle  of  the  interior  maxil- 
la, the  effects  ot  which  produced  anchylosis,  so  he  could  not  separate  his  teeth  an  eighth  of  an 
inch.  There  had  been  several  teeth  removed  and  but  for  that  I  could  not  have  made  an  exami- 
nation that  would  have  been  at  all  satisfactory  ;  but,  from  the  above  facts  obtained,  I  felt  quite 
satisfied. 

He  told  me  that  Dr.  — ,  of  San  Francisco,  was  determined  to  cut  out  the  tongue,  as  that 
was  the  only  hope  for  him,  and  that  without  the  operation  he  would  not  survive  three  months. 
He  told  the  doctor  he  would  rather  die  than  live  without  some  tongue  therefore  would  not  sub- 
mit to  it.  Atter  caretul  deliberation  I,  diagnosed  the  case  syphilis  and  accordinglv  brought  to 
bear  the  new  remedy  which  I  have,  in  a  previous  paper,  described  and  made  known  to  the  pro- 
fession -Berberis  Aquifolium.  I  told  him  I  could  tell  ot  my  success  in  his  case  in  two  weeks, 
which  time  he  gave  me  for  a  trial.  I  prescribed  I^.  Fluid,  extract,  berberis  §  iii ;  iodid.  potass. 
I  ss;  syr.  simp.  §  ii ;  spts.  frumenti,  aqua;  dest.  aa  q  s.  ad  Oi.  ni  sig.,  one  tablespoonfal  four  times 
daily.  This  was  on  the  Gth  of  last  July.  1  did  not  see  him  until  the  6th  of  August— one  month, 
at  which  time  it  was  entirely  healed,  and  the  man  had  gained  several  pounds  in  flesh.  As  a  local 
application  r  gave  him,  R.  Tr.  grindeiiae  rob.  3  ii ;  bismuth,  subuit  3  ii ;  glycerinse  3ii;  H  8. 
Apply  to  corroding  parts  three  or  lour  times  daily.  He  is  still  well  and  is  to  remain  under  my 
treatment  tor  three  months  from  the  time  he  began  treatment. 

The  medicine  has  not  been  changed,  except  the  addition  of  |i  ot  fl.  ext.  of  the  cascara  sa- 
grado  for  the  constipated  condition  the  bowels  presented,  which  it  speedily  regulated,  as  it  always 
does.  It  was  not  the  iodide  of  potassium  thai  did  the  work,  for  the  gentleman  informed  me 
that  he  had  taken  pounds  of  it  Irom  physicians,  and  had  obtained  and  taken  it  without  prescrip- 
tion. There  are  cases  in  which  when  combined  with  iodide  of  potass,  the  work  is  more  speedily 
done,  and  in  others  it  does  far  better  alone,  and  I  am  now  combining  with  it  just  enough  of  the 
fluid  extract  of  cascara  sagi-ado  to  perfectly  regulate  the  bowels.  I  have  had  several  cases  of  se- 
eondary  syphilis  that  presented  the  ulceration  of  the  throa'  and  nose  as  well  as  the  tongue  and 
cheeks,  and  one  month  is  all  the  time  required  yet  in  any  of  such  cases.  I  have  seldom  met  a 
case  that  had  not  been  thoroughly  treated  with  iodides  and  mercurials,  and  when  thev  have  been 
treated  so  tor  a  long  time  I  always  add  the  kali  iodidum,  and  in  one  case  I  gave  3  i  to  the  Oi — 
tablespoontul  four  times  daily. 

1  have  two  cases  of  salt  rheum  to  report  which  completes  the  list  of  cases  ot  more  than  usual 
interest. 

Mrs.  F.  had  suffered  from  salt  rheum  more  than  twenty  years,  had  heard  of  the  case  ot  Mr. 
Marshall  and  came  herself  for  treatment.  From  her  elbows  to  the  tips  of  her  fingers  she  was 
raw,  as  expressed  by  herself ;  her  hands  and  arms  being  done  up  in  rags  saturated  with  Kenne" 
dy's  salt  rheum  ointment.  I  prescribed,  I?.  Fluid  extract  berbens  aquifolium  §  iii ;  liq.  potass, 
arsen.  3  i ;  syr.  simp.  |  ii ;  aquae  dest.  q.s.  ad  Oi.  ti],  sig.  Take  tablespoontul  tour  times  daily. 
I^.  Linseed  oil  to  be  kept  constantly  applied  sufficient  to  keep  the  skin  soft.  In  three  weeks 
every  vestige  of  the  eruption  disappeared,  and  now  for  three  months  since  the  patient  has  no 
trouble  in  putting  hands  in  water,  or  anything  ot  the  kind,  and  for  the  first  time  in  tv^^enty  years. 

My  second  case,  Mrs.  L..  a  lady  of  about  thirty  years,  had  suH'ered  about  three  years.  I  gave 
her  just  the  same  as  the  last  case,  but  she  did  not  improve  so  fast.  I  stopped  the  liq.  potass,  ar- 
sen. and  added  iodide  potass.  |  ss  ;  the  improvement  was  slow,  and  I  then  gave  her  fluid  extract 
berberis  5  iv.  sig.— take  teaspoonful  four  or  five  times  daily  in  syrup  or  water,  and  in  two  weeks 
the  eruption  entirely  disappeared  and,  at  this  writing,  three  months  since,  she  has  seen 
nothing  further  ot  the  disease  and  says  she  is  well.  These  two  cases  took  the  remedy  for  from 
ten  to  twelve  weeks. 

Ii  is  more  certain  in  ague  than  quinine,  and  that  is  making  a  broad  assertion  ;  but  1  have 
proven  it  here,  and  hundreds  of  people  buy  it  to  put  in  whisky  and  take  a  tablespoontul  thiee  or 
four  times  daily,  and  they  all  say,  "it  will  knock  the  ague." 

I  have  never  tound  but  one  remedy  that  is  positively  a  specific  lor  constipntion  in  all  its  pha- 
ses, and  that  is  the  Cas(-ae,.\  Sagrado.  This  is  as  sure  to  completely  cure  it  as  It  is  given  :  and 
when  I  speak  ot  this  remedy  I  feel  that  1  have  attained  an  end  that  has  always  been  my  desjfe 
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to  attain— and  that  is.  a  sure  remedy  for  coasfipation.  There  are  cases,  and  I  meet  them  occa- 
sionally, in  which  the  great  tonic  power  of  the  berberis  materially  enhances  its  action,  and  in 
those  cases  I  combine  the  two.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  treat  on  Cascara  sagrado  in  this  paper, 
but  using  it  in  connection  with  the  berberis,  I  simply  make  mention  of  it.  In  the  luture  I  will 
introduce  this  drug  to  the  profession  with  a  report  of  over  one  hundred  cases  of  con«tipation 
completely  cured.  I  should  have  done  so  before,  but  the  season  for  obtaining  it  passed,  and  I 
had  but  a  limited  supply.  I  have  sent  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  a  small  supply— a  few  pounds 
only,  but  soon  they  will  be  well  supplied  with  it,  as  they  are  with  the^berberis. 

If  you  wish  to  smooth  the  skin  of  a  ladies'  face,  which  has  hecome  rough  and  unsightly,  give  her 
berberis  and  she  will  give  you  many  a  puff,  together  with  thanks,  etc. 

Not  to  dwell  longer  at  this  time,  I  will  report  from  time  to  time  in  the  future  on 
the  berberis,  and  desire  to  hear  the  reports  of  others  who  may  be  so  fortunate  as  to  have  the  op- 
portunity of  testing  it. 

Bbrberis'^Aqitifolium:. — Since  my  arrival  here  my  attention  has  been  called  to  some  re- 
markable remedies.  The  berberis  aquifolium  was  brought  to  my  notice  here  by  an  old  Indian, 
who  had  U8ed|it  for  a  long  time  in  scrofulous,  cancerous,  and  syphilitic  aflfections.  The  mot  is 
the  part  used,  and  this  is  extremely  hard  and  tough  ;  of  a  bright  yellow  color,  and  pungently 
bitter  to  the  taste.  Its  bitter  or  tonic  properties  are  very  much  superior  to  gentian  or  hydrastin. 
even  equal  to  quinine — some  regard  it  more  effective  in  malarial  fevers.  Its  power  as  an  alter- 
ative is  certainly  very  eflBcient,  for  it  seems  to  be  capable  of  eradicating  scrofulous,  cancerous, 
and  syphilitic  contaminations  from  the  blood. 

The  action  of  this  invaluable  drug  on  the  economy  of  man  is  really  astonishing  ; — a  catha/r- 
tic,  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  tonic,  and  alterative.  On  the  liver,  it  quickly  relieves  congestion,  and 
seems  to  increase  the  activity  of  the  spleen,  as  is  evinced  by  a  rapid  elaboration  of  red  blood.  As 
a  stimulant  to  all  glands  it  is  invaluable,  as  in  chronic  tonsillitis,  and  enlargement  of  the  pro- 
state. It  is,  however,  in  secondary  and  tertiary  syphilis  that  its  most  wonderful  action  is  ex- 
hibited: Here,  in  a  simple  decoction,  with  no  iodide  of  potassa,  nor  any  other  drug,  does  this  drug 
so  efficiently  act  upon  the  glands  as  to  eliminate  all  the  morbid  material  and  reconstruct,  as  it 
were,  a  new  bony  tissue. — Dr.  Hastinob,  of  Los  Angelos,  Cal.,  in  the  Eel.  Med.Jou/rnal  ofPhila. 

Preparations. 

Fluid  Extract. 
^dxainistraision. 

One  drachm  in  syrup,  or  water,  four  or  five  times  a  day. 


GENTIANA  QUINQUEFLORA. 

Botanical  Kame,  Oenttana  Quinqueflora.  Habitat,  Susquehanna  valley. 

liocal  or  Common  Names,  Vive-flowered  Gentian.         Medicinal  Part,   The  tohole  plant. 

By  C.  H.  Yelvington,   M.  D.,    Susquehanna,  Pa. 

Under  the  above  caption,  King,  in  the  American  Dispensatory .,  gives  a  short  space  to 
one  of  our  indigenous  remedies,  closing  by  saying  that  it  deserves  further  investigation. 
It  was  first  peculiarly  brought  to  my  notice  in  October  1866,  since  which  time  I  have  been 
experimenting  and  testing  the  remedy  in  various  ways.  But  as  a  history  of  my  obtaining 
the  first  knowledge  of  the  herb  may  be  interesting  to  the  profession,  I  will  trespass  on  your 
space  to  inform  them  of  it.  On  the  banks  of  the  east  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  near 
the  present  burrough  of  Susquehanna,  formerly  lived  a  tribe  of  red  men,  the  remnants  of 
which  have  been  removed  west  on  a  reservation  ;  yet  each  successive  fall  brings  a  few  de- 
cendants  of  the  tribe  to  visit  the  graves  of  their  ancestors,  and  it  was  during  one  of  these 
visits  that,  meeting  one  of  the  sons  of  the  forest  in  a  store,  where  he  was  waiting  for  some 
tobacco,  the  writer  observed  he  had  a  small  bundle  of  herbs  under  his  arm;  but  he  at  first  would 
answer  no  questions  as  to  name  or  virtues,  observing  the  usual  reticence  of  his  race.  After 
being  presented  by  the  writer  with  a  quantity  of  tobacco,  however,  his  tongue  became  un- 
loosed and  he  praised  its  virtues  as  a  corrector  of  the  biliary  apparatus,  being,  he  said,  a  cer- 
tain cure  for  "chill  fever,"  (fever  and  ague)  and  all  fevers;  remarking,  "my  people  make  great 
use  of  it."  My  first  trials  were  made  within  a  few  days  on  three  cases  of  obstinate  inter- 
mittents  of  the  tertian  form,  the  patients  being  a  mother  and  two  children,  having  contracted 
it  at  their  former  home,  a  malarious  district  in  Eastern  New  York.  On  enquiring  I  found  it 
•was  three  years  that  they  had  had  chills  and  fever,  and  this  was  the  third  year  they  had  suffer- 
ed with  it;  quinia  and  other  anti-periodics  had  failed  to  control  the  disease,  but  to  my  surprise 
and  satisfaction  in  one  weeks  time  it  was  brought  entirely  under  subjection  by  the  use  of 
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a  decoction  of  the  herb,  and  without  a  recurrence  as  had  previously  been  the  case  in  the 
use  of  quinia.  The  success  in  these  cases  led  me  to  a  continued  use  of  the  remedy  and  with 
me  it  soon  took  the  place  of  quinia,  and  in  a  large  and  varied  practice  of  over  ten  years 
since  my  commencing  its  use,  I  can  safely  say  as  a  substitute  for  the  former  article  it  has 
completely  answered  the  purpose.  It  is  a  more  pleasant  bitter,  does  not  produce  any  of  the 
unpleasant  symptoms  attending  an  overdose  of  quinia.  May  be  used  in  combination  or  in  al- 
ternation with  many,  I  may  say  with  all  of  the  ofl&cinal  fluid  extracts,  with  the  one  exception 
(veratrum  ver.),  with  which  I  have  always  considered  it  incompatible,  as  one  is  a  depressor, 
the  other  a  tonic  stimulant  and  sustainer  of  the  vital  forces.  It  may  be  used  at  any  stage 
of  the  complaint.  A  communication  extending  over  all  my  trials  would  occupy  too  much 
space  and  tire  the  readers.  Therefore,  in  a  general  way,  I  will  merely  inform  them  as  to 
some  of  the  cases  and  conditions  in  which  I  use  the  remedy. 

In  fevers  of  all  kinds,  in  combination  or  in  alternation  with  gelsemium,  aconite  and  bella- 
donna, according  as  either  was  indicated,  in  some  instances  with  digitalis,  when  that  agent 
appeared  especially  called  for.  I  have  always  found  it  to  harmonize  well  with  them,  and 
as  a  corrector  of  the  billiary  apparatus  I  have  combined  and  alternated  it  with  podophyllum, 
leptandra,  juglans,  senna,  rhei,  and  almost  every  one  of  the  aperient  as  well  as  cathartic 
remedies,  noting  carefully  the  effect  when  in  combination  or  used  alone,  and  it  has  not  only 
appeared  to  harmonize  well,  but  also  in  most  instances  increased  the  therapeutic  action  of 
the  others,  requiring  much  smaller  doses,  obtaining  better  results,  leaving  the  patient  in 
better  condition.  So  well  have  I  become  convinced  that  active  purgation  is  not  called  for, 
that  I  now  rarely  give  a  cathartic  trusting,  when  necessary  to  obtain  an  action  of  the  bowels, 
to  the  Gentian  Q.,  to  stimulate  the  liver  to  eliminating  the  bile,  thereby  flupplying  natures' 
own  remedy,  and  in  only  the  most  obstinate  cases  do  I  find  it  necessary  to  combine  with  some 
one  of  the  above  mentioned  articles.  But  perhaps  it  is  in  those  cases  best  known  as  run  down, 
those  which  to  the  physician  are  the  most  trying  of  all  our  patients.  "  Walking  patients," 
who  are  always  sick  and  never  so  well  satisfied  as  when  recounting  to  physician  or 
friend  all  their  bad  symptoms  and  feelings,  where  there  is  an  atonic  condition  of  the  digestive 
organs,  constipated  bowels,  with  an  occasional  diarrhoea,  weakness  and  trembling  of  the 
limbs,  a  periodical  and  distressing  headache,  cardiac  disturbances,  etc.,  vnth  the  one  hun- 
dred and  one  other  symptoms,  which  are  associated  with  such  patients  is  where  the 
remedy  will  never  fail  to  give  satisfaction,  and  I  frequently  prescribe  a  diluted  tr.  alone. 
Sometimes,  when  the  digestive  powers  are  feeble,  I  combine  other  remedies  with  it,  such 
for  instance  as  comp.  tr.  capsicum  et  myrrh.,  nux  vomica,hydrastis  canadensis,  etc.  If  there 
is  a  depraved  condition,  or  want  of  sufficient  energy  of  the  reproductive  organs  of  the  fe- 
male, I  associate  or  alternate  with  it  senecio  aureus,  helonias,  macrotys,  ergot,  gossypium, 
or  lillium  ext.  In  nervous  conditions,  the  bromides,  cypripedium,  Scutellaria,  hyoscya- 
mu8,  stramonium,  or  in  any  one  of  the  above  conditions,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the 
prominent  symptoms  of  my  patient,  always  taking  into  consideration  the  mental  sphere  as 
well  as  physical  ailments,  I  unite  or  alternate  as  seems  best  such  remedies  as  will  in  my 
mind  meet  abnormal  conditions,  trusting  to  the  tonic  powers  of  the  Gentian  Quinqueflora 
to  hold  all  I  can  gain  by  the  use  of  other  medicines,  and  I  have  from  confidence  in  long  sa- 
tisfactory use  come  to  look  on  this  one  remedy  as  necessary  to  success  in  treating  many  of 
my  chronic  as  well  as  acute  cases.  I  have  made  it  a  custom  each  fall,  for  the  past  several 
years,  to  furnish  some  of  my  medical  friends  with  parcels  of  the  herb,  who  have  always  paid 
it  a  voluntary  tribute  and  cannot  well  do  without  it. 

My  practice  so  fully  occupies  my  time  as  to  prevent  my  giving  proper  attention  to  the 
numerous  applications  which  I  receive  for  the  drug,  and  I  now  wish  to  state  to  the  profes- 
sion that  I  have  caused  to  be  gathered  all  that  could  be  found  in  this  region,  and  have 
forwarded  it  to  Messrs.  Pakke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit,  who  will  make  it  into  a  fluid  ex- 
tract, holding  all  the  characteristic  effects  of  the  drug,  and  from  the  well  known  reputation 
of  their  house  all  may  feel  assured  that  they  will  receive  a  reliable  article. 

Owing  to  the  extreme  drouth  this  fall  the  croup  is  not  near  half  what  it  would  have 
been  under  other  circumstances. 

The  common  names  among  the  people  are :  gall  of  the  earth  (from  its  intense  bitter- 
ness), billious  weeS.  (from  its  supposed  hepatic  action),   frost  blow  (as  it  is  among  the  last 
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flowers  seen),  ague  cure  or  weed  (as  it  is  positively  asserted  by  the  oldest  settlers  that  it 
is  a  specific.  And  here  I  would  remark  that  the  multiplicity  of  names  only  tends  to  dis- 
traction and  to  destroy  positive  knowledge  in  materia  medica,  as  it  not  unfrequently  hap- 
pens that  in  different  localities  the  same  article  bears  a  very  different  name,  hence  the 
propriety  of  calling  articles  by  their  proper  botanical  or  officinal  names. 

The  brief  description  given  by  King  is  a  good  one,  but  it  is  not  how- 
ever, I  think,  spread  over  so  wide  an  extent  of  territory.  As  I  have  travelled  considerably 
in  the  Eastern  States,  also  in  the  Atlantic  and  Southern  Atlantic  3tat(  s,  I  am  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  flora  of  New  York  State,  especially  along  the  Hudson  River,  the 
Southern  and  Western  counties,  the  Northern  and  Western  tiers  of  counties  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  have  never  found  it  except  about  30  miles  on  the  Susquehanna  Eiver,  and  never  removed 
4  miles  from  its  banks.  It  flowers  in  September  and  October,  and  is  so  humble  a  herb  that 
it  would  scarcely  be  recognized  even  when  searching  for  it,  unless  in  bloom.  The  early  frost 
kills  it,  and  when  an  early  fall  comes  it  is  scarce  for  a  year  or  two.  For  the  past  two  years 
I  have  used  the  remedy  in  a  saturated  Tr.,  one  part  alcohol,  three  parts  water,  obtaining  its 
strength  by  maceration,  using  a  press  to  procure  all  of  the  strength  possible.  I  always  carry 
it  in  my  case  and  treat  successfully  many  cases  with  this  single  remedy,  adding  3  j  to  from 
i  to  ij  I  of  water  and  ordering  a  teaspoonful  of  the  mixture  every  hour  to  four  hours,  as 
deemed  neccessary.  For  the  past  two  years  I  have  prescribed  it  satisfactorily  in  small  doses 
in  numerous  cases  of  infantile  fevers,  also  in  cholera  infantum.  From  many  and  repeated 
trials  I  would  give  a  summary  like  the  following  : 

1st.     As  an  anti-periodic  it  is  equal  to  any,  surpassed  by  none 

2d.  An  overdose  produces  no  unpleasant  symptoms,  no  ringing  of  the  ears  as  in  qui- 
nia  and  its  preparations,  m  irely  causing  a  sense  ot  exhilaration  and  liglitness  of  the  body. 

3d.  It  is  applicable  and  may  be  used  at  any  stage  of  the  fever,  and  seems  capable  of 
itselt  of  reducing  the  bodily  temperature. 

4th.  As  a  tonic  in  enfeebled  and  chronic  diseasries  it  is  a  remedy  par  excellence,  appear- 
ing to  exert  an  action  over  the  organs  of  nutrition  and  assimilation  as  well  as  being  a  sti- 
mulant to  the  excretory  organs. 

5th.  Its  compatibility  combined  or  alternated  with  other  remedial  agents  makes  it  to 
the  physician  the  more  valuable  from  its  wide  range  of  action. 

6th.  The  safety  as  a  remedy  is  such  that  none  may  fear  to  use  it,  as  in  over  10  years 
use  I  have  yet  to  find  the  first  patient  who  was  obliged  to  discontinue  its  use  on  account  of 
untoward  symptoms  produced  by  it,  or  evenjrom  idiosyncrasy  of  constitution. 

Gentiana  QtiiNQTJEFLORA.— Five-flowered  Gentian.— The  gentiana  quinqueflora.  called 
by  the  people  gall  of  the  earth,  frost  bloom,  etc.,  grows  in  Georgia,  Pennsylvania  (especially  on 
the  Susquehanna  river),  and  perhaps  in  other  Slates.  The  people  use  it  as  a  bitters  and  a  liver 
medicine.  It  is  a  very  positive  tonic,  and  possesses  aciive  anti-periodic  powers.  The  saturated 
tincture,  combined  witb  ptelea,  is  a  very  remarkable  tonic,  increasing  the  flow  of  gastric  fluid, 
hence,  a  valuable  remedy  in  dyspepsia,  either  primary  or  secondary.  As  an  anti-periodic,  it  is 
well  adapted  to  chronic  cases  of  ague,  where  there  is  debility  and  a  tendency  to  relapse.  It 
grows  in  woods  and  pastures,  and  flowers  in  September  and  October,  just  before  frost.  It  is 
found  in  many  parts  of  tlie  United  States.     (See  King  s  Dispensatory  for  description.) 

Dr.  C.  A.  Yelvington,  a  distinguished  physician  of  Susquehanna,  Pa.,  recently  called  atten  - 
tion  to  it  as  a  superior  anti-periodic,  and  says  that  he  firso  learned  its  use  from  ttie  tribe  of  In- 
dians that  once  lived  on  the  Susquehanna  river.  He  says  that  he  has  succeeded  in  obstinate 
intermittents  where  quinine  and  other  anti-penodics  had  failed.  He  used  the  decoction  of  the 
herb.  A  fluid  extract  or  the  saturated  tincture  is  a  better  form  for  administration  in  fever.  It 
ie  a  valuable  tonic  for  old  cases  of  dyspepsia  and  torpid  liver.  I  call  attention  to  it  that  others 
may  try  it  and  report  result.-— Dr.  1.  J.  M.  Goss,  of  Marietta,  Ga..  in  The  Medical  Brief. 

Preparation. 

Fluid  Extract. 

A-dnai  nist  r  a-tion. 

A  drachm  of  the  fluid  extract  to  one  or  two  ounces  of  syrup,  or  water,  giving  a  teaspoonful 
every  one,  or  foui-,  hours,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms. 


JABORANDI. 

This  remedy,  now  so  highly  spoken  of  as  a  sialogague  and  diaphoretic,  is  described  more 
fully  in  our  January  number.  Probably  no  remedy  is  so  certain  and  eff'ective  in  these  particulars. 
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A.lexancler  Hutchins,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  president  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of 
Kings,  read  before  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  June  20,  1877,  a  paper  on 
Jaborandi,  from  which  the  following  extracts  are  made  : 

Jaborandi  is  to  be  estimated  not  as  a  specific  against  certain  diseases,  but  as  contribut- 
ing to  the  relief  of  a  symptom  common  to  many  diseases ;  and,  by  provoking  the  rapid  and 
energetic  action  of  a  certain  class  of  structures,  to  relieve  indirectly  certain  morbid  states. 

The  palpable  effect  of  a  full  dose  of  jaborandi  is  a  speedy,  profuse,  and  continuous  per- 
spiration, accompanied  by  a  similary  speedy,  profuse,  and  continuous  salivation. 

A  drug  that  will,  without  great  primary  elevation  of  temperature  (such  as  occurs  when 
artificial  perspiration  is  produced  by  restricting  the  loss  of  heat,  set  up  these  actions  in  from 
twenty  to  ninety  minutes,  continue  them  from  two  to  five  hours,  producing  from  three  hun- 
dred to  five  hundred  cubic  centimeters  (nine  to  fifteen  ounces)  of  perspiration,  and  from  one 
hundred  to  eleven  hundred  cubic  centimeters  (three  to  thirty-three  ounces)  of  saliva,  with 
very  slight  disturbance  of  the  general  system  and  with  no  unpleasant  after-effects,  is  deserv- 
ing of  notice,  particularly  when  it  is  remembered  that  no  other  known  drug  produces  the 
the  same  or  analogous  effects.  And  this  notice  it  has  leceived  ;  for  since  its  introduction 
into  Paris,  by  Dr.  Coutinho,  in  the  summer  of  1873,  jaborandi  has  received  an  amount  of 
detailed  experimental  and  journalistic  attention  altogether  unparalleled  in  the  history  of 
any  drug  in  the  same  space  of  time. 

The  usual  sequence  of  a  full  dose  of  jaborandi  is  a  very  simple  one :  In  a  few  minutes 
a  slight  warmth  is  felt  over  the  entire  body,  the  face  is  slightly  flushed,  a  copious  secretion 
of  saliva  is  poured  out,  and  a  free  perspiration  breaks  over  the  entire  body.  During  this 
period  of  from  two  to  five  hours  there  is  a  slight  occasional  lowering  of  the  temperature 
from  five  tenths  to  one  and  five  tenths  degrees,  and  an  acceleration  of  from  ten  to  thirty 
pulse- beats.  Toward  the  subsidence  of  these  effects  the  patients  almost  invariably  fall  into 
a  quite  sleep,  awaking  refreshed  and  inclined  to  eat. 

There  are  occasional  modifications  of  tbis  quiet  history  (and,  judging  from  my  own  ex- 
perience, the  variations  are  markedly  exceptional),  such  as  hiccough,  nausea,  vomiting,  diar- 
rhoea, and  the  disturbance  of  vision  ;  but  these  seem  to  have  relation  to  the  size  of  the  dose, 
the  form  of  the  drug,  the  proximity  to  a  meal,  and  swallowing  the  saliva.  Also  there  are 
reported  cases  where  the  drug  failed  to  produce  any  or  very  little  diaphoresis ;  but  these, 
too,  were  connected  with  the  untoward  symptoms  just  alluded  to. 

The  after-effects  are  negative,  and  no  unfavorable  results  have  been  observed  when 
feeble  patients  were  debilitated  by  the  excessive  sweating.  It  seems  to  be  established  that 
children  are  far  less  susceptible  to  its  action  than  adults. 

DOSE. 

The  larger  number  of  experiments  have  been  conducted  with  the  four-grnmme  (sixty 
grains)  dose  of  the  leaves  in  infusion.  At  first  the  dregs  and  all  were  admiuistered;  but 
this  is  needless,  and  likely  to  provoke  nausea,  vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  A  strained  infusion 
of  one  drachm  of  the  coarsely-powdered  leaves  to  three  ounces  of  water  constitutes  a  full 
dose.  The  effect  can  be  gained  usually,  and  with  less  quantity,  by  giving  half-ounce  doses 
of  the  infusion  every  thirty  or  sixty  minutes,  or  the  same  effects  can  be  maintained  with  less 
violence  by  continuing  these  doses  at  longer  intervals.  Tiie  cold  infusion  is  equally  effica- 
cious with  the  tepid.  A  good  deal  of  inert  and  spurious  drug  has  been  in  the  market,  but 
the  genuine  can  now  be  obtained.  The  fiuid  extract  (sixty  minims  to  the  drachm)  is  in  use, 
but  mv  own  observation  is  that  it  is  more  likely  to  oflend  the  stomach  than  the  infusion. 
(An  infu-ion  can  be  readily  and  conveniently  prepared  by  adding  one  fluid  ounce  of  the  fluid 
extract  to  a  pint  of  hot  water,  and  administering  in  from  one  and  one  and-a-half  ounce  do  - 
ses — Ed.)  The  pilocarpine  (one  grain  representing  one  drachm  of  the  leaves)  will  produce  the 
same  effects.  The  infusion  per  rectum  will  act  equally  efficaciously  as  if  given  by  the  mouth. 
A  subcutaneous  injection  of  one  hundredth  of  a  grain  of  atropia  will  arrest  the  diaphoresis 
produced  by  three  or  four  grammes  of  jaborandi;  and,  preceding  the  drug,  will  prevent  the 
diaphoresis. 

MODE   OF  ACTION. 

Bartholow  classes  it  with  tobacco,  aconite,  veratrum — agents  which  depress  the  motor 
functions  of  the  spinal  cord  and  sympathetic.  Certainly  the  symptoms  all  point  to  a  re- 
laxation of  the  walls  of  the  arterial  system,  and  the  suddenness  with  which  the?  appear  to 
an  affection  of  the  centres  for  the  nerves  supplying  the  vessels.  All  the  appearances  may  be 
explained  by  the  supposition  of  the  laming  of  the  central  organ  of  the  sympathetic  nervous 
system,  and  it  seems  most  probable  that  it  is  upon  this  organ  that  the  jaborandi  specially 
acts.     (Berlin  Klin.  Woch.,  No.  11,  1877. 

INDICATIONS. 
A  drug  that  is  capable  of  withdrawing,  on  the  average,  one  sixth  of  the  water  of  the 
blood  might  be  supposed  to  be  efficacious  in  causing  the  absorption  of  effused  fluid  in  the 
system,  preferably  to  vapor  or  hot  baths  with  the  subsequent  packing  (Df'Uisches  Archivf  r 
Klinische  Med.,  1875),  and  is  destined  to  occupy  an  eminent  position  among  the  sudorifica, 
sialogogues,  and  moderators  of  febrile  action.  (Gazetta  Med.  Lombardia,  July  17tli,  1875.) 
Even  where  it  is  difficult  to  produce  sweating  by  the  ordinary  means,  the  administration  of 
jaborandi  is  followed  by  abundant  perspiration.     (British  Medical  Journal,  February  27lh, 
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1875.)  "  The  therapeutic  effect  of  jaborandi  is  analogous  to  that  of  the  Turkish  bath,  and 
is  indicated  in  rheumatism,  anasarca  from  cardiac  or  renal  disease  ;  also  in  chronic  bronchitis 
and  emphysema,  affections  produced  by  cold,  albuminuria,  diabetes,  the  poisoning  due  t© 
miasm  or  morbid  poisons,  the  eruptive  fevers  which  have  been  checked  in  their  evolution." 

CLINICAL   HISTORY. 

Anasarca. — There  is  a  common  consent  that  jaborandi  rapidly  relieves  the  anasarcous 
condition,  no  matter  upon  what  cause  it  may  depend. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Hunt,  of  Brooklyn,  reports  four  cases  which  may  be  classed  under  this  head. 

1.  Chronic  desquamative  nephritis,  aged  eighteen,  anasarca  general.  Daily  steam  baths 
discontinued  by  reason  of  the  superinduced  severe  prostration.  One-drachm  doses  of  fluid 
extract  at  night  would  produce  profuse  perspiration,  awaking  after  an  all -night's  rest  re- 
freshed, though  the  pillows  and  clothes  would  be  saturated  with  perspiration.  The  oedema 
was  kept  down,  but  not  completely  subdued. 

3.  Aged  sixteen ;  ankles  and  lower  parts  of  legs  (Edematous,  so  that  the  skin  lay  over 
the  top  of  the  shoe  in  a  fold.  Half-drachm  doses  of  the  fluid  extract  caused  free  perspira- 
tion about  the  lower  extremities  and  a  gentle  moisture  over  the  entire  body.  In  thirty  hours 
ankle  reduced  to  normal  size. 

8.  Scarlatinal  nephritis,  aged  six.  Urine  scanty.  Ten  minim-doses  of  fluid  extract 
every  three  hours  for  a  week  kept  up  gentle  perspiration,  while  the  urine  increased  to  five 
pints  daily. 

4.  Aged  thirty ;  fatty  heart ;  ankles  greatly  cedematous.  Ten-minim  doses  of  fluid  ex- 
tract with  infusion  digitalis  and  cit.  fer.  et  quinine  produced  "  terrible  "  diaphoresis,  as 
patient  termed  it,  and  in  three  days  ankles  reduced  to  normal  size. 

In  all  these  cases  the  appetite  improved  during  the  administration  of  the  medicine. 

Pleuritic  Effusions. — Mr.  Crequy  reports  having  cured  effusions  into  the  pleura  by 
four-gramme  doses  when  all  other  means  failed.     (London  Med.  Record,  April  21,  1875. 

Dr.  Craig  has  found  it  eflScacious  in  removing  pleuritic  effusions.  For  this  disease,  in 
his  opinion,  it  will  yet  prove  a  most  valuable  medicine  ;  for  in  a  few  hours,  in  addition  to 
protuse  perspiration,  twelve  to  sixteen  ounces  of  fluid  may  be  withdrawn  from  the  blood 
with  very  little  disturbance  to  the  general  system,  which  must  tend  in  no  small  degree  to 
promote  absorption  of  fluid  from  the  pleural  cavities.  (Edinburgh  Med.  Journal,  Jan.  1876.) 

Bright's  Disease. — A  case  is  reported  from  Bellevue  Hospital  treated  partially  by 
drachm-doses  of  the  fluid  extract,  where,  in  addition  to  the  profuse  perspiration,  the  remedy 
acted  as  a  siolagague  to  such  a  degree  that  twenty-two  ounces  of  saliva  were  collected  in 
four  hours.     (Medical  Record,  August  5,  1876. 

Dr.  Bruen  details  seven  cases  where  jaborandi  was  used  to  relief  the  suffering  caused 
by  dropsy  wherein  uraemia  appeared  inevitable,  and  reports  that  he  knows  of  no  agent 
which  will  afford  so  great  relief  as  this  drug.  The  use  of  steam  baths  can  not  be  substituted 
in  its  place.     (Phila.  Med.  Times,  April  14, 1877.) 

Diabetes  Insipidus. — Dr.  Gubler  found  it  of  service  on  account  of  its  sudorific  proper 
ties.     (Jour,  de  Ther.,  April  10,  1875.) 

Dr.  Laycock  argues  that  the  proximate  cause  of  dropsy  being  the  amount  of  water  in 
the  blood,  the  disease  has  both  functional  and  anatomical  relations  with  the  sudoriparous 
glands  and  the  kidneys.  He  reports  two  cases.  In  one  the  urine  declined  steadily  in  four- 
teen weeks  from  three  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  ounces;  in  the  other,  in  seven 
weeks,  the  quantity  of  urine  in  twenty-four  hours  was  reduced  from  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  to  ninety-eight  ounces.     (Lancet,  August  14,  1875.) 

Dr.  Ringer  had  a  well-marked  case  which  was  uninfluenced  by  jaborandi,  but  in  which 
the  quantity  of  urine  was  greatly  reduced  by  ergot.     (Brit.  Med.  Jour.,  Dec.  25,  1876.) 

Dr.  Fairfax  reports  a  case  of  a  lady  suffering  for  ten  years  with  almost  constant  thirst, 
and  a  diuresis  that  amounted  to  an  average  discharge  of  a  gallon  every  three  hours  ;  no 
perspiratory  action  of  the  skin  ;  the  bowels  irregular ;  progressive  emaciation  ;  specific  gra- 
vity of  urine,  1.003.  Half-drachm  doses  of  the  fluid  extract  at  bedtime  prevented  sleep  by 
the  profuseness  of  the  salivation.  The  dose  was  diminished  and  used  three  or  four  times 
daily.  In  three  months  the  quantity  of  urine  was  reduced  to  three  pints  in  twenty-four 
hours  and  specific  gravity  1.008. 

Dr.  F.  reports  another,  a  second  case,  of  five  weeks'  duration.  Diuresis  very  great ; 
thirst  intense ;  skin  dry.  Half-drachm  doses  of  the  fluid  extract  twice  daily  relieved  all 
these  symptoms ;  salivary  glands  active  ;  skin  moist ;  thirst  relieved ;  the  appetite  improved ; 
quantity  of  urine  greatly  diminished,  and  specific  gravity  increased.  (Virginia  Med.  Month- 
ly, April,  1876.) 

Dr.  Newman  reports  the  case  of  a  child,  aged  eight  years,  troubled  for  three  years  with 
excessive  diuresis  and  almost  constant  thirst,  depressed  spirits,  poor  appetite,  dry,  scaly 
skin,  tendency  to  constipation,  general  emaciation,  debility,  and  some  fever.  Three  gallons 
of  urine  excreted  in  twenty-four  hours ;  two  gallons  during  the  night,  of  a  light  straw-color; 
specific  gravity,  1.003  to  4  ;  tests  for  albumen  and  sugar  negative.  Fifteen  drops  of  the 
fluid  extract,  morning  and  night,  continued  from  April  10,  to  the  fall,  effected  permanent 
restoration,     (Virginia  Medical  Monthly,  December,  1876.) 
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Rheumatism. — MM.  Robin  and  Grubler  have  employed  jaborandi  in  acute  rheumatism, 
and  on  the  next  day  have  noticed  a  lowering  of  the  temperature  and  a  remarkable  diminu- 
tion of  the  articular  pains,  which  indeed  almost  entirely  disappeared. 

Dr.  Tadlock  reports  a  marked  case  of  acute  rheumatism  cured  in  six  days  by  jaborandi. 
(Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter,  May  19,  1877,  p.  440.) 

Asthma. — Dr.  Grubler  succeeded  in  five  cases  in  aborting  the  attack  by  giving  an  infu- 
sion of  the  leaves,  relief  being  obtained  so  soon  as  its  sialogogue  and  sudorific  eflfects 
appeared.  He  found  the  jaborandi  to  produce  instantaneous  amelioration  of  the  asthmatic 
paroxysm  of  emphysema.  To  one  man  a  cup  of  tepid  infusion  was  administered  during  an 
excessive  paroxysm  of  asthma,  who  fifteen  minutes  afterward  began  sweating  and  ex- 
pectorating. Almost  immediately  after  this  the  respiration  became  easy,  the  patient  de- 
claring that  the  malady  had  been  taken  from  him  as  with  the  hand.  (Jour,  de  Therapeu- 
tique,  April  10,  1875.) 

Tetanus. — A  case  of  tetanus  following  excision  of  the  breast  was  treated  by  four- 
gramme  doses  of  jaborandi  daily  for  thirty-eight  days,  at  which  every  symptom  of  the  te- 
tanus disappeared.  It  produced  a  very  abundant  salivation.  (London  Medical  Record, 
April  15,  1876.) 

Fevers. — Dr.  Craig  has  used  jaborandi  in  several  cases  of  fever  where  the  tongue  was 
dry  and  the  mouth  parched,  and,  by  giving  small  doses  of  the  infusion  every  few  hours,  was 
enabled  to  restore  the  flow  of  saliva,  keeping  the  tongue  and  mouth  moist.  (Edinburgh 
Med.  Journal,  Jjinuary,  1876.) 

Mumps,  Metastasis  to  Testicles. — Dr.  Czemicki  treated  a  case  of  orchitis  consequent 
upon  metastasis  of  mumps,  utilizing  its  sialogogue  properties  to  divert  the  metastasis  by 
increasing  the  functional  activity  of  the  salivary  glands.  (Gazette  Hebdom.,  Nov.  14, 1875.) 

Surgeon-major  Desbrousses  records  an  entirely  similar  case  successfully  treated  by  the 
same  remedy.     (Gazette  Hebdom.,  November  15,  1875.) 

Influenza. — In  severe  cases  with  violent  headache  the  sialagogue  and  sudorific  eftects 
of  jaborandi  greatly  relieve  the  symptoms  of  this  affection  and  shorten  its  duration.  (Jour, 
de  Ther.,  April  10,  1875.) 

As  A  Galactagogue. — To  ascertain  whether  jaborandi  was  antagonistic  to  belladonna 
in  respect  to  its  influence  on  the  secretion  of  milk,  Drs.  Ringer  and  Gould  instituted  expe- 
riments in  two  cases.  "  We  administered  thirty  grains  of  jaborandi  to  a  woman,  thirty- 
eight  years  old,  confined  of  her  ninth  child  four  months  previously.  During  suckling  she 
had  very  little  milk,  and  the  quantity  had  become  much  less  of  late.  We  gave  her  the  me- 
dicine at  10  A.  M.  She  had  suckled  her  child  seven  hours  before.  In  ten  minutes  the  drug 
produced  its  usual  symptoms  ;  in  half  an  hour  her  breasts,  which  previously  were  flaccid, 
became  tumid  and  distended,  and  on  pressure  yielded  considerably  more  milk.  In  forty 
minutes  the  increase  was  still  more  marked,  jetting  forth  in  four  or  flve  streams.  To  an- 
other wom:  n,  aged  twenty-five,  whose  child  is  thirteen  months  old,  we  gave  two  doses  of 
thirty  grains,  as  the  first  had  no  eff'ect.  She  emptied  her  left  breast  every  ten  minutes  by 
pressure,  and  each  of  the  first  three  emptyings  yielded  forty  minims.  As  soon  as  the  per- 
spiration and  salivation  became  free  the  quantity  rose  to  eighty  minims.  The  next  time 
yielded  one  hundred  minims  ;  the  following  one  hundred  and  fitty-five  minims ;  the  next 
time  eighty  minims.  The  salivation  and  perspiration  at  this  time  ceased.  The  next  obser- 
vation yielded  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  minims  ;  the  next  eighty-seven  minims ;  the 
next  seventy  minims,  and  the  last  forty  minims.     (Lancet,  January  30,  1875.) 

Dr.  Will  details  the  case  of  a  mother  who  had  been  unable  to  suckle  her  previous  child 
on  account  of  the  want  of  milk,  and  whose  breasts  on  the  fourth  day  after  delivery,  despite 
all  eff'orts,  were  perfectly  flaccid,  and  on  pressure  not  a  drop  of  milk  could  be  obtained. 
Half-ounce  doses  of  the  decoction  were  given  (two  and  a  half  drachms  to  six  ounces  water) 
three  times  a  day,  a  strong  decoction  being  at  the  same  time  applied  to  the  mammae.  After 
two  doses  milk  appeared.  It  continued  to  increase  in  quantity,  and  in  ten  days  the  drug 
was  discontinued,  as  the  secretion  seemed  to  be  fairly  established.  The  child  has  every 
appearance  of  being  well  nourished.     (Brit.  Med.  Jour.,  September  15,  1876.) 

Dr.  Bartholow  used  a  fluid  extract  very  successfully  in  a  case  of  deficiency  in  the  secre- 
tion of  milk  in  a  nursing-woman.  "  As  the  milk-glands  correspond  in  structure  to  the  su- 
doriparous glands,  and  are  merely  differentiated  and  specialized  for  their  particular  office, 
the  effects  of  this  drug  in  increasing  the  production  of  milk  have  been,  a  priori,  expected. 
(Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  p.  387.) 

Jaborandi  and  Belladonna. — Though  jaborandi  and  belladonna  are  in  so  many  ways 
antagonistic,  it  has  not  been  found  that  pilocarpine  proves  of  any  benefit  in  belladonna 
poisoning. 

"The  relation  between  belladonna  and  jaborandi  is  partly  of  analogy,  but  mainly  of 
opposition.  Jaborandi  resembles  atropia  in  quickening  the  pulse,  flushing  the  face,  and  in 
exciting  a  more  decided  influence  in  adults  than  in  children.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  dia- 
metrically opposed  to  atropia  in  its  action  on  the  salivary,  sudoriparous,  and  mammary  se- 
cretions, on  the  pupils,  and  on  the  minute  arteries.  Further,  the  tendency  of  belladonna  to 
cause  delirium  contrasts  with  that  of  jaborandi  to  cause  prostration  and  sleepiness." 
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The  sum  of  the  recorded  experience  is  that  when  diaphoresis  is  desired  in  any  form  of 
malady,  it  can  be  obtained  promptly  and  surely  by  jaborandi,  while  the  size  of  the  dose  and 
the  frequency  of  administration  will  regulate  the  profuseness  and  continuance  of  the  dia- 
phoresis to  meet  any  contingency  desired. — Proceedings  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County 
of  Kings. 

Therapeutic  Use  op  Jaborandi. — Dr.  John  M.  Keating,  lecturer  on  diseases  of  children 
in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  recently  delivered  a  clinical  lecture  on  this  subject,  which 
we  find  in  the  Med.  Times,  June  25.  We  subjoin  some  of  the  conclusions  which  he  has  reached. 
It  is  perfectly  harmless  in  the  usual  dose.  It  is  reliable ;  Dr.  Keating  has  never  seen  it  fail  to 
produce  its  characteristic  efTects.  It  is  rarely  followed  by  serious  depres^sion — where  this  occurs 
it  is  caused  by  nausea,  the  result  of  its  local  action  as  an  irritant  t  >  the  gastric  mucous  mem 
brane,  this  is  immediately  relieved  by  alcohol  and  opium.  When  given  by  enema  the  depression 
and  nausea  are  both  absent.     It  acts  as  a  sialagogue  only  when  given  by  the  mouth. 

In  Bright's  disease  a  diuretic  should  always  be  given  with  it.  The  nitrate  of  pilocarpin 
may  be  given  by  hipodermic  injection,  ia  doses  of  one-fifth  of  a  grain,  and  repeated,  with  the 
same  result  as  when  the  infusion  of  the  drug  is  given. 

Its  value  lies  in  its  diaphoretic  properties,  and  the  necessities  for  diaphoresis  are  the  indica- 
tions for  its  use.  Thus  oedema  from  renal  trouble,  uraemic  poisoning,  acute  rheumatism,  and 
the  first  stage  of  acute  bronchitis  are  benefitted  by  its  administration.  Applied  as  a  poultice  it 
reduces  local  oedema  aud  pain.  It  seems  to  have  a  direct  action  upon  the  sweat  glands  of  the 
part.  In  small  doses  it  contracts,  or  gives  tone  to  the  capillary  system,  and,  hence,  acts  well  in 
the  night-sweats  of  phthisis  ;  better  than  belladonna,  for  it  does  not  cause  dryness  of  the  throat. 
— St.  Louis  Clinical  Record. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

Gentlemen: — As  I  will  not  be  able  to  report  only  progress  in  the  case  of  the  lady  referred 
to  in  my  former  letter,  I  will  in  this  give  you  an  impartial  account  of  one  case  treated  with  fluid 
extract  of  Jaborandi.  Professor  Smith,  of  Jay  county,  Ind.,  being  here  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ducting a  Musical  Convention,  contracted  a  violent  cold,  which  seated  itself  upon  the  left  lung 
and  bronchi,  producing  hoarse d ess,  fever,  and  pain  at  night.  He  came  to  my  office  on  Dec.  27, 
and  on  examination  I  found  dullness  on  percussion  over  the  superior  lobe  of  the  left  lung,  and 
ordered  comp.  syrup  squills  and  syr.  ipecac,  equal  parts,  as  an  expectorant;  also,  comp.  cath.  pills 
three  as  a  physic.  Hereturned  the  following  day,  somewhat  relieved,  but  I  found  the  skin  dry  and 
yet  some  fever.  I  then  advised  him  to  take  something  to  act  upon  the  skin  and  salivary  glands, 
as  he  informed  me  that  on  Saturday  evening  he  must  conduct  the  exercises  at  the  musical  Con- 
cert, to  be  held  on  that  evening,  and  must  have  something  thorough  in  order  to  remove  his 
hoarsenesp.  I  at  once  prescribed  xv.  tti,  of  Jaborandi,  taken  in  warm  tea.  This  being  Friday 
night,  and  he,  being  over  anxious  to  be  rid  of  his  malady,  returned  to  the  hotel,  had  his  warm 
tea  prepared,  and  took  a  full  teaspoonful  of  the  Jaborandi  and  went  to  bed.  The  first  dose  not 
acting  as  soon  as  he  thought  it  should,  he  repeated  the  dose.  I  inquired  of  him  the  following 
day  whether  or  no  the  prescription  acted  properly  upon  him,  and  with  a  pleasing  smile  upon 
his  pale  face  he  answered  :  "  Yes  ;  and  I  think  I  never  in  all  my  life  sweat  so  profusely,  and  ex- 
pectorated so  much  saliva  as  I  did  that  night.  Why  ?"  said  he,  "  I  could  not  keep  my  mouth 
empty  of  spittle."  I  inquired  of  him  what  he  thought  of  the  remedy  in  acute  cases  of  pneu- 
monia. He  answered  that  "  If  Jaborandi  did  not  sweat  it  out  and  spit  it  out,  and  entirely  sub- 
due it,  it  would  be  of  no  use  to  try  another  remedy."  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  a  remedy  of 
great  power  in  acting  directly  upon  the  skin  and  salivary  glands,  and  aids  in  removing  any  ob- 
structions of  the  bronchial  tubes  ;  but  it  should  always  be  taken  when  the  stomach  is  empty.  It 
^8  unnecessary  to  ad  i  that  it  cured  my  patient  of  his  disease. 

Kewanna,  Ind.,  Jan.  12th,  1877. 

W.  T.  CLELAND,  M.  D. 


GRINDELIA  ROBUSTA. 

The  January  number  has  a  very  complete  article  upon  the  value  of  this  anti-asthmatic  re- 
medy. The  April  and  July  numbers  also  contain  many  valuable  testimonials  of  its  efficacy  in 
this  distressing  malady,  in  bronchitis,  laryngitis,  etc.,  etc. 

Grindelia  Robtjsta.— Grindelia  Robustahas  lately  been  introduced  to  themedical  profession 
from  Calitornia.  It  is  a  herbaceous  plant,  perennial,  natural  order  Compositse.  It  is  a  slender,  sinooth 
plant  from  one  to  two  feet  high,  with  a  lew  short  branches  near  the  top.  The  leaves  are  oblong- 
spathulate  alternate,  sessUe,  and  remotely  toothed.  Each  plant  has  from  one  to  tour  globular  radiate 
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heads.  The  involucre  consists  of  numerous  imbricated  scales,  covered  with  a  balsamic  resin.  The 
ray  flowers  are  zanthic.  The  old  dried  plant  is  nearly  inert ,  hence  the  fluid  extract  of  the  fresh  herb 
should  be  used.  The  flower-heads  abound  in  a  balsamic  resin,  in  which  its  medical  virtuea  re- 
side 

Medicat,  Pkopekti  f^s. — This  platat  is  remarkably  demulcent,  relieving  irritated  surfaces  very 
promptly.  It  is  very  soothing  to  old  irritable  ulcers,  given  internally  in  doses  of  30  gtts  three  or 
four  time?  a  day,  and  the  fluid  extract  one  part,  glycerine  three  parts  applied  to  the  ulcer  on  lint. 
It  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  gonorrhoea,  .^leet,  and  other  mucous  discharges.  As  a  remedy  in  asth- 
ma, combined  or  alternated  with  the  Indian  cup  plant,  and  ailanthus,  it  will  be  found  to  act 
promptly.  One  writer  reports  it  a  supenor  remedy  for  iritis  ot  any  form.  J  have  used  it  in 
several  cases  of  chronic  and  sub-acute  bronchitis,  combined  with  the  Yerba  Sant^,  and  have 
never  lound  anything  to  equal  these  two  remedies  in  bronchitis  Chronic  bronchitis,  and  the 
cough  ot  chronic  catarrh  are  controled  by  it  readily.  It  is  quite  an  acquisition  to  the  materia 
medica. — From  Prof.  Qoss'  New  Materia  Medica. 

Hrindelia  RoBtrsTA  AND  Yerba  Santa  in  Asthma  and  Bkonchial  Irritation. — Alex- 
ander R ,  aged  forty  years,  occupation  farmer,  health  prtjvious  to  late  sickness,  iair.    During 

exposure  to  rain  and  cold  some  two  months  previous  in  April — took  what  was  considered  a 
seveie  cold,  accomuanied  by  cough,  with  frothy,  tenacious  expectoration,  with  asthmatic  attacks 
developed  in  the  evening,  which  with  the  coughing  and  expectorating  continued  all  night.  He 
frequenily  passed  the  entire  night  sitting. 

Temperature  100°,  with  sweats  at  uight.  Previous  to  this  attack  he  had  never  had  asthma. 
The  small  bronchial  lubes  are  filled  with  fine  mucous  rales.  His  days  are  spent  in  comparative 
comfort ;  but  he  is  losing  strength  fast,  and  is  growing  pale  and  bleached.  He  haa  had  treat- 
ment from  some  neighboring  physicians  ;  but  he  says  he  is  getting  worse.  On  June  25th,  he 
consulted  me.  The  disease  seemed  to  be  asthmatic,  accompanied  by  bronchial  irritation,  with 
free  secretion  of  mucous.  I  therefore  determined  to  put  him  upon  grindelia  robusta  and  yerba 
santa,  fluid  extract,  of  each  half  teaspoonful  every  three  hours  during  the  day.  His  recovery 
dates  its  beginning  from  that  day.  The  effect  seemed  marked  and  decided.  He  says,  "  That 
medicine  seem;*  to  open  things  up  !  " 

His  temperature  is  now  normal ;  he  sleeps  well,  coughs  but  little,  and  is  still  gaining  ground 
rapidiy.  I  set  this  down  as  one  bit  of  evidence  of  the  value  of  those  medicines  in  bronchial 
affections. 

Grindelia  robusta  is  especially  recommended  in  asthmatic  affections,  while  yerba  santa  is 
recommended  in  bronchitis.     Both  plants  are  natives  of  California. 

I  trust  physicians  will  report  their  success  with  the  various  new  remedies  which  are  being 
brought  to  notice,  and  recommended  for  certain  pathological  conditions.  When  we  get  specific 
remedies  for  specific  patological  condition,  we  will  be  able  to  practice  medicine  with  satisfaction 
to  ourselves  and  to  our  patients.— Dr.  Geo.  Griffin,  of  Kickapoo,  Kansas,  in  The  Med.  Brief. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 
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Agreeable  to  your  request  I  will  report  the  effects  of  one  of  the  new  remedies — the  fluid  ex- 
tract Grindelia  Robusta.  Mr.  H.,  aged  65,  of  plethoric  temperament  and  robust  constitution, 
and  of  temperate  habits,  has  had  asthma  for  twenty  years  and  had  been  treated  by  all  the  usual  re- 
medies with  only  temporary  relief  Last  March  he  took  a  severe  cold,  which  increased  the  asth- 
matic difficulty,  and  also  produced  a  pneumonic  fever  with  cough.  I  abated  the  fever  with  chlo- 
rate potass,  ipecac  and  lobelia,  but  it  did  not  have  much  effect  in  relief  of  the  asthma.  I  concluded 
to  try  the  Grindelia  fluid  extract  exclusively.  I  put  him  on  \  drachm  doses  every  three  hom-s.  In 
twenty-four  hours  a  marked  change  took  place  for  the  better,  and  he  steadily  improved,  and  in 
two  weeks  was  quite  well.    He  has  been  so  to  the  present  time. 

I  think  it  is  a  potent  remedy  in  this  affection,  and  also  in  acute  pneumonia  and  bronchitis, 
either  acute  or  chronic.    I  am  well  pleased  with  its  action  thus  tar. 

Lowell,  Mich.,  August  26th,  1877.  GEO.  W.  MALLORY,  M.  D. 
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*  *  *  The  Grindelia  Robusta  I  have  tried  m  several  cases  of  long  standing,  of  asthma  with 
both  bronchial  spasm  and  congestion,  and  am  free  to  say  it  has  moie  than  met  my  expectations; 
if  its  success  continues,  it  is  a  remedy  none  can  properly  appreciate,  save  those  who  have  suffered 
with  that  distressing  malady.  S.  A.  BUTTERFIELD,  M.  D. 

Indianopolis,  Ind.,  August  13th,  1877. 


Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  *  *  Your  Yerba  Santa,  Grindelia  Robusta  and  Damiana  are  excellent.      Have  exceedeu 
my  expectations. 

Delavan,  Wise,  June  11th  1877.  D.  B.  DEVENDORF,  M.  D. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

For  five  years,  commencing  in  August  and  terminating  in  October,  has  my  wife  been  afflicted 
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with  hay  fever,  complicated  with  paroxysms  oi  asthma,  the  most  distressing  I  ever  witnessed 
during  twenty  years  practice.  I  treated  her  on  scientific  principles,  using  every  remedy  known 
to  the  profession,  but  without  any  sadstactory  results.  Happily  you  sent  me  your  journal 
styled '•  New  Preparations,"  lor  observing  in  that  the  certificates  of  reliable  brethren  touching 
their  experience  with  grindelia  robusta,  I  determined  to  commence  its  use  (like  all  other  doc- 
tors) on  my  wile,  and  permit  me  to  say  right  here  that  it  relieved  the  asthma  promptly  and 
effectually  in  thirty  minutes  without  producing  any  unpleasant  eflect  whatever. 

It  has  also  removed  all  those  feverish  conditions  dependent  on  catarrh,  improving  aU  un. 
pleasant  symptoms,  and  the  woman  seems  to  be  getting  along  all  right  so  Jar. 

HoRTON,  Jackson  Co ,  Mich.,  Aug.  1877.  W.  A.  s'  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 


EUCALYPTUS  GLOBULUS. 

A  full  description  of  this  important  remedy  is  given  in  our  April  number.  As  a  substitute 
for  quinine  in  malarial  regions  it  has  a  strong  support.  European,  Australian  and  American 
authorities  commend  it  highly. 

It  makes  quite  a  difference,  however,  what  portions  of  the  plant  are  used  in  preparing  a  phar- 
maceutical article,  as  to  its  reliability.  The  leaves  of  the  ^owTip' trees,  in  which  exist  the  most  of 
the  peculiar  resnioid  principle,  should  only  be  employed  in  making  the  fluid  extract  or  tincture. 

Treatment  of  Crotjp  by  Eucalyptus. — Dr.  Walclser 
{Gazette  Medicale  de  Strasbourg,  Jan.  1st,  1877)  treats  pseudo- 
membraneous  laryngitis  by  tincture  ot  Eucalyptus  Globulus. 
He  begins  by  an  emetic  of  ipecacuanha,  of  which  the  dose 
vanes  according  to  age.  This  emetic  is  given  morning  and 
night,  once.  He  no  longer  employs  tartar  emetics  in  these 
cases,  because  it  produces  too  much  depression  and  causes 
diarrhoea  oftener  than  ipecacuanha.  This  emetic  relieves  at 
the  outset  the  gastric  disturbance  which  ordinarily  accom- 
panies croup,  calms  the  fever  a  Utile,  and  gives  immediate 
relief.  It  can  only  act  m  this  way,  and  is  incapable  of  ex- 
pelling the  false  membranes.  Two  hours  alter  the  emetic  he 
gives  every  hour  a  teaspoonfulof  a  syrup  composed  of  thirty- 
eight  partsof  simple  syrup  and  ten  parts  of  tincture  ot  Euca- 
lyptus, for  infants.  He  has  given  as  many  as  fifteen  to 
twenty  teaspoonfuls  in  the  case  of  a  child  six  years  old. 
When  the  patient  sleeps  at  night  he  should  not  be  awakened. 
At  the  same  time  Dr.  Walcker  gives  as  food,  milk,  coffee, 
eggs,  and  sopped  bread.  This  alimentary  is  necessary  ;  for 
cases  ot  general  diphteritis,  or  locahzed  croup,  occur  much 
oftener  in  delicate  children,  with  more  or  less  scrofulous  and 
lymphatic  temperament  and  a  feeble  and  deh(  ate  constitu- 
tion, than  in  lull  blooded,  strong,  and  robust  children. — Me- 
dical and  Surgical  Reporter. 

Therapeutic  Uses  op  Eucalyptus. — In  his  "Clinical 
Studies,"  Sir  John  Rose  Cormack  makes  some  remarks  upon 
a  therapeutical  agent,  but  little  known  in  this  country 
— viz.,  the  eucalypius  globulus.  In  simple  uterine  catarrh, 
Sir  John  Rose  Cormack  says  that  he  does  not  know  of  any 
remedy  equal  in  value  to  prepaiations  of  this  plant,  "In 
such  cases,"  he  continues,  "  I  have  several  times,  with  most 
satisfactory  results,  simultaneously  administered  them  by 
the  stomach  and  in  the  form  of  injections.  As  Gubler  has 
shown,  the  anti-catarrhal  virtues  of  eucalyptus  are  most  re- 
markable. With  increasing  experience  ot  its  power,  I  more 
and  more  employ  it  in  bronchial,  vesical,  and  uterine  catarrh, 
in  gonorrhoea,  and  in  gleet."  An  infusion  d  ounce  to  two 
pints),  or  a  tincture  (1  ounce  to  1  pint  of  rectified  spirit)  of 
the  leaves,  or  the  essential  oil  given  in  capsules,  are  the  pre- 
parations ordinarily  employed.  As  a  gargle  or  vaginal  in- 
jection, and  for  external  application,  the  infusion,  or  the 
tincture  diluted  (one  drachm  to  six  or  eight  ounces  of  cold 
or  tepid  water),  may  be  used.  Besides  these  therapeutic 
uses  of  the  eucalyptus,  the  author  adds  his  very  favorable 
experience  of  its  remarkable  power  of  destroying  the  fetid 
odor  of  morbid  discharges  without  the  substitution  of  another 
unpleasant  smell.  He  speaks  from  an  extensive  trial  of  eu- 
calyptus lotions  in  horrible  offensive  di-  charges  in  cases  of 
ozsena,  cancer  of  the  tongue  and  throat,  cancer  of  the  uterus, 
gangrene,  and  other  affections  attended  by  fetor. — Medical 
and  Surgical  Reporter. 
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*  *  *  I  have  used  Parke,  Davis  &  Go's.  Fluid  Extract  of  Eucalyptus  Globulus  in  two  cases 
of  chronic  intermittents,  with  decided  cures  in  eact.  A  lad,  thirteen  and  a-half  years  old,  had 
intermittents  ;  the  paroxysms  came  every  other  day  for  four  months  ;  had  been  treated  with 
quinine  in  large  doses,  which  had  the  eftect  to  keep  ofiF  the  paroxysm  for  one,  and  some  times, 
perhaps,  for  two  weeks,  but  failed  to  cure. 

On  his  well  day  I  gave  him  Fl.  Ext.  Eucalyptus  Globulus  in  3  ss.  doses,  two  hours  aparti 
until  the  time  for  his  next  paroxysm,  which  was  a  very  little  one.  I  continued  the  remedy  in 
same  doses  three  timed  a  day  for  twelve  days,  and  there  have  been  no  more  chills  for  six  weeks 
to  this  writing.    . 

Miss ,  IS  years  old;  supression  of  the  menses  from  cold;  had  irregular  chills  ;   sallow 

complexion ;  much  enlarged  spleen;  eadema  face  and  extremities;  voracious  appetite.  Generally 
her  chills  came  every  third  day.  I  put  her  on  xxx  M.  doses  fluid  ext.  eucalyptus  three  hours 
apart,  in  sherry  wine,  with  Logol's  oint.  of  iodurated  iodide  of  potassium  rubbed  on  the  region 
of  the  spleen  twice  a  day.  This  treatment  I  continued  lor  two  weeks ;  at  the  expirat'on  of  that 
time  the  improvement  was  so  marked,  that  I  thought  to  discontinue  the  remedy  so  frequent. 
Gave  same  doses  three  times  a  day.  This  was  a  case  of  intermittent  supersenant  upon  suppres- 
sion of  the  catamenia  of  five  months  duration,  in  which  quinine  had  been  administered  persist- 
ently and  in  large  doses,  as  well  as  many  other  tonics,  without  any  benefit.  In  this  case  there 
was  no  other  medicine  used,  and  in  about  seven  weeks  the  patient  was  discharged  cured. 

Mrs.  H.,  a  sufferer  from  chronic  bronchitis  of  long  standing  (hereditary).  I  have  exhausted 
the  materia  medica  in  search  of  a  remedy  ;  have  used  many  of  the  vaunted  prescriptions  ol  the 
most  scientific  men  in  the  medical  profession,  from  Churchill's  hypoph.  lime  and  soda,  and  cod 
liver  oil,  combined  to  the  end  of  the  list,  and  with  but  temporary  relief.  On  the  reception  of 
some  of  your  very  valuable  fl.  ext.  yerba  santa  and  grindelia,  I  gave  her  the  following : 
IJ.    Fluid  extract  Eriodyction  Californicum, 

do  Grindelia,  aa  3  ss.  M.,  teaspoonfal  three  times  a  day. 

This  did  not  cure  her,  neither  did  I  expect  it  to  under  the  circumstances,  but  must  say,  she  has 
derived  more  benefit  from  it  than  any  other,  or  perhaps  all  the  other  medicines  I  gave  her  for 
that  disease.  From  its  very  good  effect  upon  Mrs.  H.,  my  wife,  I  am  very  favorably  impressed 
with  its  medicinal  virtues,  and  shall  take  other  opportunity  to  give  it  further  trials. 

Odin,  111.,  Aug.  1877. J.  A.  HAMILTON,  M.  D. 

PUOUS  VESIOULOSUS. 

This  remedy  for  obesity  is  now  coming  quite  prominently  before  the  medical  public.      In 
oar  January,  April  and  July  numbers  several  testimonials  as  to  its  value  can  be  found.     In  the 
case  that  the  Eoitor  reported  (July  number)  the  administration  of  the  second  bottle 
the  weight  of  the  young  man  some  thirty  pounds  from  what  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  treat- 
ment. 

Obesity  versus  Fucus  Vesiculosus. — As  civilization  advances  with  all  its  gigantic  improve- 
ments, mankind  deteriorates :  Non-vital  temperaments  predominate.  One  of  the  essential  elements 
of  deterioration  is  obesity,  or  corpulence ;  an  ingredient  of  a  lymphatic  habit:  Hereditary  ten- 
dency, over-eating,  want  ot  proper  exercise,  sedentary  habits,  inattention  to  the  secretions,  and 
bathing,  over-stimulation,  drinking,  carbonacious  food,  lazmess,  absence  of  sun  light,  are  produc- 
tive of  it. 

The  true  condition  is  an  excess  of  fat ;  a  non-vital  element,  not  a  usurpation  of  the  normal 
structure  by  adipose  tissue,  but  an  excessive  secretion  of  fat.  Restricted  diet,  to  non-carbonaoious 
elements ;  no  excess  of  fluids  ;  excercise  ;  bathing  ;  sunliehl ;  no  alcohol,— as  that  retards  the 
elimination  of  carbon    indeed  all  hydro-carbons,  should  be  avoided. 

The  pharmaceutical  prepaiations  for  the  removal  of  obesity,  are  rather  doubtful  in  their 
action  :  Liquor  potass  in  lull  doses,  was  really  the  only  remedy  we  had.  Vinegar  and  iodine 
are  very  questionable  drugs,  as  they  often  cause  chronic  dyspepsia.  The  fucus  vesiculosus,  or 
sea  wrack,  has  been  often  called  to  my  attention  on  the  atlanlic  coast  in  my  summer  tours  in  that 
section.  I  haA  e  frequently  recommended  it  to  my  patients,  but  not  with  the  results  that  I  anti- 
cipated. 1  used  it  only  in  decoction.  A  medical  friend  of  mine  in  Philadelphia  presented  me 
with  a  pound  bottle  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Go's,  fluid  extract;  I  had  three  patients  aUected  at  one 
time  ;  I  divided  it,  and  ordered  it  to  be  taken  in  doses  of  one  tablespoonful  thrice  daily.  The 
first  week  each  one  lost  over  eight  pounds.  I  was  so  pleased  with  the  result  that  I  procured  a 
few  pounds  and  put  them  upon  tablespoonful  doses,  ter  die.  The  average  weight  of  the  three 
was  two  hundred  pounds  each  :  In  seven  weeks  I  hrought  them  down  to  130  pounds  each.  One 
very  remarkable  peculiarity  was  that  in  the  great  decrease  there  was  no  relaxation  of  the  skin  •— 
that  when  the  adipose  tissue  was  removed  it  fitted  as  tight  as  a  kid  glove.— Prof.  Chapman 
M.  D.,  Phila.,  in  Eclectic  Med.  Jour.  ' 
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USTILAGO   MAIDIS. 

This  remedy,  which  was  introduced  and  fully  described  by  the  Editor  in  the  January  num- 
ber, has  now  won  its  way  to  the  confidence  of  the  profession  as  a  substitute  for  ergot.  Recent 
experience  of  the  Editor  with  the  article  only  tends  to  confirm  him  in  its  reliability. 

UsTiLAGo  Matdis. — The  Ustilago  Maidis  has  been  used  for  several  years  by  homoeopathic 
physicians,  and  lately  by  some  tew  eclectic  physicians,  but  the  opinions  of  those  that  have  used  it 
are  somewhat  conflicting,  that  isowing  to  mode  of  preparation.  A  fluid  extract  or  saturated  tincture, 
made  from  the  corn  smut  just  as  the  shuck  begins  to  dry,  and  not  alter  the  rains  have  destroyed  its 
strength ,  which  is  the  case  "when  it  remains  long  on  the  stalk  after  maturity.  When  pure,  its  action 
is  nearly  as  powerful  upon  the  uterus  as  ergot,  but  more  like  natural  labor.  I  have  a  report  where 
It  caused  eleven  cows  to  abort  in  ei^ht  days,  all  ou  one  farm.  Prof.  Tullky,  m  his  mention  of 
this  fungus,  says:  ''  Ustilago  Maidis,  by  its  abortitacient  power,  causes  the  eggs  of  fowls  to  ex- 
trude before  there  has  been  time  fo"  the  shell  to  lorm."  By  analysis,  it  is  found  to  contain  a 
large  per  cent,  of  ergotin.  but  it  contains  some  other  principles,  tor  it  is  not  identical  with  ergot, 
consequently  we  cannot  substitute  the  one  tor  the  other  every  time.  I  am  not  certain  that  it  will 
arouse  the  uterus  to  action  as  readily  as  ergot,  but  in  chronic  passive  ha?monhages  it  is  believed 
to  be  superior.  It  seems  to  have  a  direct  effect  upon  the  vessels  of  the  generative  orgaus.  Some 
writers  report  favorably  of  it  in  spermatorrhoea.  It  is  also  applicable  in  some  skin  iiseases,  as  it 
aflects  the  dermoid  tissues.  It  may  be  used  with  confidence  in  passive  uterme  haemorrhage.  T 
use  the  fluid  extract  in  doses  from  15  to  60  gits,.— From  Prof.  Ooss'  New  Materia  Medica. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

I  was  handed  a  few  days  since  by  Dr.  O.  W.  Cline,  of  Frohna,  Mo.,  a  copy  of"  New  Prepa- 
rations,'"  and  the  publication  impressed  me  so  very  favorably  that  I  improve  the  first  presenting 
opportunity  by  requesting  you  to  send  me  the  same  for  '77 — back  numbers  included — lor  which 
you  will  find  currency  enclosed  Also  send  me  your  price-  and  dose-lists,  as  they  wou  d  certainly 
torm  a  desideratum  to  one  using  your  new  preparations. 

1  have  ou  one  occasion — a  few  years  since  seen  the  desired  oxytocic  efi^ecl  produced  on  a 
cow  with  retained  placenta  of  48  hours  standing,  trora  the  admir.istration  of  a  few  ounces  of 
Ustilago.  which  I  recommended  to  the  prcprietor  of  the  animal  as  being  in  all  probability  the 
best  thing  to  give  under  the  circumstances.  I  had  first  learned  of  its  parturifacient  virtues  about 
15  years  since  from  observing  several  abortions  produced  on  mares  that  had  accidently  led  upon 
the  smut  corn. 

ARNtBEKG,  Mo.,  July  30th  1877.  C.  A.  PETERSON,  M.  D. 


Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  *  *  I  have  used  Ustilago  Maidis  with  good  results.  I  found  it  bring  on  regular  labor  pains 
(every  three  minutes),  with  complete  intervals  inside  of  thirty  minutes  of  first  administration  of 
drug  wliere  before  only  slight  "  nipping  "  pains  occured  about  every  twenty  minutes.  I  shall  use 
it  in  all  cases  of  inertia  of  the  womb  not  due  to  over-exertions,  other  conditions  of  course  being 
avorable. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Aup:ust  31th,  1877.  C.  GEORGE,  M.  D. 


KAVA-KAVA. 

This  remedy,  from  the  Sandwich  Islands,  is  used  in  all  cases  of  gonorrhoea  in  its  home 
country.  It  is  more  fully  described  in  our  January  number.  It  is  our  newest  remedy,  and 
hence  is  subjudice. 

Kava-Kava. — I  procured  from  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit,  Michigan,  a  few  pounds  of 
the  fluid  extract  of  the  Kava-Kava,  and  found  it  of  great  utility  as  a  stimulant  to  the  mu- 
cous tissue.  I  prescribed  it  in  several  cases  of  chronic  cystitis,  in  a  few  cases  of  obstinate 
leucorrhcea,  and  two  cases  of  gonorrhoea.  In  all  it  answered  tde  purpose  more  rapidly  and 
eftectually  than  bayberry,  balsam  copaiba— better  than  any  other  mucous  stimulant.  _  In 
this  drug  we  have,  unquestionably,  one  of  great  range  of  power,  wherever  the  mucous  tissue 
sufiers  depression. — Dr.  J.  B.  Ket  in  Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

Editors  New  Prkparations 

*  *  *  1  have  recently  tried  the  fluid  extract  Kava-Kava  in  a  very  severe  case  ol  gonorrhoea 
ftnd  it  acted  like  fi  charm,  relieving  the  patient  in  three  days, 

St,  JosEPp,  Mo„  May  0th,  1877.  J-^    oore,  M.  D. 
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MISCELLANEOUS    COMMUNICATIONS. 


BLACK   HAW. 

A  full  description  of  this  remedy  will  be  found  in  our  July  number.      Dr.  Jenkp,   who  read 
the  paper  upon  the  drug  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Aseociation,  is  enthusiastic 
in  its  virtues  as  an  «7i<i-abortifacient. 
Editoks  New  Preparations. 

*  *  *  I  can  most  emphatically  give  my  testimony  in  confirmation  ot  the  "  anti-abortive  " 
powers  of  the  Viburnum  Prunifolium,  (Black  Haw.)  I  have  used  the  inner  bark  of  the  root  in 
my  practice  for  five  years,  and  1  know  it  has  never  failed  with  me.  Also,  in  '  mornmg  sickness' 
and  'persistent  vomiting'  of  enciente  women  dependent  on  functional  derangement  of  the  stomach 
it  promptly  restores  normal  action  with  permanent  success. 

Lebanon,  Mo.,  August  25th,  1877.  S.  S.  LOWRANCE,  M.  D. 


YERBA  SANTA. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

Since  you  Invite  comments  and  experience  of  physicians  using  your  new  remedies,  I  take 
the  privilege  of  adding  my  testimony  to  the  value  of  Yerba  Santa  in  the  following  cases. 

Mrs.  E  R.,  ag^d  35,  feeble  constitution,  came  under  my  care  with  chronic  laryngitis,  accom- 
panied with  loss  of  voice.  Fluid  ext.  yerba  santa  in  ten  drop  doses  once  in  tour  Lours,  in  two 
weeks  entirely  restored  the  voice,  and  greatly  improved  the  laryngeal  trouble. 

Mrs.  K.,  aged  30,  with  chronic  bronchitis,  with  redness  of  fauces,  and  iiTitable  trachea,  husky 
voice,  was  put  on  pot  iodid,  in  combination  with  fluid  ext.  yerba  santa.  ten  drop  doses  of  the 
latter  once  in  four  hours,  all  redness  oftauces  disappeared,  voice  natural,  cough  lessened  decidedly 
and  convalescence  followed. 

Mr.  M.,  aged  56,  preaiaturely  old,  chronic  bronchitis  with  rheumatic  diathesis,  great  irrita- 
bility of  trachea  and  fauces ;  ammon  cho.  for  his  rheumatism,  and  yerba  santa  fl.  ext.  in  ten 
drop  doses  four  times  a  day  is  controlhng  his  bronchitis,  his  appetite  improving,  cough  lessening, 
sleeping  well.    These  conditions,  I  am  certain,  would  not  be,  without  the  yerba  santa. 

If  this  is  of  any  value,  you  are  at  liberty  to  use  it. 

Please  send  me  ext.  urtica  diocia  fl.  ^ij-  I  want  to  administer  in  a  case  of  obstinate 
abdominal  dropsy,  caused  by  diseased  liver  in  a  tuberculous  patient. 

Yours  respectfully, 

SPRiiirGFiELD,  m.,  August  23d,  1877.  B.  M.  GRIFFITH,  M.  D. 


DAMIANA. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

Gentlemen  : — In  reply  to  your  favor  of  late  date,  desiring  to  know  the  estimation  in  which 
the  plant  knovra  as  "  Damiana  "  is  held  by  the  people  of  this  section  of  Mexico,  ot  which  the 
plant  itself  is  a  native,  1  beg  to  say  that  it  appears  to  be  held  in  the  highest  esteem  as  a  tonic 
and  that  its  use  as  such  seems  to  be  universal.  The  local  physicians  prescribe  it — m  various 
forms — in  nearly  all  cases  of  weakness,  organic  or  otherwise,  but  especially  in  cases  of  impaired 
action  of  the  generative  organs,  lor  which  class  of  cases  it  is  regarded  as  a  speciSc. 

The  drug  is  certainly  wonderful  in  its  action  in  many  cases,  and  remarkable  cures  from  its 
use  have  occured  under  my  observation.  Practising  physicians  tell  me  they  have  rarely  known 
it  to  tail— if  used  properly,  and  country  people — "  rancheros  "  -  seem  to  repose  more  faith  in  the 
efficacy  ot  this  drug  than  in  the  doctors  themselves,  and  look  upon  it  as  a  sort  of  panpcea  for  all 
iUs.  Their  method  of  preparing  it  for  use,  generally,  is  very  simple.  They  steep  i1,  and  add 
sugar,  making  a  not  unpalatable  beverage,  which  is  often  used  at  table  as  we  use  our  tea  and 
coffee.  Having  great  faith  m  its  eflBcacy  in  extra  ordinary  occasions,  they  think  it  proper  in  or- 
dinary ones  as  well,  and  will  often  tender  a  cup  of  it  to  a  guest,  with  an  assurance  that  it  is  good 
as  a  preventative  as  well  as  a  curafiye.    In  ffict,  their  faith  in  it  seems  to  be  unbounded. 

I  take  pleasure  in  giving  this  testimony,  from  a  conviction  resulting  from  careful  observation' 
that  "  Panjianst "  possesses  tonic  qualities  that  should  be  better  known. 

Yours  yery  f espectfully, 

F,  B.  ELMER,  Uia  U.  S.  Consul 

La  Paz,  Mexico,  August  Ist,  1877. 
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CBNOTHERA   BIENNIS. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

As  you  invite  statements  of  cases,  I  will  mention  one  that  was  much  relieved  by  the  CEno- 
thera  Biennis.  A  gentleman  who  had  been  troubled  for  three  or  four  years  with  gastric  irrita- 
bility, callei  on  me  tor  advice.  His  appetite  was  moderately  good ;  his  bowels  regular  ;  but  he 
was  troubled  with  the  vomiting  of  a  greasy  liquid,  commencing  about  half  an  hour  atter  the 
reception  ot  food,  and  continuing  for  two  or  three  hours,  thus  making  six  or  seven  hours  of  the  day 
passed  in  vomiting,  and  the  quantity  was  very  great ;  sometimes,  but  not  generally,  a  portion  of 
the  food  had  been  thrown  up.  He  had  been  treated  by  several  physicians  for  dyspepsia.  In 
examining  his  abdomen  I  found  a  considerable  swelling  in  the  region  of  the  pyloric  orifice,  with 
some  tenderness,  on  pressure.  He  was  much  depressed  in  spirits  and  strength,  though  not  ema. 
dated.  I  treated  him  with  subnit.  bismuth  and  pepsine,  and  afterwards  with  argenti  nitras.  The 
bismuth  and  pepsine,  with  minute  portions  of  sulph.  moiphine,  relieved  the  vomiting  tor  some 
weeks,  but  it  returned,  continued  for  some  months,  <<nd  was  not  again  relieved  until,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  I  gave  him  the  fluid  exti'act  of  Oenothera  biennis  in  15  drop  doses  four 
times  a  day,  when  he  was  promptly  and  permanently  relieved  of  the  vomiting,  but  the  tume- 
faction remains. 

EvANSTON,  111.,  Sept.  8th,  1877.  D.  B.  TRIMBLE,  M.  D. 


SUBSTITUTES  FOR  QUININE. 

Editors  New  Preparations 

I  have  received  the  July  number  of  your  "  New  Preparations,"  and  in  perusing  its  pages  I 
find  under  the  heading  "  Substitutes  for  Quinine,"  some  remarks  on  the  useof  Snlph.  Cinchonidia. 

This  remedy  is  receiving  a  good  deal  of  praise  from  various  quarters,  and  no  one  seems  to 
be  displeased  with  it,  or  if  they  are  displeased  with  its  action  they  keep  silent.  My  experience 
with  the  remedv  has  not  been  very  extensive,  and  yet  not  so  limited  as  to  disqualify  me  for  ex- 
pressing an  opinion  as  to  its  merits. 

I  have  used  about  two  doz.  ounces  of  sulphate  cinchonidia,  and  it  has  failed  to  give  satisfac- 
tion in  at  least  three  fourths  of  the  cases  in  which  I  have  tried  it.  I  have  prescribed  it  in  solution, 
in  powders  and  in  capsules,  and  my  patients  complain  most  bitterly  of  the  intense  nausea,  and 
dizziness  of  the  head.  I  give  it  in  one-third  larger  doses  than  quinia  and  it  fails  to  stop  the  pa- 
roxysms of  ordinary  ague  short  of  three  days  in  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  cases.  For  oroinary 
intermittents  I  prescribe  3  ss.  sulph.  cinchonidia  in  iv  capsules,  ij  to  be  taJien  three  hours,  and  ij 
to  be  taken  two  hours  before  chill  times.  This  is  for  strong  adults,  uf  quinia  I  usually  order 
gr.  xviij.,  to  be  taken  1^  hours  before  the  paroxysm,  and  it  fails  in  not  more  than  seven  per 
cent,  of  the  cases  to  stop  the  paroxysm  and  the  disease  at  once. 

I  have  given  cinchonidia  in  small  doses,  grs.  v.,  during  the  interval  between  the  paroxysms 
so  that  3  ss.  would  be  taken,  but  it  so  often  produces  nausea  especially  in  females  and  children, 
that  I  often  fail  to  get  it  taken.  The  only  way  in  which  I  have  found  the  drug  to  compare  with, 
quinia,  is  when  given  in  solution  with  elixir  of  taraxacum  3  j  to  3  iv  of  the  elixir,  and  given  as 
a  tonic.    I  have  abandoned  the  use  of  the  drug  in  any  other  way. 

Troy,  Ohio,  August  20th,  1877.  T.  M.  WRIGHT,  M.  D. 


Editors  New  Preparations. 

I  am  very  highly  pleased  with  your  progressive  quarterly  "  New  Preparations,"  and  doubt 
not  it  has.  and  will  continue  to  meet  with  a  warm  reception  on  the  part  of  the  profession  through- 
out the  countiy. 

Having  read  the  article  of  Dr.  Mallory,  of  Ohio,  in  regard  to  the  efficacy  of  the  sulphate  of 
cinchonidia,  I  thought  I  would  drop  you  a  line  respectmg  my  experience  with  the  sulphate  of 
quinidia. 

Owing  to  the  comparative  cheapness  of  the  sulphate  of  quinidia,  and  the  present  high  price 
of  sulphate  of  quinine,  I  have  been  using  the  sulphate  of  quinidia  in  malarial  fevers  for  the  past 
two  years,  and  have  found  it  fully  as  efficient,  if  not  more  so,  than  the  sulphate  of  quinine. 

As  I  have  have  had  a  large  number  of  cases  of  intermittent  fever  under  treatment  with  this 
drug  in  this  city,  my  confidence  in  in  its  antiperiodic  effect  is  pretty  thoroughly  established. 

Perth  Ambot,  N.  J.,  August  18th,  1877.  L.  S.  BLACKWELL,  M.  D. 
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Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  *  *  In  this  connection  I  will  say  that  I  have  been  trying  sulph.  quinidia  and  find  it  eqiial 
to  quinine.  I  have  no  trouble  in  arresting  intermlttents  and  remittents  with  it.  Children  can 
take  a  very  large  quantity  in  a  short  tune,  without  any  unpleasant  results.  I  have  also  tried 
guarana  and  am  disappointed  in  It. 

McDonalds,  Ky.,  August  1877.  S.  A.  CATLIN,  M.  D. 


BANEBERRY. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  *  *  I  enclose  a  little  mixed  pulverized  Actsea  alba  et  rubra :  two  varieties  of  what  is  called 
here  Baneberry.  I  do  not  possess  any  work  that  gives  a  minute  description  of  the  medical  pro- 
perries  ol  these  plants.  One  allopathic  authority  simply  assign  them  cathartic  and  emetic  pro- 
perties, and  one  botanic  work  calls  them  cathartic  and  emmenagogue.  The  alba  and  rubra  seem 
to  be  identical  in  medical  properties.  The  leaves,  stalk  and  roots  are  exactly  alike,  but  the  ber- 
ries of  the  tormer  are  white,  and  those  ot  the  latter  of  a  deep  red.  The  white  berry  is  smaller 
than  the  red,  but  the  stem  of  the  white  berry  is  thick  and  fleshy,  and  that  of  the  red  berry  is  very 
slender,  dry,  and  almost  capillary,  or  like  a  thread  of  hair.  These  plants  seem  to  me  very  power- 
ful. There  is  a  certain  narcotic  property  in  them  which,  combined  with  the  cathartic,  may  prove 
very  useful.  JAS.  DAVIES,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

Lincoln  Centre,  Maine,  August  20th,  1877. 


WHITE  PINE  BARK—TOBACCO. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

*  *  *  Would  like  to  have  you  notice  common  white  pine  bark,  an  infusion  of  it,  drank  freely 
as  a  remedy  in  scarlatinal  dropsy.  Also  a  tincture  or  decoction  of  tobacco,  as  a  local-application 
for  ear-ache  in  children. 

Spring  Valley,  Minn.,  April  11th,  1877-  R.  L.  MOORE,  M.  D. 


CACTUS  GRANDIPLORUS. 

Editors  New  Preparations. 

Night  Blooming  Ceretjs.— The  Cactus  Grandiflorus  is  not  regarded  now  as  an  arterial  se- 
dative, but  it  is  classed  as  such  in  my  work  on  Materia  Medica,  because  it  is  often  used  in  some 
heart  and  nervous  affections,  which  it  readily  controls.  It  has  a  direct  and  positive  action  on  the 
heart  in  certain  morbid  conditions  of  that  organ.  It  influences  the  sympathetic  nervous  system, 
especially  the  cardiac  plexus.  In  very  large  doses,  it  is  said  to  produce  acceleration  of  the  pulse, 
a  constriction  ot  the  muscles,  of  the  chest,  headache,  pain  in  the  heart,  with  palpitation,  and  a 
sadness  of  disposition,  and  a  sense  of  imaginary  evil,  vertigo,  oversensitiveness  of  sounds,  with 
dimness  of  vision,  and  many  other  abnormal  conditions  of  the  nervous  system ;  which  are  to  be 
regarded  as  its  toxical  eflects. 


Medical  Effects. — In  medical  doses,  say  from  5  to  15  drops,  it  does  not  seem  to  Locrease 
inervation,  but  improves  the  nutrition  of  the  heart,  by  its  specific  affinity  for  that  organ.    It  has 
however,  a  controlling  influence  upon  the  brain  and  the  circulation  thereto,  by  its  positive  influ' 
ence  upon  the  cardiac  plexus,  and  is  of  material  service  in  that  morbid  c      "' 
giving  rise  to  fear  of  impendinec  evil  or  danger.      In  functional  diseases  ( 
prompt  relief,  and  if  regularly  continued,  in  small  doses,  finally  eflects  a  ci 
eases  of  the  heart  it  is  not  the  remedy  to  depend  on  alone,  but  may  be  give 
other  appropriate  remedies.    In  valvular  diseases  of  the  heart  I  have  coml 
with  the  colinsonia,  with  the  best  effects,  in  fact,  the  combination  has  succ 
than  any  treatment  that  I  have  tried.    In  nervous  palpitations  of  females, 
gularities,  or  uterine  diseases,  I  have  found  the  cactus  very  prompt  in  its  a 
the  palpitation  entirely.    I  have  treated  quite  a  number  ot  cases  recently,  i 
success.    In  that  state  of  nervous  irritation,  called  nervousness,  it  exerts  a 
and  is  much  better  than  opiates.    In  angina  pectoris,  which  is  cramp  ot  tt 
tically.    I  have  now  a  lady  patient  who  has  piles  and  did  have  congestion 
cessive  kucorrboea,  and  was  subject  to  violent  palpitation  and  acute  pain 
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yields  readily  to  the  use  ot  small  doses  of  the  cactus  every  three  hours  ;  and  the  continued  use  of 
it  now  for  some  months  seems  to  have  entirely  cured  it.  I  had  a  case  some  time  ago  of  palpita 
tion,  connected  with  extreme  indigestion,  which  had  been  treated  by  several  physicians  as  bjper- 
trophy  of  the  heart,  which  readily  yielded  to  the  cactus  and  appropriate  tonics  to  relieve  the 
enfeebled  digestive  organs.  I  have  treated  many  cases  of  palpitation,  connected  with  hysteria, 
and  always  find  the  cactus  to  act  well  in  these  cases,  if  .alternated  with  other  remedies.  It  in- 
variably relieves  the  heart  symptoms,  if  proper  remedies  are  given  to  relieve  the  nervous  element 
of  hysteria.  It  is  a  valuable  remedy  when  pure,  but  much  of  it  sold  is  very  feeble;  the  fluid  ex- 
tract is  reliable,  especially  that  made  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Marietta,  Ga.  J.  G.  M.  GOSS,  M.  D ,  L.  L.  D. 


CLIPPINGS. 

Pomegranate  Bark  ab  a  Specific  for  Tape-Wgrm.— Mr.  E.  B.,  aged  18,  a  barber  by 
profession,  called  at  my  oflBce,  April  20th,  and  stated  to  me  that  he  was  possessed  of  a  tape- 
worm, and  asked  me  if  I  could  expel  it.  I  told  him  I  would  providing  he  had  one.  I  asked  him 
how  he  knew  that  such  was  the  fact.  His  reply  was,  by  having  pieces  of  worm  pass  his  bowels 
almost  every  day. 

His  most  prominent  symptoms  were  frequently  a  severe  nausea  and  fullness  of  the  stomach 
and  bowels,  with  quite  severe  pain  when  sitting  at  his  meals,  ofttimes  compelling  him  to  leave 
the  table  without  finishing  his  meal.  At  other  times  he  would  eat  ravenously,  never  seemingly 
being  able  to  satisfy  his  appetite. 

I  requested  him  to  bring  me  the  next  piece  of  worm  that  passed  from  him  ;  accordingly  in 
about  an  hour  he  came  back  to  the  office  with  one  joint  about  an  inch  long,  which  he  had  just 
evacuated,  and  was  yet  alive.  I  was  then  satisfied  that  he  was  correct  in  his  statements,  and 
informed  him  that  I  would  send  at  once  for  some  medicine  and  proceed  to  expel  the  worm. 

I  accordingly  sent  for  ^  viij  of  prime  pomegranate  bark,  which  came  in  due  time,  and  which 
I  prepared  in  accordance  with  Prof  Locke's  formula,  to  every  1  iv  of  which  I  added  3  j  fl.  ext. 
jalap  and  senna,  and  gtt.  v.  oleum  anisum. 

On  May  2d,  at  6  A,  M.,  gave  my  patient  3  j  fl.  ext.  jalap  and  senna,  on  an  empty  stomach, 
ordering  him  not  to  eat  any  breakfast.  At  9  A.  M.,  gave  him  §  iv  oi  the  mixture,  which  short- 
ly after  taking  produced  severe  nausea,  and  for  half  an  hour  seemed  determined  to  be  rejected, 
but  with  the  free  use  of  lemon  j  uice  and  perfect  quiet  he  succeeded  in  retaining  it  on  his  stomach. 
At  10  A.  M.,  just  one  hour  from  the  time  he  swallowed  the  dose,  the  worm  (Taenea  solium)  pass- 
ed entire,  head  and  neck  complete,  34  feet  in  length. 

As  Prof.  E.  Freeman  remarked  in  the  May  number  of  the  Journal,  1876,  the  dose  was  a  fear- 
ful one  to  swallow,  and  during  the  rest  of  the  day  caused  quite  severe  colicky  pains  and  some 
vomiting,  but  on  the  second  day  the  patient  felt  all  right,  and  to  use  his  own  words,  as  happ7  as 
a  lark. 

Case  2. — Was  called  May  14th,  to  see  Mrs.  P.,  aged  19,  German  by  birth,  mother  of  one 
child,  three  months  old  ;  found  the  patient  about  the  house  trying  to  perform  her  daily  duties  ; 
she  was  quite  fleshy,  and  to  a  casual  observer  would  seem  to  be  healthy.  On  questioning  her, 
found  the  following  symptoms:  a  dull  heavy  headache  most  of  the  time,  with  more  or  less  diz- 
■  ziness,  abdominal  spasms,  irregular  appetite,  sensations  of  undulatory  movements  through  the 
bowels  after  retiring  at  night,  bowels  very  irregular,  said  she  was  very  fond  of  raw  pork  and  had 
always  been  in  the  habit  of  eating  it  quite  freely.  Besides  I  learned  that  some  four  weeks  pre- 
vious to  my  being  called  to  see  her,  she  had  passed  a  piece  of  tape-worm  some  6  or  8  feet  long, 
after  taking  a  large  dose  of  podophyllin  pills. 

I  diagnosed  the  case  as  tape-worm,  and  informed  her  that  I  would  expel  it  the  next  day  ; 
requested  her  not  to  eat  any  breakfast  the  next  morning.  Visited  her  at  8  A.  M.,  taking  with 
me  §  iv.  of  a  strong  decoction  of  the  pomegranate  bark,  which  I  had  prepared  for  my  previous 
patient,  but  did  not  have  occasion  to  use  ;  to  this  X  added  3  j.  fl.  ext.  jalap  and  senna  and  gave 
it  to  my  patient  in  one  dose  ;  for  the  first  thirty  minutes  it  produced  severe  nausea  and  some 
vomiting.  At  half  past  nine  the  bowels  moved,  at  which  tinaie  there  was  passed  a  piece  of  worm 
21  feet  in  length,  but  without  any  head,  which  convinced  me  at  once  that  all  had  not  passed. 
My  medicine  was  all  gone,  consequently  could  not  proceed  farther  with  the  treatment  at  that 
time. 

I  immediately  sent  for  more  of  the  bark,  which  I  prepared  in  the  same  manner  as  the  first. 

I  again  visited  my  patient  at  6  A.  M.,  on  May  23d,  forbid  her  eating  any  breakfast,  gave  her 
3  j.  fl.  exi.  jalap  and  senna,  waited  till  8  A.  M.,  then  gave  her  §  iv.  of  the  previous  compound  ; 
at  8.30  severe  nausea,  but  succeeded  in  allaying  it  with  lemon  juice ;  at  8.50  ^^omited  freely  ;  at 
9.15  gave  |  ij.  of  the  compound ;  at  9.80  bowels  moved  freely,  accompanied  with  25  feet  of  worm, 
but  still  without  any  head  or  neck ;  it  becoming  lodged  in  the  rectum  was  pulled  on  by  the  pa- 
tient and  broken  off".  At  10.15  gave  |  ij .  more  of  the  medicine  ;  at  10.40  gave  §  iij  ;  10.50  severe 
nausea  and  some  retching ;  at  11  A.M.  bowels  moved  freely,  contents  mostly  medicine  ;  and  with 
it  a  large  knotted  mass  of  woim  quite  completely  woven  together,  which  on  separating  with  a 
great  deal  of  difficulty,  proved  to  be  two  separate  and  distinct  worms,  with  two  complete  heads 
and  necks,  one  measuring  twenty  and  the  other  twenty-five  feet  in  length,  making  a  sum  total 
of  ninety-one  feet  in  two  separate  worms  from  one  patient.  If  any  one  can  beat  that  I  should 
g=  a.  S  'S  4ik®  *o  ^^*'  ^^^^  them.  The  patient  is  now  enjoying  excellent  health,  and  says  she  don't  like 
*P  fl  §  1.  ^  2r  J^eat  any  more. 
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In  conclusion  I  will  say,  that  If  there  are  any  specifics  in  medicine,  I  fully  believe  this  re- 
medy to  be  one  in  the  expulsion  of  tape-worm  ;  so  strong  is  my  faith  in  it  that  I  believe  it  will 
never  fail  when  properly  prepared  and  administered.— Dr.  L.  E.  Wickens,  of  Holly,  Mich.,  in 
ITie  Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 

Empty  Capsules  are  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  usesful  pharmaceutical  inventions  of  the 
day  ;  but  there  are  exceptions  to  all  rules,  and  capsules  have  failed  in  one  instance  at  least.  A 
physician  tells  us  that,  having  prescribed  quinine  for  a  patient  (an  intelligent  gentleman  from 
Boston)  he  directed  it  to  be  put  in  capsules.  His  patient  afterward  informed  him  that  it  was 
about  the  worst  way  of  taking  medicine  he  had  ever  tried.  "How  did  you  take  it?  "  said  the 
doctor  ;  and  the  brilliant  man  replied,  "  I  peeled  off  the  hulls,  and  put  the  stuff  in  water  "  I  This 
is  not  the  same  party  that  had  the  leeches  boiled. — Louiville  Medical  News. 


DiALYZED  Iron. — A  preparation  of  iron  has  been  lately  introduced.  It  consists  of 
the  peroxide  of  iron  in  the  colloid  form  held  in  solution  in  a  small  body  of  water;  it 
is  in  fact  a  soluble  hydrate  of  iron.  It  contains  no  trace  of  acid,  the  equivalent  of  acid 
being  replaced  by  the  equivalent  of  water  by  diffusion  (dialysis).  This  preparation  is 
the  nearest  approach  to  the  form  of  iron  contained  in  the  blood ;  and  as  it  has  no  irri- 
tant properties  it  will  doubtless  prove  to  be  the  most  valuable  ot  all  the  forms  in  which 
iron  can  be  administrated.  We  have  already  given  the  preparation  an  extensive  trial. 
Although  a  strong  solution,  it  has  scarcely  any  taste,  and  is  taken  readily  by  children.  It 
does  not  constipate  nor  disturb  the  digestion,  while  at  the  same  time  it  produces  all  the 
good  effects  we  are  accustomed  to  recognize  from  iron  in  the  other  forms  in  which  we 
have  been  accustomed  to  administer  it.  The  solution  may  be  given  in  doses  similar  to 
the  muriated  tincture ;  that  is,  ten  to  fifteen  drops,  or  for  children  about  five  drops.  It 
may  be  given  before  meals,  as  it  does  not  irritate  the  stomach.  It  cannot  be  mixed 
with  ordinary  hard  water,  which  causes  it  to  flake  or  gelatinize ;  but  it  may  be  taken 
in  distilled  water  or  dropped  on  a  piece  of  sugar.  Not  the  least  advantage  of  the  dia- 
lyzed  iron  is  that  it  can  be  brought  into  contact  with  the  teeth  with  impunity.  It  may 
be  given  with  equal  effect  in  the  form  of  a  pUl,  each  pill  being  equal  to  ten  drops  of 
the  solution,  or  as  a  lozenge,  equal  to  tw©  drops  of  the  solution. —  The  Medical  Press  and 
Circular. 


DiALYZED  Iron. — Dubrunfaut,  Graham,  and  others,  showed  that  by  floating  upon 
distilled  water  a  vessel  closed  at  its  lower  part  by  a  membrane,  and  containing  an  intimate 
mixture  of  various  substances,  these  will  soon  divide  themselves  into  two  distinct  parts. 
The  ones  called  crystalloids  pass  through  the  membrane,  as  do  also  most  of  the  crystalliz- 
able  substances,  and  mix  with  the  distilled  water.  The  others,  which  received  the  name 
of  colloids,  and  of  which  albumen  may  be  considered  as  a  type,  remain  wholly  in  the  appa- 
ratus. This  dialysis,  or  separation,  takes  place  with  such  nicety,  and  such  precision,  that 
this  method  has  been  employed  in  medico-legal  investigations  to  isolate  poisons  which  che- 
mical processes  would  have  destroyed  or  left  in  the  mixtures  which  were  to  be  analyzed. 
If  certain  salts  of  iron  in  solution  are  introduced  into  the  dialyzing  apparatus,  and  the  latter 
is  floated  upon  distilled  water,  most  of  the  acid  is  soon  found  to  pass  through  the  mem- 
brane and  into  the  distilled  water.  There  remains  in  the  apparatus  mainly  a  solution  of  a 
peroxide  of  iron  better  freed  of  its  acid  than  any  chemical  reaction  could  do. 

When  properly  made,  the  solubility  of  dial^zed  iron  in  distilled  water  is  very  remark- 
able, and  this  degree  of  solubility  is  unaffected  by  nitric,  acetic,  or  muriatic  acids,  but 
traces  even  of  organic  matter,  sulphuric  acid,  alkalies,  some  salts,  and  boiling  cause  a 
coagulum  to  form,  resembling  a  blood-clot,  which  is  insoluble  in  water,  but  soluble  in 
dilute  acids.  Neither  alcohol  nor  sugar  effects  a  change  in  the  form  of  the  solution, 
and  their  use  renders  it  possible  to  prepare  elegant  alcoholic  solutions  and  a  syrup. 
Most  valuable  features  of  iron  prepared  by  this  method  are  the  absence  of  any  styptic 
taste,  and  the  freedom  from  tendency  to  produce  disturbances  of  digestion  or  of  the 
nervous  system,  it  is  moreover  almost  tasteless,  and  is  free  from  tendency  to  blacken  the 
teeth,  qualities  not  possessed  by  most  ferruginous  preparations.  A  very  valuable  use  to 
which  it  may  be  put  is  as  an  antidote  to  arsenic,  for  which  purpose  it  is  recommended  to 
replace  the  hydrated  sesquioxide,  on  account  of  its  convenience  of  administration,  and  the 
fact  that  it  requires  no  previous  preparation. — Richmond  and  Louisvill  Medical  Journal. 


Uses  op  Monoromate  op  Camphor. — This  new  drug  was  discovered  by 
Swartz,  in  1863,  and  accidentally  employed  for  the  first  time  by  Deneffe,  in 
1871.  Of  the  physiological  action,  it  may  be  stated,  that  bromide  of  camphor  diminishes 
the  number  ot  beatings  of  the  pulse,  causes  contraction  of  the  smaller  blood-vessels,  lowers 
the  temperature  and  subsequently  induces  a  more  or  less  marked  tendency  to  sleep. 
Deneffe,  O'Hara  and  Berger,  have  employed  it  in  delirium  tremens.  The  first  two  advo- 
cate its  employment  as  beneficial,  whereas  Berger  makes  some  reservations.  In  insomnia 
and  especially  in  the  forms  associated  with  heart  lesions  or  cerebral  hypersemia  Bourneville, 
Lawson  and  Pathault  declare  they  have  observed  encouraging  rl|piults.     Riemer  and  Ham- 


26  NEW     l»REPABATlON8. 


mond  say  that  it  is  of  use  in  spasms  or  convulsions  brought  on  by  teething.  Of  those, 
who  have  employed  it  in  epilepsy,  some  think  that  they  have  seen  the  fits  become  more 
and  more  rare  under  the  influence  of  the  drug,  while  others  have  only  noticed  a  remarkable 
diminution  in  the  vertigo  or  petit  mal.  Chorea  and  hysteria  are  the  nervous  disorders  in 
which  the  bromide  of  camphor  has  been  most  extensively  used,  and  with  the  best  effects. 
Riemer  speaks  of  the  bromide  with  praise,  in  reference  to  a  case  of  hysterical  excitement. 
Boumeville,  in  cases  of  epileptic  delirium  in  females,  and  Tommasi  in  hysteria  with  genital 
erethism  and  Hammond  in  a  case  of  chronic  hysteria.  The  benefit  arising  in  hysteria  from 
a  methodical  use  of  the  drug  is  also  highly  spoken  of  by  Profs.  Yulpian,  Lorain  and  Potain. 
"In  cystitis  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,"  says  Dr.  Lannelongue,  "the  action  of  bromide  of 
camphor  speedily  shows  itself.  1.  When  cystitis  is  painful  and  the  pain  is  not  dependent 
on  any  <  .rganic  lesion  (neuralgic  cystitis).  2.  In  cystitis  of  the  neck,  having  a  congestive 
cause  connected  with  a  vascular  change  of  the  neck.  3.  The  action  is  more  marked  when 
catarrh  is  mild  and  when  acute  prostatis  is  added  to  inflammation  of  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der. Dr.  Petrovitz  has  recorded  some  interesting  cases  where  painful  erections  during  an 
attack  of  gonorrhea  were  speedily  arrested  by  this  remedy.  It  is  best  administered  in  the 
form  of  dragees  for  children  and  in  capsules  or  pills  for  adults. — London  Lancet,  March,  1877. 


SalicyIiIC  acid    has   been  found  valuable  in  rheumatism,  especially  the   acute  articular 
form,  in  which  swelling,  redness,   and  heat  exists. 

The  dose  varies  from  5  tol5  grains,  and  repeated  every  hour  until  the  articulations  can  be 
moved  without  pain.  If  neeessary  the  doses  may  be  considerably  larger,  and  the  sooner  the 
treatment  commences  after  the  attack,  the  more  prompt  will  be  the  salutary  effects.  After- 
wards, the  acid  should  be  continued  for  several  days  in  decreasing  doses,  on  account  of  the 
instability  of  salicylic  acid,  which  passes  readily  into  phenic  acid,  characterized  by  the  red 
or  pink  color  it  assumes  during  this  passage  ;  the  salicylate  of  soda  is  more  generally  pre- 
ferred, in  larger  doses.  This  preparation  (the  acid  or  its  salt)  rarely  affects  the  digestive 
tube  when  it  is  pure  ;  among  its  effects  are,  diminution  of  temperature,  more  or  less  perspi- 
ration, aqueous  and  more  frequent  stools,  occasionally  tinnitus  aurium,  and,  rarely,  nausea 
or  vomiting,  which  may,  however,  be  remedied  by  the  administration  of  a  few  drops  of  chlo- 
roform. Salicylic  acid  may  be  observed  in  the  urine  an  hour  after  its  administration,  and 
continues  to  be  in  this  fluid  for  three  days  after  ceasing  its  use.  Urine  containing  traces  of 
salicylic  acid  gives  a  deep  red,  violet  precipitate  upon  the  addition  of  a  mixture  of  one  part 
of  the  officinal  solution  of  perchloride  of  iron,  and  four  parts  of  distilled  water.  Salicylic 
adid  has  likewise  been  used  as  an  antipyretic  in  typhoid,  malarial,  etc.  fevers.  But,  although 
it  diminishes  the  temperature  in  pneumonia,  erysipelas,  acute  exanthemata,  phthisis,  pleu 
risy,  etc.,  it  does  not  modify  the  local  condition ;  on  the  other  hand  it  is  useless  against  the 
access  of  fever.  In  typhoid  fever.  Dr.  Riess  considers  it  useful  in  shortening  the  duration 
of  the  disease. —  Union  Pha/rm.,  &c. 


Tkeatment  of  Gonorrhoea. — Dr.  Lober  (LiUe)  has  published  in  the  Bulletin  General  de 
Therapeutique  tour  observations  on  the  toeatiaent  of  blenorrhagia  with  essence  ot  santal  and 
essence  menthe,  in  the  following  formula : — 

]^.     Ess.  santal,  grms.iv.l 

Ess.  menthe,  gtt.xii 

Simple  syrup,  grs.lx  M. 

To  be  taken  three  times  a  day. 

He  claims  an  antispasmodic  action  for  the  menthe  against  the  painful  erections  and  acute 
pain  felt  in  this  complaint.  Hippocrates  pointed  out  this  anaphrodiasic  action.  Dioscorides 
denied  it,  and  at  the  present  day  it  is  very  problematic.  Tet  M.  Lober,  at  the  conclusion  of  his 
paper,  says :  "  The  nectumal  erections  disappeared  immediately  upon  the  administration  of  the 
essence  of  menthe." — MediMil  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


CH0LEA.TE  OP  SoDA  AS  A  MEDICINE. — Dr.  W.  C.  Van  Biber  reports  five  cases  {Trans,  of  the 
Med.  and  GMr.  Faculty  of  Md.)  to  show  that  choleate  of  soda  may  act  as  a  substitute  tor  the  bile 
when  this  secretion  does  not  enter  the  duodenum.  This  he  considers  to  be  most  desirable  in  cases 
ot  chronic  jaundice.  In  these  cases  the  uje  of  the  remedy  improved  the  digestion,  and  the  author's 
theory  is  that  it  acted  as  a  substitute  for  the  bOe.  In  none  of  the  cases  did  an  attack  of  colic  occur 
during  its  administration.  He  recommends  choleate  of  soda  in  certain  cases  ot  dyspepsia,  depen- 
dent on  tunctional  derangement  •!  the  liver  ;  and  in  chronic  jaundice,  when  it  is  evident  that  a 
suflBcient  amount  of  bde  is  not  poured  into  the  duedenum.  In  the  former  he  considers  that  it 
will  be  quite  as  serviceable  a  spepsine  is  in  other  forms  of  indigention,  on  the  principle  ot  supply- 
ing a  substitute  for  a  physiological  secretion.  He  refers  also  to  the  use  ot  the  choleate,  as  pro- 
posed by  Dr.  Dabney,  as  a  preventive  of  the  formation  of  gall-atones.— i\7ew  Remedies. 
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NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 

jr.  B. — To  seme  time  in  eorre^aondence,  and  for  the  genefral  interest  df  oii/r  tettders,  we  re- 
quest ov/r  correspondents^  who  seek  informat/ion,  to  add/ress : 

''NOTES  AND  QUEBIES, 

New  Prepa/ratvms^     Box  641,  Detroit. 
Dr.  B.,  Sacramento. 

The  sijecimen  you  send  us  is  not  Grindelia  Robusta — ^but  of  the  family  of  the  Hemizo- 
mias,  vulgarly  known  as  "  tarweeds." 

J.  L.  K.,  Louisville. 

Piper  Methysticum,  or  Ava-Kava,  is  indigenous  to  the  Sandwich  Islands.  A  full  descrip- 
tion of  its  virtues  will  be  foimd  in  the  January  number  of  the  present  volume.  It  has  been 
very  scarce  in  the  country  for  the  past  year,  but  large  quantities  are  now  in  transit,  hence 
we  think  you  will  have  little  trouble  in  obtaining  any  quantity  desired  within  a  month. 
The  fluid  extract  is  the  best  preparation  of  the  drug. 

Db.  F.,  Pittsburg. 

Tou  complain  of  the  price  of  fluid  extract  Cactus  Grandiflorus,  yet  acknowledge  that  the 
cheaper  preparations  purchased  previously  by  you  have  proved  worthless.  We  can  only 
state  that  this  fluid  extract  should  be  made  from  i\iQ  fresh  flowers  of  the  plant,  macerated  in 
strong  alcohol.  As  the/resA  flowers  must  necessarily  be  scarce  in  this  country,  the  price  of 
the  genuine  fluid  extract  muse  be  proportionately  high.  We  understand  that  some  manu- 
facturers use  the  whale  plant,  which  greatly  cheapens  the  preparation — reducing  the  cost 
fully  ninety  per  cent. 


Any  one  desiring  the  seeds  of  Eucalyptus  Olohvlus,  for  tlie  purpose  of  raising  th^  tree, 
either  in  the  Twuse,  conservatory,  or  open  ai/r,  cam,  obtain  a  packet  by  enclosing  fifteen  cents  in  cwr- 
rency  or  sta/mps  to  the  Editor,  box  641,  Detroit. 

Parke,  Davis  Sl  Co/s 

FLUID  EXTRACT  OF 

FUCUS  YESICULOSUS. 


IN  ONE  AND  FIVE  POUND  BOTTLES. 


This  drug  possesses  the  property  of  reducing  the  fat  on  corpulent  persons  to  an  extraor- 
dinary degree. 

Oar  flaid  extract  is  prepared  by  a  peculiar  process,  extracting  and  holding  permanently 
in  solution  all  the  principles  of  the  drug.  The  decoction  and  other  preparations,  and  even  the 
crude  drug  itself  proves  at  times  unsatisfactory  in  practice  {vide  article  by  Prof.  Chapman  in 
New  Preparations,  Oct.  1877),  but  the  fluid  extract,  prepared  as  above,  will  prove  reliable. 

DIALYZED  IRON. 

Liquor  Ferri   I>ialysati. 

(In  one  and  five  ponnd  bottles.) 


This  preparation  of  iron,  though  manufactured  and  used  largely  in  Europe  for  many  years 
is  comparatively  new  to  therapeutics  in  this  country.  A  neutral  solution  of  iron,  void  of  taste 
or  odor,  it  possesses  more  valuable  properties  than  any  other  form  of  iron.  It  has  no  injurious 
action  on  the  teeth,  stomach,  or  bowels,  and  haa  rvo  astringent  or  inky  flavor. 

Dialyzed  Iron  may  be  freely  used  for  other  forms  of  the  metal  in  all  cases  where  the  metal 
is  indicated,  as  it  is  believed  to  be  very  near  the  condition  in  which  iron  exists  in  the  blood,  and 
is  very  readily  assimilated. 

It  is  also  claimed  that  Dialyzed  Iron  is  a  permanent  substitute  for  Hydrated  Sesquioxide 
Iron  as  an  antidote  for  arsenical  poisoning. 

Our  preparation  is  very  carefully  manufactured  and  will  be  found  satisfactory. 

Specify 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co/s 

on  your  orders  or  prescriptions. 


EXTRACT  MALT. 

FROM  THE  LABORATORY  OF 

Parke,  Davis  Sc  Co., 

I3ETJROIT. 

Prepared'  from  fresii  Canada  barley  malt  of  choicest  quality. 

Dose,  two  to  four  drachms,   three  times  a  day,  which  may  be  administered 
undiluted,  or  with  milk  or  wine  as  preferred. 

Many  preparations  of  malt  have  been  placed  before  the  medical  profession  as  representing 
the  properties  of  this  agent ;  few.  however,  seem  to  have  fulfilled  what  was  expected  from  the 
glowing  representations  accompanying  them.  The  trouble  seems  to  lie  in  the  method  of  prepar- 
ation, wherein  by  careless  handling  and  undue  use  of  heat,  the  preparation  becomes  burnt,  as 
shown  in  appearance  and  taste,  and  practically  useless.  We  have  devoted  considerable  attention 
and  experiment  to  our  extract  of  malt,  and  have,  we  believe,  developed  a  really  valuable  article, 
which  we  offer  wholly  on  its  own  merits.  Great  care  is  exercised  in  the  selection  of  the  malt, 
and  in  the  careful  use  of  heat  in  preparation. 

The  properties  of  this  remedy  are  due  principally  to  the  principle  diastase  (which  has  the 
power  of  changing  the  insoluble  starch  to  the  soluble  maltose)  as  well  as  the  nutritive  elements. 
Its  use  is  indicated  in  certain  forms  of  dyspepsia  (amylaceous),  phthisis,  bronchitis,  asthma,  loss 
of  appetite,  chronic  diarrhoea,  debility  of  females  and  the  aged,  and  in  convalescence  from  ex- 
hausting diseases,  etc. 

CAUTION. 

The  black  scorched  preparations,  offered  at  low  prices  in  the  market,  should  be  avoided,  as 
giving  physical  evidence  of  undue  use  of  heat  in  process  of  manufacture.  Concerning  the  ma- 
nufacture of  malt  extract,  the  German  Pharmacopoeia  directs : — "  Digest  for  an  hour,  at  a  tern 
perature  not  exceeding  65°  C,  (about  150°  F.) ;  than  heat  the  mass  to  the  boiling  point,  and 
strain  immediately  by  expression.  Evaporate  the  clear  liquid  as  rapidly  as  possible,  stirring 
constantly,  to  the  consistency  of  a  tJiicIc  extract.  Extract  of  malt  is  yellovJish  brown,  having  an 
agreeable  sweet  taste.    It  sJiould  be  preserved  in  cool  place." 

Hence  physicians  should  examine  the  preparations  of  malt,  dispensed  on  prescriptions  as  to 
appearance,  odor  and  taste,  for  evidence  as  to  the  medicinal  and  nourishing  value  of  the  article. 

Glucose  (grape  sugar)  is  also  used  largely  as  an  adulterant  to  cheapen  the  product. 


We  offer  the  folio  vising  combinations  of  Malt  Extract,  put  up  in  pint  bottles,  each  contain- 
ing one  and  a-half  pounds  of  the  preparation.     Specify   "  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s"  on  your  pre- 
scriptions. 
Extract  Malt. — Prepared  after  the  formula  of  the  German  Pharmacopoeia. 

Extract  Malt  with  Lacto  Plios.  lime. 

An  invaluable  remedy  in  dyspepsia,  brain  affections  and  wasting  diseases  due  to  impaired 

nutrition,  and  in  diseases  needing  bone  nutrition. 
Extract  Malt  with  Cod-Liiver  Oil. 

An  elegant  emulsion  of  cod-liver  oil,  combining  the  healing  and  nutritious  properties  of  both 

agents. 
Extract  Malt  with  Beef,  Iron  and  Wine. 

This  preparation  combines  the  digestive  and  nutritive  properties  of  the  malt  and  beef  with 

the  stimulating,  tonic  powers  of  the  wine  and  iron. 
Extract  Malt  with  the  HypopliospMtes. 

More  effectual  than  any  other  preparation  of  the  hypophosphites  for  the  diseases  in  which 

they  are  indicated. 

Extract  Malt  with  Hops. 

Adding  the  tonic  and  the  sedative  power  of  hops. 

Extract  Malt  with  Iodides  Comp.  * 

Of  great  value  in  aenemic  conditions  incident  to  syphilitic,  scrofulous,  cancerous,  and  tuber- 
culous affections. 

Bxtract  Malt  with  Protocliloride  Iron. 

A  valuable  and  easy  assimilated  tonic,  used  largely  for  senemia. 

Extract  Malt  with  Pepsine. 

Extract  Malt  with  Pepsine  and  Bismuth. 

Extract  Malt  with  Pepsine  and  Strychnia.  ,  ,  .    .v 

The  combinations  of  malt  extract  with  pepsine,  bismuth  and  strychnia  are  usetul  m  tne 
different  phases  of  dyspepsia,  chronic  diarrhoea,  debility,  nervousness,  etc.,  as  indicated. 

Extract  Malt  Ferrated. 

Extract  Malt  Ferrated  with  Quinine.  .  , .    .. 

Pyrophosphate  of  iron  and  quinine,  in  certain  cases,  are  of  great  value  m  combination 
with  malt  extract. 
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